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F which had Amed 3 . to 8 the Tuftices ef 4. 
Fe, 1 the Grand Jury, and Conſtables to attend. 5 


The Juſtices names were then called over. 
' Then thoſe of the Grand Jury, ; and the following perſons 


were ſworn in: 


Sir John Inglis, flere. of Cond: "Sing 
Andrew Wauchope, of Niddery Marſhal. e 
Charles Watſon, of Saughton. 5 
GSGcorge Ramſay, the younger, of Barnton. 
John Trotter, of Mortonhall. 


Gilbert Innes, of Stow. _ Rn 
Robert Trotter, of Caſtlelaw. CN . 
James Walker, of Dalry. - | 1 
William Simpſon, Royal Bank. . Z 
Walter Brown, of Currie. | 
| George Thomſon, of Burnhouſe. | 
William Preſton, of Gorton. | 1 


James Kerr, of Blackſhiells. 
John Davie, of Gavieſidde. | 
5 -, Joby Davidſon, of Ravelrig. n 

Charles Brown, of Coalſtown. 


John Balfour, the younger, of Pilrig. 35 
John Newton, of Currichill. N 3 
James Pittullo, of Hayfield. 5 5 
Alexander Reid, of Ratho. a 8 
Alexander Keich, of Ravelſton. | 

Simon Fraſer, of Ford. 8 

Thomas M*<Millan, of e ride. £ 


The Long Pukstbarr then addreſſed the Grand Jury in 
che e words: — | . 
| Gentlemen of ihe Grand Fury, 
+" 8 which you are called upon at this time to dif: 
charge, however important, muſt be in a great meaſure new 


do you, It will not therefore be improper, that 1 trouble 


'% 


1 


you ich 2 © Lone W in order to point out what I con⸗ 


ceive to be the leading principles . TO of the s/f x 


ſion under which you are to act. 

At the ſame time, you will not Gal to hooks! in view, that 
whatever ſuggeſtions may come from me, in the way of ge- 
neral information, chiefly upon matter of law and of legal 
form, that the nature of the buſineſs may be underſtood to 
you alone, Gentlemen, belongs the right of applying theſe 
to the individual charges when laid before you, and to the 
evidence adduced i in ſupport of thoſe charges, as it will reſt 
with you to determine by the anſwer which you are to make, 


Agreeably to the ſolemn oaths which you have taken, and to f 


the honourable dictates of your own minds, whether there 
is, or is not, ſufficient ground for any farther as off 
againſt the parties accuſed. 


Hitherto, Gentlemen, it has been our CE E to . FT 


little acquainted with High Treaſon, or the modes of inqui- 
ring into it; in ſo much, that our knowledge of that crime 
is derived almoſt only from the Statute-book, with the com- 


ments upon it by learned and eminent writers on the Law, 
and the hiſtory of Trials, moſtly of an ancient date. The 


reaſon is obvious, few attempts having been made i in our 
time to diſturb the public tranquillity; the people of this 
country were ſatisfied, and good cauſe they had to be ſo, 
; with the bleflings which they enjoyed, under a ſyſtem of 
Laws, and a form of Government, the eſſence of which is 


 LinzrTy. Every man's right, —every man's franchiſe; — 


the fruits of his induſtry;—the ſafety of his perſon ;—the 
_ exerciſe of his religion; his liberty his fame; z-all have 
been ſecured to the utmoſt extent of his wiſh.—What fair 
pretence then could any man have to ſeek for a change 785 

During the ſame period, and as a neceſſary conſequence. 
of theſe ineſtimable advantages, the country has continued. 
to proſper more and more; for notwithſtanding the wars, 


in which, from various cauſes, and chiefly from the turbu- 
| lence or ambition of our neighbours, we have been too often f 


3 it is a 1 e e hy this country has ads 
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"i Huck at oily; 6 or in a fight hen but rapidly a * con- 
ſpieuduſly, in Commeroe, in Agriculture, in every uſeful 
5 Art, in Population, and in Wealth, ſo that the growing in- 
25 - _ come, and intreaſed induſtry of the country, have not only 
| kept pace with, but far exceeded any additional burden ariſ- . 
"og from the neceſſary increaſe of national expenditure. _ 
1 Gentlemen, it is not my intention, nor do I think it in 
a degree neceſſary, in addreſſing myſelf to you, to enlarge 
pon theſe topics, or to conſume your time, by going into 
minute details concerning the Britiſh Conſtitution, and the 
admirable manner, in which the powers of the State, Legiſ- 
lative and Executive, are combined and balanced, whereby 
the liberty of every individual is completely ſecured; I mean 
that Liberty whi e can be enjoyed by men living in a 
Nate of Society; Civil Liberty, which, as the celebrated 
n obſerves, is founded in ſecurity, which conſiſts in 
— euer man's doing, not what he vi/ls but what he ought 1 
= will, the right of doing whatever the laws permit, and no 
Br _ . more; for if one could do what the laws forbid, he would 
| no longer be poſſeſſed of Liberty, becauſe every other man 
would have exactly the ſame power. 
But, Gentlemen, it will perhaps be ſaid, why do I make 
- theſe obſervations? Has any ſudden change of circumſtances 
HRappened? Is there any imminent danger of our being de- 
pred of thoſe ineſtimable rights which have been deſcribed? 
T hope not; we ftill have the fame laws, the ſame Conſtitu- 
tion, the ſame gracious Sovereign upon the throne who has 
| reigned for years paſt. Recent events too, have ſhown that 
bur failors and our ſoldiers, are not yet deficient in valour, 
1 nor their officers in good conduct, and it is not to be doubted, 
tthat the Great Body of the People, have fufficient good 
* ſenſe and ſpirit, to reſiſt the madneſs of innovation, and ef- 
fectually to oppoſe che wicked mo of enemies, without 
. 1 within. | 
* 93 But, Gentlemen, it is to be remembered, that we are en- 
= | gaged in war, with an inveterate, a cruel, and a vindictive 


nu? 3 an enemy: whoſe object Neun to be, | to ſpread deſo- 
| lation 


- 


bs 5 F 5 
lation 2 poet * ; whoſe leaders, if they cer wer nm 
queſt of Liberty; have been very unſucceſsful in finding ity _ 
| "who upon the ruins of their ancient Monarchy, and eben of © 
their own improved conſtitution, have now raiſed up f.. | 
thing, which one is at a loſs to name or underſtand, unleſs it 
| be either complete Anarchy, or the moſt ferocious Tyrauny. ; .Y 
It may be faid, what is all this to the ſtate of Great Bri- = 
tain Perhaps nothing at all, if we take care that the con 
tagion does not reach us. But if it be true, as has been af A 
ſerted, that they have, by a- formal decree, eſtabliſhed their | 
National Convention, as a grand committee of general in- 
ſurrection for the purpoſe of overthrowing every exiſting 
government in Europe; if it be true that they have 4 _ 
- bettors in this country, who either in connection with. - _— 
France, or from fimilar views and imaginations, formed - 2 
in their own minds, are buſy in promoting the fame wild _ :; 
= deſtructive projects here, is it not high time that EE 
ſhould look with ſome degree © of eee to our own n flu. - 
ation, and to our ſafety ? . 4 
It is- difficult for us to conceive ile Britiſh beds oa = 
are not deſperate or inſane, ſhould be ſo loft to all ſenſe V 
duty; fo blind to every fair intereſt that men can have; ot = 
ſo abandoned to wickedneſs, as to enter deliberately and 
knowingly into the horrid conſpiracy of deſtroying the Con- =_ 
ſtitution of their country, and riſing in rebellion againſt their 1 
Sovereign. Yet report ſays, that ſuch daring plans have 2 1 I 
been formed, and you, Gentlemen, the Grand Jury of the "2 
county of Edinburgh, are met this day for- the purpoſe ok "= 
making a ſolemn, diſpaſſionate, and candid inquiry, in the | 
manner directed by law, whether any fach Treaſon has beer 5 
committed within the diſtrict to which you belong, and w.. 
ther the perſons now meant to be chargetl ought or ought” | -. i 
not to be put upon trial for ſo atrocious an offence.” 1 
If I have expreſſed myſelf ſtrongly againſt the crime | i 
which is undoubtedly the hipgheft of any, as it gos ee 4 
merely to a partial breach of the law, or to an injury 1 „ 


Hdividials, but tends to the utter ſubverſion of all Law and 
Government, 
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um and the didbiution of ihe 3 of CC 1 


-_ it will not be underſtood, that I mean in any degree to 
excite your paſſions againſt thoſe who may have the misfor- 
tune to be accuſed, ſo as to lead you to a haſty or ill-found- 
| ed opinion againſt them: on the contrary, it is my duty to 
admoniſh you againſt undue prepoſſeſſion, and to requeſt 
that you may keep in view, that the preſumption of inno- 
Fence, is an eſſential and a valuable rule of Criminal Juriſ- 


prudence, which rule is not in N FE! weakened by the 


_ atrocity, of the crime... 


__ Gentlemen, as to all previous inquiries before the Eouſc 
of Commons or elſewhere, concerning this alledged Treaſon, 
and all reports made upon thoſe inquiries, if any of you have 
had occalion to read or to hear of them, you are to lay them 
out of your minds, as you cannot proceed upon any thing 
extra-Judicial, but can only take under your view, the proofs 


_ which are actually brought before you in a legal {hape. 


At the ſame time it is neceſſary for you to keep in view, . 
that it is not your province to try the parties accuſed, or any 


of them. You are only to hear the evidence on the part of 


the Crown, for the purpoſe of ſatisfying you, whetHer ſuch 


. probable circumſtances of guilt appear againſt the priſoner, 


as to juſtify the ſending him to another Jury, who are ap- : 


| pointed by law to hear the evidence on both ſides, and to 


ſay whether the perſon charged be guilty or not of the crime 
imputed to him in the indictment; and, if upon ſuch trial, 


: any advantage cM be derived to the priſoner, either from 
legal defences, or from favourable circumſtances in point of | 


fact, it will be the duty of the Court, as well as of thoſe 


acting for the parties, to take care that the ſame be fully 


ſtated and underſtood. Your preſentment, if ou. find a true | 
bill, is not of the nature of a convittion, hurt is an authority 


to the accuſation, merely to the effect of bringing the pri- 
ſoner to a fair and full trial. On the one band, it is not your 
duty upon flight ſurmiſe, or. mere ſuſpicion, to bring any 
perſon into the diſagrecable predicament of being tried for 
his life upon a * of Hi 15 Tr caſon. On the other hands 
Os 


5 #4 : ; 8 1 : 
* A, I - £ 2 1 


you are not tied down ſo wiely to all the plottier of I 
dence, as if you were trying the whole flue, but may and I 


- ought to proceed upon what you think a probable and rea- 
ſonable cauſe for putting the accuſed party on his trial. Such 


is the deſcription of your duty, as given by every Conſtitu- 


tional Writer on this important branch of the law. 


By an act of the 7th of King William, two witneſſes are 
required to make out a charge of Treaſon, but two witneſſes 
are not neceſſary to each act, for the ſtatute expreſsly ſays, _ 
that it is enough, if © either both of them ſwear to the fame 


« overt act, or one of them to one, and the other to another 
&« overt act of the ſame Treaſon,” ſo that one witneſs to 
each of two different acts of the ſame Treaſon is ſufficient. 

I preſume, Gentlemen, all of you know, that in conſe- 
quence of the Union between the two kingdoms of Scot- 


land and England in 170), the Engliſh Law of Treaſon, and | 
the forms of proceeding with reſpect to inquiring into, and 


trying the crime, came to be adopted by us as a matter of 
high expediency and juſtice, that the ſubjects of both parts 
of the United Kingdoms, who were bound to the ſame du- 
ty of allegiance might be under the ſame law, and tried in 


the ſame manner, in caſe of any alledged breach of that : 


duty. Accordingly it was fo ſettled by the Act . Queen Anne, 


c. 21, which is the-authgrity under which this preſent Com- 
miſſion of Oyer and Terminer has been iſſued by his Majeſa 
ty in the preciſe form and manner preſcribed by that ſta- 


| tute. The method of proceeding under ſuch a Commitſion, 


is likewiſe well known. One advantage the priſoner cer- g 
tainly has by it, namely, that of paſſing through the hands 


of two different Juries before he can be convicted. The 


King's Advocate in every other caſe, exerciſes the power of 


a Grand Jury in Scotland, and it is betieved no Advocate 


has ever yet abuſed that power. But in caſes of High . 


Treaſon, none of us will regret that ſo high and momentous 
a truſt is committed to no individual whatever. 


The Treaſon law of England, which is now alſo the vs 
"of IG was fixed by a — in the 2 25th year of Ed- 
ward 
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| "VN the 8 of which y we learn, that 1 
- His time, and while matters reſted upon the footing of Com- 


mon law, the definitions of Treaſon were various and un- 
ſettled, different, opinions being occaſionally entertained up- 


on the ſubject, whereby the ſafety of individuals was much 
bo hr as they did not preciſely know what actions 
were treaſonable, and what were otherwiſe, It was there- 
fore thought proper, in the reign of that wiſe and able 


Prince, that the deſcriptions of Treaſon ſhould be preciſe 
and clear, and with that intent, this important ſtatute was 
made, which arranges and deſcribes the crime under differ- 


ent heads. It is needleſs to trouble you with the whole of 
them, as there are two only that have any application to the 
preſent buſineſs. The firſt is in theſe words, „ When a 
man doth compaſs or imagine the death of our Lord the 
King, or of our Lady his Queen, or of their eldeſt ſon and 
heir.“ The ſecond, ** Or if a man levy- war againſt our 
.Lord the King in his Realm, or be adherent to the King's 


| enemies in his Realm, giving to them aid and comfort i in 


1 


the Realm, or elſewhere, and thereof be proveably attainted 
of open deed by the people of their condition.” - | 
Whether the indictment be laid upon the one or the other | 
of theſe heads, an overt act mnſt be charged and proved. 
As to the firſt, we are told by Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, in 
| his excellent book upon the Pleas of the Crown, that Com- 
paſſing the death of the King is High Treaſon, though it be 
not effected; but becauſe the compaſling is only an act of 


the mind, and cannot of itſelf be tried without ſome overt 


at to evidence it, ſuch an overt act is requiſite to make ſuch 
compaſling, or, imagination, High Treaſon.” And Judge 3 
Foſter, in his Crown Law, another book of great authority, 

ſays, The care the law hath taken for the perſonal ſafety 


of the King is not confined to actions, or attempts of the 


more glagitious-kind, to aſſaſſinationʒ or poiſon, or other at- 


13 tempts, directly and immediately aiming at his life. It is 


extended to every thing wilfully and deliberately done, or 7 | 
nel, n his li je = be endangered] ; and tharafors. 


offences are overt acts of T reaſon, within this branch of ke | 


1 


not be effected by numbers and open foree, without * 5 ; 2 f 
feſt danger to his perſon. ? 7 ; 2 


the entering. into 1 for Kaas or ioptiiaiing ba 4 
br to get his perſon into the power of the conſpirators; theſe.” — 
ſtatute; for experience hath ſhe vn, that i between the priſon 
and the graves of princes the diſtance is very ſmall.” 8 E 
As to the ſecond head, both theſe” learned writers agree, RS 
that a bare conſpiracy; or conſultation of perſons, to levy a | 
war, is not ſufficient to bring the caſe within that branch of — 
the ſtatute; but they alſo agree, that in certain circumſtances e 
ſuch a conſpiracy or conſultation may amount to an overt . 
alt of compaſſing the King's death, and ſo to bring the caſe 
within the firſt branch. Thus, Lord Chief Juſtice Hale 
ſays, „An aſſembly to levy wat againſt the King; either to 
depoſe or reſtrain, or enforce hin to any act, or to come to I 
his preſence, to remove his counſellors or miniſters, or to 1 
fight againſt tlie King's lieutenant, or military commiſſion- 1 
ate officers, is an overt act proving the compaſſing of the 
death of the King; for ſuch a war is directed againſt the "2 
very perſon of the King, and he that def, us to fight againſt ',._ 
the King, cannot but know at leaſt it muſt hazard his life.” - 
And Judge Foſter tells us, © Every inſurrection which, in ID 
judgment of law, is intended againft the perſon of the King, _ 
be it to dethrone or impriſon him, or to oblige him to alter 
his meaſures of government, or to remove evil eounſellors 
from about him; theſe riſings all amount to levying wr 15 
within the ſtatute; whether attended. with the pomp and | 
circumſtances of open war or no: And every ronſpiracy to 
levy war for thefe purpoſes, though not treaſon within the 
clauſe of levying war, is yet an overt act within the other 
clauſe of compaſſing the King's death. For thoſe purpoſes cane 


— 


In like manner, Judge Blackſtone, f in ſoeakibg to the FN 
cond branch of the ftatute, fays, that 4 A bare conſpiracy 
to levy war does not amount to this fpecies of treaſon; but, ̃³ 
if particularly pointed at the perfon. of the King, or hig Gos , x" - 4 


1 


e it falls within the firſt, of 1 or nage 3 


2 5 Le: | 2322 


PS 


= King 8 Fa 925 _ en. a 1 to VO war a- 
A gainſt the King for the purpoſe of reſtraining bim in any 
hape, is held equivalent to a conſpiracy againſt his life. | 


Another ſpecies of inſurrection may, take place, which not 
| being fo immediately pointed againſt the King, but only by 
conſequence, ſuch as an inſurrection to raiſe the price of 


_ wages: to open priſons 3: to deſtroy meeting houſes ; to 


throw down all incloſures; to alter the eſtabliſhed law in 


any particular; or to redreſs any ſuppoſed grievance, it was 


more doubtful whether this ſort would fall under any clauſe 


of the. ſtatute. By conſtruction of Law, however, even this, 
on account of its tendency, has been held to be a levying of 
War under the fecond claufe, if the rifing has actually taken 
place; but a bare e ee to effect ſuch a riſing is not 
5 held as an overt act of compaſſing the King's death, the 


parties concerned: not being ſuppoſed: to have in contempla- 
tion any attack againſt the King, or his Royal Authority, ſo 


us to put his perſon. in hazard, unleſs this alſo be charged 


and proved. : 
- Theſe diftinftions have at different times been the ſubject 


; of a good deal of diſcuſſion ; but they ſeem to be founded in 


2 juſt conſtruCtion* of the Freaſon Law. -In every caſe, 


therefore, of 2 charge for High Treaſon upon the firſt branch 
of the ſtatute, i. e. that of compaſling the King's death, 
when a conſpiracy or conſultation to levy war is alleged as 


the overt act, it is neceflary to inquire what ſort of riſing 
was intended, and what was the object or purpoſe in view. 
It does not belong to me to ſay, nor do I know what pre- 


ciſe matters will be brought in evidence before you upon the 

© bills of indictment, which are to be the ſubject of yqur con- 
ſideration: but in general, as High Treaſon is thgrharge, 
and as circumſtances will probably be brought in view tend- 
ing to make it appear that the parties accufed were engaged 
in a conſpiracy, or had formed plans and projects of riſing 


in hoſtility againſt the King and his Govern nent, perhaps, 


under the maſk of Reform, but no matter what the pretence : 
7 was; * will Ec faulty yourſelves as to the EEE of 


. Tt 1 
| he 720, pry the nature of the deſign, and hw. you will 


_ conſider what the probable conſequences would have been, 


| Had ſuch a deſign been carried into effect. If you ſee reaſon. - 
to think that the object of thoſe concerned, from the mea- 


ſures which they took, was, by. force of arms and of num- 


bers, to ſeize the government of the country, and of courſe, * 
to ſuperſede the King's authority, and to take the power of 
the State into their own hands for a time, yau can ſcarcely 
heſitate to be alſo of opinion, not only that the King's per- 
ſon would, by the execution of ſo deſperate a project, have 
been put into the moſt imminent danger, but that the prob- 
able conſequences would have been to deluge the land with 
blood 1 


oe the caſe appear to 3 in that light, you. will conſider 5 


whether it is not your duty to find a bill. If it appears to 
de of a different deſcription, your anſwer will be according- 


ly. The character which all of you bear, leaves not the 


ſmalleſt room to doubt, that the public will be nnn 
2 whatever your . may be. 


— 


N Mr Anflruther moved, That Ae McEwan, William : 


Bonthorn, John Fairley, William Brown, Robert Orrock, 
and Martin Tod, priſoners now detained for High Trea- 


ſon, might be admitted witnefſes on behalf of the Crown, 


and be conveyed before the Grand Jury to give evidence on 
bills of indiftment againſt Robert Watt, David Downie, and 
John Edmonds Stock, for N which was order 
ed accordingly. 


The before mentioned witneſs were then brought into 


Court to be fworn, but refuſed to be ſworn according ts 


the Engliſh form ; upon which the Lord TIGER ſwore 


each of them according to the Scotch form. 


Then the Grand Jury requeſted, That Mr Knab the 


| Clerk of the Commiſſion, and Mr Warrender, the Crown 


Agent, might attend them curing We” examination of the 0 


Hills of indictment. . 5 
Mr Anftruther moved che LO. fo the ſigns: It was 
* ordered. | 


* 
n | The 
- ” | - * Bd... GS - 
5 . 4% FF 
- > A 
* 1 ” 


* 


—— 


TY copy of their indictment, and liſt of the witneſſes to 
ced againſt them, and a liſt of the Jury intended to try the . | 


. FE 12 3 e ; 1 
The 838 teh ad journed until fret of 5 . the 
ſame evening, in order to give the Grand Jury time to con- 
ſider of the bills; but at the ſame time the Lord Preſident | 
intimated the wiſh of the Covrt that they would not over 
" hurry themſelves, but if they ſhould not be agreed at that 
time, that then the Court would adjourn over to has next 
. | 2 
The ſame day at o'clock, the Court met 3 to 
their adjournment, when the ſame Commiſſioners were preſent. 
The Grand Jury then came into Court, and their NAMES 
being called over, they preſented two bills of indictment. 
One againſt RoEAT Warr and David Downie, and the 
other againſt Joan EpMoxDs STOCK, for High Treaſon, 
N endorſed „True Bills. The Court theno rdered the Sheriff to 
have the bodies of Watt and Downie braught from the Caſtle 
| and ſet to the bar, to be informed that there were bills of 
ind Ement found againſt them. They were N 
brought to the bar, and were informed by the Lord Preſi- 
dent, that they were entitled to have Counſel to defend 
them, and that the Court would aſſign them any they would 
name; but it appearing to the Court that they were not 
then ped to name their Counſel, the Court indulged 
them till eleven o'clock the next day to do ſo; and it was 
= ordered by the Court. in the mean time, that their Agents 
| ſhould have acceſs to them i in priſon, at any reaſonable times. 
The Court alſo informed them, that they were entitled to a 
80 produ- 


delivered ten days before their trial. Then a copy of their 
indictment, togetlier with the caption of the Court, and a 
liſt of the witneſſes, containing their names, profeſſions, and 
places of abode 3 and a liſt of the Jury,c containing their names, 
profeſſions, and places of abode were then delivered to each 
of the priſoners 1 in Coart.- + -« 
Then the Court ad journed until eleven oidock: an Friday 
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| Procrzpme: f the Cover on Frivar the 1 th inflnt, of 


« -  Elevenoclock in the Forenoon. | | 3 
' PRESENT. F:: vt 
The Lord PRRESsIDENr, the Lorp JosTICceE-CLERK, LorD ö 


7 HENDERLAND, Loꝝp SWINTON, Lorp DuNSINNAN, and „ 4 


the Log CHT BARON. 5 e — 
, 5 a Os „ 3 

The two ae Watt and Downie, were ; then put to .. 
the bar. 1 3 I 


Robert Watt defired the Court to aſſign as Counſel —— 
him, William Robertſon, Eſq. and William Erſkine, Eſq, 
and in cafe of the non- attemlance of both thoſe Gentlemen on 
his behalf, then he named Archibald Fletcher, Eſq. inftead 2} 
of either of them who might be abſent; and he named John  * '| i 
M. Ritchie as his Agent, which the Court . to, 1 5 ö 
ordered accordingly. _ „ 
Ihen the priſoner David Downie Aare in alt of. ·˙ | 
the names of ſeveral Advocates, and deſired the Cut 
would aſſign any two of them to affiſt him in making his 4 
defence. The Court named, at his requeſt, John Ck,  -- 4 
EI and Archibald Fletcher, Eſq. to be his Counſel, and 55 
in caſe either of them ſhould not be able to attend, Robert e ö 
Cullen, Efq. in their ſtead, and named John Dillon ts be EG i 8 | 
his Agent, which the Court ordered accordingly, Then it 
was ordered by the Court, fhat the ſeveral Counſel an! 
Agents ſhonld have acceſs to the priſoners at all ſeaſonabte 
hours; at the ſame time, giving them leave to take the ad- 
vice and the afſiſtance of any other Advocate whom they 
might think proper; and if any of thoſe Advocates ſo ap- 
Pete N not be able to 0 that then the Court 
5 . you: 2 


* 2 
n I 


— — _- 


E 


| e PEE 
"would; at. the nn of the priſoners, aſſign any ober 
they ſhould name. The priſoners were then informed, 
that they would be brought up to plead to their indictment ; 
on Wedneſday the 29th inſtant, but that they were not then 
to be tried. The Court then adjourned « £0 na the 224 
nt. at 11 e in the forenoon. | N 


— 


_ PROCEEDINGS of the CourT on Frivar the 22d Avcusr, 


— 


N - Puxsxvr, b 
5 ir ” 


The Loup JosTIcE __ Lox DUNSINNAN, Lon 
| ee an d the Loxp CHEF BARON. | 


' William Reber, Eſq. My Lords. 4 Boe n ap- 


pointed by your Lordſhips as one of the Counſel for Ro- . 


bert Watt, but I wiſh to ſubmit to the Court whether, as 


F have the honour of being Solicitor General for his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales, for Scotland, I can be aſ- 
figned as Counfel for a prifoner who is indicted for High 
Treaſon. The duties of the ſtation J hold ſeem to me to 


| be repugnant to thoſe I might be called upon to exerciſe as 


Counſel for the priſoner at the bar. I hope your | Lord- 
ſbips will think this a ſufficient excuſe for wy not 1 * 


as Counſel for him. a 
Tus Lokp Critr BaRONH. I hope notice has been given 
of this to the priſoner, that he may name ſome other perſon 
for the appointment of the Court to Tepyly) our pf e as 


your objection is very proper. 
William Erſtine, Eſq. My Lord, 1 Aeli as Counſel 


"bi the priſoner Robert Watt, along with Mr Robertſon. 


I beg leave to inform the Court that, in conſequence of early 
notice having been ſent to Robert Watt, that Mr Robert- 
op could 5 * attend, he has e We e er to 


* 


5 # 4, ; 
- * * 
5 . 
* 


| FP oe; Sor bis Counſel. To which the Caſas the G 


| porn, conſented, and he was aſſigned accordingly. ' 
Tord Aduscale. The purpoſe of your Lordthips adj Journ® 


ing to this particular day, was on the motion of the C | 


for the proſecuti on. ; they at that time having reaſon to be- 
lieve it would have been in their power to have brought ſome 


buſineſs before your Lordſhips to day, but they have been dif- 


appointed in their expectations. The perſon they intended to 
Fave brought to your Lordſhips bar to day is not yet taken. 
I have therefore nothing more to trouble the Court with to, 


day, and am ſorry chat the Court have had the trouble ot 


”Y 


att ending. 8 
LoxDp Chir Alan Them it will In proper for "0 


: 


Court to make the order of adjournment. _'_ 
Mr Erſtine. My Lord, I obſerve in this indi ment 4 


gainſt Watt, there are ſeveral papers founded on by the 


. Counſel for the proſecution alledged to be of a treaſonable 
nature, which he is accuſed of having written and publiſſi- 
ed. I ſhould ſubmit, by the forms of this Court, whether 
we are not entitled to ſee thoſe mos: before the a is 
put upon his defence. © 


My Anftruther. It is almoſt unneceſſary r me to 6 | 


one word in anſwer to what is propeſed by the Counſel for 
the priſoners, ſuch a propoſition has never been made before 
in any fuch caſe. The priſoner is entitled to a copy of the” 


indictment and a lift of the witnefles to be produced againſt s 
him, but he is not entitled to ſee the evidence the Counſet | 


for the Crown mean to produce z they will produce it in 


proper time: at preſent, with all due deference, i it is not in 
the power of the Court to. call upon the proſecutors for a 5 


diſcloſure of the written teſtimony or the oral evidence they 


mean to produce. Therefore this motion cannot have ſuc- 


| ceſs. If the Counſel for the prifoner deſire to have any” 


Paper produced which they rely on as evidence, they may, - 
dy means of a Subpœna duces tecum, call upon any witneſs 
to produce ſuch papers at, the trial; but before, it is * * 


17 


s FO 


| 026+) „ Yd 8 
fible to have the papers in our poſſe fon, or to have e diele: | 


| ſure of the evidence on which we mean to rely. | 


Mr Exſtine.—1 do not know that I am entitled to peel. | 


| _ preſent motion. It is well known to your Lordſhips, 

| that the - Counſel for the Crown could not by the laws of 
I this country produce a ſingle paper againſt a priſoner on his 
trial, which his Counſel have not had an opportunity of 
ſeeing. The Gentlemen on the other fide have aſſerted 
that a different rule prevails\in England. Your 'Loxdihips 


will judge between us. 
LoxpD CHIEF Baron.—The Counſel for the ka 


g 5 conſent to a production of Particular papers in rr 


cuſtody. 
Lord Advecate —Unqueſtionably, ſo far as any papers in 
our cuſtody are proper to be produced, or ſhewn, we dan 


| have no objection to their being produced to the priſoner. « 


Lord Cater n may call for it as evidence 


in defence. : 
Me Anſtruther.—They are to do as they think fit. 


Lonp CHIER BA RN. What thoſe papers are, Mr Eriking 


: wiſhes to ſee I'know nothing about. I have not ſeen the 
indictment; whatever way it may be laid, the priſoner is 
| . to ſee nothing without the eonſent of the Counſel for 


the Crown —they are to produce whatever evidence they 


think proper If the priſoner's Counſel think it material, 
the mode of coming at it is laid down by the Counſel for 
the Crown, that they may have the common procefs, and 


may be prepared to make uſe of it, when the trial comes on. | 
Myr Anſtruther. We propoſe to bring up the priſoners on 


"Wedneſday next, in order to their being arraigned. The 
Act of Parliament allows ten days from the time of geliver- 


1 ing the copy of the indictment, which was done on Thurſday 75 


laſt. Ten clear days and the two Sundays carry SY | 


Wedneſday the 27th inſtant, as the earlieſt bo upon which 


they can be arraigned. 


The Court was then adjourned to Wedueſday the 7 ; 


FIT of Auguſt, at eleven 0 clock i in the forenoon. 


/ 
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* buran, Avcusr the 27th IO: e 


The Court met « to . wh the fal- <2 
lowing eee were preſent: . „ 


FE Lows: JosrIce CIERk, FLER TCHER Non Tow, Eſq 1 | 


ESKGROVE, LORD e Le ie 1 
| ABERCROMBT. 5 | | | 8 
The orifhngrs were then brought e to the ber and — 5 1 


1 15 11 
Lozp JusTICE Cur. Gentlemen of Counſel for hs 55 
Priſoners, have you any motion to make ? 7 . El 
Mr Fletober. Formerly your Lordſhip oder Mo" — 
Clerk and myſelf as counſel, and in caſe either of us could 
not attend, the priſoner requeſted Mr Cullen might VHV 
pointed, and your Lordſhip did appoint Mr Cullen in 8 . 9 
place of Mr Clerk for David Downie. eee IS. —_ 
Mr Knapp. He was appointed proviſionally. 1 
Mr Hamilton, There is a witneſs, who is extremely : 4 
importont for the defence of the Prifoner, (to wit) Watt, for  ' | i 
whom I appear; his name is Kennedy; he is a witneſs for — 
' the Crown; but I underſtand, he is not to be found! 
wiſh to know if the Counſel for the Crown have any rea- -* 
ſonable expectation of getting him brought forward as EE .. 
witneſs for the ee _ Rs he wil Wy ao ready -" 
for. the Priſoner. w { x" 
| Mer Anftruther. Kennedy is named among \ this ki of. 55 3 
2 5 witneſſes, and the Counſel for the Crawn' baye made; every OBE 
enquiry, both in England and here, to have his perſon g | 
whether they will be ſucceſsful in finding him I cannot ſay, 
| but moſt 8 no means * Wear I =P _e.- 1 
N Me Reeling: 1 hk W a | ariofatory aſi PRES - = 
03 the Counſel By the Os the . for 2 motion was, —_ 
- 2 e e 1 at > 
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- thi the witneſs 8 teſtimony i is of great conſequences for the 


will not ſay I ſhall not in a ſubſequent ſtage of this 


trial make ſuch motion. I underſtood by the Law of 
7 England, when a witneſs i is not preſent, who it is neceſſary 
mould be produced, if there is any expectation of getting 
him, I ſhoald be entitled to move for a delay of the 
trial, for ſuch time as might be neceſſary to bring * 8 
neſs forward. C 


Mr Fletcher. My Lords, as Mr Downie, my . has 


c the fame dependance upon the teſtimony of Kennedy as Mr 
Watt has, if there is any delay granted to the one, I ſhould 
moye the ſame may be granted to the other. | 


- Mr Anftruther, It is not neceſſary for me in this ſtate 


of the buſineſs, to object to a motion not now made; hut 
- announced. as intended to be made; but 1 wiſh to be can- 


did, and to inform the counſel for the priſoners, that if ever 


8 f the Priſoner, and if ſo; 1 apprehend 1 ſhould. 5 
well founded in grounding my motion for the delay of this 8 


i 


ſuch a motion ſhall be made, I ſhall oppoſe it to the utmoſt 


ged on the gentlemen at your Lordſhips bar, (and who is 


no tated to be a material witneſs) thought proper to elope 
from "this country, and to fly from Juſtice, which was in 
; ſearch of him; from the xt of May to the preſent hour, 


none of the officers of Juſtice, either in Scotland or Eng- 


land, ever. cquld lay bands upon, or get ſight of Kennedy, 
ar gain the leaſt intelligence where he is to be found, re- 
wards haye been oftered for his apprehenſion, \ which have 
not yet had effect; ;—therefore, whenever a 
the trial,ſhall be made upon the ground of his abſence, I ſhail 
| oppoſe it, and the more ſo, if it is made three weeks after the | 
notice of the day of trial- If the Counſel for the priſoners 
5 know where he i is to be found, I can only ſay, we ſhall be ex- 


1 of my power; and 1 haye no ſcruple i in ſtating one of the 
5 grounds on which I ſhall oppoſe the motion. —I wiſh the 
Court to be informed, that this Mr Kennedy is a perſon, 
| who, upon the firſt diſcovery of the treaſonable acts char» a 


motion to delay 


12955 obliged to them for ſuch W and J will an- 


1 


WP rex 


La. 


lebe it, i he is to be found, he ſhall be brought in Fe 
to the bar. | 


Mr Bet. 1 have kad an r anſwer which, Is To 


tory 3 I only mentioned that in caſe it was likely for him to 
be produced, I might perhaps make ſuch a motion. 


3 Dundas.” The Counſel for the priſoners will 3 
ciſe their own diſcretion as to their motions in future; I can \' 
only ſay, if ſuch a motion is to be made, and. it ſhould fuc- 5 


ceed, the trial may be deferred for ever: large rewards have 
i deen offered for Kennedy's 's apprehenſion | in vain; . 


Mr Hamilton: My motion was in caſe the Counſel for 


the Crown had any reaſonable expectation of getting, him. 
Logp ks LINER e you * other motion to 
make? CT 

. undetſtand ths Defendants are to OY 

ſeparately tried: 

Lord Advocate. They 3 be ſeparately tried. e 
Mr Knapp. If thiey i in their een they aa be. 
tried together. 

Mr Hnſtrutber With . to that, vob Lordſhips | 
know; ori trials for High Treaſon, every priſoner. may chal- 
lenge thirty-five ; z it becomes extremely inconvenient to try 
two perſons. together, becauſe, if they differ in their chal- 
lenges, it would be attended with great difficulty; ; the 
Counſel for. the Crown, therefore, mean to defire two ſeve⸗ 
ral pannels for the trial of the two priſoners; if they agree, 
tliey would be bound down to one 1 for boch. We 
do not aſk them to do ſuch a thing. 
Mr Fletcher. I believe they will not agree in their . 
lenges, What we wiſh to know, as Counſel for the Defens / 
dants, i is, which is to be tried firſt? 
Lord Advocate. I have no objection at all to kate toMe 
Fletcher, that our intention is to bring Mr Watt to trial firſt, - 
Lord Justics Ci KR. The Court will now Wachen 0 
Wedneſday next, at eight o'clock. 3 8 
Ihe reſt of the Judges then agreed to ah to Wed- 
neſday, at eight o clock in the morning preciſely. N 


Proclamation was then made accordingly, by the 8 of 
the Court. ; e 1 


5 


"* 


« as * 74 
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ce nt; Bord PARIDENT;: >; 5 
Teo: £6: PP 
Bord JusTICcE CLERK, 
Mx BARON Nowron, _. 
| 3 Lord Esxcrove, | 
i. m 7˙ 8 
TD Lord DuxsiN NN, | 
P | Lord Angncu bn, 


_—: - hens fre Crown: cli for the Pil, 5 
=Y The Lord ApvocaTE, | Mr HAMILTON, 

Mr SoLICITOR 3 Mr ERSsKINE. 
Mr 1 | | 
Mr Duxnpas. 


gente Wanxexpen: Fo hed Mins MRireug. : 


* 


cui of Arraigns. You, the Priſoner at the Bar, theſe 
good men that you hall hear called, and perſonally appear, 

1 re to paſs between our Sovereign Lord the King and vou, 
don the Trial of your Life and Death; if therefore, you 
will challenge them, or any of them, your time is to ſpeak- 
Anto them, as they come to the book to be ſworn, and be- 
1 fore _ are e ſworn. 
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1 25 . k 1 8 155 1 
7 be 7 URT were the calle, as file's >, EE i 
| Genre Gardner, Priſoner, 1 challenge: bin 5 
John Bell. Priſiner, I challenge him. 
Thomas Mure, Eſq. Priſoner, ' I e ts 
Alexander Houſton, Did not appear. 5 
Benjamin Yule, Priſoner, I — hins. N 
Donald Smith, Priſoner, I challenge him. 
James Carfrae, * Priſoner, I challenge him 
Sir William Forbes, Bart. Priſoner, I challenge him 
Robert Young, 'Priſoner, I challenge him. 


Alexander Wallace,  Prifoner, I challenge him. 

William Mitchell was called, and a certificate of bad | 
health was produced, from Mr Cheyne, a ſurgeon; Mr u | 
chell was accordingly excuſed by the Court. 

Adolphus Scales. He was from home when a 5 
There i is a letter from his brother, that he, had been _ | 
for three weeks. | 

9. (Fo the ſummoning officer, Ade 00 Dia yu” 
leave a ſummons at Mr Scales's houſe? | 
Myr Scott. Les. a * 

'S What number is it ? 
Mr Scott. I will tell you. No. 15, ſummoned the a. 


1 


of Auguſt laſt. 5 i 8 
| V Was he at home? | „ 


2 Tow left it with the PAS 

A. Yes. (No further notice was taken by the Court, „ 

Patrick Inglis. A e event had ee his 
attendanee. | 


Kad e 
BE David Clark _ — \ 5858 ST was ſworn in, 3, 
William Hunter vas ſworn in, 2 


James Mitchel! was ſworn in, 3 
Juohn Seougall = - was ſworn in, 4 
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5 john 1 Horner vas ſworn in, 


Mo Thomas Hutchinſon 3 5 9 ſworn in, 
Archibald Campbell was [worn in, 
© "George Kinnear - < was ſworh i in, 
William Frazer ö Was ſworn in, 10 
„John Andrew „„ was ſworn i in, 11 
" William Lans CS was ſworn in, 12 


" Clerk of Ir Count thals.-He then called, "over 
the names of the Jurors ſ ne were e 
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countet. 
i Clerk of ee, Cr yet, make procl amation. PR 
1 Crer. Oyez N any one can inform my Lord the 
1 king Advocate General, or this Inqueſt now to be taken, 


— 


1 the High Treaſon whereof the priſoner at the Bar 
ſtands indicted, let them come forth, and they ſhall be heard, 
for now the prifoner ſtands at the Bar upon his deliverance; | 
and all others that are bound, by recognizance, to give evi- 
© denice, againſt the priſoner at the bar, let them come forth 
and give their evidence; or elfe they forfeit their recogni- 
zance, and all Jurymen that have been called, and have ap- 
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pßenred, and are not ſworn, may depart the Court. 
=_ N » Clerkof Arraigut. Robert Watt, hold up your hand, 
: bern de did.) | | 
| Clerk of Arraigns. | (to the Jury. 3 . . 


SGentlemen, Vou that are ſworn, look upon the eib | 

ef, and hearken to his charge. He ſtands indicted by the 
name of Robert Watt, late of Edinburgh, in the county of 
Edinburgh, not having the fear of God in his heart, nor 
- weighing the duty of his allegiance, but being moved as a 
_ falſe traitor againſt our Lord the King, and wholly with- 
EM - drawing the cordial love, and true and due obedience, fide- | 
Hy and allegiance, w which every true and faithful ſubject 
| ſhould, and of right ought to bear towards bur Lord the 
King, and wickedly, maliciouſly, and traitorouſly contriving 
to break and diſturb the peace, and to change, ſubvert, and 
overthrow the government bappily eſtabliſhed in this king- 
; _ and fo excite, OG and raiſe infurrection and rebel- 
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+ lion, wa to depoſe our r Lord the hay from the - govern= : 
ment of Great Britain, and to put him to OE dane 3 £ 
firſt day of March laft, and on divers other das. 
Ihe firſt overt act is, that he, oh the firſt of March, did .- _ 
maliciouſly, wickedly, and traitorouſly meet, conſpire, con- —— 
fult, and agree to cauſe 'and procure a meeting of divers 
ſubjects, to be aſſembled and held, within this kingdom of .Y 
Great Britain, under the name of a Convention, for the jj 
purpoſe of aſſuming to themſelves, at ſuch meering, the 5 Y 
powers of Government and Legiſlation aver this kingdom, 
(independant, and in defiance of the authority, and againſt \ - 
the whole of the Parliament of this kingdom,) and of fub- _. 
verting and altering the rule and government, and depoſing 
our Lord the King from the government and royal ſtate. ' * — _- 
The ſecond overt act is, that he mer, and conſulted to 
inſtigate, incite, encourage, and perſuade the ſubjects of our 
Lord the King to cauſe and procure divers meetings and af- 5 
ſemhlies, for the purpoſe of chooſing d-legates from among | 
themſelves, to meet in a meeting, under the name of a 
Convention, to be held for the purpoſe of aſſuming to 
_ themſelves the powers of Government and n and 
of depoſing the King. | 
The third Overt Act is, that he met 4 alfembled to 1 | 
chuſe a Convention to be held, the object of whichIwas to 
| redreſs national grievances by uſurping to themſelves the | 
| powe of Government and Legiſtation of this A art” in 
defia ce of the authority of Parliament. 
The fourth Overt Act, is conſulting to bring about in ſuch 
a Convention to be held without the conſent of Parliament, 
: an alteration and change in the mode of repreſentation, and 
inſtigating and inciting perſons to ſend D to ſuch ol 
Convention for the ſame purpoſe. „ 
The fifth Overt Act, that he conſpired with other falſe © = 
traitors by force to oblige the'King to alter the meaſures 'of - . 
a Government, and to comply with certain unlawful demands, . 


and meaſures | to 'be e made by him, „ A 
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kanen- run. alminiftrationof the Government of this 


The faxth Overt AR is, that he e to raiſe —_ 


make inſurrection and rebellion againſt our Lord the King. 


The ſeventh Overt Act is, that he conſpired to oblige the 
King by force to comply with certain demands to be made 
by bim, and conſent to the introduction of regulations and 
nein the Government of this Kingdom. 

The eighth Overt Act is, that he conſpired, conſulted 
and agreed with other falſe traitors, to ſeize and take 
the Caſtle of Edinburgh into his poll fon by force of arms, 


| With guns, pikes, ſpears, battle axes,” and other offenſive 


weapons, and to provide leaders to be appointed aud ins 
ſtructed by him, and to lay in wait and ſurprize che forces of 
our Lord the King, ſtationed i in the ſaid Caſtle of Editburgh, 
and to attack and fight them, and to take into his poſſeſſion 
by force the public Barks and Exciſc Office, and to ſeize and 
impriſon the Juſtice Clerk, the Lords of Council and Scſ- 
fion and Juſticiary, and the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh. 
The ninth Overt Act is, that he did inſtigate and incite 
divers ſubjects of our Lord the King, 10 conſent to, and ap- 
prove the laſt mentioned traitorous propoſals, and to aid a 
and affiſt bim in 8 and Tg: ok ſame into exe- 


cCution. . 
The tenth Overt AR ; is, that he conſoles and conſulted 


with other falſe traitors, to procure arms for the purpoſe of 
arming himſelf and others to enable him to reſiſt the King 
in the legal exerciſe of his Royal power and authority. - — 
The eleventh Overt Act is, that he conſpired to raiſe and 
levy money, the better to _ into effect his traitorous pure | 
poles aforeſaid. 8 tb 0 
The twelſth Overt Act is, chat be. nia printed, - 
publiſhed and diſperſed certain malicious, wicked and trea · 
ſonable papers and addreſſes among the ſubjects of our 
| Lord the King, inciting them to contribute and ſubſcribe . 
money for the uſe of him and other falſe traitors, and to 


appoim Collectors to collect 8 Ne _ * and 


10 


- 1 


| A Eg Uidounſed i dach va 
as ſhould be moſt calculated to e. nee, 
and rebellion againſt the King. 
The thirteenth Overt Ac ak be kired ao 
Juobn Fairley to carry and diſperſe ſuch papers as laſt afore- 
ſaid, and delivered him a great quantity for that purpoſe, 
with intent to incite the ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the King, 
forcibly to reſiſt the King in the exereiſe of his authority, and 
to aſſiſt in profecyting nnn to be * ent 12 4 
Government. 

The four teenth Overt AR 1 batte infiry@ed. the a 
5 Jobi Fairley to inſtigate and incite the ſubjects f our ſaid 
Lord the King, to give aſſurance and ſupport, Wann 
ſuch money as ſhould be collected to him. 

The fiſteenth Overt Act is, that he en enen te d Jolm 
Fairley to inſtigate and incite the ſubjects of our faid Lord 
the King, to procure arms, and to arm themſelves to reſiſt 
the King, and to aid and afliſt him: in eie the ow 
_ wvernment. | 

The faxteenth Overt A s, dias the (inns View 
Brown to make and procure arms for arming himſelf and 
other falſe traitors, and paid them money for the ſame. 
I be ſeventeenth Overt Act is, that he n Robert 

Orrock to make arms for the fame purpoſ. 

The eighteemth Overt Act is, that ke continued ind my 
into his poſſeffion arms, and kept them concealed in his 
dwelling houſe, in readineſs to be made uſe of for the 
traitorous purpoſes aforeſaid, againſt the duty of tis allegi- 
ance, againſt the form of the ſtatute in ſuch caſe made andi 

provided, againſt the eee ſaid Lord en wag 
Crown and dignity, _ 
Upon this indiftment he hath W „ af there- 
unto hath pleaded not Guilty, and for his trial hath put him- 


ſelf upon God and the country, - which country you äre - 


Tour charge is to enquire whether he be guilty of this High 
ee or not r ; if you fin 
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| bens any) you are . whatgoods n lands 
and tenements he had at the time the High Treaſon was com- 
mitted, or at any time ſince; if you find him not guilty, you 


— goods and chattels as if you had found him guilty; if you 
FO find him not guilty, and that he did not OI _ 
to wy ſo ne no more, 2 een to the eee 
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are to enquire if he fled for it, you are to ' enquire of his 


My Delia Gontiames of the zb i 

This is an indictment againſt the priſoner at ot Ah for 
High Treaſon. As the officer has read the ſeveral Overt 
Acts of High Treaſon, and the ſeveral acts of the defen- 
\ dant, to gurry into effect his treaſonable purpoſes, it be- 
comes negeflary for me tq do no more than ſtate the ſubs 
ſtance of this indictment, which, if J do not deceive: myſelf, | 
# ſhall be able to ſtate in almoſt one ſentence. 

- The indictment ſtates that the priſoner conſpired to ada 


vour to call a Convention, which Convention was to uſurp the 

powers of legiſlation in this country, and to take into their 

own hands the redreſs of certain national grievances which this 

\ defendant alledged to exiſt. The indictment ſtates that the 
.defendant has conſpired to procure arms to be placed in the 


hands of the ſubject againſt the Sovereign, to reſiſt the exer- 
ciſe of Royal apthority, to compel his Majeſty to change 
the meaſures of his government, to force him to adopt ſuch 
plans and ſuch ſchemes as to this OO and his aſſo- 
ciates it might ſeem expedient to propoſe. 

Gentlemen, That I may not waſte your, time, as the taſk 
of explaining the lay deyolves into the hands of a perſon 
better qualified, I will Rate, finally, Gentlemen, that the 
- defendant had conſpired with other aſſociates, ty concert 
meaſures to overawe and reſtrain the conduct of the Go 
vernment, and to endanger the perſon. of his Majeſty, which, 
$8 the language of the indictment, and which the law ſtates, 
is to compaſs and imagine the death of the King—To this in- 
dlictment the defendant has pleaded not guilty. Tou will 
er to che aden and g give your "OR e 
Mr 


Ai difrutiers ee ee _ 
It is my duty upon the preſent occaſion, to lay before b ' 
ihe ſtate of the caſe which the Counſel for the e 3 

7 ſhgll be able to prove againſt the priſdner at the bar. 5 
lu dging this, Gentlemen, it will be neceſſary ſor me to — 
bel akk a conſiderable portion of your attention, and that of | 


the Court 3 becauſe ſuch has been the happy ſtate of this 4 
country, ſuch has been the peace and proſperity with which | ' 1 
this nation hath been blefled; under that conſtitution which 1 3 
the priſoner at the bar is charged with attempting td overs . "2 


turn, that the law of tteaſon lives not in the experience of N I 

any of us: It is now nearly half a century fince, in this 

country, there was occaſibn to bring any petſdu an trial for 

ſuch an offence. It is therefore necceſſary for me to ſtate to 

you fully, and explain to you diſtinctly what the law is Which 

we charge the priſoner wit h having committed a breach of 

and then I ſhall lay before you, thoſe fakt wich ge n | 

to prove as breaches of that laws” |. B00 
In doing this 1 have already ſtated i hall A 

to requeſt a. conſiderable portion of your patiente, becauſa 3 

I poſſeſs none of thoſe powers of oratory which, could engage 

your attention for the length of time Which it may be 

neceſſary to conſume; If I did poſſeſs any ſuch powers 

Gentlemen, I ſhould abſtain from the uſe of them upon the . 

preſent oceaſion. It is not my duty ; I am not ſent here for © - A 

that purpoſe; ; and I am ſure I ſhould ill execute the truſt which * = 

is repoſed in me, I thould ill perform the duty which I oe 

to. the Sovereign whom I ſerve, if I endeavoured to excite _ 

your paſſions againſt the priſoner at the bar: It is my duty 

to give you a plain and dry ſtatement of the law; it is my duty 

to give you a ſuecinct narrative of the fact, accompanied with 

ſuch obſervations as may be neceſſary to explain thoſe facts 

and that law to you, and there my duty for the pręſent ends. 1 
Lou all know that the law of treaſon has beeny fince thy: „ 

eginning of this century, the fame both in this country and _ 

in England. After the union of the two kingdoms, it W s 1 

thought wiſe and expedient, that as we all owed the fm 

duties to our r Sovereign, the meaſure and. extent of % 

| -D'2: 8 © duties — 
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dom. As we ſerve. one maſter, as we obey- one Sovereign, 


and are living under one legiſlature, it was thought proper, 
not only that we ſhould have the ſame duties to perform, but 
that the fam̃e modes and means of trial and puniſhment for the 


breach of thoſe duties ſhould take place in both countries. 


Therefore I am under the neceſſity of ſtating to you the 


Jaw of treaſon, as it ex iſts in the law of England; becauſe - 
the law of England has been the law of Scotland upon that 


fubject for near a century paſt, And give me leave to re- 


mind you, that: ĩt was a wiſe and beneficent act to che ſubject 


which extended the Engliſh law of treaſsn to this country. 


Tmnced not telt the learned bench I addreſs, I need hardly 
tell any man of common education ho hears me, that the | 
law of treaſon as it-exiſted in Scotland, anterior to the happy 
period Tam ſpeaking of, was a law infinitely; mote ſevere, 
infinitely more oppreſſive and more hard upon the ſubject 


than the law that exiſted in England at the fame period. 
5 We are therefore indebted to the wiſdom, to the -beneficence, 


and to the humanity of that legiſlature which extended to 


| us the-advantuges already enjoyed by our fellow ſubjects in | 


the other end of the iſlands 
Gentlemen, the law of treaſon ies in a ſhort compaſs it 


has exiſted merely in its preſent form in England ever fince' 
ite reign of Edward the III. when it was reduced to a cer- 
tainty, and ſtated in a ſhort Act of Parliament, which. has- 
been little altered from that period to the preſent day. Thar 


act ſtates three diſtinct ſpecies df treaſon independant of 
that ſpecies of treafon which has no connection with the 
preſent caſe, namely, countetfeiting the coin. The firſt:is- 


compaſſing and imagining the death of the King. The ſe- 
cond is levying war againſt the King. The third is adhering 
4 to che King's enemies: whoever ſhall be found Er" _ 
_ ofithefr three ſpecies of offence is guilty of treaſon. 


With the two laſt of theſe, it will not be ey dae * | 


ſhould trouble you at all. Levying war againſt the King is 


et offence which the —— * the 
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The ſingle ſpecies . „ 
rn r Fs 
yo ont he capt ee dh e 3 
ing the death of the King. Tou cannot but take notice off 


amn „„ 5 f 
this inſtanee. S805; Ss ak. vs Bo 
| Compatiing and imagining” eee King. EET: 


is, he who intends, he into-whoſe imagination it /enters,” her — 

who conceives the deſign of deſtroying the Sovereigm uon 
the Throne is guilty of the crime. It is the intention and“ 
imagination of the perſon upon which the law affixes the 
guilt. And therefore it is that the mann = OY 
paſſing and imagining the death of the King = 

Gentlemen, the law has been thus cautious and thus! | — 
anxious to preferve the life of his Majeſty, becauſe the law | 1 
knows the danger to which we muſt all be enpoftd g the 
law knows the bloodſhed and ruin into which this coπi˙i r 
muſt be involved, if ſuch compaſſings and imaginations take 
effect, and therefore has gone beyond its uſual mite in its 
care for the preſervation of the perſon of his Majeſty, and 
has eee, pr mmm 1 3 WIE 

done. 1 e . N - 
But e iis bens thus eſis e 
preſerve the lite: of his Majeſty, whilſt it has-gone-the length 5 
of fixing the crime upon che intention of the perſon it has 
been equally anxious for the life of the fubjeQz and tho 
it ſays the intention of the ſubject is the crime it puniſne s 
yet it does not raſhly or lightly collect that intention zit? WE 
does not gather the imagining the death of the King from MW 
looſe or vague ſuſpicion ; for the ſtatute of Edward III. fays, . © 
no man ſhall. be found guilty of compaſſing or imagining che + => 
death of the King, unleſs he'be proveably attaint by open — 
* deed, before men of his condition.. Therefore & is hege fg. 
fary that I ſhould explain to you what that open dee is, or 

„ 5 e - what 
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what it is which is called in the language of the law, an Ge 
Act of High Treaſon. Every indictment muſt contain in it the 
overt zets charged upon the priſoner, and * n or ne” 
5 falſchood of thoſe now ſtated you are to try. V, 
Gentlemen, an Overt Act of High Treaſon, i is this” en 
© A that are uſed: for effectuating the purpoſe of the mind. If a 
_ Perſon barely-conceives the idea of compaſſing and imagining 
the King's death, that is not treaſon, but it becomes treaſon, 
and puniſhable as ſuch, the moment he employs any means, 
whatever thiey may be, to effrctuate the pur poſe of his mind; 
what the law calls an Overt Act in its own language, is then 
in common language, no more than the means the perſon 
takes to effectuate the purpoſe of his heart. And the overt 
acts ſtated to you in this indictment, are the means which we 
charge this defendant has employed to carry his intention | 
into practice. Gentlemen; you have heard the pliraſe com- 
paſs and imagine the King's death. Now, you are not to fup- 
poſe from this that it is neceflary for me to ſtate ſome direct 
or poſitive deſign to poiſon or aſſaſſinate the King, or put an 
end to his life by any direct method. It is not neceſſary ! 
ſhould prove an attempt to aſſaſſinate or deſtroy him di- 
rectly, becauſe I have told you the crime is in the imagina- 
tion of the perſon, and the overt act is the means uſed to 
carry it into effect. If he intended to do that which, in 
its natural conſequence, endangers the life of the King; if 
he uſed means to accompliſh a purpoſe which placed his 
Majeſty ina ſituation of peril, and thoſe means be ſtated in 
the indictment, he muft be found guilty; for men thall-not 
de allowed to attempt to place the Sovereign in ſuch ſituations; 
and then ſay they did not compaſs the death of the king, 
decauſe they did not intend the natural 10 S ah ord | 

| een reſulting from their acts. 0 
T berefore, if I produce evidence to fatisfy you of ſacks 
| intention in the prifoner at the bar, and if I have. charged- 
in the indictment, and prove in fact what amounts in point 
al law, to means uſed to effectuate that intention, and that 
5 it will be OW duty 1 to find him guilty. 


et 


„„ EE 
Mg nch ideas, theie are not are alia. 
ee of the law r 9 
in which I ſtand, in the peculiar circumſtances in which 1 - 
am now addrefling a Jury of my\conntrymen, I ſhould feel 8 
myſelf highly criminal indeed, Gentlemen, if I ſtretehed the | 
law one word beyond its fair bearing. I wiſh you to take 0  _, 
no conſtruction of mine into your confideration. I will prove >. 
| what I have ſaid to be the law by the opinions and writings . J 
of able and ſkilful men, at all periods of our conſtitution, and 3 
by the words of learned and ' «5 


wiſe TO at different dn ; 
upon different trials. . Re 
Gentlemen, Mr Juſtice Forſter, one of 10 beſt» veritens | | 
upon the Criminal Law of England, and a man not more 
famous for correctneſs and elegance of writing, than for the By 
love of liberty and the con{litution of his country ſays, * 
$ The care the law hath taken for the perſonal ſafety of the 
King is not confined to actions or attempts of the more 
c flagitious kind, to aſſaſſination or poiſon, or other attempts ; 1 
. directly and immediately aiming at his life; it is extend- ö 
ed to every thing wilfully and deliberately done or at- 
5 tempted, whereby his life may be endangered. He goes 
on to ſay, And therefore the entering into meaſures for 75 4 
5 depoſing the King, or impriſoning him, or to get his per- 3 
5* ſon into the power of the conſpirators; theſe offences are | 
« overt acts of treaſon within the branch of the ſtatute ; for 
ce experience hath ſhewn, that between the priſons and the 
5 graves of Princes, the diſtance is very ſmall.” But Gen- 
tlemen, he don't even ſtop here, for he goes on to tell you, : 2 
% That offences which are not ſo perional to the King as _ 
** thoſe already mentioned, have been with great Propriety 0 
60 brought within the ſame rule, as having a tendeney, tho? 
& not ſo immediately, to the fame fatal end.” He puts this 
caſe,which in my opinion, illuſtrates the law better than any 
caſe I can ſtate ta you. The caſe he puts is this 5,4 A per · 
* {on entering into meaſures in concert with foreigners or 
% others, in order to an invaſion of the kingdom, or going, 
into a  «foegign ONE or even 1 to gothither te 
| 905 1 that „ 


„ 

13% 
** 
3K 


* 
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- & chat end, and; taking any ſteps in order thereto ; theſe 
cc offences are overt acts of compaſſing the King's death.“ 
You wall obſerve, Gentlemen, if the perſon, abroad happened 

to be 4 perſon who is at amity with the Crown of England, 
] che end: it meant could not be for,adhering to the enemies of 

| che King, . in truth the perſons adhered to were not 

enemies of the King; but ſays Mr Juſtice Forſter, © Men who 

do ſuch acts ought to be, and may be, and many perſons | 

44 upon ſuch a caſe, have been indicted and found guilty of 

6 compaſling and imagining the death of the King. Why? be- 

1 & cauſe thoſe acts have a manifeſt tendency to endanger the 
c perſon of the King, and therefore upon the cleareſt prin- 
t ciples of ſubſtantial and political juſtice are brought with- 
e in that ſpecies of treaſon of compaſſing the death, 
4 ne quid detrimenti reſpublica capiat.“ | 
[Theſe are the words of this learned judge. had upon his 
authority. I ſtate, that if I ſhould lay before you any thing 
That has a manifeſt tendency to endanger the perſon of the 
Sovereign, it will be your duty to find the priſoner guilty of 
this ſpecies of treaſon. This is not the language of Mr 
Joſtice Forſter only; and Gentlemen, you will excuſe 
me for being a little tedious upon the preſent occaſion, be- 
cauft I am anxious every thing ſhould be fully and perfectly 
underſtood. I am anxious to bottom myſelf upon the autho- 

- rity of great and approved writers; ; if it be thought that 1 
am going too much over the ſame ground, the novelty and 
fingularity of this caſe will, I hope, be an apology with you 
and the Court. This is not only the language of Forſter in 
George ad's time, but the language of Lord Chief Juſtice 
Hale himſelf, the greateſt and beſt judge that ever ſat in 
England in Charles 24's time z he tells you | ** Though the 

„ conſpiracy be not immediately and directly, and expreſsly 

| 6 the death of the King, but the conſpiracy is of ſomething | 
{+ that, in all probability, muſt induce it, and the overt act is 

5 6 of ſuch a thing that muſt induce it; this is an overt act to 
e prove the compaſſing ef the King's death,” which is high 
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„„ „ 
bʒ the priſonicr at the bar, that in all phbabilty wight AY 
the death'of the King, that is high treaſon iti the language = 
this great maſter of the law; In another part of his book |. 
he tells us, © An aſſembly to levy war againſt the King, either 
« to depoſe, or reſtrain, or enforce him to any att, or 
t. to come to his preſence, to remove his Counſellors er 


« Miniſters, or to fight againſt the King's Lieutenant or Miz - 


c litary Commiſſionate Officers, is an overt act proving the 

« compaſſing the death of the King; for ſuch a war is di- 
« rectly againſt the very perſon of the King; and he that 
te deſigns to fight againſt the . cannot but . at n 
« jt muſt hazard his life.“ Wk 


Gentlemen, the ſame is the lungungs of all the writers 


of all periods of time; it is the language of Serjeant Hawkins 
in his correct treatiſe of the Crown Law of England: ( Such 
« compaſſing the King's death may be manifeſted, not only 
&& by overt acts of a direct conſpiracy to take away his lifes 
but alſo by ſuch as ſhew ſuch deſign as cannot be executed 
& without the apparent peril thereof“ What T have to 
conclude with is, if, in the language of Forſter, I ſtate any 
thing deliberately done, whereby the perſon of tlie King 
may be in danger, —if I ſtate any facts of manifeſt bendencey 
to endanger the Royal life if, in the language of Hale, 1 
ſtate any thing that in all probability muſt indute the death 
of the King —if, in the language of Hawkins, 1 ſhew any 
defign that cannot be accompliſhed without apparent peril 


of the life of his Majeſty, then, if I prove the facts againſt - 


the priſoner at the bars it "will be your _ to find * 


guilty. 
Gentlemen, in trials bf this ſort, perſoris finding in 
the ſituation of the priſoner, have often ſet forward a 


| ſpecies of defence ariſing from a ſuppoſed conſtruction of the 
law, upon which it is neceffary I ſhould ſay a few words. 
It has often been ſaid, upon trials of this ſort, that a conſpiracy 3 
to levy war (I wiſh the Jury would mark my words) a cons. 
ſpiracy to levy war, is not High Treaſon. Now, Gentle- - 
men, moſt unqueſtionably, in ſome ſenſe, that propoſition is | 


* true. F the priſoner was indifted for n war 


E | againſt 
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e King, moſt «„ 


Found guilty of High Treaſon unleſs war was actually levied. 


Under fuck an indictment, for the ſpeties of treaſon for levy- 


ing war againſt the King, a conſpiracy to levy war would 


not be either am overt act in itſelf, nor would it be admiſ- 
ble in evidence, becauſe the crime charged upon the pri- 


ſoner is levying war againſt the King; and before he can be 
found. gnilty of that crime, war muſt be actually levied. 
The priſoner here is not indicted for levying war againſt the 
King, but for compaſſing and imagining the death of the 


7 King, which is the firſt ſpecies of treaſon ; and under a 
Variety of circuniſtances, a conſpiracy to levy war may or 


may not be an overt act of compaſſing or imagining the 


death of the King. E have ſtated to you, that an overt 2 
is the means uſed to effectuate the purpoſe of the mind. 1 


— — 


Have ſtated to you, that any means uſed to an end = 


has an apparent tendency td put the King's life in danger is 


an overt act of High Treaſon ;- and a confpiracy to levy: war 


in many inſtances; and under many circumſtances; may 
Sew a deſign” which has an apparent tendeney to put the 
King's life in danger, or which cannot be executed without 


putting his perſon in peril—If it is a conſpiracy to levy war 
ey ale conſtitution of the kingdom, of which he is an 


integral part, if it is a conſpiracy againſt the three branches of 


the legiſlature, how can that be a defign which ean be executed 
without apparent peril of his Majeſty's life? I ſtate this to 
you, becauſe I know this is 2 point which has been ſtarted in 
different trials, in former periods of our hiſtory, and ſome 


quotations from books have been found to countenance the 
opinion, that-a-conſpiracy to levy war is not treafon; . But 
I take the law to be, that it is an overt aë of High Treaſon- 
whenever the defign is ſuch as eannot be executed without ap- 


Parent peril of his Majeſty's lite. Gentlemen, not towalk with» 


out authority, and being anxious to ſtate nothing but what E 


ean prove by great authority, I will take the liberty to ſtate. 
that this is no new idea raiſed up to meet the caſe of the 


ee ee nne felbs--r „ 


wa 


| "Gentlemen; very early in the reign of Quern Ern. : 


the prineiple was laid down, and from that” perioe 
been followed up ever fince. - In the 13th'of Elizabeth all 
the judges were conſulted upon a caſe fimilar to the one 1 
have ſtated to you from Mr Juſtice Forfter ; a ſubje& of this 
realm being beyond ſea, practiſed with the prince of a foreign 
country to invade this realm with à great power, and His 
5 iling declared by what” means, and how and in what 
: place the invaſion ſhould be, and if ſuch an invaſion thould 
be, there were many ſudjects there who would affiſt and ad. 
here to him, but there was no ſuch invaſion afterwards. The 
judges were of opinion that theſe offences were treaſon; 
for an invaſion with foreign powers cannot be but of neceffity 
it will tend to the deſtruction or great peril of the Prince. I 
give you the words of the report, and the principle which 
I take to be laid down is, that every thing which of neceſlity | 
tends to the deftruttion or the great peril of the perſon of the 
Prince is, if an overt act be laid and proved, High 'Treafon; 
whether a conſpiracy to levy war, neceſſarily tends, if carried 
into effect, to the great peril of the Prince, will be according 
| 10 the circumſtances of that conſpiracy ; but if the conſpiracy 
be ſuch as is directly againſt the perſon of the Pringe or 
be ſuch as is directly againſt the Government, of whith he is 
a part, and which it is his duty to defend, it can ind be 
contended that it is not ſuch a deſign as puts the perſon ef 
the King in great peril, and it is, if proved by an overt ac, 
High Treaſon. The ſame thing is ſaid by Lord Chief Juſtice 
Hale; I will uſe the freedom of reading his words. That 
yet ſuch a conſpiracy, or compaſling to levy war again 
« the King directly, or againſt his forces, and meeting and con. 
« ſulting for the effecting of it, whether the number of the 
* conſpirators de more or leſs, or difguiſed under any pre- 
i tence whatſoever, as of reformation of abuſes, caſting ee 
ineloſures, particular or generally Nap, of wreſtling, foot- 
4 ball playing, cock fighting—Yet if it can appear that they 
« conſulted or refolved to raiſe a power immediately againſt 
che King, or the liberty or the ſafety of his perſon, this con- 
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F<. gregating of the people for this intent, a maybe 

| F actually levied, is an overt act to maintain an indiftment 

4 for compaſſing the King's death within the firſt clauſe of 
the ſtatute of the 25th of Edward III. for it is a kind of 
7 natural or neceflary ccnſequence that the attempts to ſub- 
e due and conquer the King, cannot intend leſs than the tak- 
* ing away his life.” At other times, and by other * the 
Tame thing has been ſaid. Hawkins ſays, 4% That the l 4 | 


« ing war againſt the King's perſon,” (I rather chuſe to 


them in other mens words than my own, which are more ac- 


curate than any I can uſe;) Hawkins ſays, * That the levying 


yar againſt the King's perſon, or the bare conſulting to levy 
_ ſuch war, or meeting together and conſulting the means 
Fe tao deſtroy the King and his Government, or aſſembling 
L with others and procuring them to attempt the King's 
"06 death, or liſting men in order to depoſe the King, 
de or printing treaſonable poſitions, as that the King is 
* accountable to the people, and that they ought to take 
the government into their own hands, &c. or publiſh- 


$f ing a book to prove that the King! 's Government i is Anti- 


e chriſtian and heretical, &c. may be alledged as overt acts to 
prove the compaſſing the King's death.“ If I ſhould prove 
conſulting, agreeing to levy war, and \ſhew means uſed to 
deſtroy the Goyernment, of which the King is a part—if 1 
ſhew means uſed directly to deſtroy the conſtitution of the 
country have laid before you a caſe of High Treaſon; 
becauſe, whether it be called a conſpiracy to levy war or 


not, I ſhall have laid before you the means uſed by the 


? priſoner at the bar, to effectuate his end, which end is ſuch 
= deſign ag in its apparent and natural tendency muſt endan- 
ger the life of the King, and cannot be executed without 
apparent peril to the perſan of his Majeſty, Therefore, if 

F you ſhould, in the progreſs of this caſe, hear any thing con- 
SE gerning I conſpiracy to levy war, not being High Treafon, 


you' will underſtand - it under the reſtrictions, and in the 
manner in which I have ſtated it; if that confpiracy be of 


levying a war, which it levied, has a direct tendency to de- 


"ny the lite of his N tere Is no N ſuch a con- 


(FW 


—— 
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= piracy is ia; High Treaſon, a - FIR 
parted by every authority. from the * of nn to * 
Roy in which I am ſpeaking, v2 


I wiſh, before I conclude this dt to ee 8 you — ; 


low upon the ſubject of conſpiracies to levy war, from the very 
higheſt authority ; becauſe it is the only point, upon Which 


I conceive any controverſy can ariſe ; therefore, I wiſh to 
ſtate it, not only from the dict of writers of high authori- | 
ty, but to ſtate it from the language of judges of the firſt 
eminence. Probably you have all heard-of the fame of Lord 


Chief-Juſtice Holt, whoſe ability and integrity, at a period 
of lite earlier, perhaps, than any one that ever filled 'that 
high fituation, raiſed him in the glorious reign of King 
William, to the office of Chief-Juſtice of the Kihy's Bench, 


which he filled with ability and integrity, that may have 


been equalled, but never ſurpaſſed, by any one that has ſat 


there ſince. In the caſe of ſome perſons who. were tried 
for being concerned, more or leſs, in a plot for aſſaſſinating 
King William, this defence was ſet forward; and it was 


argued before him, that a conſpiracy to levy war is not an 
overt act of High Treaſon: He ſays this,. And there is 
« another matter the priſoner at the bar inſiſted upou, and 
te that is matter of law; the ſtatute of the 25th of Edward 


* 


\ 


i the 3d was read, which is the great ſtatute about Treas 


5 ſons, and that does contain divers ſpecies of Treaſon, and 
« declares what ſhall be Treaſon 3 one Treaſon is the com- 
“ paſling and imagining the death of the King,—another is 
„the levying war. Now, the priſpner ſays, there is no war 


de levied, and a bare conſpiracy, or deſign to levy war, does 


te not come within this law againſt Treaſon.— Now, for 


that I muſt : ell you, if there be only a conſpiracy to levy 8; 


* war, it is not Treaſon, but if the deſign and conſpiracy | 


e beeither to kill the King, or to depoſe him, or impriſon 
him, or put any force or reſtraint upon him, and the way 


© and method of effecting of theſe is by levying of war, 


there the conſultation, and the conſpiracy ** war for | 
ar be tevied, 


that purpoſe is High Treaſon, though no 
Sr en Ei 


— 
—— W . —— | 
net" — nn * —— —— — — 
eee S Anat Je AE Fon 3 en 
= ARR ds Kinda 2.6, DA \ l <A 
Fa) 


_ = = — 
— een A 


2 


— 


8 1 3 „ 


; e back confultation and conſpiracy is an overt act, pro- 
ding the compaſſing the death of the King, which is the 
- © firſt Treaſon mentioned in the Ratute of the 25th of 
Edward the 3d; for the words of that ſtatute are: That 
«if. any man ſhall compaſs or imagine the death of the 
King; Now, becauſe a man deſigns the death, depoſiti- 
tion, or deſtruction of the King, and to that deſign, a- 
4 grees and conſults to levy war, that this ſhould not be 
9 High Treaſon, if a war he not actually levied, is a very 
s ſtrange dodtrine; and the contrary has always been held 


a to be law. There may be a war levied, without any de- 


a fign-upon the King's perſon, or endangering of it, which 
ww * if actually levied, is High Treaſon, but a bare deſigning F 
4 to levy war, without more, will not be Treaſon, —as for 
© example, if perſons do aflemble themſelves, and act with 


« force in oppoſition to ſome law which they think incon- 
« venient, and hope thereby to get it repealed; this is levy- 
* ing of war, and Treaſon, though purpoſing and deſign- 
& ing it is not ſo; ſo when they endeavour, in great num- 
c bers, with force, to make ſome reformation of their o. 


7 heads, without purſuing the methods of the law, that is 


* levying war, and Treaſon, -but the purpoſes and defigns | 


: « of it are not ſo.— But if there be (as I have ſaid to you) 


« a purpoſe and defign to deſtroy the King, and to depoſe 


© him from his throne, or to reſtrain him, or have any 
e power over him, which is purpoſed or deſigned to be ef. 
c fefted by war that is to be levied, ſuch a conſpiracy and 
* conſultation to levy war, for the bringing this to paſs, is 


, an overt act of High Treafon; ſo that, Gentlemen, as to 


* that objeQion that he makes in point of law, it is of no 
< force, if there be evidence ſufficient to convince you 1 
-& he did conſpire to levy war, for ſuch an end? 
Iln the reign of George the 1ſt, on the caſe of 2 e 


— 


of the name of Layer, who was indicted for a conſpiracy a- 


 gaifiſt his Majeſty, it was alſo attempted to be argued before 
Lord Chief J uſtice Pratt; the then Chief Juſtice of the 


. — that a W to od ds war was not High 


e 3 


115 FR 1 5 
Toeadba--Ale told te counſel, that a: 
decided, a hundred and a hundred times 3 that he did not fit Ml 
chere to overturn what had been: determined at all periode c & 
our conſtitution; that a deſign to levy war againſt the perſon 
of the King, or any deſign to put the King's perſon in-peril, . 
Was High Treaſon, let whatever opinions have been to the Ho J 
contrary. Therefore it is, that at all periods of our conſtis _ - 7 
tution, a deſign, or conſpiracy to raife an inſurrection within 
the kingdom has been held an overt act of High Treaſon s 
becauſe, if raiſed, it muſt put the King's perſon in peril. —— 
If I were to go over the numberlefs indictments in books 
which now lie before me, I could ſhow you hundreds of 
them, nber a conſpiracy to raiſe au inſurrection has been = 
in all times, and by all means, nn laid ann 0 * 2 
High Treafon. _ DE 6 
In Layer's caſe, it was laid the indictment, as an overt 4 
act of High Treaſon, that Mr Layer, in the county of Eſſex, 4 
did publiſh a paper, with a deſign to ſcize the Commander 
in Chief, the Tower, and Sir Robert Walpole and Lord 
| Carteret, and ſome principal perſons about the King.—The ; | 
publication of that treaſonable paper which ſaid not à word _ 
about the perſon of his Majeſty, was diſtinctiy laid as an ??. 
vert act of High Treaſon.— I know there were other acts ; A 
laid in that indictment, as High Treaſon, but I know alſo, © 
that that paper, publiſhed by Layer at Laytonſtone in Eſſex, | 
was laid, as an overt act of High Treaſon, ſeparately and div 7 
ſtinctly, and that paper, as proved by a perſon of the name 
of Lynch, did not contain a ſingle word veſpecting the per- 
ſon of the King, and the Jadges who tried it, and the coun- | 7 
ſel who drew it, and the connfel who defended Mr Layer, . » Þ 
never doubted the publication of that treatonable paper, WS : 
which contained notlting but a defign to ſcize the Tower, to” --2 
lay hold of the Commander in Chief, Sir Robert Walpole, © _ 
and Lord Carteret, and the other Miniſters of the King, 
I fay they never doubted that the publication of that paper 
alone was a ſufficient overt act of High Treaſon; therefore, 
upon the whole of the . after * W 25 


— 


the tit 70 i have been obliged to A I can lay efore. 
you; any deſign, which, in its direct and natural tendency; ; 
would endanger the life of the King, and any means uſed 
for carrying it into execution, or any conſpiracy. for execu2._ 
ting a deſign, which, if executed, would put the perſon of 
his Majeſty in peril, theſe are overt acts of High Treaſon: 
My Lords the Judges, when they come to ſtate the law; 
will correct me if I am wrong, if I have over-ſtated in any 


particular, I ſhould be ſorry not to be corrected. I have en- 


deavoured to be as accurate as I could; if I have not ſucceeds 
ed, my Lords the Judges will tell you, when they come to 


| deliver their charge, in what I have done ſo. 


Having faid ſo much upon the law of the caſey it is 


now. incumbent upon me, to ſtate to you the fact which I 


mean to bring within the law, only premiſing, that conſults 
ing and agreeing to ſuch a conſpiracy and plan as I have 
ſtated, is an overt act of High Treaſon, becauſe fuch con- 

ſultation and agreement are means raken by the prifoner at 
the bar, if proved againſt him, to effectuate the intentions 
of his mind; therefore, if I ſhould lay before you, proof of 


ſuch conſpiracy, or if I ſhould lay before you, proof of the 


priſoner at the bar's agreement to ſuch a confpiracy; or his- 
conſulting for the purpoſe of executing ſuch a conſpiracy as 


leads to a deſign to put the perſon of the King in apparent 


danger, theſe are overt acts of High Treaſon in point of 
lawz whether I thall prove them in point of fact, is for you 
to determine; I ſhall endeavour to ſtate the ow to you as 
ſhortly as in my power. — 
Gentlemen, the facts which I have to ws before you, are 


not of a ſmall conſpiracy of a few obſcure individuals, in an 
obſcure corner of this metropolis; it is a conſpiracy that hat 


ariſen indeed, from a ſmall beginning, which at firſt put on 
the appearance of a deſire to purſue legal objects, which has 
been carried on, by connection and conjunction with the ſes 
ditious perſons in this and other parts of the country, which 
has been foſtered by means of clubs, which has been raiſed 
"4 means of committees, RN has been carried on by the 
means 
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ee cul on of various feditions papers, indus 
ſtriouſly ſpread: through the country, by ſeditious and trea - 
ſonable ſocieties, both here and elſewhere, and hich at _ 
from ſmall beginnings, has grown into a deſign to overſet 
the conftitution of the country, and which, but for the vi- 
gilant interference of the magiſtrates appointed hy the con- 
ſtitution of the country, to guard the public peace, was 
nearly being carried into execution, and might, in its direct 
conſequences, and immediate tendency, have deluged this 
kingdom, from the one end to the other, with blood. Such 
is the conſpiracy 1 mean to charge upon the prifoner at the 
bar ;—ſorry I am to be obliged to ſtate and prove it; but 
ſuch is the nature of the crime I mean to prove; and in do+ + 
ing this, I ſhall firſt ſtate to you, the plan and conſpiracy it- 
ſelf, and then lay before you, the part which the priſoner 
acted in it, when and how far he acceded to it, and the 
means en to We e e {2 . EXE= 
cution. 9 

Lou muſt lee tee e bt ſows: 3 

this country, meetings calling themſelves by various names, 
and aſſuming various forms, but in general, calling them- 
ſelves, or miſcalling nm by the name Ann 
of the People. 

Tou are not Jones, that, e rd biet, als 
firſt pretended object at leaſt was, to petition Parliament to 
obtain what they call a reform in the-repreſentation of the 
people. You are not ignorant, Gentlemen, that theſe pet 
tions, whether they were preſented really to obtain a reform, 
or whether they ere preſented for the purpoſe of being re. 
jected, I don't know, but you are not ignorant that theſe peti- 
tions did not procure that redreſs which the petitioners deſi- 
red. Soon after, early in the year 179% 2 new ſcheme, 
and a pew plan took place. The firſt piece of evidence 
which I ſhall lay before you, is-the beginning and dom 
mencement of that plan, in order to ſhow you where it be 
gan, and ur it grew to the magnitude to which it aſter- 
Wards —The nn the ** 1 have to 
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| lay before you, will 1 feds in a dener wü in Wos Gang te 
this country, by a perſon of. the name of Hardy, who was 
ſieeretary to a ſeditious ſociety i in London; of great magni- 
1 wrote to a perſon every body knows in this 
country, one Skirving, informing him,“ Our petitions, 
“ you will have learned, have been all of them unſuccels- 
6c ful; our attention muſt therefore be turned to ſome more 
t effectual means; from your ſociety we would willingly 

learn them, and you, on your part, may depend upon our 
« Ds the firmeſt meaſures, provided they are conſti- 
„ tutional To this letter Mr Skirving returns an an- 
ſwer, and points out what he thought were more effcetual 
means... 

Me 8 Lord Prelident, as che . has 
aid nothing yet upon theſe letters, your Lordſhip will. de- 
cide whether it is; fit to read letters of any. Nad N are 
not to be uſed as evidence. 7 5 

Mr Anftruther. They are to be read as W oy do 
not mean to ſtate to you the contents of a ts paper A 
J do not mean to uſe in evidence. 

Mr Hamilton. I ſubmit to your Lordſhip if * proper 
to read. thoſe letters. 

LoRD PRESIDENT, (to the jury). Gals Jon will not 
pay any attention to letters, unleſs they be nnen ae 
arly proved before you. 

Mr Fletcher. To this part of the buſineſs, 88 ſhould 
abſtain from taking notes of any thing that paſſes. _ 

Mr Auftruther. At preſent it is my duty to Kate the 

evidence I mean to lay before you. 1 ſhall ſtate the contents 
of no letter, and the words of no paper which I do not mean 
to prove; but as the letters and. papers make a part of my 
ſtory, and J cannot ſtate the caſe without I ſtate the con- 
tents of the letters, I rather chuſe to do it from the words 
of the letters themſelves, than ate the: baren ae any re- 

collection e 
- Gentlemen, I have told you the Girl 1 eee upon n this 


fujed, v was a letter whight talked of more 9 means. 


8 t 4 5 
in auler s that 1 the Pertön to whom'if was © addict. . 


ſed, whoſe character and ſituation I will prove to you, and 
whoſe hand writing I will alſo prove, returned an anſwer to 
Bis correſpondent in London; in which he perfedly agrees 
with him, that more effectual means of reform were now to 


be turned to. He then goes on to ſtate, that the meetings 


| in England are what he calls an Ariſtocracy for the good of 


the people ; but the meetings in Scotland are the people 


themſelves. He then ſtates, that he, foreſaw the downfall 


of the whole of this Government, and that they in this 


country had at once perfected the plan of their organization 3 


and the reaſon of perfecting the plan of their organization 


was, that when that time came they might be ready to act with | 


unanimity, and not be occupied about organization, without 
which however anarchy muſt enſue. The letter will be laid 
before you, and in that letter you will ſee the firſt dawnings 

of a meeting which calls itſelf a Convention. It was no 
wonder; Gentlemen, that they turned their eyes to this in- 
ſtrument, as more effectual than petitioning 3 they had 
ſeen the powerful effect of a Convention in other countries; 
and they therefcfe turned their eyes to it as a more effectual 
means of a reform; and I grant it would be more effectual 


in carrying on this plan than any petition whatever. You, 
will ſeethroughout the whole of this letter I have to lay be⸗ 
fore you the firſt project of a Convention; vou will ſee that .. 
2 meeting was not intended for the purpoſes of reform, by 


petition to Parliament, or by legal means; when the Go- 
vernment of this country was to be diffolved' and be at an 
end, an event they looked to not only as certain, but de- 
firable, then the gentlemen were to be ready with their 


plan of organization; then they were to act as a Convention 
aſſembled from, and repreſenting, all parts of the Kingdom. 5 


Theſe p papers, I fay, contain the” firſt project of calling - 8 


Convention of the people of this country; the only obſer: 
vation 1 ſhall make on them is this, that you will ſte. from 


them it was not the intention of the perſons calling them 
ſelves a a SEE" it was not thei intention of FENG 8 
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W proceed by petition ' to Parliament, but their intent wins” 
Ly proceed by their own force and authority, and nor by the 
q means of the legal organs of this Eonſtitution; to proceed 
by their own will, and not by that of the legat Government 
of the country, to fupercede the Tegiſlature in all its func- 
tions, aud to have recourſe to means of reform, to ufe their 
own words; more effectual than petitioning. If their deſigu- 
was to proceed by their own authority, and that deſign is 
proved to you,—if their deſign was to take into their hands- 
; the Government of the Country, or to ſuperſede for ever, or 
à time, the exiſting Government of the Country; theſe are 
deſigns which could not be effected without apparent danger 
of the King's life, and I have no ſeruple to fay,'are High 
"Treaſon ; whether ſuch a deſign be proved in the 1-2 cag? of 
this trial, will be a matter for you to conſider: 

Gentlemen, ſoon after this plan was formed, a body, u un- 
Wy to this Conſtitution, met in Edinburgh, calling itſelf 
a Britiſh Convention; at firſt it did not aſſume that name, 
Put it met towards the latter end of laſt year, compoſed of 
_ perſons deputed from different parts of this Kingdom, of 

different ſocieties in England and Scotland ; its views and 
objects, its plans and intentions you will have to judge of. 

H, upon the whole matter, you ſhall be of opinion its 
views were legal; if the means intended for the enecution of 
| thoſe views were peaceable and conſtitutional, then there 
is no harm in that Society; but, if yow ſhould be of opinion 
upon the whole matter, that its views were unconſtitutional 
and illegal, that the means by which they intended to carry 
thoſe objects and views into execution, were to:ſuderſede the 
Legiſlature of which his Majeſty. is a part, to carry on its 
Plans by its own force, power and authority ; ; it is nothing 
more nor lefs but an intention to ſuperſede the legiſlation, 
to take into its hands the power of Government, and at 
leaſt for a time, tb depoſe and put aſide his Majeſty from 
the legal authority veſted in him by the conſtitutien:  whe-; 
ther that was the purpoſe of the Convention or not, woo 


| befor you to Judge. 1 ar Point out ſome of its: acts. 


| Gentlemen, 
| 

LS 

8 f 


Pens attended by perſons from various parts of this king - 


Gentlemen, nada e 


dom, ſome from England and ſome: from Scotland 3 and 1 


muſt call your attention to a part of the inſtructions from 
the London Correſponding Soeiety, to which Hardy, the 


writer of the firſt letter I have mentioned, to Margarot and 
Gerald. their delegates, was Secretary, dated the 24th of 
October 1793. Theſe inſtructions will be proved ; they con- 
tain a direction to theſe delegates to reſiſt the authority of 


the legiſlature: in caſe the legiflature ſheuld do a particular 
act. Sect 7. of theſe inſtructions, ſtates, © That it is the duty 


« of the people to reſiſt any Act of Parliament repugnant 


14 to the original principles of the Conſtitution, as would be 


« exery attempt to prohibit aſſociations for the purpoſe of 
« reform.” Is this any thing more or leſs than a reſolution: to 
reſiſt the legiflature of this country in the exercife of its au · 
thority, a conſpiracy to intimidate the legiflature from acting 


fairly in the execution of its duties, and a determination to- 


ſet at defiance King, Lords and Commons, and the law it- 


ſelf, and to reſiſt their authority, if they did not act, as this 


{lf created Convention might think, conſtitutionally. With 
theſe inſtructions their delegates came down to this country 3- 


when they arrived, this Convention formed itſelf upon the 


model of another Convention in another country, and tock the 
name of the Britiſi Convention, and formed itſelf into depart» 


ments Fit uſed all the cant phrafes and forms uſed in France. 


had its ſedtions, its departments, granted henors of the fitting 


had its primary aſſemblies and provincial departments, and ab- 


furdly dated its minutes, Firſt year of the Britiſh Convention 
one fand indiviſible. now you may be told, becauſe juries have 


- 


been told, there is no harm in uſing French phraſes, there isno 
harm in uſing cant names. Taking that as'an abſtraftpropas 


ſition, it is unqueſtionably. true ;.but ou that are ſet there to 
judge of the views, intentions, and plans of men ; you. can 
judge of the intentions of men by no other means than by | 
the acts of men; therefore if you ſee men adopting the acta. 
n ad Ke n ne and | 
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undes of a particular deſcr 


. n not hink you will have much difficulty in — the w. 
ference, what the views and objects of theſe men are. It is 


not from names and forms alone you will collect the views 


and intentions of this aſſembly; you will find theſe men, 
after they took the name of the Britiſh Convention, diſcuf- 


ſing and ſettling the plan for the meeting of future Coven- 


tions in other circumſtances and places, as if a Convention 
was to be a permanent body in the legiflature of this coun- 


try; in the early part of it, before it had aſſumed that 
name, motions were made, ſome for the purpoſe of petition- 
ing Parliament for a Reform; and what I would call your 
attention to is this, that from the moment it aſſumed the 
name of the Britiſh Convention, all idea of petitioning 


Parliament for a Reform was abandoned; whenever pro- 
poſed, the order of the day followed ; whenever hinted at, 


it was negatived. After this Convention had proceeded ſome 
ſteps farther, after it had aſſumed the form which I have 


: deſcribed, after it had done the acts which ſhall be given 
in evidence to you, and from which you will be able to 


judge of their intentions and views, ſome reſdlutions were 
propoſed and adopted with a ſingular and extraordinary 
degree of ſolemnity, too bold even for the Convention it- 
ſelf to venture to place them upon their minutes. Whether 
this reſolution amounts to proof of a conſpiracy to reſiſt the 
legiſlature of this kingdom, and to reſiſt and oppoſe the laws 


of this country, will be for you to judge; to me it ſeems de- 


cifive evidence of a deſign not to reſt ſatisfied with the 


| wholeſome laws of their anceſtors, not to petition the Houſes 


of Parliament, or apply f6r redreſs by legal and conſtitutional 
means, but a ſettled conſpiracy to oppoſe every act of Par- 


| . lament that ſhould militate againſt what they {hould pleaſe 
to call the conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, and not only to 
proceed in their conſpiracy, until compelled to deſiſt by ſu- 
paoerior force, but to provide a means of reſiſtance and à 
mode of rebellion, in caſe the exertions of legal authority | 
oF: . the conftirmtional Nee the executive magiſtrate 


© hy * 


* * LEY 
mold diſperſe ad ſcatter them, Som _ the ande. 
oh allude to, J will read to dbu. | 

.«« Reſolved, that the following eee ent reſolutions 


« be inſerted at the end of our minutes, via. Eon 


That this Convention conſidering the A 


« ſequences of any act of the Legiſlature Which may tend 


'« to deprive the whole or any part of the people of their 


c undoubted right to meet, either by themſelves or by de- 


e legation, to diſcuſs any matter relative to their common 
t intereſt, whether of a public or private nature, and hold- 
« ing the ſame to be totally inconſiſtent. with the firſt prin- 
1 ciples and ſafety of the ſociety, and alſo ſubverſive of 


% our known and acknowledged conſtitutional liberties, do - | 


hereby declare, before God and the world, that we ſhall 
*« follow. the wholeſome example of former times, by pay» 


* ing no regard to any act which ſhall militate againſt the 


2 conſtitution of our country, and ſhall continue to aſſem- 
6 ble and conſider of the beſt means by which we can ac- 


*« compliſh a real: repreſentation of the people and en 


election, until compelled to defift by ſuperior force. 
And, we do reſolve, that the firſt notice given for 
« the introduction of a Convention Bill, or any bill of a 


* ſimilar tendency to that paſſed in en in * . 35 


« Seffion of their Parliament: 
Or any bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Mako 8 


. Act, or the act for preventing wrongous ae eee 
« and againſt undue delays in trial in North Britain; 


% Or, in caſe of an invaſion, or the admiſſion of any 


e foreign troops whatſoever into Great Britain or Ireland; 
« All, or any one of theſe calamitous circumſtances ſhall 
ce be a ſignal to the ſeveral delgates to repair to ſuch place 


* as the Secret Committee of this Convention ſhall appoint; 


e and the firſt ſeven members ſhall have power to declare 


* the ſittings permanent; ſhall conſtitute. a2 e 4 | 


8e and twenty: one proceed to buſineſs.” 


Theſe reſolutions are of ſuch a nature, that bardly » a man : 


who Bears me, aan doubt that 1 diſcloſe a conf, 
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they will refift until compelled to ſeparate by Juperior force; 
force ſuperior to what? force ſuperior to that force which 
they had to bring againſt it; how is it poſſible to conſtrue 
theſe words, without being of opinion that they point di- 
recily to ſupporting their deſigns by arms, and that they 
were determined to meet in ſpite of the law of the country, 
till the fate of battle ſhould decide who was to have the rule 
of this'nation—Now, let me aſk whether this be any thing 
Hort of a conſpiracy againſt the conſtitution of this king- 
dom, and whether it be not a deſign which could not poſ- 
fGibly be carried into effect, without apparent peril to the 
life of his Majeſty? If it was ſucceſsful for an inſtant, he 
Vas in fact depoſed from his throne, his authority as King 
gone, and the conſtitution he has ſworn to defend, and 
which it is his duty, as I am ſure it is his with to ſupport, 
at the hazard of his life itſelf, abſolutely annihilated. But it 
does not ſtop here, there is a farther part of the conſpiracy, 
20 which 1 muſt call your attention. This Convention 
<- doth therefore reſolve, that every delegate, upon return 
* home, do convene his conſtituents, and explain to them 
< the neceſſity of electing a delegate or delegates, and of 
« eſtabliſhing a fund without delay, againſt either of theſe 
«- emergencies, for his or their expences, and that they do 
1 inſtruct ſuch delegates to hold themſelves in readineſs, at 
4 one hour's warning” It is neceffary to call your at- 
tention to this, not only becauſe yon will find the priſoner 
at the bar, adopting this refolution, acceding to it, and atl- 

Aang under it, taking means to elect that delegate, taking 
means to prepare that fund to provide againſt the emergency 
ſtated in chis paper; but, becauſe it clearly points out the 
means that were to be uſed to render this conſpiracy ſucceſs- 
ul, funds were to be provided, leaders were to be elected, 
who were to be ready at one hour's warning, to ſtep for- 
ward whenever the event happened, which was to rouſe 
OT 3 * the” law, the ** and 


4 


1 1 
the King. To every part of this olution, I he 
| priſoner at the bar's complete acceſſion, and 1-iball: 8 
fore you, all the means he took to curry it into eſfeſt j and 
what I have to charge upon him here; is a conſpirae to 
reſiſt the legiſlature of this. kingdom by force, and taking 
meaſures and providing means for carrying that confpiracy: 
into execution. You are not ignorant that this meeting or 
convention was put an end to, and diſperſed by the bold=: - 
neſs and activity of the perſon who then held the ſituation ol 
the firſt magiſtrate of this city; a perſon I am ſure I need not” 
name to you, one whoſe merit you are well acquainted with, 
and to whoſe conduct, on that occaſion, his country is a 
much obliged, as perhaps it ever was to any perſon that e- 
ver filled that high ſtation, I mean Provoſt Elder. I may be 
told, perhaps, what have I to do with this Convention at 
preſent, or what had the priſoner at the bar to do with it? It 
was diſperſed and at an end; but I ſhall ſhow you, that that 
Convention, although diſperſed, was fill alive; the reſoluti-. - 
on I have read; and another which ately followed, and 
which was unanimouſly, agreed to, is, that the moment of 
any illegal diſperſion of the Britiſh Convention, ſhould- be 
conſidered as a ſummons to the delegates to repair to the 
place of meeting, appointed for the Convention of Emer- 
gency by the Secret Committee. Theſe two reſolutions provi- 
ded againſt the event which took place, they kept alive the 
conſpiracy in another form, and furniſhed the means of fa; 
ture rebellion. I ſhall proye to you, that the 'priſoner at 
the bar adopted thoſe reſolutions, followed out thoſe plans, 
took means to collect that fund, and ele& thoſe delegates: 
who, were to ſet the Legiſlature at defiance, and provided. 
and collected arms to render their plans ſucceſsful, and their 
re ſtance effectual. The Britiſh Covention being diſperſed, 
a plan reſulting from thoſe reſolutions, and grounded on the 
| Hip of the Britiſh Convention, took place in Eng- 
land, of calling a Convention there; the nature ot that 
Convention I ſhall lay before you, and it is neceſſary I 
Would, e it will explain to you the nature of that 
0 : Tart 
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' Eckiventlon; to which the priſoner at the bar was to erde 
delegate, for the ſupport of whom he was to provide a fund, 
and for the maintenance of which, he was to ſend money 
and collect arms. You will ſee, that although a fimilar plan 
had been in contemplation in England, although the ſocieties 
there intended a Convention to be called, yet the immetliate 
cauſe of that meaſure, the peculiar reaſon which made it in 
their idea more immediately neceſſary aroſe from the diſper- 
ion of the Britiſh Convention, and that the reſolution I 
_ Have Juſt read to you was acted upon, and the conſpiracy 1 
have ſtated kept alive and proceeded on with 1 vigor in both 
parts of the united kingdom. The firſt conſiderable meet- 
ing, after the period I am talking of, for the purpoſe of 
calling this new Conventiòh in England, was held at a place 
called the Globe Tavern in London. There the London 
Correſponding Society, one of thoſe factious ſocieties which 
Had ſent delegates to the Britiſh Convention, met and came 
to certain reſolutions for the purpoſe of calling another 
Convention; theſe ſhall be laid before you. I have only to 
ſtate at preſent, that the leading feature of them was a reſo- 
. Tvtion to call a general Convention, to take the Govern- 


ment of this country into their own hands, to form a Go” 


vernment'of their own, independent of King, Lords, and 
Commons, and to frame their own laws and conſtitution. They 
Hy they muſt have a Convention of the people, and why? 
| becauſe they will have redreſs from their own laws, and not 
from the laws of their plunderers, enemies and oppreſſors. 
From the papers which will be laid before you, you will 
Rave no difficulty to diſcover who they mean by their plun- 
derers, enemies, and oppreflors; they mean neither more nor 
leſs than the King, Lords, and Commons of this kingdom ; - 
and if this be their meaning, you cannot doubt, that if they 
were to form their own laws,it was not by the authority of the 

giflature of this country, but by their own power and au- 

rity.” They were to procure their own laws, not by the me- 
dium of King, Lords, and Commons, but by forming laws them- 
Kelves. The Convention, ee which they * to 
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all, ws esst l0 . thority in th 
exerciſe: of all its functions. 5 
When you come to read theſe RUNS Ln ie 5p 
the very ſociety which ſent delegates to Edinburgh, digned 
by the very perſon who ſigned the inſtructions to thaſe de- 


legates, it will be impoſſible for you, not to remark theifin- 


gular and exact coincidence between theſe teſolutions, anil 
thoſe of the Britiſh Convention I have read to you. The 
Convention is, (ſay they) rendered neceſſary, by the diſper- 

ſion of that in Edinburgh. It is to meet on the ſame e- 
vents, it is to reſiſt the government on the ſame pretences, 
jo aſſume the ſame powers, and to be compoſed in the ſame 
manner as the Convention propoſed by the reſolution I have 
read to you, and to ſuch a Convention was the priſoner at 
the bar to ſend. a delegate, for the ſupport of ſuch a body 
was he to provide a fund, and while the London Corres 
Tponding Society, and other bodies connected with the Bri- 
tiſh Convention, were playing their parts in the other end 


of the iſland, the priſoner and his 8 wn 


hand with them in this. 7 
The next important ſtep indie was, at 4 Nas eimd 
Chalk Farm, where the ſame ſociety met, and came to fome 
reſolutions, not very different from thoſe of the Britiſh Con- 
vention, and as directly contradicting the authority of King, 
Lords, and Commons, in all their branches z and they there 


too declared that certain laws they will not abide by, they 


will not ſubmit to, whether * have or have 2 the cons 
{ent of Parliament. 


Now, Gentlemen, I have Rated to you a nn 0 


has exiſted in this country, the tendency and object of 
which was, to ſuperſede the authority of the Legiſlature, 


and to reſiſt its decrees by force, after the diſperſion of that 
meeting, by the ſpirit and exertion of the firſt magiſtrate of 
this city. I have ſtated to you the means that were taken, by 
thoſe who had been ſent delegates to that Convention, às it 


called itſelf, to call another Convention, to meet at another 
8 * nature of that Convention, chen called, What e 
"M 2 | 5 00.” 
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| nn IRe meant to form it; what its 
nature and purpoſes were, you will learn, from the incontro- 
vertible evidence of their own reſolutions, from which you 
[cannot fail to ſee, that their object was to form laws for them- 
-felves; to ſupport themſelves by their own authority, to reſiſt 
andrepell, to ſuperſede and deſtroy the authority of the Legiſ- 
Alature of this Kingdom; as the reſolutions at the Globe La- 
vern, the reſolutions at Chalk Farm in the neighbourhood of 
London, where they expreſsly reſolved to reſiſt certain laws, 
| whether thoſe laws took place with or without the conſent of 
Parliament, diſtinctly mark out what it is they meant to de- 
ſtroy, and they meant to ſuperſede; they meant to ſuperſede 
bat they call the hereditary ſenators of this kingdom, they 
meant to ſuperſede what they call the yacked majorities of 
pretended repreſentatives of the people, they meant to ſu- 
perſede the Legiſlative authority, and to raiſe themſelves up, 
as the governing power of this country in its ſtead, to en- 
a& ſuch laws as they thought proper, to diſobey ſuch as 
they diſliked, without the leaſt hint that they meant to leave 
the leaſt trace of the Conſtitution, under which you now 
Jive, ſtanding. If you ſhall be of opinion that this is the fair 
_ weſult of the papers I ſhall lay before you, if you ſhall be of 
opinion they meant to ſuperſede the authority of the Legiſ- 
lature, and the authority of King, Lords, and Commons, 
vou cannot doubt that this is ſuch a deſign, which, if carried 
Into execution, has a manifeſt tendency to put his Majeſty's 
life in danger, in truth, it is / nothing ſhort of depoſing the 
King from the throne, and putting an end to the authority 
. the government under which we live. 

Such were the proceedings (which I don't Rate more at 
length. becauſe they will be read to you) of thoſe ſocieties in 
nnn met for the nn egg, agg 
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WI theſe 3 were carrying on, and theſe re- 
8 adopted, letters, ſigned by the name of Hardy, 
. were written, and diſperſed all over this country, to incite 
* call . Briviſh Convention; | I mark theſe 
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if L can ſhow the priſoner acting upon — ads - 
the reſolution of the Britiſh Convention which has been 


read to you, of the nature of the Convention he meant to 
call,you cannot doubt it was to be another Britiſh Conventi- 


on of the ſame nature, and tendency, and with the ſame views 


and objects as the firſt.— The letter ſpeaks for itſelf; - its 


meaning no man can miſtake 3 1 * read it to you without 


2 comment. — 53 
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& THE critical moment is dert and dns muſt ei- 
« ther aſſert, with zeal and firmneſs, their claims to liberty, 
1 or yield without reſiſtance to the chains that miniſterial 
e uſurpation is forging for them. Will you co-operate with 
« us in the only peaceable meaſure that now preſents itſelf 
« with any proſpect of ſucceſs? We need not intimate to you, 
« that notwithſtanding the unparalleled audacity of a cor- 
c rupt and over- bearing faction, which at preſent - tramples 


„% on the rights and liberties of the people, our meetings. 


c cannot, in England, be interrupted without the previous 


« adoption of a Convention Bill, a meaſure it is our duty 


te to anticipate, that the ties of union may be more firmly 
& drawn, and the ſentiments and views of the different ſos 
« cieties throughout the nation be compared, while it is yet 


&* in our power, ſo as to guide and direct the füture opera- 


« tions of the Friends of Freedom. Rouſe then, to one 
c exertion more, and let us ſhow our conſciouſneſs of this 
« important truth.—If we are to be beaten down with 
« threats, proſecutions, and illegal ſentences, we are un- 


« worthy, we are incapable of Liberty. We muſt, however, 


« be expeditious ; Heſſians and Auſtrians are already among 
« us; and, if we tamely ſubmit, a cloud of theſe armed 
6 barbarians may ſhortly be poured in upon us. Let us 


tt“ form, then, another Britiſh Convention; we have a cen- 


« tral ſituation in our view, which we believe would be 


«© moſt convenient for the whole iſland ; but which we for- 
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& n Haoiiog. your confidence in en 
_ < ticular,) till we have the anſwer of the ſocieties, with 
« which we are in correſpondence. Let us have your, an- 
at fer, then, by the zoth at fartheſt, earlier if poſſible, 


« whether you approve of the meaſure, and how many de- 


s legates you can ſend, with the number A e of 


« "Ju ſocieties. + _ 

| « 3 > ce 

« In Civic affection, 

. THE LONDON CORRESPONDING $0crgTT, | 
« T. HARDx, Secretary.” 


; « For the management of this buſineſs, we have appoint= 
et ed a Secret Committee; you will NIH how far it is  necel- 


| « ary for you to do the ſame.” 


1 ; any here be told, hat i is all this to the ar the 
bar? and if I was to ſtop here, I ſhould be told truly; but 


- f neceſſary I ſhould ſhow to you, firſt, the exiſtence of a 
conſpiracy, the exiſtence of a plan to ſuperſede the Legiſla- 


tive power; and then, to ſhow you the part the priſoner play- 


ed in the execution of it: and Gentlemen, perhaps you may 
be ſurprized to hear that the priſoner at the bar had any 


ſhare in ſuch a conſpiracy, but you will not be more ſur- 
prized than I was, when I heard that he was at all concern= 


ed in carrying on a plan of this nature. For it is no leſs 
ſtrange than true, that hardly ſo much as two years ago, the 


priſoner at the bar pretended to be a friend to the exiſting 
government of this country, and.to be particularly intereſt- 


ed in the ſafety and welfare of a perſon in a very eminent 


fituation-i in this kingdom, known to you all. He pretended 


to have a particular regard, not only for the Conſtitution of 


| his country, but to the perſon, and to the character of the 
reſpectable and illuſtrious perſon who fills the office of one 


of his Majeſty's Secretaries of Statez he pretended, I ſay, to 


7 be particularly intereſted in his welfare, and did certainly, 
about two years ago, write to him certain letters, offering 


to 


f [i . s 2 
to Bit him information, reſpecking the proceedings of fort. 
| etics,who then called themſelves bf me name e of the 11 8 0 
of the People. | 

Gentlemen, it is uriqueſtionably true that, that illu Wong 
perſon (as it was his duty to do in his ſituation) did return an 
anſwwer to the letter written to him by the priſoner at the bar; 
that letter will he] read to you; it is ſuch a letter as it was 
his duty to write, and it it is ſuch a letter as, being his duty 
to write, I am ſure he would write; becauſe in every ſitua- 
tion which, he holds I am ſure he will do his oy to his 
Sovereign and to the public. 

The aver from the Secretary of State informed him 

that he ſhould be happy to have any information he thought 
it fit Government ſhould k leaving it to him to give 
what information he Ie After this period, the” 
priſoner at the bar had ſome correſpondence with my learn- 
ed friend who fits next me, and ſome information he did 
give him reſpecting the proceedings of a Society which calls | 
. itſelf the Friends of the people, and ſome _ information he | 
di d give perſonally to Mr Dundas himſelf. What that was, 
as the priſoner has thought fit to ſubpœna my learned friend 
near me, when he is examined he will ſtate; and the whole 
correſpondence that took place between them, its nature, 
contents and limits, though he might ſhelter himſelf under 
his ſituation, and might demur till he knew the queſtions 
that might be aſked him, he will ſtate and lay before you. 
I have his authority for ſaying there i is no queſtion he will 4 
not readily anſwer that can be aſked, or any correſpondence 
which took place he will not lay before you, if he has it, if 
not, he will ſtate to you its contents to the beſt of his recol- q 
lection and belief. 

Whether the priſoner conveyed true or falſe 8 
to my learned friend is not for me to determine; if he is 
examined he will ſtate what that information was. That | 
correſpondence, ſuch as it was, continued till ſome time 
about the middle of the year 179 3- Anterior to the meeting 
of the Britiſh Convention , anterior to the treaſonable con- 

{piracy which I have ſtated to exiſt in this country, anterior 
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| thoſe delten to reſiſt the Jegiſlature and all legal au- | 
thority, all correſpondence had ceaſed between the priſoner 


at the bar and my learned friend. Why that correſpondence 
ceaſed is not for me to ſay. I do not chuſe to tate to you 
either the applications which were made by the priſoner” at 


the bar to my learned friend, or the conſequences and event 
of thoſe applications. Whatever they were, if the priſoner 


at the bar wiſhes them to be laid before you, my learned 


friend will ſtate them to you fairly and fully. I fay nothing 
more than this, that from the month of September laſt, or there- 


zbouts, all communication, all correſpondence of any kind 


ceaſed between the priſoner at the bar and my earned — 
or the other Officers of Government. 


> To 


Now, Gentlemen, it is my duty, and very ſhort I Galt 
bein Rating to you the conduct of the priſoner at the bar, 


prior to the ceaſing of the correſpondence I have mentioned, 


I do not know that Mr Watt was a member of the meeting 
called the Friends of the People, and unleſs I can connect 
him with the acts of the Britiſh Convention, unleſs I can 
ſhew you his intention of calling another Convention, and 
the means he took to elect delegates and provide funds for 


their ſupport, and connect him with the conſpiracy formed | 
in this country againſt the exiſting government of the ſtate, 


I cannot call upon you for a verdict upon the firſt part of 
this indictment But you know, and my Lords will tell 
you, it is not neceſſary for me to prove every overt act laid 
in the indictment; if 1 prove only one of the overt acts laid | 


in the indictment, if that be an overt act ſufficient in law, it | 
ts your duty to find him | guilty. For this I ſhall, before I, 


proceed further, give you a direct and ſhort authority. Mr 


Juſtice Forſter ſays, * if divers overt acts are laid, and but 


one proved, it will be ſufficient, and there muſt be a ver- 


dict for the Crown; and therefore though divers overt acts 
e are laid and the indictment is faulty as to ſome of them, it 


* ſhall not be quaſhed, becauſe that would deprivethe Crown 
« of the opportunity of proving other overt acts. that are 


« wel] d. o If I ate that the PO” took certain means 
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bh 6 full evidence of his trait 


5 enough to ſupport. the verdict of. Gulty--af. 1 don't _ 
couple the . priſoner at, the bar with a colfpiracy in this 
country, and if I don't couple the priſoner with a onſpiracy 
in another*country, it is your duty to find him not guilty, 


unleſs I prove againſt him other overt acts of High Treaſon - 


laid im this indictment, I truſt however I ſhall have no dif- 
- ficulty in proving him guilty of every part of it, as ell as 
acting his part in the conſpiracy to ſuperſede and overturn 
the Conſtitution of the Kingdom by means of 4 Convention 
as in the more direct but not leſs flagrant and wicked plans 
and ſchemes ſet forth in the 18 ew . the ae 
you are now to try. 

As ſoon as the Airy of the Magiſtrates 5 the "es 1 
the law had diſperſed the Britiſh Convention, that body 
ceaſed to exiſt in the form of a Convention, but did: not 
ceaſe to exiſt in fact; for very ſoon after its diſperſion, the 
Societies which had fent members to the Convention, and _ 
many of the members of the Convention itfelf, formed them 


ſelves into another body for the purpoſe, as 1 ſhall prove to 4 


you, of carrying into effect various objects of the Britiſh 
Con ention of keeping its ſpirit alive, and of calling anocher 


Coarenten- fimilar to that N was Juſt: Ar the 6 


name * took immedinely aſhir the defttaſtion 5 [this 
Britiſh: Convention I cannot exactly tell, but I believe they - 
called themſelves the Committee of Correſpotudence, or 4 
General Committee; but whatever might be the name of 
that Committee, the priſoner at the bar was a member of it 
the nature of it will be proved to you by the witneſſes; 1 
ſtate to you its objects to be to carry into effect the views 
and projects of the Britiſh Convention, to elect a delegate 


or delegates to ſend to another Convention that was to be \ 


e and and to Pe a * er defraying 
NH ; ed 


and compaſſings, and which are {aid inthe indiftments 5 4 8 
acts of High Treaſon, it is of no importance whether, F fail 
| in 1 of others or not; becauſe I haye then pred 
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| the UWptvces of thoſe e And now you vin ſce the' 

purpoſe for which I called your-attention ſome time ago to 

the famous reſolution of the Britiſh Convention. It was re- 

ſol ved that every delegate ſhould, 6n his return home, take 

meaſures for th ring another delegate to be elected to re- 
jet 


preſent their y m the enſuing Convention, and to pro- 
vide a fund for the expences of ſuch delegate. Such was 
the obje&t of the Britiſh Convention, and' ſuck the object of 
the Committee. I ſtate therefore that the General Com- 
mittee or Committee of Correſpondence, did meet in con- 
fequence of and for the purpoſe of carrying into effect the 
reſolution of the Britiſh Convention. Mr Watt was a mem 
ber of this Committee of Correſpondence; he became a 
member of that Committee for tlie purpoſe of carrying into 
effect the refolution I have ſo often mentioned, acceding there- 
by to the whole contents of that reſolution, and acceding to, 
and acting in the conſpiracy to reſſſt the legiſſature of the 
country, to repel the law, to reſift by force, and to elect 
another Convention to be called a Britiſh Convention to 
meet in England, with the views, under the circutnſtances, 
with the powers and for the purpoſes I have mentioned al- 
ready. If I prove that Committee exiſting, and Watt acting 
in it, if I prove the Britifn Convention deſtroyed in one ſhape 
and raiſed up in another, if I prove Watt acting upon theſe 
views, I prove: him acting and aceeding to the whole of 
what I ſtated. If that confpiracy be a traitorons'confpiracy, 
and if the object of it was to ſuperſede the lepiflature of the 
country, I have proved enough to implicate him in all the 
eonſequences of theſe acts, however fataFthey may be. Soon 
after the Comniittee of Correſponderice met, Mr Watt 
himſelf moved for the formation of a Committee of Union,. 
the object of which was for the purpoſe of collecting the 
ſenſe of the Friends of the People throughout Endinburgh, 
to further the views of the Britiſh Conventiby, to further 
the ſchemes planned by them, and above all, for the purpoſe 
of aiding and aflifting in e another Britiſh, ee rn 
de meet in Bagland.” 4 


| 4 39 0). 

. qu will remark J uſe the words REPO Brizifh Cenven: . 
ian, becauſe the priſoner, Watt, may, poſfivly ſtate to you 
that he meant by a Convention an innocent meeting, that 
he meant a Convention for the purpoſe of petitioning, that 
he meant a Convention for legal purpoſes, and to purſue its 
objects by ordinary means. I ſtate to you, my Lords, and Gen- | 
tlemen of the 1 jury, and 1 truſt I ſhall be able to Jay before 5 
you evidence to ſatisfy you that Mr Watt could have no 
ſuch objects in view, becauſe he completely acceded to the 
reſolution of the Britiſh Convention, whichwas a reſolution 
to act by force, and to refiſt the authority of the legiſlature.” 
He completely acceded to the calling another Britiſh Con- 
vention, the meaning of which he could not be ignorant 
of. You can hardly believe that a perſon would accede to 

the calling another Britiſh Convention, without knowing 
what the nature of that Convention was, without knowing 
its views and without having examined its objects. The 
only poſſible concluſion from the facts I have to lay before 
Jou is, that Watt acceded in calling another Britifn Con- | 
vention, an and that he knew the nature of that Convention, 
that was ſo meant to be called by all thoſe perſons engaged 
in the confpiracy, to be what I have ſtated, and I tryſt I ſhall 
prove it to be a direct conſpiracy againſt the government and 

conſtitution of this country. 
The formation, or organization as they call it, of the 
Committee of Union, I ſhall lay before you; and among o- 
ther things, ſpecial care ſeems to be taken in the very be⸗ 
ginning for the protection of the members of that Commit- 
tee. Their powers are ſo large t that I don't know what fars 
ther remained to be given; their powers are thus deſcribed : | 
« As repreſentatives the Commitee of Union are inveſted 
* with every power their conſtituents can claim. 'The will 
d of the conſtituent, at the appointment of his tepreſenta- 
2 tive is, that he watch oyer r bis tereſt as A member of 
the community. | 
Mr Hamilton. Mr Anftruther has ſtated a very conſider; ; 
able Pre. of the printed book which hes upon, the table, Y 
"SOM © TY and 
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und is now goipg on "Wits papers; but I do mbit Kienbly 
dio your Lordſhips, that the Jury's minds arenot to be im- 
* — preſſed with a repetition of evidence, which it is ſaid is meant 
| to be given, I ſay, the Counſel for the Crown are only en- 
fitled in this ſtage of the caſe, to ſtate what is the ſubſtance 
they mean to bring forward ; | take it they will mention none 
but what is intended to be brought forward; to ſtate it ge- 
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be a repetition of it, wh ich T underſtand to be grant to 
law. DIS 3 ; | 
Loꝝp Wen Is it contrary to law for a coun 
ſel to ſtate what he means to prove for the benefit of the 
- Court and Jury, that "oy. may Row n is meant 9 0 
e 
Mr Hamilton. He is entitled to fate cke far and ſub- 
"ance, but not to read the papers themſelves. bbs 
Mr Anftruther. The nature of the objection is ſuch, that 
F do not think it neceff. iry to ſtate much in anſwer to it. 
It is my duty to lay before you the caſe I mean to prove 
| for the Crown ; I truſt I ſhall not ſtate any thing to you 


+: 


= - nd the Jury every thing which I mean to prove. 
5 SGentlemen, I was ſtating to you what was the nature of 
=. the Committee of Union, of which Watt was a member, 
and F cannot ſtate te you more correctly the nature of that 

= Committee, than by ſtating their own words, and giving their 

own account of themſelves ; it might be faid, if I were ta 

, make comments or paraphraſes upon the words of the Com- 

mittee of Union, T was ſtraining the evidence meant to be 

laid before yon. 1 therefore give you their own account of 


35 | to do, and you will draw the concluſion, 

= LS Be... FunnaMENTAL PRINCIPLES of the e | 

—_. 4 N Firſt, Thie Committee of Union i is compoſed of perſons 
J appointed by che people to look after their intereſt ; and 


8 i oy” Therefore t the Pape haye the Frey? of oY 


nerally i is all they have a right to do, otherwite there would 


which 1 cannot prove, but I have a right to ſtate to you 


themſelyes ; their own acts will ſpeak what they intended | 


tt are conſequently | amenable for their conduct to the peo- 
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duct in any of the repreſentatives. £9 
„ Second, As repreſentatives, the Committee een 
t are inveſted with every power their conſtituents can claim 
the will of the conſtituent, at the appointment of his re- 
e preſentative is, that he watch over his integeR, as a mem. 


c ber of the community; but the will of the conſtituent is 


the conſtituent himſelf Therefore, if a reprefentative is 
attacked in the diſcharge of his duty, his conſtituents are 
© bound by nature, reaſon, and honour to defend him,” 
Gentlemen, the other regulations for the formation of 
this Committee of Union will be proved and laid before you; 
but I muſt call your attention to this, that in the very out- 
ſet, care is taken to provide for the defence of the 
mittee of Union itſelf. It is eftablithed as a W to 
which every perſon who ſent a delegate to that Committee 
did accede, that if the repreſentative was attacked in the 
diſcharge of his duty, his conſtituents were bound to defend 
him by nature, by reaſon and honour. Thoſe repreſenta- 
tives in the Committee of Union claimed every power the 
conſtituents themſelves could claim; the extent of that pow 


er they have not defined, and I cannot ſtate. ' This Com- 


mittee, with all the powers their conftituents could claim, 
met for the purpoſe of procuring delegates to be elected to 
another Convention, and for the purpoſe of providing mo- 
ney for the expence of ſuch delegates. Not content how- 
ever with the formation of. ſuch a Committee as T have de- 
ſcribed to you, another Committee was *choſen; of which 
Watt was alſo a member, called by the name of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. Tt was choſen” by the Com- 
mittee of Union, from amongſt its own members the fo- 
cieties at large choſe the Committee of Union, the Com- 


mittee of Union choſe the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Watt was a member of the Committee of Union, and a mem 


der of the Committee of Ways and Means. This laſt was 
a FARE Committee ; z It * no books, it committed nothing \. 


to 
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Union, And <a him Ned to the Societies for miſon- po 
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1 A } 
Writing; it had a power of expelling. ** ows 
| members; it yas a permanent Committee, and had the 
power of filling up the vacancies which might take place in 
its own body; it was to tranſact all the money matters of _ 


: 6 the Friends of the People; it was to collect money for 
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defraying the expences of delegates; it vas to colle& 
money for all the other purpoſes whatever, engaged in by 
the Friends of the People; and particularly it was to collect 
money for the N of what they . TE GN 
Saus. ; 
The, bee of Ways and Mas: 8 was FR 
ſome time about the beginning of March laſt, proceeded 
immediately to act; it proceeded to elect a perſon to be 
their Treaſurer, whoſe name was Downie. Watt was not 
Treaſurer, Downie was Treaſurer of that Committee; that 
Committee, after it had expreſsly met to regulate all the mo- 
ney matters of the Friends of the People, it thought it 
right to communicate with all the different ſocicties that 
exiſted in the different parts of this kingdom. Its firſt 
act, as. far as I know, for I have told you it was a Secret 
Committee, was to ſend round to the different parts of the 
country, to recommend rules which it had framed for the 
regulation of all the other ſocieties. The object was to 
make itſelf the centre of the Friends of the People, the 
point of union for all the diſaffected in Scotland, and to 
be the medium from whence all inſtructions were to be gi- 
ven. I beg particularly to call your attention to this, that 
the Committee of Ways and Means, of which Watt was 
a member, took upon itſelf to be the medium through 
which direfions and inſirudins were to be given to all the 
Friends of the People throughout the kingdom; it deſired 
all people to put their money into the bands of its Treaſurer, 
Mr Downie, which was not to be accounted for or diſburſed 
at the will of the perſon that gave it, but was to be diſburſed 
| in ſuch a manner as ſhould be moſt calefilated to promote 
£ the GREAT CAUSE... It directed the different Committees 
in the 23 to wfarga the Committee of * 1 Means 


12 | ; 


Row — 9 whoſe Patriot the 
rely upon with moſt explicit confidence, and 'who' would 
ſhare no exertions in promoting the Great Cauſe. It conſiſted of 


five members only. You therefore ſee, that if this plan was t 


be carried into execution all Friends of the People in Scotland 
were to truſt and implicitly obey the orders of the Committee, 
who were to diſburſe their money as they thought fit, and 
who diſperſed their * from one end of N * 
the other 

This plan and theſe directions will be laid bebe you in a 
printed circular letter, ſent by the priſoner at the bar to the | 
different parts of the country, by one of the ambaffadors of | 
this ſelf-cteared Committee, to every weed of which 1 re- 
queſt your particular attention. SE | 

As one leading part of the duty of this Clit: was to 
uſe means to procure another Convention, as it was part of 
their project to carry into effect the laſt reſolution of the 
Britiſh Convention, and to co-operate with the diſaffected 
and feditious'in every part of the kingdom, in the execution 
of this ſcheme, while on the one hand it formed itſelf as 
the focus of ſedition in Scotland, on the other it cloſely 
connected itſelf with the ſeditious in England. F have al- 
ready ſtated to you: the letter ſigned by Hardy, which was 
ſent to this country. One of the firſt acts of Mr Watt and 
his Committee, was to meet for the purpoſe of anſwering 
that letter, for the purpoſe of opening a correſpondence 
with the London focieties, for the ptrpoſe of ailing their 
views and furthering their projects of calling another Britiſh 
Convention. Indeed his project and theirs were one and 
the ſame, namely, to procure another Convention to meet 
to reſiſt the authority of the exiſting Government and mould 
the Conſtitution at its will. And having coupled Watt with 
the Britiſh Convention, by his adopting its views and fol- 
lowing up its objects, having coupled him with this meet- 
ing for the purpoſe of electing- delegates and collecting mo- 
ney for the expence of thoſe deleßates when choſen, I con- 


7% 


Latt again with the Convention that was to meet is 
Engl: d for I will prove him fitting in Committee and in 
conlultatian, for the purpoſe of eutering into a correſpon- 
dence with Thomas Hardy for the purpoſes I have ſtated, 
of calling a Britiſh. Convention to meet in England, of the 
nature and with the powers and for the purpoſes that have 
been explained to ou. 
Another of the acts of the we of Ways ang / 5, in | 
a was an attempt to debauch the ſoldiers. of this country, to 
_ ſeduce the Fencibles who were then on their march to Eng- 
land, and were actually quartered at Dalkeith, I will prove 
that Watt and other members of that Committee met, com- 
poſed, printed, and circulated a paper calculated to feduce 
from their duty, the ſoldiers of his Majeſty called the Fen- 
cibles, while quartered at Dalkeith, The intention of this 
paper is ſo plain that 1 ſhall make no comment upon it, it 
will be laid before you, and itjis impoſſible you can read it 
and miſtake its meaning. I leave it to your good ſenſe to 
read this paper and ſay whether it does not attempt to in- 
Nil into the minds of the ſoldiers an idea that if they leſt 
this country, the Government or its friends aud fupporters 
would butcher their wives and children whom they had left 
behind them, and whether it does not inſtigate them to 
mutiny and revolt, and hold out to them the promiſe of 
the ſupport. of thouſands in their rebellion. Such is the 
idea endeavoured to be conveyed, and that paper Iwill bring 
home diſtinctly to Mr Watt. I will prove the types from 
| which. i it was printed, ſet, and ſtanding in his honſe; I wilt 
prove his being preſent when it was compoſed, and when 
directions were given to a perſon where to get a parcel of 
thoſe papers: that perſon. went and got them by theſe. dis 
rections, and having received them, he carried them by the 
direction of the Committee of Ways and Means to Dalkeuh, | 
and delivered them inte the hands of the ſoldiers. Thus 
Will I trace the paper ſpam the priſoner at the bar to the 
Hands of the ſoldiers at 4 } keith. - This was not the ſingle 
at pf. Watt ang in his individual capacity, but the act of 
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Watt in n called bis repreſentative charslter, ning 9 
a member of a publio body, called a Committee of Ways and Wt 
Means. After this Committee had taken the meaſures 1 
have ſtated, for the purpoſe: of calling another Convention; 
after it had organized itſelf as the centre of ſedition in Scot- 
land; after it had ſet agoing an attempt to, debauch the ar- 

my at the very meeting which was called for the purpoſe of  * - 
anſwering Hardy's letter, and entering into a correſpondence = 

relative to a-new Convention, Watt himſelf, at that time, and : — 
under theſe circumſtances, laid before the Committee a diſ- ; 
tinct and deliberate plan for deſtroying and overſetting the 

exiſting Government of this country; the parts of this 4 
plan will be proved to you; I ſtate them to be theſe: Mr 

Watt, at a meeting of that Committee, acting as a member 

of that Committee, produced a plan to be carried into exe- 

cution by the Friends of the .people, the outlines of which 

were, that a fire was to be lighted at, or ſome place near the 
Exciſe-Office, to attract the ſoldiers in-the Caſtle; when they- 

marched out to extinguith the fire, they were to be met by 

a party of the Friends of the People. Mr Watt, a member 

of the Committee of Ways and Means, acting for the Friends 

of the Peaple, propoſed that a number of them ſhould meet | 

the ſoldiers on their march to the Exciſe Office, another 5 
party were to be ſtationed near the head of the Weſt Bow, +. 
another at the Luckenbooths, the ſoldiers were to be en- m2 

cloſed between theſe bodies, to be ſurpriſed, deſtroyed, or 

made priſoners: this done, the Judges, and particular- ; 

ly my Lord Juſtice-Clerk, were to be ſeized and impr- 3 
ſoned, then they were to ſeize every Banking Houſe in 

the city of Edinburgh, and to get poſſeſſion of the Caſtie | 
itſelf, and a proclamation was to be iſſued and difperſed by _ |, ' 

couriers all over the country, ordering all the farmers and” 

dealers in corn, grain, and meal within this kingdom, to 

bring in their grain and corn to market as uſual upon pain 

of death, and commanding all country gentlemen to keep 

in their houſes, or at leaſt not to depart from them to any —_ 
Aiſtance * three miles * the ſame penalty 

5 g Wh: - 
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When this plan x Was * gk when theſe objefts were 

x obtained, an addreſs was to be ſent to his Majeſty, command. 

ing his Majeſty to put an end to the war, change his Miniſe 

ters, or take the conſequences; ; ſuch was the plan of Mr 

Watt propoled in the Committee of Ways and Means. I 

1 will prove it diftin&tly by evidence which cannot be miſtaken, 
and then I will leave to you to ſay whether it is not a con- 

ſpiracy to overturn the Government of this country, and 

| whether, if I were to drop every thing relative to the Con- 
5 vention, I have not ſhewn a ſcheme, and laid before you a 
| plan, which muſt in its natural conſequence and apparent 

. « tendency, put the life of the King in danger and peril, a 

plan to depoſe the King froth his Royal Authority, a plan 

for the purpoſe of reſtraining his Majeſty, compelling him 

to do certain acts otherwiſe than he would do if left to him- 

elf.” But you cannot forget that this is not the plan of a 

ſolitary individual, not the plan of Watt only, or thoſe three or 

four people that met in the Committee of Ways and Means; 

but the plan of a repreſentative of the Friends of the People, 

acting for tHe purpoſe of calling another Convention, and 

for the purpoſe of having delegates to meet in England, and 

doing all this at one and the ſame time. Then let me aſk 

whether it be poſſible for any man to ſay that theſe perſons 

- had innocent objects in. view in the calling this Convention, 
hy | whenthey took ſuch means to carry their objects into effect and 

5 execution? Before this plan was to take effect, all the Friends 
of the People were to be armed; indeed you will naturally 

imagine that ſuch a plan could not be ſucceſsful without 

arms; but that! is not all; to perfect the plan and to acquire 

| forces to carry it into effect, a perſon of the name of Fair- 

1 ley was ſent on a circuit or embaſſy round the country 3 he 
carried with bim the circular letter and other papers I have 

mentioned, from the Committee of Ways and Means; he 

was empowered to collect whatever money he could, and 
ſend it to the Committee of Ways and Means, for the ſup- 
Port of the Great Cauſe, to circulate the papers I have men- 
tioned, to diſcover the ſentiments of the different ſocieties, E 
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* bund them a the ſubject of arming, and to bd 6 6iih 


how many in each place might be depended upon for the exe 


cution of the GRAND PLAN Which was about to h- executed, 
and which provided, as they termed it, for every thing Mt 
Watt and the members of that Committee took upon them- 
| ſelves to act, as if they were already in poffeſſion of all the au- 
thority which the ſucceſs of their project could give them, 
and gave under their hands and ſeals, the inſtructions to direct 
him in his peregrinations through the country ; what the 
inſtructions were, will be proved; I ſhall not ſtate them 
more at length. What the GRAND PLAN was, which was to 
provide for every thing, what the GREAT causk was in which 
they were engaged, what the project was for which names 
were to be collected, whoſe utmoſt exertions might be re- 
lied on, what the object was for which arms were, upon 
various pretences, to be placed in the hands of the Friends of 


the People, you will be at no loſs to diſcover. Fairley faitn- 


fully performed his embaſſy; he went to Stirling, to Campſie, 
to Saint Ninians, to Glaſgow, Paiſley, and other places; 
what he did at ſome of thoſe, places, and particularly at 
Stirling, will be ptoved ta you. Upon his return, like a 
faithful meſſenger; he made his report to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and reſtored, as he was directed, 1 in- 
ſtructions and credentials. Upon that, in order to induce the 
people more readily to arm, and in order to facilitate the 
plan, reports were ſpread among the ſocieties of the Friends 
df the People, that the Gentlemen of Goldſmith's Hall 
were getting arms. Reports were ſpread of the French land- 
ing; that the Friends of the People would be put in a double 
ſituation of danger, that they would-be butchered by ariſtcæ 
crates on one hand, and by the French on tlie other, be- 
cauſe the French would not know them; all theſe reports , 


were ſpread for exciting the people to adopt the plan mo 


teadily. Mr Watt and the Committee of Ways and Means, 
about the time that Fairley was ſent upon that miſſion em- 


ployed perſons for the purpoſe of making arms. Watt went 


= to a a perſon of the name of Orrock, who will be r to 
| 6 2 ' you 


b 66 * 
i is 0 informed * bim, he had an ele 155 Perc for 
making four thouſand pikes, employed him to make a. 
number to be ſent thither, and told him that more would 
be wanting to be diſpoſed of here. Many pikes were made 
by Orrock, and many will be produced to you here, which 
were found, ſome at Orrock's, and ſome at Watt's. It will 
be. proved that Orrock was not the only perſon employed in 
this buſineſs ; Mr Brown, in another part of this city was 
alſo employed in making pikes. For what purpoſe theſe 
pikes were to be ufed you can hardly doubt; the witneſſes 
will tell you they underſtood they were to be uſed for the 
purpoſe of the Great Plan, which would provide for all and 
anſwer for all. About the fame time of the miſſion of Far- 
ley, another offiter of the Friends of the People was elect- 
ed, called a Collector; every diſtrict was to furniſh one for 
every ten or twenty of its members; they were to commu- 
nicate directly with the Committee of Ways and Means, to 
have a permanent preſes, and be immediately under its au- 
thoriry. The btiſineſs of theſe collectors was to collect, to uſe 
their own phraſe SENSE and MONEY, the opinions of the peo- 
ple and what money they could; but another not leſs important 
part of their buſineſs, which was more ſecret and only com- 
municated to the permanent preſes of theſe collectors was, that 
they were to have the diſtribution of the pikes and the com- 
mand of the parties; a number of thofe pikes will be pro- 
N duced before you, which Watt deſired to be carried down 
to the meeting of the Collectors; the anfwer was, I will not 
rule them now, I cannot truſt the Collectors as yet. | 
Gentlemen, theſe are the facts 1 have to lay before you ; Þ 
I truſt I ſhalt prove them, and if I do; you can hardly doubt 
they will amount to High Freaſon. 
I ſtate the plan to be to overturn the legiſlature of this 
country, to ſuperſede the King in his authority, and to ſu- 
perſede the legiflature in the exerciſe of all its functions. * 
ſtate the Committee of ways and means to be acting for that 
object, and Mr Watt as one of that Committee of ways and 
15 means, as one of chat kecret Committee of the Friends of 
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the People. to have met 1 3 to ao les 


ſtitution, not as an individual, but as a member of that Com- 


mittee of Union and of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to accelerate the downfall of the conſtiturion, to facilitate the 
meeting of that Convention, which was to frame its own 
laws, to render eaſy the election of thoſe delegates, who were 
to reſiſt the united authority of the legiſlature, to aſſiſt the 
great cauſe; the Caſtle was to be ſeized, the Judges and Ma- 
giſtrates deſtroyed, and the King himſelf compelled to yield 


to the demands ef the conſpirators, arms were bought and 
provided, perſons were ſent round the country to collect 


force and ſeduce the ſubjeas from their allegiance ; pikes 
were to be diſtributed, and leaders were appointed. I ſhelf 


leave it tomy Lords the Judges to ſtate whether, in point of law 
this was not a ſort of conſpiracy, which if executed, neceſ- 


farily puts the perſon of the King in danger and peril z and 
whether, in point of law, theſe facts if proved, be any thing 
| Hort of High Freaſon. Iam ſure, you Gentlemen of the 
jury, when you come to conſider the law and-the fact, will 
do honour to yourſelves and to your country by what- 


ever verdict you ſhall think it your duty to pronounce- | 
I ſhall now proceed to call the. evidence in the order 1 


have ſtated ; it was neceflary I ſhould ſtate it at ſome 
length, in order that you ſhould ſee the tendency of it as it 
is given; but I have only to conclude with this fingle ob- 
fer vation which I deſire you to remember diſtin My. . F have 
laid before you the facts which I think I can prove, for the 


purpoſe of explaining to your underſtanding the bearings of 
the evidence; but you will recolle&t that although I have 
Rated the facts as a ſort of clue for the purpoſe of your un- 


derſtanding the evidence, you are to lay out of your minds 


all the facts F have ſtated if I do not prove them; it is from 


the evidence you are to determine and from that alone. 
Mr Hamilton. I wiſh to give notice to the other fide of 


the bar, that the evidence for the Crown ſhould be enelo- 
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PT Wa gave ſuch direftions, 1 hope chey ars 
. 1 ſhall not proceed a ſtep further, till I know that all 
the other witneſſes are encloſed, excępt the Lord Provoſt, 
und * Sheriff Clerk. 


Ma EDWARD LAUZUN, Sworn. 


& 11 6 Who are you? 
A. I am one of his Majeſty? s meſſengers. | 
Q.. Do you know a perſon of the name of Hardy? 
A. Yes. I do Sir. 
2. Did you ſeize any papers in his houſe, i in the courſs 
of laſt ſummer ? 
A. Tdid, on Fe £2th-of May, on a Monday morning, 
. Have you any of thoſe papers? 
A. I have them in my hand. 
Myr Hamilton. My Lords, it is my duty, in diſchargin 
the truſt that is repoſed in me by the priſoner at the bar, 
to ſee that this trial is conducted in the moſt regular man- 
nefr, and that no circumſtances may be laid hold of that may 
prejudiſe him; and alſo, that no. reflections may be made 
upon myſelf, tending to ſhow that I have not diſcharged my 
duty with propriety L underſtand it to be the practice, and 
underſtand it to be the law, with reſpect to High Treaſon, | 
laid down by the Statute of Henry VI. as well as by that of 
King William, that there muſt be two witneſſes producee to 
an overt act. 1 underſtand Mr Anſtruther alſo, when he 
 fays, one witneſs to one overt act, another to another is ſuf- 
ficient ; but I underſtand, the proſecutor is not entitled to 
lead any evidence to an overt act not laid in the indiftment. 
1 admit there is an exception to that general rule, according 
to the practice of the law ; though he is not entitled to lead 
evidence with reſpect to an act not laid in the indictment. 
You may lead evidence with reſpect to an act, provided it 
tends to corroborate that which is ſpecifically laid in the in- 
diftment.—There is another point which I contend is in 
„ favour. I ſay you cannot lead any evidence in regard 
. to any extrancous fact, foreign to the ifac, until fuch time 


- 3. * 1 - 
— ET . 
= — | — = \ 
— __ — 


— 2 => 


as you have eſtabliſhed and proved an oyert act 1 in the | 
indictment. * | 

And now I come is the objection in point if order. | 

The objection is, it is neceſſary for the proſecutor, i in the 
firſt place, to ſubſtantiate and proye an overt act laid in the 

indiftment brought home to the priſoner at the bar, before 
he goes to extraneous matter, whether done in London, or 
in any quarter of- the globe, whether within twelve e 
or done a century back from hence. 

Mr Anſtruther.— do not exactly know how the objetti.” © 
on can ariſe to the queſtion I was about to put. I am ſure 
nobody will ſuppoſe it is neceſſary for Mr Hamilton to ſay 
any thing for tlie purpoſe of clearing himſelf from the im- 
putation being caſt upon him ;—there is nobody here who 
does not know his ability and readineſs to perform his duty. 
As to the ſtatement of the law, as laid down by Mr Hamil- 
ton, I take it to be perfectly correct. The ſtatute requires 
two witnefles before a perſon can be found guilty of High 
Treaſon; but, at the ſame time, Mr Hamilton fairly and 
candidly ſtated alſo, that one witneſs to one overt act, and 
one witneſs to another overt act, are all that is neceſſary.— 
| It i is alſo true, an overt act not laid in the indictment, can- 
not be proved, that is to ay, it cannot be proved as an o- 
vert act; but a fact, not laid in the indictment, may tend to 


prove an overt act laid neither of theſe points, however, 


ara the grounds of objection. Mr Hamilton's objection is, 
that I muſt prove an overt act laid in the jndictment, before 
I can produce any evidence whatever.—If I do not prove 
an overt act laid in the indictment, the priſoner muſt be ac- 
quitted ; but it is impoſſible I can begin at the wrong end 
of a ftory.—1 am to prove Watt's acceſſion to a treaſonable 
conſpiracy ; before I can prove that, I muſt prove ſuch a 
thing AS A conſpiracy to exiſt ] am entitled to ſhow a plot 
in general, before I come to give evidence of the priſoner 
being concerned in it. —All the Judges of England, in the 
Houſe of Lofds, at the trial of Viſcount Stafford, held 


the lay to 8 Tones The very N was N againſt | 
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Ip | evidence of a plot, without ſhewing the priſoner - Was 
g zmplicated in itz —the anſwer was, it is time enough to make 
your objection, when I come to that part which implicates 
Poul believe the ſame courſe was followed, both by the 
1 By Houſe of Lords and the Judges in x745, and 1746; in 
_ thoſe trials, the courſe was to prove a rebellion in Scotland, 
and then to prove che part the priſoner had in that rebelli- 
on. 8 
Mx BARON NorTon, 1 don't underſtand 1 evidence 
that is to be objected toz it is not yet brought before us. 
| Me Hamilton. The objection ſtrikes me thus, —By this 
b evidence, a plot is ſaid to be exiſting in England, not a plot 
| - exiſting in Scotland; and it is ſurely the overt act of a plot 
exiſting in Scotland that the proſecutor is to give evidence | 
; of, but not of a plot in England. 
d Lord Advocate. Mr Anſtruther explicitly cad that a 
Conſpiracy did, and has exiſted in Great Britain, which conſpi. 
VVV whether in England or Scotland, is what the priſoner 
BB - at the bar is acceſſary to;—there is no objection made to 
= - the plot being i in England, it is a plot in this great Empire, . 
Do which, both in England and Scotland,. we ſhall prove 
| Watt acceſſary. 
1 Lokp CHIEr BaroN.—As to the lating of Mr Auſtru- 
= ther, i it appears to me perfectly proper;—ſo far as I can con- 
= jecture, the queſtions that have been put are proper, and he as 
= taking a proper method to proceed ; he has ſtated a plot in 
41 f England, which was transferred to Scotland, and to which 
= the priſoner at the bar is acceſſary; and what is proper to 
= be done in this caſe? the whole plot may be brought before 
the Jury, and it is neceſſary to prove a plot f firſt exiſted. — 
- #his I conjecture from Mr Anſtruther's ſtatexne nt, and I am 
17 clearly of opinion, he i is s right | in W the evidence 8s 
1 he is doing. 
. Lorp HOME appears o be an objection no o ways 
3 material—lt appears to me the examination ei in the 
1 | * way. 3 ; 
= Tau . Banon—1 pprehend Mr Anſtruther will 
P 5 condugt | 


= * 3 


conduct it in the way. 450 intelligible OT RP 

Jury; the fair and proper way'is, to prove the" Corpus delifir. 
i know of no order in a criminal proceeding ; he may exa- 
mine witneſſes in what manner r he thinks MO] 1 ge 
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the charge. 
r Anſtruther eee 0 Mr Edward en. grit 
fearch Hardy? $ 5 f | 
A. Yes, I did, Sir. 
Did you find any papers there? | Morgen 
2 Thefe are part of them that I de m my band. 
1 Did you find among them a letter, dated 25th May, | 
1793, and ſigned by a perſon of the name of Skirving? 
A. Is that the enter, Sir, inn er 
duces a letien. . 
A. That is nol the letter I mean. mean ane of the 
25th of May, 1793. | 5 
A. This is it I believe. N 3.0 
| See if that is dated. | TE 
P It is the 25th of May, 1783. e 
| Q. Ha is it ſigned? 5 e 18 1 
A. Wm. Skirving. is 
Q. Will you look if you r N 
June, 1793 ſigned by 1 and ann 9 we 
it in your hand? | 


3 


A. Yes, I have © 
Q How is it figned ? 
A. There js180-name un ig te h bh; M and T. fl. 3 
Q. Did amn ber | 
on ? 2 
| An Several, Sr 
+I Did you find any printed erer kes gl x. 
Hardy? oo 
X. I belere I did, Sir. . 5 
es nnn ä 
A DE 
* That bre you ound in Hardy' pln? fs 
. b 8 Bim another Lat) 
N Yes 
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tw 8 Sir, that letter I found ji in Hardy's pailefon. .. al 

Mr Knapp —lt is a printed letter, ſigned «© T. Hardy.“ 

M A: fruther.—1 mean to prove it was found alſo af 
perth. and e places in Scot land, which will be evi- 
dence of the generality of the plot. 

.Lord Advocate, 1 deſire this witneſs to remajn in court, 
if you have no objeQtion. 

Myr Anſtruther.—(to Lauzun) You 2 ts A pa- 
pers with you, and bring them in again It will be neceſ- 
ſary, as this witneſs i is to be produced in another cauſe, he 
ſhould a ef the papers i in his own . 


WILLIAM 8COTT, Sworn. 


vo you remember i in December 793 Mr © Skirvin 
being apprehended ? TT, | 
„ 1 do. - 
"Q; Tell- the tory yourſelf, in your own way. 
A." On the ath of December 1793, a meeting took 


place with the Lord Advocate, the then Sheriff of 


Edinburgh Mr Pringle, and myſelf, to conſider what was 
proper to be done as to the meeting then fitting at Edin- 


 burgh, ſtiling themſelves the Britiſh, Convention; when it 
was agreed upon and conſidered to be abſolutely requiſite 
that the leaders of that meeting ſhould be taken into cuſto- 


dy and their papers | ſecured. In conſequence whereof I, as 
is uſual in ſuch caſes, direly applied to, and abtained from 
the Sheriff the warrants requiſite, but which were not to 


be executed till next morning, as thoſe againſt whom they 


were directed might not be found in their lodgings that 
pight, or the papers ' wanted ſecured. On the morning of 


; the. 5th, pretty early, the warrants were given off to the | 


proper officers, with inſtructions how to execute the ſame; ; 


And as there was reaſon to ſuppaſe that the minutes of the 
| | Convention, with other papers of conſequence, would be 5 


found in Skirving's poſſeſſion, two of the Cterks in the 
Sheriff Clerk's office, viz. Mr Dingwall and Mr Mack, were 


: * ker * MV the alin, who | got the warrant againſt 


bh. | 


Jo %.> 


e to 5 ali in in Kea bis papers, which 8 is e's put. 
into bags, carried with them for the purpoſe, and brought 3 
the office along with him for examination arid inſpeQon be- 
fore the Sheriff, as it was conſidered that a minute inſpection 

of the papers would take a conſiderable time. He was accord- 
ingly apprehended that morning in his own houſe, his pa- 

pers ſecured, and he and they taken immediately to the | 
office, in the manner directed, for examination and inſpection | — 
in preſerice of the Sheriff. | TON . 1 7 Crd 
: What followed then YO OO „ 
A. 80 ſoon as the Sheriff came to the office, Mr Skir= 
ving was examined, the ſeals removed from the bags con- 
taining his papers, and the papers inſpected, when an inven= 
tory of ſuch as appeared connected with the bufineſs or - 
hand was taken; theſe papers marked and oy ans and I the 
others delivered to Mr Skirving: 

Q. Was you preſent? ©, | 

A. I wag preſent at opening the be enen he pa- ==_ 
pers, and aſſiſted at inſpecting and OR the ſame. * . 

Q. Was Skirving Frey a I 

A. H | e _— 

Q. What became of them ? IT: 

A: They remained in my cuſtody and the then Sheriff's | ö 
until ſent to the Crown Agent, with the precognition to 
prepare for the trials; and ſince the trials were over, I boxr= - 
rowed part of them from the Clerks of the Juſticidry, and 
got the remainder from Mr Warrender the Crown agenity 
fince which they have been in my 3 E 

„ Should you know them again? | 

A. Yes, from their —_ mitrkes by me e inven« 
toried as above. | Y 

Q. Have you any now ? . 

A. Les, I have. . ct WS os 

"EE Produce thoſe you have? 5 

A. Here is what is entitled, Scroll 10 1 thi im 
Convention. It conſiſts of 95 pages, and as that was con-. 
fidered 2 material i rad we all a eg our names on. the 
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a of it at ful Ca that is, the Sheri Subſtitute abr 
Davidfon, Mr Dingwall, Mr Mack and myſelf. 1 | 
What is that? | . 
A. That is Minutes of dats of the General Commit. 
tee which met at n ** arrival of the Engliſh 2 
delegates. = | 
| Mr Hamilton. My Lord, it appegre to me thay the evi- 
= dence as to theſe papers is entirely loſt, the chain is broken ; 
ſo long as they remained in Scott's poſſeſſion, it will i. | 
ticate them, as being found in. Skirvingꝰs poſſeſſion, but out 
of Scott's poſſeſſion, the chain is diſſolved, and you cannot 
mend it again, It was mentioned to the laſt witnefs that it 
was neceſſary he ſhould keep the papers for the ſake of ano- 
ther trial to be had; but he did not ſo formerly, ſo the link 
is gone and it is impoſſible for him to, authenticate theſe pa- 
pers, and to prove them found in Mr Skirving's poſſeflion, 9 
Mr Dundar. A ſhort queſtion will * it "oy Clear. 
Q. Did you mark them a 
A. I did. e 
Lon PRxs RENT. Let Scott be aſk ed * are or 
are not the ſame, and what reaſon hs has to believe they are 
the ſame papers? 
A. "They are the identical papers 1 ound—ny ni, 

arcupon them. f 

53 . What is the printed Ie 

A., It is minutes of the General Committee wrote upon 
ou Skirving's letters. There js a letter from D. Stuart, 
dated London 16th October 2793, to Mr Skirving at the 
head of Horſe Wynd Edinburgh; another from Thomas 
| Hardy from the Correſponding Society, 15th November 
77933 another letter from Fhomas Hardy 7 the 8 Nor 


vember 1793. | 
'Q. Addreſſed to hom! ? 


A. | Addreſſed to 8 and Serrald, 8 Þ ihe 
bes was-alſo addreſſed to Margarot and edge. 
Q. What is that in your hand? 
A. A letter from Henry Shipley, Nottingham, dated 
| Guy 179 addreſſed to Mr Skirving— this is the 
1 | Refolutions 


\ 


t ” I „ 
wid of the extragrdinary Ca Meat ati 
ciety for Conſtitutiohal information. held at-the Crown and | 
= Tavern, London, and directions to * delegates 
to the Britiſh Convention. N 

m0 Was that paper aken on of hiring mt, 
What ite is k f 3 
= The 28th October 1793. N 
Q. Look at theſe papers, and ſee 3 recognize theſs, 
= by what means you de ſo— hat is that you have in 
joan / y ed 
A. Ii is a letter from Thomas Hardy to Mr Skiry 
addreſſed on the back to William Skirving, Secretary to « | 
Convention and the Friends of the People, Edinburgh, dated | 
London 14th May 1793- Here is another letter from the 
ſame gentleman, of the 5th Otober 1793. directed to 
William Skirving at the head of Horfe Wynd, Edinburgh. 
This is Inſtructions to Citizen Gerrald from the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, dated 24th October 3 793. figned Richard 
Hodſon Chairman, and Thomas Hardy Secretary, which is 
alſo marked Citizen Gerrald's Commiſſion from the London 
Correſponding Society, 24th October 1793, ſigned by Thos. 
Hardy; another letter from Mr Hardy, dated 24th October 
1993, directed for Mr Skirving, head of Horſe Wynd, 
Edinburgh, and that is the whole. | 
Mr Dundas. Q. Did * ſcize audy papers of Mr Mar- 
garot's, Ms Scott 2 N | 55 
A. Tes, I did. : 5 
Q. Look at thoſe: and ſee if you know then'agin, 2nd 
tell us how you got them? HA | 
A. On the ſame morning of Thurſday the 4th of De- 
 cember, another officer was ſent to ſearch the place where 
Margarot and Gerald reſided, * at iy Black Bull Inn, 
Leith-ſtreet. ; 
What is his n name ? 
A. Lyon; he found Margarot and Gerrald in the fame Tan, 
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E J wich the ps papers, „Mr Margaret faid | it G80 be mote con; 
| Yenient to carry them in a trunk; accordingly they were put 
nina trunk, which Margarot lockt and kept the key; after being 
examined in the office, he was deſired to deliver up the key, 
fo as the papers might be inſpected, which he refuſed to do; 
farther proceedings were delayed till next day, in hopes that 
| he would then give up the key. But finding that he would 
not do fo, 1 applied for and obtained from the Sheriff a war- 
rant to open the, trunk, and to bring Margarot and Gerrald 
to the office to be preſent; $ they came there, and the key 
being Rill refuſed, a ſmith was ſent for to open the trunk, 
| when Margarot took the Rey out of his pocket, held it in 
his hand, ſaying, if the meffenger took it from him he might 
have it, but not otherways: then the meſſenger did take 
the key and opened the trunk, in preſence of the Sheriff, 
Margarot, Gerrald, myfelf and others; the papers were 
then inſpected, and ſuch as appeared applicable to the bu- 
ſineſs on hand were inventoried, and the oy Sen up to 
Margarot and Gerrald., "i i 
5 What is that? | Ss 
A. It is a lettter And Thomas Hardy, dated 24th No- 
vember 1793, directed, Mr Margarot and Mr Gerald, dele. 
gates from London. 
. Did you get- any of Mr Sinclai?'s papers! 7 
3 he was lodyed in the fame houſe with Mafgarot 


2 Gerrald. 
Was he one af the is bende on thi war. 


rants which you obtained. 


A. 'Yes, he was, and was a member of the Britiſh Con- 
vention... 5 | 
8 What mekteger tock bim to cuſtody ? ö 
A. Mr Lauzun. Mr Sinclair could not attend for exa- 
mination that day, but his papers were brought by the offi 
cer the fame morning to the Sheriff Clerk's office, and re- 
mained there till Sinclair was well enough to be examined 
and have his papers inſpected and inventoried. 


; "Wi , Here is Mr Sinclair” amendment of Mr Catlens 
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dar!s motion; it was then moped by de Dain Mac 


and myſelf. l 15 T 
Q. Did Sinclair find. r of his papers x Herr mh * 
came to be eraminęd? 63 $6 5-15 a0 r 


A. I chink he did. 3 eh 
Q. There is another 8 entitled a | motion as A Gat 
lendar ; was that among Sinclair's papers too / 
. was alſo found amongſt his Dapers,”. wt wa 

Mr Dundas. Q. Were you in Nicolſon ſtreet at the 
4 of the Cn was vou ede that | 
buſineſs ? | 8 

A. On Tharkiax the ath "of 3 1793, the Britiſh 
Convention was diſperſed by the Magiſtrates. of Edinburgh, 
when aſſembled in their uſual place of meeting in Black: 
friars wynd in Edinburgh; and the night followings the 
Convention having met in a wright's ſhop in the Croſs 
Cauſeway, I accompanied Mr Davidton the Sheriff e 
with others to aſſiſt in diſperſing the a ͤ—! 

Q. Where is that? | 

A. It was in Lady Lawſon's Nd in the Crofs ele | 
Mr Davidſon went into the meeting before me, and on my 
coming in I found the place quite crowded to the door. 
Q. Who was in the,chair when you went there? | a 
A. When I came into. the room no perſon was in the 
Chair, but Margarot ſtanding very near it the firſt thing! | 
heard ſaid was, that the meeting were deſired to recollect they 
voted themſelves a permanent Convention the laſt night. 

Q. 'Was it Margarot you heard ſay this? Ws | 

A. Yes, he alſo addreſſed himſelf to the meeting to this | 
effect. As there was no perſon in the chair, he would take 
it; —he was therefore called unanimouſly to take it, and he 
did ſo. He moved they ſhopld proceed i in their buſineſs, 
ſaying i it was a petitiqn to Parliament or to the King, that 
was under conſideration, and Mr Gerrald was going to pro- 
cerd, when Mr Davidſon aſked of Margarot whether this 
pas the Britiſh Gonvention, and being told it was, he faid 
* came there as 8 ſublitute of the . | 


i 


| © 3: | 

er md it they did not do ſo be t compel 
Haw; Margarot ſaid force was neceflary to be uſed; wheres 
upon Mur Davidſon took Margarot by the hand, and led 
him out of the chair, after which the meeting difperſed.” \ 

Q. Do you know Skirving's hand writing > 

""M; Yes, I do. Bet 

Ar Anfiruther produced ſame pepers again to N Scott, ; 
a aſked him if they were of Mr Skirving's hand writing, 

A There is none of theſe Mr Skirying's band. ng, 
except his ſubſcription. to one of them. 

. You know it to be his ſubſcription „ 

A. Tes z neither of them i in my opinion are Mr Skir. 
4 hand writing, but there is his ſubſcription to a lettet | 
addreſſed to Mr Hardy, dated Edinburgh 25th May 1793. 
Con r. = that W ak to Fl ng his ſub - 
fcription ? J 
"A. I my e te 

Q. What is that "wi ? what is the date 7 | 

A. The 25th May 1793, (the three papers were put in). 

NI. r Anſtruther. We muſt read that letter. 


Croſs examined by Mr Hamilten. 
"= How do you know Skirving's ſubſcription ? ? 
A. I hape ſeen his hand writing often. 
Mr Erffine. Have you ſeen bim write? 
A. I have. 
Lord Advocate. He fays he has ſeen bim write, it is legat 
evidence. EST | 


Jof TAYLOR Sworn. 


My Anſtruther. Q. Where do you live? 

A. In Fleet ſtreet in the city of London. 

Q What is your profeſſion ? Tf 

A. I am not in any, I have a ſmall independeney, | 

2. You live upon your property 2 

A. 1 go fo, Sir. | 

Do yu or ky i Londen the Lo- 

don Eorepondng * 3 
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2. Are you. a > mane of that 00 . 

Ac 1 was. = 

Q. Do you y Enow a perſon of the dame — 1] 
them? | | 

| What i is ; his firſt name? A aa — No 

& 8 1 ee ee eee 

Q. Is he a halt of the London Eorrſpondin 80¹ | 
ciety ? a | | e i OOO LANE Pd 

A, He was. . | „ 


In what character aid he act fri a 

Or As Secretary to the Society at wins wy ENS 2 
Q. Have you ſeen him act as ſuch ? . 85 i e 

A. 1 haye, Sir. 44 NE 

Q. Do you know his hand wing, 8, Mr Togo ? - 

A., ;Ldo, Sr. „5 5 ͤñ 

* Look at that? 8 | 

A. To the beſt of my belief this is his hand waiting: 1 
have ſeen him write on the diviſions ſeveral times, and to the | 
beſt of my belief it is his hand writing. 

Mr Marrender. This is the certificate of Citizen Mars 
garot's election to be a delegate. to the Convention j that is 
one of the papers produted by Scott. The next is a letter 
from Mr Hardy to Skirving, dated 2 5th Ottober 1793. 2 

* Is that bis hand writing? 

„ | | 

Mr Anftruther. This a cettificale of Gerrald, to Fog as: 
legate of the Britiſh Convention. | | 

{Atother fhewwn My Taylor. Ja 3 

My ape, That I believe to be his. Foes 

xv. Thoſe are the articles of. inſtruction Fe to Ms 
Gerrald by the London Correl, ſponding We The baer. | 
ture at bottom is T. Hardy Secretary ? ar 6:4; bas 

A. That alſo is his; ( looking at the pere. The, El es 

Mr Anfirather. That is a letter to William Skipping Sex 


as + 


cretary o the Friends of che l at  Edinburghy in ans 5 
L 


Wer 


1 hed 


K 62 1 


” F295 mY he letter of the 5th of May; ; alſo 4 Etter from 
Hardy to Skirving, dated the 5th of October e 


ct] any more? 
hy This 1 1 alſo 1 17 believe. that to be bi band 


veriring. ; 
Mr Anftruther. This is a Jettet frog Hady t to Margarot L 
and Gerrald, delegates 1 London, dated November 8th 


2793-5 : 
W ines. | From the general character mY this I belive it 


to be his hand writing. 

'Q._ Thoſe initials ? 

„„ 

Mr en You believe this to be naar, Band 

writing? 

A. Yes; it is a letter from Hardy figned M. N. C. 

I. . 

Counſel. Which we ay! is Maurice Margarot, n 
and Thomas Hardy, Secretary; it is dated London A of 
June 1793, found amougſt Hardy's papers. 

Mx Auftrither. Will you explain to the Court and t to the 
Jury, the conſtitution of the London Mas can. Society, 
as far as you know it ? 

A: I ünderttbod the London Correſponding Society was 
a very large body of people; tfiat they were divided into 

* C:veral divifiors ; F underſtood as many as 30, and number- 
ed 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and ſo on. The leading diviſions were the 

: 2d and 29th ; thoſe two I conſtantiy attended as member of 
t le 2d diviſton and viſitor of the 29th ; but I believe the whole 
amounted to about 14. I took minutes of what paſſed ge- 
nerally, always when took then), it was after quitting the 
place among them. Thave got a number of the divifions wrote 
down, Which T have in my pocket if neceſſary to produce. 
When they met, there was a General Committee, I utider- 
ſtood to bea permanent one, conſiſting of a delegate from each 
diviſi-n.. This met on a Thurſday, the proceedings and 
contluct of that Committee on that day were always reported 


s WM a of: thar di vitton Prue foll owin "s meeting night. 
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Thaw was a Committee of n Comm 
tee of Secrecy, and Cc there was a COS: of Emer. | £ „ 
renn 
Q. When 2 0 Comme of Eras Ranks - 
A. On the x3th of May in the 2d diviſion, and on the. * 
13th May in the 29th, in May laſt. I hope SANE have in- ji 
dulgence to refer to my notes. | ” 
Q. Do you * a x of the e at the Dike A 
Tee rigs ME VVV 
Q. Was that a general meeting? | 3 5 3 221 — 
A. A general meeting, advertiſcd as 2 1 4 
Q. Who was in the chair at that meetings g = 
A. A'perfon of the name of Martin, whom IL afterwards „ 
learnt was an attorney by profeſſion. 


Q. Was Mr Hardy there? 5 Tee! 8 
A. Mr Hardy I'faw there, Jas pot an th day, x 
ber of the Society. 5 „ 
( . 89 725 125 | 3 
A. May 1794. e, a 5 2 = 4 


Q. What date was the eee L | 
A. Upon the 20th January 1594, at the Globe 8 3 
Q. Do you recollect what paſſed at that meeting, and - 
what numher were preſent.? _ _ 
A. What number were preſent ! N were 2 2 thouſand, | 

people; the crowd was ſo great that the floor in one room 
gave way, and they moved from the lower room to the 
upper one, uſually underſtood as the aſſembly room; 5 the 
chairman and twelve perſons, Thelwall and Richter ſtood. | | 
in the orcheſtra, they moved the roſplations that were * 33 

terwards publi nec. | 99 
Q. Theſe reſolutions vou lay were , to by. the weer. "> = 
ing, and afterwards printed? E 

A. They were. : 

Mr Anftruther. A. What paſſed at chat meeting? de > | 

A. 'The chairman introduced. a ſmall preface as to the in- 
: en of be meetings which was to  hars theſe x eſolutios 
L. 0 OY 
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take their opinion. is a VEINS | 
Was that addreſs read ? - = | 1 
A It was by Richter, and afterwards Thelwall the chair- 

man put the queſtion, and they were carried rack a _—_ of 

hands, unanimouſly, 7 EN 
Q. Do you recollſt the ſubſtance 1 ris of the preches : 


| that were made 28 


A. The time has ſo 5 landed. or fr particulad paſ- 
ſiges I ihould. One of the reſolutions was the General or 
Permanent Committee, of f which J have before {| poken, was 
to meet every day, in order to watch the motions of Parlia- 
liament, and if they ſaw any bill introduced to bring over 
foreign troops, or ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act, or pre- 
vent meetings for conſtitutional information, then they were 
to oppoſe that, and repel force by force. | 

A You have faid that thoſe reſolutions were afterwards 
printed? . 

A. I have, Sir. ö MT 

Q. Have you any copies of theſe printed reſolutions 2 

A. I have, Sir. | . 

(A copy ſhewn him.) | | 

Mr Taylor. That is one. 
Q. Fro rom hom did Jn receive that copy NY the ref u- 
fen Eo. 

A. 1 receiyed this from chi hands of a perde of the name 
of Moore, i in the preſence of Hardy the Secretary, and up- 
on my requeſting him to give me one, I ſaw ſeveral of thoſe 
reſolutions thrown about the room and diſtributed by Thel- 
wall and Richter, to the beſt of my recollection. I ſaw one in 
another perſon! 8 hands, and I believe this to be the ſame, [ 
aſked en for one, and at thar time © he fd b he * none 
. 
ü Q. You received it from a allows of the name of ack, 
and you ſaw ſeveral of thoſe reſolutions thrown about the 
Fe, and diſtributed by DT and I Richter'? N 
1 255 Ye. 
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2 Dic ru re receive it #2 reſolution” — that meeting * ds 
A. I did. wy 
Q. You went Hheks on bebe gibt e 
A. I did. I made an application on the 22d. on the A 
23d J received it. 1. e the TONE that 1 + 
at that meeting. 2. N _" 
Q. State the converſation that palled at the time of of your” E 
receiving it from Moore in the preſence of Hard. =_ 
A. On my meeting Mr Moore at the corner of the Ola 9 
Bailey, I atked him for one, he ſaid he had not got one; burt 
if I would apply to Mr Hardy, and uſe his name, he would | 
give- me one; in conſequence of which'I called on Hardy, 5 
he ſaid he had none by him, but he would go to the pri... 2 
ter's that evening, and if I would look in on the following 
morning, I ſhould have one; I went to his ſhop, and I ſaid. 
I came for one of thoſe addreſſes. Hardy ſaid to Moore, | 
who was preſent, have you any /—He faid, if the perſon 
will go to my houſe, I will give him one. Mr Hardy faid, 
have you one in your pocket ;—He faid he had. He with. 
ed it out, and gave it to me; and this is the paper marked ; 
by me. | I 
Q. Do you remember ww e at a meeting of 8 
London Correl . n, that: was held at Chalk 
Farm? 5 
A Tes 
Q. On what day? | n e e | 
A. On the 14th of April 1794. ata . 
Q. Where is Chalk Farm? AE: 15 Cw 
A. It is in the road leading from Tine Court : 
Road to Hampſtead, about a _ of a "mils out n the : 
main road. 8 
Q. How far 181 it fiom Kan e r 
A. About two miles, or a mile and an bal. i 
Q. What was that meeting g j ͤ 
A. It was exactly of the ſame nature as the one at the- 
Globe Tavern;—it was for convening together the ſociety at... 
large, upon which ſeveral reſolutions were moved and enter- 
gd intg. 1 | * 


- 


1 


8 : 
„ 2 —— moos „ ĩ˙ eÄÜ“i FA ooo . — 


8 3 22 
— r peas 
- — - l = Par 
hn ng — 4 — 
4 md er wire re es 3 


Ins 


't n bo 
- aa 
Mes oy 
TEE 
T4 ">. = 
: 5 
* 
7 \ - 
bt 
"7 * x 
—_—_— 
3 4 
- y v4 
: 4 ; 
= * 4 
. Y 1 
' * 
: ? F 
\ - 
* n 
i : 
1 \ * 
! * * 4 x 
i N q 
o 7 
* . 
. : > 
o x , a 
; : F 
q t A. + 
5 
j f 
* M . . 
"+ 4 
= ” Vw 
" 
"$4. 2 
l $45 
x 6 : 
$ 8 
N . 
v 
KN 
. [1 F 
1 1 
= . 
1 : 5 
by 
ih 
- f 
I : 4 
l 9 6 1 
4 o * 
1 
. 
$ 
' 1 
1 
F 
* = 
# 1 
* 
1 * 
1 , 
} 
| * 
= * 
1 Tix 
5 
{ by 
* þ 
5 
7 
41 
[1 
*4 
; 
? 
15 
' 1 


fag 5 = ——— 
„„ =_ * 
i 
— — 


Ren WL 
— 
— ky 233 ww { 
— — — 


— — 
. —— Ing ——_— 


— — 


— 


— 9 
—— 


ES — . — 4 0 


— 
— 
mw A 
— oh + 
— 
a — 


— 
32 4 
_ — einen by antes 2 
4 * a> + 


— — — In — rn 
* 


* 16 1 
_ How any people were ſuppoſed to be there! | 
r Keard. three thouſand, and I WOO, about t two 
| thouſand, I: was held upon the bowling en 1 
Who was in the chair? 3 
A. A perſan of the name of eee | 
Q. Was Lovett a member of the London bene 
r 
A. I underſtood he was. 
And was Hardy there? 
© Hardy was there; but 1 did not fon hn a8 in any. 
capacity. 
; You ſay they came to fore reolions? 
They did. | i 
= Were they read? 3 
A. They were read by Richter in part, and part by 3 
perſon of the name of Hodſon. . 
Q Which of the Hodſons was it? 5 , 
A. Hodſon, a hatter in Weſtminſter. = 
Q. Do yoy remember whether thoſe releltions were 
put generally or ſeparately ? 
A. They were put ſeparately. 
| . One by one? _ 
A. One by one.— The chairman addreſſed the meeting, 
requeſting to take their opinion, whether they ſhould be 
All read together, and carried by one motion, or whether 


' - they ſhould be all read fingly, and carried renner they 


were all carried ſeparately. 
2 Were their ere printed? 
They were. 
<= Have you any copy of thoſe reſelutions?. 
A. I have. (producing papers.) 
Q. From whom did you receive thoſe papers? 
A. By the memorandum I have made upon it, I recei- 
Wen Thomas Hy, on [the ak af 920 the 
0s ſacceedipg. _ | 5 
Q. Where did you receive them 2 1 | 
A. At the ſecond diy inn of the London Comeponde 
«ng Vece. e 


5 of d many 455 wet confi 2 + OE ohets 
A. A hundred and twelve, —it was proved. by the — 
of the ſub-ſecretary, Pearce, on the r2th of May—T beg 
pardon, I meant to fay, it was what I underſtood to be ef- 
fective members. I underſtand that diviſion had 700 be- 
longing to it It at that moment conſiſted of 1x2, it was 
proved, from their having paid their quarteraghs Ma on 
the 25th of Mareh preceding. a > 
2. How much was the quarterage Oy 3 
A. One fhilling and a penny. # 1 
Theſe reſolutions you fay yrs: received from Hardy? 2 39 
3 + ak . | 
Q. Did you receive them as the Tele that had 
paſſed at Chalk Farm? ' 
A. 1 
. Q. Arc they the fame 2 
A. Nearly ſo.— To the beſt of my recolleion, 1 think 
care is ſome trifling variations. = | "a 
5 State them. 2 e ; 
A. If I look at my minutes I can tell. 
Q.: Did you make them at the time? Aer 
As: Immediately upon my coming home. N 
Q. What i the variation between the printed copy y of 
the minutes you got from Hardy and the others? | i 
A. In ſenſe and ſubſtance it was thus, as I underſtood © 
he ſenſe of it, that the miniſters having adviſed the King 
to ſuch conduct as brought. Charles I. to the bleek, and 
drove the Prince his fon from the throne + rip _ | 
miviſters have been guilty of High reaſon. © : 8 
Mr Hamilton. I ſubmit to the Court, that the ab ; 
on ſhould be confined ſolely to that paper, and _ witnels | 15 
has no right to go to any extraneous examination. 
Mr Anſtrutber. I mean to prove to the Court and Ty 
| what paſſed at the meeting at Chalk Farm.—The witneſs -—- 
fells you, he received from Mr Hardy, of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, a paper, containing a reſolution, ſaid to 
. come to, and from his me mp 1 time, | | 
| ne Wo 9 
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1 K. hey are $66 exactly the Tame reſolutiols” a8 600 | 


—_ at Chalk Farm, there is a variation. 
M. Hamilton I don't ſee how you are to Larveth urittel 
evidence by the e of this err from his on 
minutes onlys 
- Lorp PRBSIDENT. we brot, at r beef 
r / 
„ You heard the reſolutions? A. 
b „ As 
Q You recollect thoſe were the words that paſſed 1 
A. I attended particularly to them; ; they are the words 
| that paſſed. 8 

Mr Hamilton. There cannot be two refolitridis of 1 dil. 
ferent tenor in one and che lame place ; the objeEtion les to | 

one or the other. 

Mr Anſtruther. The witneſs was datt and took notes, 
but whether hedid or not he is entitled to give evidence of 
what paſſed at that period; there may have been reaſons for 
Hardy's not putting in print what de fas was voted. * 

Lonp PRESIDENT. The 8 dos have EROS Fen thing the 
witneſs ſaid about it. 

Joxy. How do you know i was not the ſame as the re- 
ſolution? | 

| M. Anftruther. Revd again the agent between the 

Printed minutes, and the actual reſolution that paſſed: if 

I underſtand the 1 of the Tufy that is what they 
want to know. 

Mr Taylor. It was ede refolved chat the preſent 
miniſtry was guilty of High Treaſon ; thoſe expreſs words I 
believe are not in the printed evidence, but being impreſſed 
on my memory I think I can ſpeak pofitively to them. 

Lind Aduccate. Q. Being impreſſed upon 1 5 memory 
Fou think you can ſpeak poſitively to them 

A. The words were impreſſed upon my memory. of 

Covar. The fury will underſtand c is "er. put fo | 
us to affect the priſoner. N 

„ has 1 to the Ju ury I would FRO) the 
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cher Belt . 
tion, and I will prove who K were the F. who formed the 
plan, and what fort of ry E W meant 
ſhould meet; 1 

Lord Advocate. Q. At the meeting at the Globe re, 
was any refolution made in your hearing with regard to the 
number of papers intended to be printed . 5 

A. I underſtood 100,000 to the beſt of my "cecollaſtion. © 

Q. One hundred thouſand copies of thoſe at en 
tered into that night, were to be printed E th 
K. Yes: #7 N 2 
Q. Did you know or underſtand for what purpoſe they 

were to be printed ? | 
A. To be diſtributed to the leg; the friends and mem: | 
bers of the ſocietx. 

Q. I will put the fame queſtion; wiheitiee the reſolutions 
entered into at Chalk Farm were printed ? ä 

A. In the cloſe of the buſineſs, Mr Richter moved 9% 
hundred thouſand copies ſhould be printed, obſerving one 
hundred thouſand had not been found ſufficient, as voted at 
the Globe Tavern for diſtribution oo them to the vody at 
large. a; 5 

Q. Was that refolution agreed to? | | 

A. It Was. 

Q. Of the divifion No. 2. of thie-Lotidbn Send 
Society, thoſe that had paid quarterage were 114 perſons; 
whilſt the members of that diviſion wite oe ? 

A. I did. | 

Q What was the reaſon of your making chat 4 dikincuon 
ol the effective members of that diviſion ? 

A. For this reaſon; Hardy, who I under ſtood was * Se. 
cretary at large of the Society was arfeſted, and Pearce, who! 
received the collections on the iſt of April as ' Sub-ſecretatys 
| had been a delegate, but reſigned on the firſt of April, then 

was appointed as Sub-ſceretary x the Society met then itt | 
the committee room, and a chairman was appointed j 3 We. 
MT a that * eame forward was s 
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ne a I 3 e ated and did ga buſinets 


when Hardy was not preſent. The delegate acted as delegate 
and ſecretary.. The delegate then read the report of the Com- 
mittee; after that bad been done, Pearee moved that one 


member out of ten ſhould be chofe to add to the Standing 


Permanent Committee, in order to make at that time a 
Committee of Emergency, that their proceedings might be 


more firm and poſitiye 3 he produced æ bock, in which book. 


was the names of the members entered which had: paid the 


preceding quarter- He took up a book, and ſaid; I find 


here is x12, in conſequence of which, one out'of ten was to 
be appointed out of that aggregate number; he uſed this ex- 
preſſion, I have got this book, God knows what is become 
of the reſt, I ſuppoſe Mr Dundas and Mr Piet have got 
thent.. Te 

Qt was upon the evening of Hardy's welt this mea- 


e was taken in the ſecond divigon of he London Cor- 


reſponding Societies: 
A. Certainly. This was the 0 of the Counties of 


i Emergency z taking one out of ten and waking them 4 Com- 


mittee of Emergency. | 
Qi. Have you ever heard of military. diviſions 8 
A. I have. i 
Q. In what diviſion of che | Society Es | 
A. It was the 29th diviſion of the Soeitty./T under ſtood 


there was produced an inſtrument, a kind of pike and ſhort 


flick to act as a walking Rick, it had at the end a braſs ferule 
and another at the head of it; it ſtruck me, I thought it ex- 


15 ceedingly well executed. I was given te underſtand, a ſhort 
| 0 or long dagger was to be frrewed into it, and its execution 


Vould be done momentarily. Then this altercation upon a 


trifling matter aroſe from a man of the name of Oxlade, 


who appeared in. cloaths of a red colous. Some member ob- 


| jected to it as bearing marks of ariſtocracy. he ſaid he had 


been i in a military line, and held a place in the Society, he 


f 5 : aid, in the ſame ſituation. That the London Correſpon- 


was not ae ata . 1 
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| afked where, as as be ſpeaking of it 40 pools. 
that did not know, Spence of Middle Row had a direction, 
and he was a delegate of the third diviſion, and he gave me 
£0  uxflenitand | it Was 5 Renal ſome where in Saint 0%. gh 
5 \ 7 * . 
3 . e 1 af 2 a 
Me r you have a kttle competency „ee 
1 ? | 
. 1 ä 
Q. Will you ks chat ? af ip ls + 
A. I have Faſt India Company's ſock W 1 
annually gal. a year; it is in two nme . . Fs 
| liday and another. 8 
Q. Pray, what brought. you to e Scotland ? n 
A. I was directed to come . e 
Q. By whom? 
"Mr Anſtrutber. 1 brought bim to ee Wet YR | 
| doubt about it. I brought the gentleman here, and I have 
a right to bring my widneſſen from whatever part I can get | 
them. | 
I wiſh to 5 ab phimod mjniutes read of Chalk Farm, 
and the Globe Tavern. | 


A printed paper was then read of the Preediigh at e the | 


Globe Tavern, Strand, as follows. Ts 


«6 At a general meeting of the London correſponding ſo- 


% ciety held at the Globe Tavern, Strand, on Monday the 705 


4 20th day of January 1784, citizen John Martin in the 


„ chair the following addreſs to the people of GreK Bri- 


« tain and Ireland, was read and agreed to. 4 Citizens, 
et We find the * involved in a War, by which in the 
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« courſe - of. one Campaign immenſe numbers of our coun. £74 
5 trymen have been ſlaughtered, a vaſt expence has been % . 
* . our brate commerce "ay manufactures are al- 
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5 ede of our manulatrers and arill : 
e are ruined, and their families ſtarving. | 

+ To-add-to our aflliction, we bave reaſon to expect that 
e other taxes will ſoon be added to the intalerable load of 

e impoſts and impoſitions with which we are already over- 

te whelmed; for the purpoſe of defraying the expences 

. F which have been incurred i in a fruitleſs cruſade, to Wet 
5 tabliſh the odious deſpotiſm of France, "i * 
% When we contemplate the principles « of this war, we 
confeſs ourſelves to be unable to approve of it, as a mea- 

| ſure either of juſtice or diſcretion. And if we are to form 
_&* our calculation of the reſult, from what has already paſ- 
te ſed we can only look forward to GR, and the eternal 


3 ! "7 *:- 


6 diſgrace of the Britiſh name. 


. While we are thus. engaged i in an extents and ruin- | 
ous foreign war, our ſtate at home is not leſs deplorable. 
We are every day told by thoſe perſons who are inte- 
«of Teſted in ( ſupporting the corruption lift, and an innumera- 

b ble hoſt of ſinecure placemen, that - the Conſtitution of . 
| 1 England is the perfection of human wiſdom; that our 
. laws, (we ſhould rather fay their laws) are the per- 

| 60 fection of juſtice z and that their adminiſtration of thoſe 

t laws is{o impartial, and ſo ready, as to afford an equal reme- 
td both to the rich and to the poor, by means of -which 

0 we are ſaid to be placed in a ſtate of abſolute freedom, 
. and that our rights and libertjes are ſo well ſecured unto 
us, as to render all invaſjon of them impoſſible. | 
"8 When we alk how we enjoy theſe tranſcendent pri- 
© vileges! ?—we are referred to Magna Charta, and the Bill 
« of Rights; and the glorious Reyolution in the year 1688. 

4 is held out to us as the bulwark of Brjtiſh Liberty: 925 

. « Crmzzys, 

. We haue referred to Magna Charts; to the Bill of. 

Rights, and to the Revolution, and we certainly do find 
« that our anceſtors aid eſtabliſh wiſe and wholeſome laws ; 
te but we as certainly find, thatof the venerable conſtitytion 
5 ene anceſtors hardly a veſtige remains. 5 
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"NH The only Ab of the Great Charter which” are 10 8 


1 Wh". 


« in legal exiſtence are the 14th and 2gth. | 
4 The important proviſion of the 1 4th chapter runs id; 


% A freeman ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall fault, but 


te after the manner of the fault; and for a great fault, after 


6 amerced, ſaving to him his wainage; and none of the 


amerctiaments ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the cath of 3 f 


« and lawful men of the vicinage. 

« By the uſurped power of the Judges, in aſſefing Ga 
« (and what fines! !) in the cafes of miſdemeanor, this 
te glorious right of the ſubject, of having theſe fines aſſeſ⸗ 


& 
* 


te raviſhed from us. 

1 The proviſion of the 29th chapter runs er 

« No Freemati ſhall be taken or impriſoned, or be dif; 
te ſeized of his freehold, or liberties or free cuſtoms, or be 
« outlawed or exiled, or any otherwiſe deſtroyed, nor we 
will not paſs upon tim," nor condemn him, but by the 
„ lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land, 


either juſtice or right. | £ 


The various methods now in - conſtant e by 


" which the benefits of this proviſion are totally defeated 
& and deſtroyed, might induce us to ſuppoſe that the Great 
« Charter has been repealed ; if we did not aſſurediy know 
that it is the. fundamental baſis of our conſtitution, which 
even the real repreſentatives of the People (much leſs the © 
F miſerable nominees of Helſtone and Old Jarum) have 
nat the right, nor (as we traſt it will be found by ex- 
4 perience) the power to repeal. Let what do we find in 
« practice? Unconſtitutional and illegal informations ex Me, 
i that is, the arbitrary will of the King's A General, 


4 uſurping t the office of the * * and the inter- 
. | "9 
5 3 


the greatneſs thereof, ſaving to him his contenement, 
and a merchant likewiſe, faving to him his merchan- 
% dize, and any other villain than ours ſhall be likewiſe 


ſed by the jury, (the only poſſible protection from fla - 
* very and the vileſt oppreſſion) is SY and wr 


« we will fell no man, we will not OY or defer to any many 7 


% 
»” 


e 
e 
an 


1 
4 


6. efted will of a vile common W with the Jan. 
5 ment of as vile 2 common trading or penſioned juſtice, 
s ſubſtituted in the room of our birth right, an impartial - 
4 trial by our country. Add to this, that the exorbitant 
4 expence of judicia proceedings, the novel practice of ar- 
c bitrarily and repeatedly annulling the verdicts of juries, and 
the dilatory practice of the Courts, moſt openly and 
* ſhamefully contradict the clauſe which i nr . 
te delay, and the ſale of juſtice. 

A man accuſed of felony (for which by the common law | 
of England, his lite and goods are forfeited) may be 
| bailed on finding two ſureties for forty pounds each 
te but upon a charge of miſdemeanour by words only, bail 

< to the amount of ei Werne, pounds, has wenn " 
(c manded. 

Upon convilidon alſo for fach TORY enormous 
ac fines, long and cruel impriſonments, unknown to our an- 
“ tient laws, and unſanctioned by any new ſtatutes, have of 
VX late, (and but of late,) been too frequently and too op- 
5 preſſively inflicted; and all this, although by the Bill of 
30> „ Rights it is declared, that exceſſive bail ſhall not be de- 
"I. „ manded, nor cruel and unuſual puniſhments inflifted. 
If we look to Ireland, we find that acknowledged pri- 
* viledge of the people to meet for the ſupport and protec- 
1 44 tion of their rights and. liberties, is attempted by terror 
9 be taken away by a late infamous act of Parliament; 
4. 
< 
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whilſt titles of honour, — no, but of diſhonour are lavith- 
ed; and new ſources of corruption opened, to  gratify | 
ED s the greedy proſtitution of thoſe who are un inſtruments 
J of this oppreſſion. 
„„ _ «In iScetland, che wicked hand of punts SO been 
A 5 impudentiy exerted, without even the wretched formali- 
t ty of an act of Parliament; magiſtrates have forcibly in · 
| #*truded into the peaceful and lauful meetings of free men, 
n by force (not only without law, but againſt law) have 
under colour of the magiſterial office, pee their 
OR #4 liber ati ions, and n * deen. 15 


4 The wiſtomi a tbe Britiſh: Coprens 


tion at Edinburgh, has been ſuch as to defy their. bitter 


eſt enemies to name the law which they have broken; 


notwithſtanding which, their papers have been ſeized, and 


made uſe of as evidence againſt them; and many virtu- 
ous and meritorious individuals have been, as cruelly, as 


unjuſtly, for their virtuous actions, diſgraced and ee 
ed by infamous and illegal ſentenees of tranſportati- 


on, and theſe unjuſt and wicked judgements have beem 
executed, with a rancour and malignity never before 
known in this land, and our reſpectabie and beloved fel - 


low citizens have been caſt fettered i into dungeons, amongſt 


felons in the hulks, to which they were ſentenced. 
« CiT1 ZENS, 


« We all approve the ſentiments, and} are daily . 


64 
= 
| 6 


too aſſociate in order to obtain a fair, free, and full repre- 
ſentation of the people in a houſe of real national repre- 


- 


the words for which. theſe our reſpectable and valuable 
.brethren are thus unjuſtly and inhumanly ſuffering. We : 


ſentatives. Are we alſo willing to be treated as felons for - 


claiming this our inherent right, which we are determin- 
ed never to forego, but with our lives, and which none 
but thieves and traitors ean wiſh to with-hold from us? 


Conſider it is one and the ſame corrupt and corrupting | 


influence which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scot 


land, and England; can you believe that thofe who 


ſend virtuous Iriſhmen and Scotchmen fettered with fe- 

Tons to Botany Bay, do not meditate and will not attempt 
to ſeize the firſt moment to ſend us after them? or if we 
juſt cauſe to apprehend the ſame. inhuman treat- 


inſtead of the moſt imminent danger, we were in 


with us? Their cauſe then, and ours is the ſamez and it. 


is both our duty and our intereſt, to ſtand or fall together. ü 


The Iriſh e. * the Scotch Judges, actuated. by + 
; | 5 OW 
| | : X 8 i RY as | | g F 
a YL , 5 243 . OR * 1 yy 


ſafety from it, ſhould we'not diſdain. to enjoy any 
* liberty.or privilege whatſoever, in which our honeſt Iriſn 
and Scotch brethren did not equally, and as fully participate 
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* * 
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m_ OS 1 "Ol 
wy "OPT PO 3 have 8 * diredtiy FI | 
( the point. There is no farther ſtep beyond that wh ich 
; >: they have taken; we are at iſſue. We muſt now chuſe at 
_ once, either liberty or ſtavery, for ourſelves and our poſte: 

2 3 rity.— Will you wait till barracks are erected in every vil 

LEND « lage; and till fubſidized Heflians and Hanoverians are u- 

; - & pon us? 5 1 VEW 
Tou may alk perhaps by, what means « ſhall we e 
0 ag e | 

© We anfwer, that men in a fiate of civilized. PO EU are 
a. but, to ſeek redreſs of grievances from the laws,.as long 
7 5 « as any redreſs can be obtained by the laws. But our 
x2 « common maſter whom we ſerve, (whoſe law is a law of 
4 liberty, and whoſe ſervice is perfect freedom) has taught 
% us not to expect to gather grapes from thorns, or figs | 
| _ & from thiſtles. We muſt have redreſs from our own laws, 

. andꝭ not from the laws 1 our Pünder, enemies and * 
>, 3 1 ng : 
| „ There is no 8 foie! a nation vireataflences as we 

are, but in a fair, free, and full repreſentatation of the 
| 44. people. Reſolved, that during the enſuing Seffion of Par- 
“ liament the General Committee of this ſociety, do meet 
4 daily for the purpoſe of watching the proceedings of the 
Parliament, and of the adminiſtration of the Government 
4 of this country ; and that upon the firſt introduction of 
any bilt or motion inimical to the liberties of the: peo-” 
* ple, ſuch 28, for landing foreign troops in Great Britaii 
6% or Ireland, for ſuſpenting the Habeas Corpus t, for 
. prochiming Martial law, or fon preventing the people 
: « from meeting in ſocieties for conſtitutional informa- 
& tion, or any other innovation of a ſimilar nature, that in 
e any of thoſe emergeneies, the general Committee ſhalt | 

LEA iſſue furnmonſes to the delegates of futh divifion, and alſo 
A to the ſecretaries of the different ſocieties, affiliated and 
c correſponding with this ſociety, forthwith to call a gene- 
kl Convention of the people to be held at fuch place 
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« -mons, for the purpoſe. of <p meaſures in l 1 
„ conſideration. - - 

« Reſolved, that the preceeding addreſs and bel. 
ce tions be figned by the DIY and printed, and * 
10 liſhed. 
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2M r Hatiilton, You faid you took notes an fome of 
theſe occaſions ! 3 | 
A. Yes, I did. | 5 | : 
Q. Tsit uſually allowed to do ſo? Th Fa | 
A. No, it is not. I have ary gong "and horas 
| them down in a Coffee-houſe. e 
What was the occaſion of your taking notes? . 
A 1 was introduced i into the ſociety, * 1 went away 1 
made theſe memorandums. | 
Q. Did you communicate them immediately 45 
- A. Not immediately. I was ſent for to the Seeretary' 
of State. 
555 you oven take any nbte of any ming! in any . | 
meeting? 
A. Not in convivial meetings. 1 conceived in eb * ; 
ings there was not ſuch neceſſity. | 
Q. Did you think any thing important enough for your 
taking thoſe notes ? | 
A. I did. 1 thought the intent was > Nrrlhaös e 58 
form, but it occurred to me they had very different objects. 
Q. Why did you remain in the ſociety when. you nt 
. their intention to do ſo? X Pp = 
A. I thought I ſhould. be 168 if called upon, to give „ _ 
notice of what they ſaid ein the ene 8 < 4 
Parliament. , RT — 
Did you mean to quit the room ; when you pond _— 
- aha objects not ſo bounded ? _ . _ 
A. 1 m, by any means, ion in their bann po: = 


3 7 LE ay 1 * 
n 2. 8 
P 


0 
n * 


* you N vent h 
80 . 1 did. oy 1 

1 1 Why? 15 - Os a0 

A. I faid before, partly for amuſement, and partly ineli. 
pen. 5 

. To whom did you communicate this afterwards ? 

A. I never did to any body, till called upon by a Mane | 
date from the Secretary of State's orders. 

Mr Anfiruther.—_He was taken up by a Secretary of 
State's Privy Council warrant. 
Mr Hamilton. Have you been ſerved wh a vrit of Sub- 
pœna, to give your evidence here? 

A. No.—l did not receive a Subpena, I was inſtructed 
to come here. 3 
M. Hamilton. —The 3 will take notice, this wiinef 

is not here by any legal authority. 

Myr Anſtrutber. What does that ſignify ? 1 1 my 
_ witnefles,—thoſe that will come voluntarily, I take them, if 
they will not come ſo, I ſubpcena them if they are within 
the juriſdiction.— The judges know, every witneſs from 


7 England to Scotland muſt come voluntarily, there is no 


mode of compelling them. Q.—Who did you come with? 

. 1 came down with Mr Gurnell. 

es. Whois Mr Gurnell ? 

A. He is a meſſenger. 

Mr Taylor, you ſay Jou took thoſe minutes ; for your 
own information ? 1 


Nes. 
. Had you any other n a? 
0 No.. 


But after you had been before the 8 Secretaries of 
has you took notes? 
A. No. I never attended them at all afterwards, TY 
Mr Hamiiton.——Had you wy other: motive in taking 
- thoſe notes? 
A. e at all but. only. to o ſpeak to the goin I had no 


deen in it but inclination. 8 
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 EDWARD(« GOSLING Sword: a "+ TE 
as Dundas, * What i is your profeſſion? | th 
A. Iam clerk to Mr Wickham. . 3 


Q. Whois Mr Wickham ? 
A. Mr Wickham is a magiſtrate in Lond. | 
2. Was you preſent at the meeting of the London core 
: ponding ſociety at Chalk Farm in April laſt ? WF 
A. Yes, I was. 
Q. Did you hear any reſolutions read there ? 
A. I did. | 
Q. By whom ? 
A. A man, I was' informed whoſe name was 1 
Q. Look at . and ſce a they: the 


heard read ? . N N 


A. No, theſe are not the ſame: 

Look at them; 

2 Theſe appear to be the fond {RY 3 | 
ſimilar to this afterwards at one o rk 

Q. Who gave you a copy? , 

A.I had it from that diviſion from (8 
Q You attended thoſe diviſions ANG OI 7 


A. I have, Sir. 


Fard. ky . 5 


Q. What was the fiyle of converſation 5 00 5 at 5 
| thoſe diviſions ? | 


me lou have ze 


A. In general there was leſs ſaid af the divifions than i in 5 


private converſations, but on the night following the 14th. 
of April it was the meeting at Chalk Farm; on Tueſday 


after I had attended one of the diviſions -I heard it was 


their intention to arm in the 5 manner as they had.done | 


in Pari ris, * 


03. Repeat that «xd. 


A. I underſtood that there wis a 0 to he eats 
led, and it was the deſign of the ſociety to arm themſelves 


| for the purpoſe of protecting that aſſembly in tlie ſame 
manner the French Wy: have been PUB by the 
people of Fun. 5 
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1 3 Examined by Mr e f 
3 He Where was it you heard theſe converſations ? 
XA . At the houſe of Holt that keeps a houle i in Northamp- 
a ton Street. 5 | LB 
| Q: How many 1 5 be e BY | 5 
KS A. I cannot tell exactly; there might” be thirty, there 
aua no ſuch converſation as that at the general meeting of 
+>. me diviſion at Chalk Farm ;. it was the following my after 
the meeting of Chalk "BY | „„ 
QQ. It was a meeting in private, of two or three people ? 
. No, it was a regular meeting of the eleventh diviſion 
| of the London Correſponding Society.  -.- . 
Q. Was you- ſerved with any writ to give your cridetce 
| here # 3 | 
No er. 
2 Have you been ſubpeena'd ? | 
A. I did not receive any thing, I came down at the de- 5 
fire of the Solicitor of the Treaſury. 
Q. How long was you a member of this Society 3 
A. I became a member the day alter the TOY of Chalk 
Lie Farm. : 
* 1 What Was Jour B intention of belonging to it? 
A. It was on account of the curious language I heard 
held at Chalk Farm. 
Q. Was you not a member of that Society before You 
Was at Chalk Farm ? 
A. No, 1 have not. 1 . 3 
1 Q. How came you to be there 5 5 
XX. et with a friend of that Society I knew, I dealt 3 in 
books with him, and I was ſo taken with the diſcourſe of 
- the meeting, I intended ſome a before tb be a member 
of the Society. - * 

Mr Erſkine. Did he tell you FR held conſtitutional 
language. Vou ſay, they held curious language, and you 
Was ſo charmed, you intended to belong to the Society? 

= Mr Hamilton. Was it your. intention to go into ng. So- 
=. den, to ſee what any. had to ae ? 


l 


— I did not, Sir. | | e _ 75 0 | 


Wien did you leave the Sci f 5 e 


A. The term I paid was up at PETE." 4 did ner 
attend their Society afterwards. 5 


0. Did you give information relative to the prceoing 8 


ä going on there? | 
A. I mentioned the circumſtance to Mr ö Wickham, as I 


thought it my duty. : 


Q. How frequently have you been at thoſe Societies, mo | 


how often did you give information of what paſſed ? 

A. I cannot exactly Toys I generally attended the der- 
fions once a week. 

Q. You gave information of what wok: place ? 

555 

Q. Did he preſcribe =E 1 of conduct to you, how t ts 
acł in future? 

A. He did not ſay any thing parte whether T was 
to continue in it or not, he obſerved fo far, if there was any 
thing dangerous going forward, I was to communicate it to- 
him if of a dangerous tendency. I ſhould not have done it, if 
he had not defired me. I had not an idea when I firſt went 
there I ſhould meet with any thing of that kind, I was in- 
formed I ſhould meet with improvement, and there were 
books to be read, and I went there for the purpoſe of Spend 
ing an hour or two of an e 


* 


ALEXAN DER AITCHISON, Sworm, 


Q. Was you a member me the Britiſh Convention: 2. | 

A. Te. -- / „ 

2 believe you was Secretary or Sab Seeg 2 | 

A. I was aſſiſtant Secretary to Mr Skirving. 

Q. Did you write the minutes of that Convention? 2 

A. A conſiderable part of them. 5 

Q. Will you look at that paper, Mr Aitchiſon, and en 
me whether the bulk of it is your hand- writing? 

A. The bulk of it is not my hand-writing, a great many | 


Pages of it are. my hand-writing, part of it wrote by this © 5 


Q. Did 


people, RY 


v 
= 
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. Did you ever 90 that paper before 7 Ee | 
„ re, 1 fiw it before in this Court, or the Talticiar 
Court, and the Britiſh Convention. 
Q. Does that paper, as far as it is of your 8 5 
contam an account of what paſſed in the Britiſh Conven- 
8 , 
20 I certainly might have made many miſtakes in raking 
down by hearſay, but to the belt of my knowledge, it con- 
tains the truth. 5 | 
Q. Who was the 1 85 i 
A. Mr William Skirving. 
Q. Did any body aſſiſt you in taking thoſe minutes? 
A. Tes, ſeveral people appointed by the Convention. 
Q. Look through the minutes, and tell if you know any 
other perſon's hand writing beſides your own ? | 
A, Ido not recollect any other abs 8 hands except 
Mr George Roſs. 
2. Lately of the Gazetteer office A 1 
tnt. N 
2. Was Mr Callendar a member 5 
N 6 
Do you recollect any motion made by bim? 
5 I recollect ſeveral motions, but don't recollect any 
put down in the minutes. 
2. Do you recollect ange amendment made to theſe mo- 
tions? 
e 1 tember well an amendment made on a motion 
of Callendar's, which cauſed a good deal of difference of ſen- 
timent, and a great many different motions. N 
2. Da you remember chat motion > being ſubmitted to a 
Committee ? 
OW... 
G Do you rwttiwmber the members Wes Sela one? 
A. Ves, he was. | 
Look at that ? What is chat! = 
RY Mr 81 nclair's amendment of Callendar's 8 a 


5 Reads * 60 That the e. en the calamitous ] 
| "6 conſequences 


* 


6 
| 


« 
c 


6. 
cc 
66 
60 
Us 


45 


And we further reſolve, that the firſt notice given for 
the introduction of a Convention Bill, of à fimilar ten- 
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conſequences of any act of the le 
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tend to deprive the whole or any part of che people of 
their undoubted right to meet either by themſelves or by 


| delegation, to diſcuſs any matter relative to their common 
intereſt, whether of a public'or private, nature; and hold- 


ing the ſame to be totally inconſiſtent with the firſt prin 


ciples and ſafety of ſociety; and alſo ſubverſive of our 
* known and acknowledged conſtitutional liberties, do 
„ hereby declare, before God and the world, that we fall 


follow the wholeſome example of former times, by paying 
no regard to any act which ſhall militate againſt the conſti- 


tution of our country, and ſhall continue to aſſemble and 


conſider of the beſt means by which we can accompliſn 


a real repreſenlation of the people and annual election 


"1 


until compelled to defiſt by ſuperior force, 


dency to that paſſed in Ireland fince the laft Seſſion of 
their Parliament; the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 


act, or the act for preventing wrongous impriſonment, 


in North Britain, and againſt undue delays in trial, which 
will render all the laws for the protection of our lives and 


our liberties nugatory, and as ſome have avowed their in- 


tention of introducing a motion for the repeal of one ofthem, 
or in caſe of an invaſion, or the admiſfion of any foreign 
troops whatſoever into Great Britain or Ireland; all or 
any of thoſe ſhall be a ſignal to the ſeveral delegates to 
repair to ſuch places as the Convention ſhall appoint, and 


2 


tion permanent. 


c Reſolved, that the delegates to any Convetitjhli n 


cc 


40 


- ” 


under any of thoſe calamitous circumſtances, ſhall imme- | 


diately repair to the place of ſitting, and there continue 


until their number be twenty-one and then E to 


buſineſs. 


„ The Convention doth therefore WE that ek de- 


f & 


legale ae on bis return home, do convene his 
* con 


de e my N. 


/ 


ſeven members ſhall have Pm to declare- the Conven- 


* 
£ 
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| «-conftituents and explain to them the neceſſity o egit 
14 a delegate or delegates, and of eſtabliſhing a fund without 
4. delay againſt any of thoſe emergencies, for his or their 
t expences; and that they do inſtruct the ſaid delegate or de- 
legates, to hold themſelves ready to depart at an hour 8 
<« warning.” : 

I don't e ever having read chat paper befare, 1 10 cer- 
tainly have ſeen it, becauſe my own hand writing is on a the 


back of it. 
Mr Solicitor General. 7 you 1 a reſi vlution hay. | 


| ing paiſed of that purport in the Convention * 


A. Some amendment of Callendar's motion did paſs 
| but whether that is it I cannot ſay. | 

. Do you know whether! it was entered in the minutes 
of the Convention? | 

A. IJ am not ſure. 

Whoſe hand writing is that! 2 
W It is Mr Roſs's. | 
Reads. Citizen Sinclair, read the amentiments - upon 


e Citizen Callendar's motion, as agreed-upon by the Com- 
e mittee, _ it was * upon the motion f 


2 That the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a N 
for its mature conſideration. In the courſe of converſa- 
tion, Citizen Brown gave a hiſtory of the Habeas Corpus 

« act; after an excellent diſcuſſion of the queſtion, perti- 

nent remarks and amendrfients, the Convention was re- 


cc ſumed, and the whole, as amended was read over.” 


Then, all that appears from the minutes as they ſtand 
55—there i is a reſolution of all the members = pon 
their legs, which reſolution is. blank ? _ h 

 Wiineſs. The reaſon that page is left blank, is owing to my 
coming in at that very time; I remember the circumſtance, | 
it was left that 15 might fill it in, if not taken notice of 
by the other clerks, and therefore i it does nat appear it in the 


<4 that is the truth. „ | : 7 
OT Bo RI er ro 


Mr yaw ag Q That motion was e to ; 


| as Sub- ſecretary by Citizen . and you. eee 8 = 
"=p the back? CL: x; : - 


"6: Was" you preſent when the Provoſt of dards cams "> 
into the Britiſh Convention? po” | 8 | 

AC > i. 

Q. Did he 9 that Convention ? ? 

S 

Q Where did you go t to ther that 7 | 

A. I was told that the Convention wetit down to ſome 
place i in the Canongate. : 

Q. Where did you go ? | 

A. I went home. - 

Q. Where did the Convention meet afterwards E 

A. I was not preſent at the next meeting. 5 
Q. Do you know Mr Watt the priſoner at the oe there ? 
"hi Ves. 

Q. Was you ever in any Committee with him 15 

A. I was appointed a member of the Committee of f Union 
along with him. 

Q. When! ? 

- A. I think in the month of 1 ETTC laſt. 

1; How long was that after the a of the Brill 
Convention? 

A. I think that diſpetfion happened the egg of. 
December; and the Committee of Union was appoitnted 


* 


early in January. e 
Lord Advocates State that again. I «as | 
Mr Anfiruther. Was Watt a = of that | Gommite 


tee ? 85 1 1 
A. Ves, I think he was. e 

| Q. You have 22595 him there? 5 
A. Yes; 7 e 
Q. What was the pied? of that Committee: 85 5 
; hy The bufinels of that Committee was to preſerve ber- | 


? 


— 


1 — 
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1 an n Ukion among the Friends of Reform, and t to r- 
reſpond. 4 

yy « Aut For what porpoſes did hey u meet ? 

A. I cannot ſay, for I gave very little attendance, and ery 
little attention to the buſineſs. ies 

Q. Did the Friends of the People ever meet 2 

A. They met occaſionally in ſome Ee ſocieties. 

 Q Whoſent you to the Committee'? ; 

A. It was the Chairman of the Societies No. 1. and 2. of 
the Canongate diviſion. 

Q. About what was the Committcs to 1 ? 

A. About the Reform propoſed by Mr Pitt and the Duke 
of Richmond; we never propoſed going further. 

Q. Who were the delegates? 8 

A. Mr Watt was one, Archibald Wright another, and I 
| Had the misfortuneto be the third; three of each ſociety met. 

„ Do you remember any one you ever ſaw there? 

A. Yes, I have ſeen Mr Bonthorn, and I have ſeen Mr 
Downie, and I could hardly name you a third perſon out of 
the thirty. | 

Q. Did you ever ſee Mr Wright there ? 

A. E never ſaw Mr Wright there. 

Did you ever hear of a Committee, called a Commit- 

tee: df Ways and Means ? 

A. Les. 

Q. Was you & member of i it 5 

A. Fes. 

'Q What was the purpoſe of that Committee ? 

A. To raiſe money. 

a+ For what | 8 

A. To pay our paſt debts. N 

Q. Was that the only purpoſe : . | 
AK. Why, in caſe there were future emergencies and fur- 

ther demands to anſwer, the purpoſe of paying them too. - 

Q. What were the demands to be? 
A. It is extremely . to 19 NONE: it was. I never 


CLI 


4 


| attended it but once. £4 


4 


day. 


5 
a Was it for the purpoſe 1 paying delegatesto the ce. 
vention 
A. I have heard a fo # ſome occalional accidental. meet- 


ing. 
2. Where u was the 6 46 PA held "Be 


A. onne: where. in England, that was the report of the 


207 1 


. Were thoſe meetings compoſed of the Friends of Li- 


berty, not others ? 
A. Certainly, Sir. 


Q. Who are they you call the Friends of Liberty? 


A. Why, i it is difficult to aſcertain who are the Friends of 


Liberty, a man may: be ſo one day, and . ads in an- 
other way. 


Q Who were they ? 
A. All that proſeſſed to think as we did. 


Q. Was that the thing pointed out in the reſolution you 
have juſt read ? You have read the reſolution of the Com- 
mittee juſt now, about a Convention or meeting of Emer- 
gency, about paying the EXPENCE of Oy was mt the 
Convention ? | 

A. I cannot ſay. | 

Qu; Was it the Britiſh comvention, or n 

A. It was another, but it was to be bels as a Britin . 
vention, that was the idea. 

Q. Was it for the ſame objects ang purpols a as | the Bri- 
tiſh Convention? 

A. Certainly fo. 


Q. Mr Downie was a member of 90 Brizith Convention? 


110 
Q. Mr Benthorn ? 


Q. Yes. 


Q. Are you ſure of i it ? 
A. I only believe he was. | 
Q. Did you « ever har where this Convention Was te 


meet? 
* No, ſomewhere i in \ England.” 


02 
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Jam not . 


9. And 


9 
1 


” 


* 
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© a Andit was for the ſame dal 25 the Britiſh Gon, 
_ Yn . vention met laſt year? i 
be fame purpoſe as William Pitt and dba Duke of 
Eo: "Richmond had before. 
* Q. Was it or not for the ſame objects as the Priih Con- 
"9 | vention ? 


A. The Britth Convention had the mp object in vie 
Pitt and the Duke of Richmond had twelve years ago, and 
they meant, if ever they met, to follow no other plan. 
Q, I want to know whether you have ks heard ** con- 
verſatios about amm? 1-5. | 

A. Never in any of theſe Committees. 

AQ. Did you ever hear any elſewhere ? _ pie oe 

A. Yes, I have in occational accidental meetings _ of 
doors, among people not connected with the Britiſh pf 
vention or thoſe Committees. | 

Q. What were the converſations, and with aha! ? 

A. I cannot condeſcend .upon a hogle individual, 1 bad 
converſation with ſo many. 

Q Can you ſwear that? 

A. I certainly can ſwear that 1. have heads it debe a 
dozen years ago, when Pitt's reform was firſt ſpoke of. I, have 
heard it ſaid no ſuch thing could be done without a ann 
5 and without arms. 2 / 

* Did you ever hear it ſix months ago, or nine e month : 

A. No, neither eight or nine. 

Q. Did you ever ſee a pike ? 

A. I have ſeen a pike in George Roſs's 18 

| Q. Did not a Committee of Union meet there? 
A. It was not in their hearing nor any of the members. 
8 Did you ever ſee a pike i in Georpy prin houſe | 4 
r . 
5 2 Did ycu ever ſee more © than one? 
* 8 | 
| ts When was that %y : | 
WY On a Saturday evening, in polio of. half a dozen 
1 8 1 wee 


Fg 


| blaekfiniths, whoſe as 1 4 not er 
was not preſent. „ eee 
| . What ſort of bes were e 8 
A. They were ſomething like the beg oth a halbert. 
No, did the ann, of ana meet at e Georg 


Ross oh ASST; > | | RE; 
Did the Committes of Ways and Means meet at. 
George Roſs's ? | 

A. Yeu ; 

Q. Now, I aſk you, whether you ever heard any con- 
verſation about pikes manufacturing in eee 6 r the 
purpoſe of arming the Friends of the People? | 

A. I have heard it out of doors, perhaps at the: Orosz 

Q. Did you ever hear ſuch converſation any where vated 

A. Upon wy great oath, I cannot ſay who a ir. 

Q. Did you ever hear ſuch converſation ? FO rs | 
A. I have. | 
Q. For what HR were : they t to as 
A. There were various purpoſes mentioned. | So 
Q. What were they? „„ 
A. I remember, when Ear! Stanhope ments in his 
ſpeech in the Houſe of Peers, it was the duty of the people 
to have-arms, he urged it, as a duty incumbent upon Bri- 
tons, to be armed, to e eee in caſe Aerey was 
to be attacked. t. 

Q. For what purpoſe | were hos to have 8 

A. Very different purpoſes.—I have heard ſome fay, 
they would take up arms againſt the French, as welt as Ha- 
noverians or Heſſians. In all mixed bodies they: are e 2 
of different opinions. ER 

Mr Hamilton. My Lord Ne 1 ſhall trouble your 
Lordſhip with but one obſervation, I do it with a. view 

of making this proof as ſhort as it poſſibly can be; and juſt - 
ſubmit to your Lordſhip's opinion, that all this man; has 
been ſaying about arms, is nothing to the purpoſe; for what _ 
is it ?—lt is merely rumour, he talks of ſome propoſal, but - 
5 | e does 


— 


as 


of ne 1 


be at is about u rifing of apy body or ſet of men? * : 
It is improper to bring forward ſuch evidence to ſubſtantiate 


ö any one charge in the indiftment, or to prove the overt acts. 


It proves arms were provided to be put into divers peoples 


hands, but is it proved that this gentleman attempted to put | 
them into any one's hands? this witneſs ſays, he has 
heard this only from people of no deſeription whatever. 
It is not, therefore, ſuch. evidence as can be 9 forward 
to ſubſtantiate the fact. | | 


My Anfiruther. 1 thall examine him as to any c conver- 


ſation among the Friends of the People, with reſpect to 
arms; whether I ſhall bring that home to the priſoner is a, 
nother queſtion, but I muſt be permitted to go on with my 


examination, in order to make it evidence, if it can be 
made. evidence. | | 
Mr Hamilton. —Such kind of converſation as this man 
heard, is not evidence. 
Court. —Does Mr Hamilton mean to oe to the com- 
petency ? aye or no. 
Mr Hamilton, —l object to the commetency... WT 
Lord PRrsipENxT.— The anſwer to the queſtion may be 


: very infignificant; I ſhall think it my duty to ſay ſo to the 
Jury, if it be ſuch as Mr Hamilton has deſcribed it, nothing 


more than report; but {till the queſtion may be put. 

Ar Anſtruther,—The objection goes to the effect of the 
e at preſent, I have not made any thing of arming 
againſt Mr Watt; I will, if I am allowed to go on. 

Court.—Go on with your examination, _ £ 

Mr Anftruther -—Q. (To Mr Aitchiſon.) You will a 


lect you are upon your oath, and you know the conſcquences 


of being ſo., I therefore defire, you would diſtinctly and 


explicitly anſwer the queſtions that are put to you. I aſked 
you before, whether you had'ever heard, among the Friends 
of the People, any converſations about arms; you have told 


me, there were different opinions upon the ſubject; and told 
me, one ſet ſaid they would as readily: arm againſt a French» 


0 | 41 x17 ['A-: 8 oy 5 


man if ket came here, as againſt Hana; or Hanoverians 1 f 


want to know what the others fade. 4 
A. The opinion of others was, that we mould: arm in hs. 
vour of Liberty, but we never came to a ſpecific refolution 
upon that ſubject.— I beg pardon. think it hard, that I, 


who was not allowed to give opinions upon the former pro- 


cefles, ſhould now be obliged to give them, when the opini- 


ons are ſtated for facts: you aſk people for opinions over | 


a pot of porter or glaſs of whiſky, to criminate people. 1 
never ſpoke upon the ſubject to theſe two priſoners. 

L onxp PRESIDENT.—That is not the queſtion; the queſti- 
on is, whether you heard, in any of theſe meetings, any 


thing ſaid of reaſons for putting arms in the hands of the 


Friends of the People, and what they were; you have been 
giving an account of different reaſons, and one reaſon you 
affigned, as given by ſome perſons, oy that 8 9 
uſed in ſupport of Liberty. | 

A. Certainly, that I have declared. ; 

Mr Anſtruther —You recollect, when I am aſking what 
mother man ſaid, I am ſpeaking to a fact. aſk who were 
| the perſons you had that converſation with? ? 

A. As I am to anſwer at the great * 1 OR N 
to any ſingle individual. 

QQ. Were there many of them? 

A. Not above fre or "is at the time of the accidental. 

meetings. 
Q. How often did thef. converſations happen pu 
A. I cannot ſay. 
Q. Did they happen more than once or twice: 18 | 
A. The public news of the day, the proſecutions againſt 


the parties; every thing brought the converſation on the 


board. If a man is known to be attached. to Freedom at 
all, he is aſked his opinion. 


Q. Was you ever preſent, at the meeting 56 the Sud 2 5 
Commilthcs or Committee of Ways and Means, with Mr 


„„ ey | 


. | . | A. News 8 


— * 


be 


- 
* 


; k | 
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5 8 5 | . 7 e . „ 1 EY 3, 5 rs 5 2 25 : 
5 ever but © once, | | 


2. Now, upon your. oath, what 1 was the converſation ther 1 'Y 


held in that committee ? Op 
K. Upon the oath, as I ſhall et to | God at the great 
yp, I cannot tell a word of it, it was merely preliminary. 
Q. What d do you mean by preliminary! N 
A. Juſt talking over a pot of porter; we muſt meet this 
tay: week; we mult do ſomething. 7" 
| What was it you were to do? | | | F 
25 I cannot tell you, this was in company with ſeven 
people, of whom I was one. I never met with them again. 
Lord Advocate. About what time of the weed Was this 
only meeting you had with Watt??? | | 
A. When the committees were firſt appointed. 
Q. About what period was that ? 
A. About the beginning of January? 
Mr Anftruther, Q. Was you never at a meeting of the 
Sub-Committee, but at the beginning of January? 
| mM To'the beſt of my knowledge and belief, I never was, 
2 * Had you any con verſation with the members of that 
Committee! + fn, So the oa amo that was to come "AWE 
tha?” ELD pos = way 
A. Not that I recellect 
1 You had better recollect yourſelf, 
A. No: * 
Q. Was you ever in a Mr ware houſe? 
1 
* Had you ever a converſation with Watt in his houſe ? 
A. YE. EE . . 
Ea. ©. Was it before or aller the mee of of that Commit- 


— 


tee? 1 W 
A. I cannot ſay. e e 
3 What 0 was it you had with Mr Watt . 
„ Upon the news of the day. 
N Wha was the news of the day! po 
A. I cannot recollect; is a man obliged to recollect an 


accidental conve: lation over a C8 of tea a year after? , 
\ | 2 : : | ; XY De 


* 


. 3 I. | 
Seeed ras Dm ARE 10 2 
A. I do not recollect. | rioted * 
Q. And you ſay fo upon yous great dak Wm A a: 

X. I rertainly doo „c vc * 
Was ay th ing ſaid about arming? 2vall e 3657? 
| Ac I believe that was About the time Lord 
when fray made in the Hauſe of Peer. 
__ Lond GAT BARON. I. wiſh you to ſay te 
4 ihe priſoner that is not founded in fact, but, Sir, if it be und- 
ed in fact you are. called upon, and you are no in the 
preſence of God, to aànſwer the truth let the eonfequence 
be what it may. I aſk you to the belt of. your memory, 


had yon any converſation with the priſuner about pre- | 


paring Taten dg IN 
him? OD e enen 26 eh 
A. My * neither your Lordſhip nor aii perſon in 


this Court need inform me of the flature of anon, I ani 


not an atheiſt, not one of French prinriples. I know we 
ſhall all ſtand up at the great day of God, and this cath: warns 


me to bewate of ſaying what is not the truth; and Whether 


it hurts me or the priſoner at the bar, 1 ſhall ſpeak-the 
truth; if yo win ebe the trouble to n e 1 
will anſwer it. | 90 r 
' Lonrs: Cum Baron: Do ——— whe Gays 
with the prifonef baving any con verſation with him about 
preparing arms or uſing arms? if you recollect any thing 
however trivial it may be, you are bound to ſpeak it out. 
A. I can recollect none; not a ſingle ciroumiſtuntce, but 


* Mr Watt ſaid ſomething or an; c b 


de upon the carpet. nn 


1 


by Nothing mentioned about arms * 


A. No, only hoe 3 ben, an th ws 


of the day. 1 0 
Q. Did you ſee any arms, ho 7 ples, or ny wings of ; 
an. in nis houſe. e 


a4 


[on Mig It is a very qrange denen. et Daf 2 - 


' _ | | t 1 114 * 5 | > 


e any pikes bong id ki 
| | 7 I 18 e 

A. ee 0. 51 or A pad ** * 

- My Anſtruther. Q. Tou have told: . W me 
that you have had iconverfatien with Mr Watt upon the 


of the day x it is impoſſible for me or che Court to 


know what that converſution was if you will not defcribe the 


pur port of it 5 but tell me a . had with 


Me Watt upon che occaſion :- eee urs 


. 


What was the neus of the days? 
A. It was Lord Stanhope's fpeech in _ Houſe of Lon. 
What was faid about it? 

A. That certainly Lord Stanhope N ftood. 9p for the 

hs, of Britons which W been too W . _ 
2. What more? r 7-75 R 


cin N. eee 1 51 


Q Upon what occafion was ir chat Watt fig fomething 


of importance was upon the Carpet? 


A. It is very extraordinary that fuck en diſcourſe 


| Would come in queſtion. 1 


Did he mention the Carpet, that ſomething of impor: 


"OO IIs he Gorper © - © 1 


A. Or words to that purpoſe, ene fd men 6 to 
err word? F have told you the word 3 
but that perhaps was not aſed by Mr Watt. 
Before whom was it to be brought upon. the carpet 2 
A. Before the public, eee eee 

& Wus was to bring it before the world-? 


A. I cannot anſwer. | 
Lorp PRresIDENT. The words I took 3 are 8 Watt 


ſaich lomething of importance would ſoon be * the car- 


Pet, or words to that effect ; es ſo? = LO 
\ As Nes. . 
Me Anſtrutber. . 1 I think you abſented 6 ag "mY 
the meeting of the NOONE E 
A. ” « 


- 1 55 3 


A. Here again my opinion is afke | put your queſtion "= - 


again. 2 eee — 
vos abſented yourſelf from "Y ebe un 4 
| mittee, I want to know n reaſon for r 1" +», 

from that Committee. £4 Out . | 

LoRD PRESIDENT. The rens ceaſon was « there „ 


for you to leave it? 


Ar An ſtrutber. State the reaſon for "your" leaving "that 
Committee. 59/30 IRR 3 
A. I heard in ſeven | ov eight days-aflerwarieatine — 
was te be ſomething important dene, or acted upon pu-. 

blickly. I heard there was to be ſecret buſineſs beſore the 
Committee, and n arg "oy 1 1 never attended che e 
the Committe. K * | 1 
M. Anftruther. Lou heard from Mr Watt that en 7 
| buſineſs was ſoon to be upon the cũrpet. and you heard ame 
port out of doors that wan Apna nnen : 


be before the Committee? © + i 
A. I heard that, and the corverfiiibey; B tad with Me | 
Watt was three months afterwards. RET. 


Q. With whom had you the converſation about ne bene 
buſineſs, that was to come before the Committee? | 
A. I could net tell you u tra were depending wn, 
Q. Do you ſwear rad Kya | OP. 
A. I do. „ UE GREY 
Q. You ſwear that you Get: A the ebe from 
whom you heard that WI Is wan to me p 
1 8 e ee 
— — ⁵( 26 ad LET 
* Did you ever aſk any of the ene the n - 
tee whether that was true or not?? * 
A. I never did. I have already afbgned' my reaſon, T 
wiſhed whatever concern I had with puhlic reform. it 1 
be open _—w_ gh and not ſecret buſineſs, T9 DOE, i, SN 
* TD. * > as ag 3 


2 — 5 


43 


1 


© 0 1 
ner de you knom therr was to.be ſecret buen 
1 n > his N. e ; Members aß it? n ttt 68 Nn : 3 
os I took it for granted. ee 

n. * wee eee dun am byline of 


Loan PRESIDENT. - Ton fad öl char fame fogrer das 
CeO to be before * Comminzers and they. aan | 
heard! it out of ours 72 
A. J. 
Sete, an eee you beards om pac of 
the Committeg? N e e 
KA. Ne. | 
Mr. hen, Then I 8 you to 3 a upon 
oaths. and: take carg of the anſwer. you give this queſtion, 
whether you have not. givgn a. different account of your cone, 
yerſation, with Watt, and your. reaſon for n the e 
mittee trom what you haye now given? | 
. Leannot recallect, bus this is the bens wot i ae. 
4 clare upon oath · e „ 
Anſwer me this eee you gener, vou never 
gave a different account of this conyerſation at another place? 
ea che belt of my recollection I did not, and con- 
fiſtent with truth I could not, becauſe it is not w 3 > * 
| was to be. guillotined far it I will ſtand by that. | 
In. arguing every hranch of this * we 
an el cee under very great difficuliigs, becauſe we 


- are on the inſtant obliged to reſort to a law, of which, till 


this proſecution, we knew nothing The queſtion put by Mr 
_ ber is yndoubtedty, not competent by the law of 
5 3 and accoreingly we are told den eee cee 


ſuch queſtions are not pertinent to the ifſue, as he has bound | 
by his ſglerma « oath to ſpeak the truth. My acquain; 


ect, but 1 am ſabeficd i. congurs br wg * | 

ths Anfteuben I underſtand Mr — 7 
be grounded on the law, of Scotland, by which Lungerftand 
a witneſs has, a right to have his examivation” before” the 
Magiſtrate deſtroyed hefore he gives his evidenge. By the: | 
hw of England he has no ſuch right: be may he indidted 5 0 
tor perjury upon it, and J have e to — equa 
ibn ee gain from it. 

Lon PRESIDENT. I certainly: Wee a aätbehpeih i 
e this matter, for judging by in 
ſhould, have conceived, it to he as Mr. Erſkine has ſtated it, 
I believe the practice in England to be R 
ticular. But I wiſh the King's Counſel to confideo whos) 
ther it would not be right to abſtain from queſtions, which 
are exceptionable according to our ideas. 

Mr Anſtruther. I baye ſtated what I take to Ha the 1 ; 
of England, but ſhall implicitly follow your Lordſhip's wiſhes 

upon the*fubjet. I muſt ſay this witneſs has given his evi» 
dence in a manner that does not enten um to n atten» : 
tion from the jury. „ e 

M BARON No RTO. In dba nowitnl is apap 
paid diſcredited by his own Countfel.. © - 

Mr Anſtrutben. I thought it — bn us to 
pelt that wen 1 n eee e 
the witneſs. 

V. Hamilton. I-ſubwit Me Auſtruther in bot eommpetony 
to ſpeak upon this matter now; the Lord: Adyacate wilt | 
ſum up the evidence upon the part of the Crown but now 
he is anticipating a part of the 1 and "_ wy 
witneſs is not ta be attended ta- | 

Court. If you can ſay he has given any * * 
able to you, you may have the beneſit of it; but, fays Mr An- 
ſtruther, I have brought him forward to prove” m indict- 
ment, but from the manner he e . I * a 


W In” 


a 4 1 
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; 5, 


4 _ 
— — — — — 
— ECD — —— — - as - _ 


©... ns . 
| Litled to make any 7 uſe — think proper of the ente of 
this witneſs; but I ſhall not deſire the jury to pay much at- 
tention to any thing he has ſaid unleſs he is confirmed by o- 
ther witneſſes.” We ſhall now read $a of the wivures of Fo 
the Britiſh Conventioůon. * 

' Lord Advocate. It be ave rite Cours ind jury dine” 
| Kaho bf te was reſerved for me to quote from the minutes 
of the Britiſh Convention thoſe parts work appear to WES to 
eſtabliſh a charge, as I am to ſpeak laſt. Ce | 


Dobnr. If you are to ſpeak laſt, and do not now tell 


the jury what you mean to lay hold*of, you have an advan- 
tage. - Mou have proved theſe minutes to be the mitzudes of 
. EY and yo —_ to read chem. 


94 


case * Clerk of Arragns read the peer 
of gays wks, 194 Nv. 179 3. 


5 FJ ; Dundas. There was a previous meeting before.—Look 


Farther, you will ſce Mr Margarot moved, “That previous 


* to publiſhing an addreſs to the public, a Committee be 
a forthwith appointed to conſider the means, and draw up 
« the outlines of a Plan of General Union and Co- opera- 
44 tion between the two nations in their Conſtitutional purfuit 


* of a thorough Parliamentary my N was ant. 
1 1 ooh EEE 


- 


A 


88 * 


* 


[. 
8 8 : Tk at 7 5 papers 4 2 you ſee your 


bandwritin g there.. 


A. There is part rt of mine he 1 is my hand writing 


| ad * Nov. 17931 ſome parts are mine. 


2 1 run 


i 3 106 119 , 1 | 
* ol ang Part _ paper read as Flr) $47 


2 
A 2 29 n 22 2 1592390 2 5 . 


1 « Citizen Se read the amendments pen, itizen 
4 Callendar's motion as agreed upon by the Cmmi itee,and = 
E it was agreed upon the motion of Citizen «5 ue chat 
« the Houſe reſolve itſelf. into a Committee for its ma 
« conſideration, —In the courſe of the conyerſation,' Citizen 
_ C Brown gave a hiſtory of the Habeas Corpus At —Atter 
e an excellent diſcuſſion of the queſtion, pertinent remarks 
« and amendinents, the Convention was reſumed, and the 
« whole, as amended being read over, the members ſtood 
«© upon their feet and ſolemnly and unanii paſſed the 


« | 
reſolution as follows. ; Coun andre ere hw RO LI: 


0 Here a page te k ft Hank). iv ae eg 
00 Citizen Gerrald, in an energetic and wor addreſs, 
« expreſſed his bappineſs at the motion paſſed; and expoſ- 
« ed the act of the Irifh Parte, called a e 
« And Citizen Brown followed him in 2 ma mly 
« and proved the influence of the Executive, Government 
& over the Parliament. Citizen Margarot read and pro- 
« poſed the following motion, viz. That a Secret Commit- | 
«© tee of three and the Secretary, be appointed to deter- 
« mine the place where tuch Convention of Emergency 
<« ſhall meet, that ſuch- place ſhall remain 3 ſecret with 
them and with the ſecretary of this Convention, and that 
© each delegate ſhall, at the breaking up of 4 preſent, 
« Seffion be entruſted with a ſealed letter containing. the 
© name of the place of meeting—this letter ſhall be deliver- 
ed unopened to his conſtituents, the receipt "of which 
te ſhall be acknowledged by a letter, to the ſecretary, pre- 
t ſerved in the fame. ftate until the period Jhall. arrive 
at which it ſhall be deemed neceſſary for the delegate td 5 
« ſet off. This motion was ſeconded by. Citizen Moffate, - 42 
6 * and the rm rn EY e e 


W 
4 Ae 7” Þ 
"ag 2. gals a 3 


8 nouulansedt with the ſects: 
© tary, a Secret Committee on this buſineſs, viz. Margarot, 
e John Clark and Brown z and they were requeſted to 
e Qevife the beſt poſſible means of conveying this intima- 

“ tion to thoſe ſocieties whoſe views were the fame with 
4, orb, but may not have delegates at this Convention, “ 
Lund Advocate. * . know „ at the 
ble? ; 
—— Hd where ag you lads him wy boat 
20 It is not long ſince. I am not 3 e 
ed with him. I have ſeen him ſometimes in my houfe. 


Q. At what PEO n did you firſt — him it in 
your own houſe? 0 
1 1 think about the beginning of this year | or the end | 
of laſt year e 
. pray, Sir, 1 you know any thing of a Committee 
of the Friends of the People, who were reptefented in the 
Britiſh Convention, meeting in your houſe after the dif: 
perſion of that Convention? 
A. I. -I underſtood a Committee of 20 F. rietids of 
the People met in my houſe, 
About what period? 4a | 
A. About the period 1 mentioned before. 
by Does it eonfiſt with your Enowled ge that Watt w was 2 
member of that Committee ? 
| A. 1 have heard that Mr Watt was a member of that 
Committee, and' ſeen him meet with other people at toy 
| Houſe, but 1 never was preſer 
Choice of him, and never was preſent at 55 Coltutilttcs my- 
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. e FD remember any ochers alt met at the fame 
time with Mr Watt its 

A. Tes. 

. Give r 

A. Mr Otrock, Mr M*Ewan, cad M. Denne. 

. Where does. Orrock live 2 


ROI * 9 . * 
* ai TY ren Fo 7 15 


as . | , 
8 366 : | $a 75 : 7 25 i jg Bo 
a 0 | "i ; # 
1 At ** N * Oy n 1535 A r 
3 What 1 18 Mun? . a . * N 1 + "ON 4's 4 4 IF, : : . L 
No anſwer. N ies oe 5 A * 1 4 
* Have you: Gon ablain: de. . , 


. To the beſt of my knowledge, they "did. meet; 9 — 
* Do you know what the name of that Committee was? 
A. bunderſtood it was a Committee of the Rs * 
che People, I never es. any other name. "ad 
. Did you ever hear any other name e 2 . 
A. I cannot ſay z it had ſome particular name, whather ND 
2 was this or not, I do not know it Was ee Com. 


F-/ mittee. of Union, this 1 heard of at that time. * 2129" 15 
. When thote perſons -afſembled at your. baut, CY Ee : 
they: go into an apartment * themſclyes? | ne Re 5 
A. They did. 1 25 


3 Did you ever kear or know of: any inferior or Tubor- 
dinate Committee Meeting at © Fa beute, mn than, * 
Commintee of Union ? 22 \ 1 "os 
A. I cannot fay whether 8 were one or two Sen. 
 mittees,—as far as I recollect, I thought there were WO 
they met at my houſe, as if” there were 1 that gps of 
them belonged to each. 4 8 : 

Q. If there were two PB en were. e they --- 
of the ſame condition of perſons or forintic, or were they 
the ſame individual perſons ? . 1 5 

A. I mean the ſame perſong.}}. |... 75 GO 

2. You muſt explain it. | SIG: - 


De: A part of thoſe who compoſed one . Comme, com- 
poſed the other. f 


Q. Were the whole of thoſe preſs members of. oth. 
Committees? 4 > RET 
A. I am not certain whether thas mere toro Committees 
or not,—but I know there was fewer of Ahern met at. . 
time, and a greater number at another. . 

Q. You ſay they began to aſſemble about t the 9 
of the year at your houſe. H long, arg 1 * 
they continue to 0 ſo chereafter? 


IF 2 I 
+ "* 4 * 
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| 125 122 1 
A tons they. met once a weck ai ende "A 
When did they diſcontinue their e ultimate. 

5 and finally? „ 

A. I don't know, el left Edinburgh yen, fome! time 
ago, and before that there had been a meeting. 

2. Had Watt been = Opn WO; you left Kit 
"burgh? | nf REIN 

! 4 K. > ee 

ge Downie the fame 'F 

„„ 

. Had Mzwan? 

A. I cannot fay. — 

Q. Did thoſe men continue to meet, Fo the beginning a 
of the year, till the arreſt of Downie and Watt ? | 

A. Yes, As far as I can recalledt, 1 were e meeting 
 proviouy: to their —_— 

Q. A ſhort time before ? 

A Yes. 1 think there were. 

£0," Now, wt, you was a ral of the Britiſh 2 
96k 2 b a 

A. ves, Six. ge. Es Pen 

2 Were all or any of thoſe you, ſaw at your r houſe at 
that time, members of that Convention? | 

A. I don't think Watt was: | 

. Bs Was Downie 5 

5 Ves. 1 think he was. 

* Was M Ewan; * | 

ie Yes. I think be was... 

Q. Do you recollect the names of any oth Te WR 
_— to be members of the Convention, who paged 
1 bouſe, at the ſame time Downie did? 

AA. Yes. 1 believe one neee 15 e 

. What is he? entry 

1 believe A teacher. | 
© Any other perſon? , _ 3 
A I: am not ſure whether Mr tr Atchiſon mas not one 0 5 


. 


nof the n name ao, 


* 5 DT N 


ö 3 Did ha. Send . Shove meetings i your houf:; b 
much about- the time that Watt, Downie, * 225 , 


rock and M*Ewan attended? 155 ee 
A. Yes. I have ſcen him twice or e there. . 
Q. After the diſperſion of the Britiſh Convetiori; does 


it come within your knowled ge, that the ſocieties df thix 


city, he lent MY to that Conventhns ey 0 


meet? j | . L647 ae 
A. 1 believe two ſocieties did. ee e, 
Wo were they? 125 
A. One on the ſouth ſide of the town, and 
my houſe; 
Q. Do you know a place called Symon O 
ſouth ſide of the toun? | 
A. Ves. It was there the ſociety met. * fi 
"Oo Was you ever preſent at any of their meetings ? 
A. Yes: As the ſociety Which met at wy koule gave ub! 
8 very few having come to it. 
Q. Did they continue to meet there, while we trill 
Gerrald, Skirvoing, and Margarot were pending? 5 5 
A. I cannot anſwer the queſtion put in that way. 8 
Q. From the time Skirving was tried, to the roth . 
March, when Gerrald was tried, did the ma 1 


* 


Society continue to meet? 3 4 


the, other at 


; 


bY 
＋ 


A. I cannot ſay. 1 

Q. Upon thoſe occaſions, when you were there, phat 
numbers met 1 

A. The room might bs fly; was 4 z ſmall room: phy. 

Q. What number might be there ? | 


A. I dare ſay, when very crowded, there might be pers 


haps, ſixty or ſeventy people. 15 | 
Do you know a perſon of the name of Hardy, in 
London? - 
A. I have wrote to bim.— don't know 6 1 Have 


wrote to him once. | 


* 


8 
82 


Rh 


Square, or on the 


by Wan? 5 


5 


. 1 . N it "ice be about th end of 2 year, or 
| begiuriing ane * 0 
Q. Pray, Sit) did Mr W ever e to e 
the beginning of this year, any package, OG or . i 
which he-defired you to circulate : $1: e Laps "8 
Non He never di- 4 | 
7 Q. Did you ever receive any letters or bepess 'of Ws de 
* FS 2 with the ſignature of Hardy to them: 
A. Yes. I recollect ſome printed letters, ſigned 1. Hardy. 
Q. What time of the year did you get theſe? ith 
A. I ſuppote about February, or March, or April 8 
Q How did you receive them, and from whom: 
A. II recollect properly I think 3 it was 5 Mr Stock gave 
them me. 
Q What did yo de with theſe letters? 
A. I fent ſome of them into the country, as the e letter 


Teng to indicate its purpoſe. 


4 


WM 


2. How many might there be ? 3 ado thts 


A. About half a dozen I fent in- — manner. e 

0 whom did you mand it Or oye and 1 oy 
aftually ſend then? 6 {1 

A. I tent them to the e SE, the different focietie 
of the friends of the people in the country??? 

2 Do you recollect any town or particular perſon in that 
town, to whom you ſent that letter? 75 
1 ſent one to Perth, one to Vailley, one to Srrchaven 
and I think one to. Dundee. FE: 

* © Do you. recolle to; what particular res you" ad- 
breed that letter to Perth? | 

A. I am not very certain: whether it was: to Sandilands or 
to Walter Miller at Perth. He. was fhewn the printed let- 

ters here and interrogated about the hand-writing on the in- 
ide of it, before he was _ about the direction on the 
back. . 

2 Whoſe hand-writing 2 is it ven 1 back ? x 

A. It is mine allo. | 


e an, a} 125 1 3 
"Os Do ”u believe that to o be o one e of ö — ived fron 

Stock? r 
A. I ſuppoſe L re te it aid che met e 
Q. Tou ay you ſent one to 1 do ITE reteſt who 


you ſent it to? f Re IG | 
A. I do not. DS E HOPES 1 7 e * 


Q- Do you recollect to Rs vote itto at Sennen 
A. To James Wilſon, I bin . 


Q. And you ſent it by Pay” Cree AER _ wo: 45,9052 
A. Yes, I ſuppoſe I diu N 
Q. Yow did not fend a n, hand with Us oy 

Az No." - ERIN 


Q. Do you  recolle to whom your addrefled 00646 Den- 
dee? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Do ie: enen 1 other towhs your? ; fee 0 . 


per to? 


A. I do not U retodoct at Ne 7 4 
Q. Do you know : a man of the name of Fe ae 
N N end; | | 


Qu Was he a ind of th that + Committee * 
A. I am not certain if he was. e Wn 
Q. Do you know, or did you ever hear in any conver- 
fation among the friends of the people, or thoſe: W be 
an intention of arming about that time? ogy 
No Ldid not. Ee fo 
Q. Had you any occaſion ever to ſee any agree" 
hands of the priſoner, or any e member of Ne e 


A. No, I did not. N 
Mr Anſtruther. We ſhall mw ak baer 3 another lei 
ter found e ee of W ee een * 


Croſs Examination. Gia py 
Ms Ehe 2 Have you not Laid Watt was abt a 


member of the r Conzention 8 i EY 
5 | Q. You 
2 75 1 
FE * R | 1 
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other at Simon ER. was "he a add of her ? - 
A. I dont know that he was. 
„. The Britiſh Convention vegan io 6 Oaaber I believe 1 
A. About November. | 
Q. When was it diſperſed ? Wa Þ- 
A. Tt was about the beginning of the laſt 8 3 
Q Do you know whether all their wen were in- | 


| ſerted regularly in the papers? | 
A. They did appear in the public papel. 


. Juſt ſo, and there was no other public intimation gen N 
of pc of the TOON of ys .of them q: 9 
if Latter read. . 1 hn 
INE. Fer.t.ow CrrizExs; 0 
© The Society in Strathaven relay your creole lefter 


s ſometime ago, reſpecting another Britiſh Convention to be 
* held in England, and finding it would be inconvenient for 


« them to ſend a delegate for themſelves alone, the cauſe 


| « being much ſuppreſſed here by proſecutions, which we are 


* ſubject:to from the petfy Sheriffs in our neighbourhood-— 
&.We have united ourſelves with the Societies in Kilmar- 


«.nock, Galſton, Newmilns, and Dervill; accordingty a 
© meeting of delegates from theſe ſocieties, and that in Stra- 
4 thaven was convened on the firſt current, when the mea- 
et ſures met with the fulleſt approbation, and a delegate 


cc pas elected for the general Convention, and a ſecret Com- 


_ © mittee appointed to conduct the buſineſs; you will there · 
ee fore forward your orders to us, When and where the 
* Convention is to meet with any other inſtruQtions or in- 


« formation you may judge neceſſary, we ſhall inſtruct our 


= delegate reſpecting the number and ſtrength of our ſocie- 


« ties, and are happy to fraternize with you in any Giog 15 


| 2 that {ed tend to promote the general good. Po \ 


We remain yours, 
5 1 NN Alxx. Mrecnszx See. Hot: 
„ «i 
; — -” 8 1 | hs 
1 1 13 
5 BEST 
* 45. . " a 5 


Tn the cauſe of 1 for the 1 180 | iet 5 40 bo | 
Dated Strathaven * TT FRO + e "xy Soo 
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Mr . We will read the other Pen to o which 
this was, the anſwer. 

Lord Advocate. It is the ſame 1 8 it, Lau- 
zun. It was found in the poſit ſſion of Hardy. ey CH 
Mr Erſkine. It is needleſs to read it. „ 

Here ee ci ireular letter was read, 


Mx LAUZUN Called. © 


. Bid you find a paper among Hardy's papery b 
Alexander Mitchell—of what date is it? I | 
| 4 No Sir, one Mr Guroall found it. 7 5 


Ma JAMES GURNALL deere. 


What are you? | : „ 

A. A King's meſſen ger. 1 

Q Look at thoſe two papers as before you; marked 
with your name, tell me where you got them ? 15 

A. 1 got this paper in Mr Hardy” $ houſe, e rs I Sa 

Q. Lock at the other. _ eee 

A. This I got there aloe. N „ 


ALEXANDER MITCHELL Sworn. 


M r dnfirather.. Q * Mitchell, is chat your tint write. } 
ing? . 
ALL could not poſitively fay Sir, Iam perfuaded i it's, x 
Q. Mr Mitchell, what buſineſs are ou wo re 
A. A manufacturer in Strathaven. e © wy 
| Q. What letter was it written in anſwer to? mage» 
A. It was written in answer! to a fiocular letter - received | 
N Was that a written or a printed tener? 2 Et 
A. It was a printed letter. | : 1 
Q. Look at that letter and op whether i it is s like i it? 74 3 
k * . als | 
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OS C 4286 1 Yee, HA 

A. Yes—L believe i it was fimilat, | 

* In anſwer to ſuch a letter as that you) wrote this letter? . 

Tea, Sir. 5 O 

Q. Do you recollect the, name of the perſon affixed te to 

. printed letter? 
A. It was Hardy. | 8 | 

EF © bo In conſequente of that letter, was there a meeting of 

the ſociety at Strathaven ? 1 . 
8 Yes +ACTE was, Sir. ; A 8 

0 Did you and the other ſocieties in n that neighbour. 
| hoot! chuſe a delegate. 

A. There was a general mecting held, and it was agrecd 
upon at that meeting to chuſe 2 delegate. 

Q. A delegate to what? 2 Ig 

A. To what was termed a Britiſh Conventioh.. 

In conſequence of that let er you chole a delegate to 
another Britiſh Convention, from the een in your neigh- 
| Lourhood ? ORE - 5 
- Mr Baron Nox row. I don't think the wink is 
bound to ſay any thing to criminate himſelf. 

Witneſs. © My Lord, I cannot conceive wherein the pre- 
ſent queſtion has any direct relation to the object of my evi- 
dence, but I appeal to the Adee of the Court whether 
1 ſhall anſwer or not. 

Lorp ParsweENT. You are we no danger at Ml, 5 you 


—$ 


/ 


\ 


have 9 as ſpeak the N | = you ought to do 


ſo. 


Q. Did you do any thing i in x conſequence of that: letter? 
Te, 1 did. - 
Q. You was ſecretary to the meeting, I think | 
OTE.” < 
. Q. You wrote that letter as Secretary 
A. Yes, Sir, directed to Mr T. Hardy, 8 No. 9 
Piccadilly, London, for the London correſponding Society. 
Direct to Alexander Mitchell, manufacturer, e 
county of Lanarkk. 

Mr Anſtrutber. From whom did you receive the pr rinted 
. . A. Ida 
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"A f a6 tot know, 3 it came by poſt, I Kippoſe, aud it was 
not properly directed to me, it came to another. I was not 
Secretary to the Society of Strathaven, but to the meeting 
off the ſocieties mentioned | in the letter. 


Ma LOCKHART, + Sworn. | Ns oe EE 
Q. What are you? 8 „ pt "8 OO 
A. The Depute Sheriff OO 2 ] 
<0 Had you ever any occaſion to ſearch the houſe of * 
Watt! | | | 85 
A. Ves. | 
Q. Upon what oecafion id you ſ-arch 8 honſe ? 
A. It was upon occaſion of ſearching for ſome goods of a 
| bankrupt, that they ſaid were ſecreted in Watt's houſe? =, 
What did you find there? 1 
A. I found a box of goods, and 7 found Tone pikes. its _ 
Q. Where are thoſe pikes? 
A. There are twelve I found upon the firſt ſearch. Re 
Q. Where did you find them? KO 93 
A. In a locked preſs in one of Mr Watt's rooms. — 
Q. Had Pork ever occaſion to mike another ſearch 1 in 
Watt's hou 1 1 
. . 55 
- Q Upon what occaſion ? _ - 44 ; RE 
A. I went down the ſame evening to ſee the winds Gt e 
cured, it was between twelve and one o Om. I I PIN 
a cloſet to be broke open. . 
Q After finding the firſt parcel, w what aid you do? 1 
A. I took it away with me, and carried it to the Sheriff, 
and ſhewed what I had found, and Ee was a wafrant for 
a ſurther ſearch, Rs 
Q. Upon that further ſearch, what did you ind ? f BY . 
A. Two halbert- headed things and more * pres. | 
0 Where did you find them? : 
A. In a cloſet upon the ſecond ſearch. i he 
een was about mid-night? e „ 
A. Between twelve and one.. 5 3 
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. | | | e 8 | . N iy ; 
ka . 8 1 : 7 K 13 * . 
AR WE n was it 1 onal fo | e 

| . the 15th of May. „„ £25 now 
. Did you try that pike ; and that ſtick ; vi . 
7 1 did before I came out of the + houſe... ED Es Op 
8 Q. What did you try it with? _ ug 
A. I found this one firſt, and tried chat on it. 
Q. Put it on now. | 
A. It is a ſmaller one that ſcrewed i into the 5 ood, the 
_ yes one went over it. 
. Shew that to the Gentlemen of the Jury, (a com- 
plete {mall halbert.) | 
- Shew them how it fits the large one with the balken 
head. pe 
3 It ſcrewed on in | the 855 manner as the ſeal! one 
did. „„ 
Q. (To Lockhart) Does the ſerew of that large one b. 
the ſcrew. of tha: other? e 
What! is that other thing £ N 
A. I fancy it is meant as a dagger. N 
Q So that it would fit 0 other Pike } ? e 
3 — f 
Q. You found theſe i in Mr Watt's Houſe ? EROS 
A. Yes, Sir, | — 
Q N here did you aer thoſe pikes to from) Mr Warr 
ou! NED 
A. Toth eSheriff Clerk's Office. | | 
. . Did you find any thing elſe there 1 27 ix 
A. There was a fount af types. „ 
2. A fount of types? N 5 


Witneſs, They were entire at the time. 
1 8 Were thoſe apes joy when | you fognd them 12 
"A. Yes, they were. 
0 How came they to bei in the ſtate they are? | 
X. I lifted them rather raſhly the other day, when ! 
went to exhibit them before the Grand Jury, and 84 
7751 broke down e 
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Lonb — | Are e n | 1 
A. 10 „ 
Mr Auſtrutber. What did TI" do with choſe 8 52 ; when „ a 
you found them? , _ — 4 
» A. They were lodged in the Shen? Clerk's Office, 5 1 
2 What was ne with thoſe e wen gs wars r 5 + 1" ; 
the Office ? ? 5 \ Fa . 
A. I was not vrefent at any wks done there with „ - 8 
Mr Auſtrutber. I will prove an impreſſſon taken of them 


55 


WILLIAM MIDDLETON, Sheriff's Officer, Sachs, 


Mr Anſtruther. Q. Had you ever any occaſion to ſearch 
the houſe of a parſon of the name of Orrock ? . 
A. Yes, I had in the evening of the 1 5th May laſt,” 1955 5 
Q. Under what warrant ? e 25 2 
A. Under the Sheriff's warrant: Robert Otok be is 1-2 
'a ſmith at Dean. Before 1 went to Orrock's, I ſearched +. 
Watt's houſes — © 5 Fo $7 „„ 3 
Q. What did you and 95 W . 


A. I found in a cloſet in the under ſtory of Wat houſe a | 
a dozen of ſpeits: ; wg e es 1 
Q. Was Lockhart with 1 St 9 Cem Et. 
A. Mr William Lockhart was with me. $i 9 
Q. What did you find there? | 
A. There were twelve ſpears found ih | Watt's a on Ne = 
the firſt ſearch, and upon the ſecond [Om four others | 5 —— 
found, , do. e ; . 
Are thoſe the inſtruments ; ec 2 5 _— 
A. Thoſe are the identical inſtruments, 5 Es DN 
« Q: Did you ever find any thing elſe i in Watts 8 onſet . : 3 1 
Ai. There were, in the preſence of the Sheriff and Lockh art. 
a ſet of types found. I feriouſly believe theſe are the fame; 
but they are not in the ſame fituation as- when found, they n 
have been accidentally broke down, they were ſet and entire 3 
when they were found. b 


Did you ſearch 1 houfe of Ortock on. the 1 on NN 
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. All halbert heads 8 8 ö 
5 A Thoſe are part of them, i in the nigheſt finiſhed ate. 
Gn = Shew them. that are in the finiſhed ſtate, and thats 
3 unfiniſhed ? wel, 
AP A. Here: are : thoſe | in the unkiuiſhed ſtate, and the others 


5 


—_  - 1 bt 1 1 

_— me cid at Orrock was baden and Lü 
dere were fifteen of theſe; theſe are the inttruments found 
w_ EY: : in the ſmiddy of Orrock. 5; De ERS | 
—_ 9 5 V 

—_ A . I thipk 33 anfiniſhed.. in this ſtate. 


more ſinithed. 
You found theſe in the houſe of Robert 1 2 
A. In the ſmiddy of Orrock. 
Not in the houſe? 
„ nggs ny nothing there bot ! in the ſmiddy. * ; 
Maas brought to the n Clerk's 0 Slong with thoſe 
= ©. articles. « 
„ * Had you ever occaſion to ſearch the houls of Walter | 
r 5 5 
3 r hens 
. In what part _ you find . the dag ek 


* 


=, : ny 
= „ the upper 8 were fans by the Sheriff. 
ZE | himſelf, on a ſhelf in a cloſet in the upper ſtory. I lodged 
| —_, the types in the Sheriff's office, and carried them from 


„ Watt's houſe to it. 
5 Mr Anſirutber. Thoſe Gans in Watt's were e found in 


the preſs—thoſe in Orrock's all in the acts ? 


A. Ves. 5 - | 
EG Were they in in a 1 place i in he addy? {IT 
. Pe, "Theſe two were rather in a concealed way under the 


aſhes upon the hearth in the ſmiddy, but the others were in 

A2 box in the back part of the ſmiddy, and did not ſcem to 
have any thing to cover or conceal them? _ 

Q. What became of thoſe types afier you carried So 

to the Sheriff Clerk's 00 % 


A. 
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office, and remained there ever ſince for any thirig-} know. - 
2. Was you ae when any Es nn of 
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JAMES WALKER Sworn. 


. Q. - What is your name? 1 8 
A. P Nalkert. ; 
Q. Did you ever ſee a fount of types in the ber 
Clerk's office? 
„ 
. When? | | e 
A. I think it was in May about the Es FS a time. 
after the 2oth or 23d May 1 think, I could not wy the e days 
but it was ſome time in May. | 
Q. What are you by profeſſion ? 
A. I am a writer in the Sheriff Clerk's office. 
| Q What became of that fount of type? 
A. I don't know what became of them. _ 
Q. Did you ſee any impreſſion taken off? 
A. Les, I ſaw a dozen impreſſions taken off. 33 
Q. In whoſe hands did you ſee; that fount of types: 
A. I faw it in the Sheriff's hands, and if I W ol 
carried it up to Campbell Denovan's NAS > ice. #8, 
Q. Whatdiftance is that? + 858 
A. Not far, it is juſt in the fine cl, e 5 5 
Q. Is it as far as to the window there? 

A. No, it is farther ; we firſt go up the Cloſe : a 5 
and then up a ſtair=caſe to the printing office. . 
Q. Did you ſee the n taken ah at that office y- 
A. Lew. $4: 

=_ Look at this? | 5 9 3 b 
A. Tes, I ſaw this one. W 
* Did ybu put your name tö ĩt 1 
BY 4 Ves. KEE 
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— Did you putt at that time? an ey Rs 
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Pr put it when my gte en was taken. 
2 KAre you ſure it is the paper Wy ſaw taken Sow "os 
A. Les, I am certain it is. 963 
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JAbtxs CLERK, Eſq. Sheri Depute, ) Sei, br 
Mr Anſtruther. Did you ever receive a fount of types in 
your office, Mr Clerk? 
A. I found a fount of types in Mr Watt's houſe upon 
the evening of the 1 5th of May. Mr Lockhart, the She- 
riff Clerk Depute, came with a pike to the office while I 


was there, which he ſaid he bad feund in Watt's houſe, 


upon which I granted a warrant to apprehend Mr Watt 
himſelf, and to ſearch his houſe, which was accordingly done 
and other pikes being found, were alſo brought to the of- 
fice, where Mr Watt was likewiſe brought for examination, 
After which the houſe was ordered to be ſecured till the 
next day; accordingly it was fo, and next Gay I went with 
Mr Lockhart, Middleton and Watt's maid, to inſpect his 
papers, and likewiſe to ſecure any thing elſe found in the 
houſe that might appear material. In the courſe of this 
ſearch, and in an upper cloſet, whether upon a thelf or on 


the floor I do not recollect, we found a fount of types 


ſet up for printing; finding this in a houſe that was not a 


printer's, led me to examine the fount of types, which I en- 
deavoured to read. I could read Dundee, r2th April at 


that time, and a line ſomething to this pur port: „ for that 
« purpoſe alone you are inlified, it was in words to that 
purport. 8 | 

Q. Theſe were in vil ls! ? „ 

A. Tes, I e read the {mall letters, F read the 
\ largo Jeers. 5 7 — | 

Q. State what you a did with the fads 3 

A. There was a multplicity of buſineſs going on, the 
fount and types were put im a place where Thad the key, 
and afterwards J ſent a lad, a young man that writes in tlie 
office, and a Mr Wiſhart to Campbell Denovan's printing 


8 in the 2 cloſe, and dene them to throw of 12 


5 COPIES 3 5 


1 they did k in . of a n while x a 
was there; and having returned the fount to me, I then 
locked up the types. and e were wy in ay e i 


„ 71 


till ſent to the Grand Jury. 1 5 


.Q.1 Did you give the Lad the wa of i exatty.i in the 


5 fame ſtate, in which you found it in Mr Watt's houſe? , 


A. Exactiy in the ſame ſtate, and there were twelve £0-_ 


pies raken from it, at that tune. 


cc 


2 70 


0. the rich, and to the poor, and no man can be compelled. 
| 2 155 8 . wo to 


$ 


Q. Is that one of the copies? read it Low: A SO : 


A. It is dated Dundee April 12th 1794. ,, 
Q. Js it in printing or in writiug gg 


A. It is in print. ; 
29 ie and brethren lp is with 4 tat 


that/your countrymen are informed, that ſuch is your at- 
tachment and love to them, and to your native country, 
that you. manfully and firmly reſolve not to-leave it upon 


any terms contrary to thoſe upon which you were at firſt 
engaged Tour countrymen love you, and their hearts 


would be as much wounded to part with you, as yours 
would be to be ſeparated from them; they well know 
that they are ſafe under the protection of their fathers, 
their ſons, their brothers in arms, and they neither with 
nor deſire any other defenders—they hope and believe W 
your heads are filled with the ſame ſentiments. 


The great maſs of the people from a you 
have been enliſted, have been repreſented to you, as 

your enemies believe not the aſſertion, they have been 

taught to conſider you as foes, but they do not fear ud 
ing friends amongſt their brethren. 

© Their cauſe and yours is the ſame They are e poor, but 


they have honeſt hearts; hearts which ſympathizein your 


cauſe ; they look for the ſame te and the Ta | 
ſympathy in vou. 
They Tejoice to hear, that vou are -becomilny day 


more convinced of the great truth, that the law ought to 
be the ſame to the Highlander, and to the Lowlander, to 


- 


1 


3 5 
1 *, On inclinations prompt him to do W. _ 
064 . This truth has been hitherto carefully une from 
Reta ct you, but it is not the leſs certain, the will of your laird 
10 : „ cannot without your own conſent, ſeparate you from 
] al „ your families and friends, although many of you may 
11 have experienced the exertions of fuch a power, however 
i . tc unjuſt, and however contrary to law. _ 
* Wwe reſpect and admire that principle which induces 
17 | * yu, (though neceſſity has compelled you to take up arms) 
% « {till to perſiſt in remaining to defend your friends at home, 
I 3 5 “ and not to quit a country which holds pledges ſo dear. 
— „ When you are gone, where is their defence? They 
_  . © may be either left withgpt protection, or may ſoon ſee 
1 / & their country over-run by foreign troops, ſuch as in time 
1 4 paſt have already ſhed the blood of your anceſtors with- 
Wits « out provocation, 'and withont remorſe ; and who would 
UF ' feel perhaps as little compunction in ſhedding yours. 
4 | 1 pared for every deed of horror, theſe foreign mer- 
1 I e cenaries may violate the chaſtity of your wives, your ſiſ- 
ms | c ters; and your daughters, and when deſire is fatiated, 
3 W © ernbhy may reſume its place in their hearts, as experi- 
i ; «© ence has too well and too fatally ſhewn, and friends, pa- 
FA « rents, children, brothers may be involved | in one com- 
= | % mon ſlaughter. - . 

/ 2 The cruel eos of e cannot you be- Ridge N 


« ten; are there not amongſt you, whoſe forefathers: periſſi- 
« ed there ? their hearts throbbing with kindneſs and hoſ- 
44 pitality were pierced with the daggers of their treacher- 
cus gueſts, and the feaſt, prepared by the hand of unſuſ- 
te pecting friendſhip, was. cloſed with a ſcene of blood; ſuch 
e is the return for kindneſs and hoſpitality, ſuch the pro- 
ce tection which your families have to expect! II 
1 O. -: How will they look around in vain for your protedng : 
= . care, when perhaps you are fighting at a diſtance in a 
=: i foreign land— But they hope you will not forſake them, 
—_ . ſtays * ſtay, and defend your mo and your friends. 
=_ „ | 305 For 


1 
— 2 —— 
— —— — 


— 
— 


8 == == — 
— 2 
— 7 
2 5 PY 


1 


— 


—. 1 —ͤwX.Ä 7˙ i re — 
= * 
. - 


— oy 
— 


b 7 gt 
n For. that 8 alone you were adidas 1 are 
ready to come E for * in d the 1 of you 
1 rig}; "S; | " ak | 
= Thouſands join. in | the fin . with you, and 
10 ardently wiſh for your continuance among them The 
* circumſtances which might require you to quit your 
80 country have not yet taken place No invaſion has yet 
« happened, you cannot be compelled to go—leave not 
« your country—aſlert » your independence. Your country- 
« men will look up to you as their protectors and guardi- 
« ans, and will in their turn life ad their arms to 28 
. and aſſiſt you.” = | 
e 8 April 1ath 126 


JAMES SOMMERVILLE Sworn. 


us Anſtruther. Q. What is Che name? : 
A. James Sommerville. 


D. What are you by profeſtion ? ? 


A Printer, 


'E Did you ever take off any 3 * a FRO 5 


of types at Campbell Denovan's printing. office? 
A. Fe 
Q. Are you an apprentice of his "BY $6 
A. Yes. | | | 
Lord Advocate. Did you ever take impreiions: FRED a. 
fount of types _ from the Seri Clerk s office ? 
A- Les - 
Q. Who brought it to you ? = KO - 
A. I went to the Sherift's office for it. i 
.Q Who did you get it from? £017 
A. From the Sheriff and ſome other er gentlemen 
Q. Is that one? h 
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A. Yes, we took Pers 
. bs that one of them? 
A es, 
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. Wa WATSON HY 


Lord a” Q.” Where do your rende? 
In Dalkeith, 
"gy 'Do you know the prifoncr at the bar?” 
A. Which is/he. e 
Q. That perſon chat! is anding up. Do you know that 
en: 5 

A. No, I cannot poſitively f yl know him. 

Q. Did you ever ſce him? 

A. Yes, I once faw him at his own houſe, a PR they | 


ealled Watt. 


Ri, Is that Oy perſon you 82 2 
A. I cannot fay, 1 could not ſay upon oy oath chat is | 


the perſon. 
Had you ever octaion to ſee a man of the name | of 


Watt? 


A. Ves. 

When and where did you ſee that + perſon "hx 
N * "Ir was at his own door. © 
Where is his own door? 

Why, it is in the north fide of the freet, 
Is it in Edinburgh? N F 
Les. 5 
Upon the N orth ſide of the Street ? 

8 | 

Do you know the North Brig: 2 

Yes. : 

Is it above or below che North Brid ge. | 
It was below the North 6 Bridges. Ee —_ 

Who ſent you there ? . 

Way, I went with Mr Downie, 

Who is Mr Dowme ? | 

He is a 1 and e in \ Edinburgh- 

O. b 
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7 8 In what part of e aid it Doe heals re- 5 
fide? c CT. 
A. I don't 3 but Ibaye hear rd 1 it ſaid | he te in ache. - 
Parliament Square. 5 c 2 
At what particular ti time was it vou went eee, 7 _— 
to the houſe of this Watt? > FS 0 
A. I could not remember the very {eh Mile 
Q. Was it a year ago? WA 
A. No, Sir, it was not a Fear ago. . ng 
Q Was i it fix months VVT 
A I don't femem ber. „ 9 
Q. Was! it in winter or ſummer? V J 
A. It was in ſummer, ſome. time in the begioning of jy I 
ſummer. — 
Had you occaſion to hear {out aſteb that time of =_ 
Wars and Downic being taken into cuſtody' 7 
A Fe. 
Q. How long before that time was it 7 | _ 
A. I cannot poſitively ſay. FF * 
Q. Was it a long time? eee ee | as 
A. I do not remember. en e,, On 
2 How long is it ance Watt and Dowiie x were ken do 
into cuſtodß ? 1 
6 1 don't know. © eee eee 


T it long after? FF 7 3 
2 Would it be a month ite? your: ce to wan ant 
| with Downie? . 
A. I cannot Polke ö i 
. You reſide — Ooooy ent og 
FE 7 he 
1 Do 8 remember : a fencible regiment _— at 
Dalkeith * : 2 
bh Yes. 3 : ; | . ; ” A, | | 3 
O. MI r no 
A. I could not poſitively ſay! the time AY „ 
4% Was it a Yeat ago?” 8 | — 


, IP CPE * i» 


= 3 PE 1490 ) 
—_  - WE. No, it was much abont that time. 


_ / 1 

irs 0 1 5 +; About the time the regiment of fencibles were in Dat 
9 1 Keith you went with Downie to. Watt's houſe ? | 
f A. Much about that time. 


. What regiment \ was that ? Do you know by whom Mm it 


155 vas commanded ? 

| i : 25 A. It was Lord an 8. 

100 Wyere did you meet with Downie before you went 
i into Watt's houſe ? 

_ A. Twas in the Lawn Market, and I faw bim go by 2 
165 es ſhop door where I then was and had heard of a paper. 

In ==. Q. Whole ſhop door? 


Az It was Mr Ritchie's. 
| Q. What paper was it you heard of ? 
A. A hand bill about the fencibles. 
Q. And Downie DO the ſhop door ? 


4 A. Yes, 8 ag 
bk. Q. What did you toy. to Dawnie ? 
OI A. I heard of the hand bill, and I wi curious to fee. 


it, went and aſked Downie if he could 88 my curiofity | 
and ſhew me one. | 
. M; Dbe witneſs ſays, being i in the ſhop of one Ritchie in 
the Lawn Market, about the time of Lord Hopetoun's fen- 
cibles being at Dalkeith, he obſerved Downie: paſs the ſhop, 
and; went to him in order that he might 1 his N 4 


. 
Pp But Downie ſaid he could not then! > 
__ = Yes, but he poſſi y might if I would follow him. 


Did Downie and you go to any place and where? 
Fa Yes, he faid he was going down the ftreet, and if 1 


85 hes : would Ego down with him he might pally get it, 
OY 9 Where did he go with you? 
: He went to che place which 5 called Mr Watt's 


: a 1 : 
=— Q. Now, Sir, when you went to this man's houſe, of | 
3 the name of Watt, did-you ſee that man? 

ar: * . I faw him, Mr Downie went . 1 followed 


e 5 142 . 8 „„ 
| him; it was. juſt i in che entry; ae Watt knew = 195 4 
ther I got it or no, I don't know. Me Downie came 8 Os 2 


__ 


in a few minutes. 
Q. Did you ſee this Watt at that hodſe? 
A. LW, # ſaw a man they called Mr. Watt. | 
* Then, upon the great oath you have taken, ſay whes | 
ther that is the man vou . and J deſire you's to iv an 
annere, 5 | 5 8 15 I 
Wy Upon the great oath I'have taken, I could not poſi OM 
tively ſay. it might. de the n 5 5 E 
* Is it like him ? 3 25 W COT Bl ; — 
A. I could not remember the features of the” man. 


z 


What did you do after this, Downie and you? „ 
4 Mr Downie came down the South Bridge. ih 
.Was you preſent when MrDownie 58 any queſtions — 
to this Mr Watt? * 


A. I don't recolled what they . aſked about the ; 
news of the day—or whether he-aſked Watt W he could 
get them, I cannot ſay. _ 

Q. Did you hear any abe between Watt and. aw 
nie about the band bili? whether he alked Watt if he could 
| furniſh him or not with one? 

A. I don't know Mr Watt went in [a 8 K 
ed him, when I went in Mr Downie aid he e not bet 
thom there. 

Q. I aſk you, did you i in this * es of time 1 
you was with Downie, hear that man Watt open * CN or 
not? 

A. I dure ſay he opened bis vpe 

Q. You dare fy di he or ad he not? 1 

A. Yes—T believe he did. wy „„ 

Then I aſk what was the purport of what be id | 
did it relate to that hand = the OS of your viſit to Mr 
Watt? 

A. Mr Downie was coming away and he aſked Watt how 
he did, and then * N 2 me to come 0 with 
him. 
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you to a place where you would be ſatisfied; what anſwer 
did Watt make to your queſtion, or did he ſay any thing 

more after that preliminary quettion was put by Downie ? 
| cular notice. 


there any more ichportant queſtion put by Downie,—after 


ther he could ſatisfy your curiofity? 2 


Watt? 


hearing, as to the place where the hand bill * be got, 
which you was in ſearch of ® 


. You went Tay b man's Bos to whom you „ 
ſtranger, for the purpoſe of petting a hand. bill relative to 
the Fencibles along with Downie, who faid he would carry 


A. As it was a trivial * J did not tate any 1 
It is a trivial een Lad before I ifk you, was 


Downie aſked him how he did ?—did he not 18 * whe- 
A. I do not underſtand you. | 
LorD PRESIDENT. Lord Advocate, you had waa, g0 0 on. 
After you heard Downie aſk this man Watt how he 

did, did e 1755 ox 8 more e e to Mr 


the - No do not think he R 
2 Did he put any queſtion at all to Mr Watt further ? 
A. No-I do not recollect that he did * any. 
Q. Did he leave him directiy? oa 1 
A. He came along with me, he was a little before me. 
Lond PRTSsDENT. Did 4 alk : Downie if he had got the 
hand bill from Watt? | | 


A. Yes—and he ſaid, he had not. | * 
. That was the import of y your converſation 7 
e N 


Q. Was there any direction given to Downie in your 


A. I did not hear any 475 elle, but Downie aiked him 
how he did. N 
Fou came out with Downie? 3 
„„ TE 
bete did you go A 
A. We went to a thop ypor t the Soul Pritgeb pelonging 


A { 
* . . 
4 \ I \ a . - 
2 25 - 
: 4 * 2 
1 


to . or in the management A Pies beben on 8 1 
the ſhop door. VVV 5 


. Da yon know Kennedy ?: 

A. I never faw him before. 5 BBB Po fi 24 

Q_ What converſation. pales between you and Downie, | 
and Kenney ED 

A. Downie went into the back 1 1 vent in and Ny 
Kennedy gave me Foe of theſe things. 

Q. Pray, was you a member of theſe clubs at Dalkeith ? 


A. Yes; FT Was. 


Mr An 0 Q. Yop went 8 Mr Watt's to Ren- b 
nedy s, and Mr Las, gave you a parcel? — 3 
A. Tes. „ — 


Q. How did he give Nee e N 
A. He threw it down upon the floor and ſaid, EM | 
better take it up and ſay you found it, for 5 2 evil 
ſhould acrue to any body from it. 5 

Q Now what was in that parcel > 1 5 | 

A. Why a kind of addreſs to the fencibles not to > go ont e 
of the country. pk f 

Q What did you do with it ? Es 

A. I gave it to ſeveral of my friends round me. 


1 3 aroſe to his bring aſked ſuch quettion, as might 
criminate himfelf.) 


11 . He need not anſwer any that may cri-' | 
minate himſelf ; did you give them to a * of the name 
of Sommervile ? | " BY 

A. No, Sir. : 1 8 
Q. Did you give them to a z perſon of the name of John . be 
ſon ? © | 8 A 

_ Mr RR it to be of all 4 be idleſt 2 N 
moſt ſuperfluous, to recognize as a principle af law that a wit- Sh 
nels is not to anſwer a queſtion that might criminate him- 
ſelf, without at the ſame time, warning him what might or 
not be a queſtion, where the aufwer might criminate him- 
lf. 


* 


y 5 1 wr. * 


1 555 _ 144 1 

Mr Anfiruther.. Moſt unqueſtionably the witneſs 7 not 
uit to anſwer a queſtion to eriminate himſelf, and he is 
to Judge for himſelf whether it does or not, and chen he 
may anſwer if he pleaſes. eu. 

VV, Erſkine. In the caſe of Lord George Gordon a per- 
ſon was brought as a witneſs, and the queſtion was put to 
him whether he was a Roman Catholic, and there was no ob- 
jection to it from the perſon himſelf; but Lord Kenyon and Mr 
Erſkine objected to the queſtion, upon this ground that if 
Mr Hay anſwered it, he would ſubject himſelf to penalties. 

Me Anfiruther. Mr Erſkine forgets the queſtion came 
from Lord George's Counſel, whether the perſon was a 
Roman Catholic or not; the witneſs aſked whether he was 

| bound to anſwer the queſtion, the Court told him if the 

. anſwer would ſubject him to penalties, he need not anſwer, 

Mr Erſkine. I care not from whom the queſtion came z 
| becauſe whether from the Crown or the priſoner, the prin- 
ciple is juſt the ſame. 

Loxp PresIDerT. I with to know whether the ; Ad- 

oa vocate means to proſecute this witneſs. 

Cord Aduocate. With the exception of Downie and Stock, 
the perſons whom your Lordthips know bills of indictment 
are found againſt; I don't mean to bring any e 
againſt other perſons upon this account. 

Mr Erſtine. My Lords, another Lord Advocate may be 
appointed to-morrow, and I ſhould be glad to know whether 
another Lord Advocate, notwithſtanding what the honour- 
able gentleman has now ſaid, would not be competent to proſe- 
cute any perſon he thought proper; Lord Chief Juſtice 
Jefferies prohibited a que ſtion of the ſame ſort, becauſe j it 
would ſubject the wit neſs to penalries. 3 

Vr Anſtrutber. It is impoſlible that it can be a rule of 
law, that a witneſs is prohibited from anſwering ſuch queſ- 
tions; that - would be to prevent an accomplice from giving | 
evidence in any caſe ; he Is at liberty to give: his evidence if 
he NG. 5 


Me Dun 
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not give anPanſiver that may criminate bimſelf. N 7 * „ 
I, Nane Rails Hay aer ne deren, babe +1. _ 
ugh to be informed lie need not anſwer it unleſs Ag pithls 
10 criminate himfelilf. 5b way bib ac — ä 
Mr Anfrutber. Q Nr Warft, 2 liave 40" d st 

you e Höf bound to" ànſwer Afiy "queſtion tliat Cf üdtes 
e you ve told tne your ges of Malt pipe to "5 

Ka pn the name of Johnfton? We in i "= 
A; Tes. „ een en da! b "OE alu 1A E r 5 | | 4 

' 'Q! Mow /ainſwrer we, whether” M# Witt ever "told you} oer Þ 
told Downie, in your Keating, whether you would get 
theſe papers, where they were to be found; or whether he -Y 
told Mr Downie : =_ mug about 9 Pope in * G 5 A 


ing ? 3 


A. No. I dort 
But you went from Watt's houſe to bee . N 


there what paſed N 0 15 7 : 4 


4 2 
>» f ©. * 
A. Les. F a - . 2 ; ; 


Ferro pat hn? 6 ma wy o 2 2 
. Now, Was there any orlier 3 Doe vo Lood's: 1, 4. 
Committee, called a Commitiee of Ways and WR, 
Az No. 6 „ a 1 
Was you a membei of the Convention? WD EE 
A. Yes, I was. © ae 1098S: * < + | 
Q. Was you 2 ſecretary to the Friends of the Pe 


Dees.” eee 
Ln 1 Was ry once. $35! "ns Fg nal, Ke 


+ 


$1 6am tare. wage pe?» ol 


1 vu JOuKoTON Sp ts: ann |". Io 
Mr Aue 125 vou! know a perſon of 8 


2 r S.7 AK 
of William Watſon?” , 11 e e e 
A. Tes. o > 4 : 7: "oF 194 R 3344S get if A* 


£5 


b hehe Sin that vr bereit gb FF 
+ 3 88 L FEE \ EA Ry 9 £0130:2200663 dad - 5 N 5 E 
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Wust did you do with it? 

Ie it to James Sandilands. | 
0 you reme ember what it related to in general}. 
. 1 think it ann Addreſs to nen bone 
„ eee | 5 

At what e thus en 1 

A. J cannot tell the time; iz was probably ln the S 
gl the peer; 1 cannot recollect the time. | 

Q. Was it about 5 time that Lord. 
cites were xt Dalkeith? oy chews 

A. Yes. I dare fay it was. 

Tenn, har he paper ay hr 

* redo 


| JAMES SANDILANDS Sworn, | 


„po you know a perſon. of the. name. of Wiler 
Johnlion? | 1 5 
A. Tes, Sir, Ido. 
bid you ſee him in the other com) 
A. Fes, Sir, I did. 
Q. Did you ever at afp time receive any printed paper 
{my bj? - | 
2 Yes, I dd. 
When; | 
A I don't perfeRtly recallect the time 
. About what time wag it? 
A. Abaut the month of April or May. 
1 it af the time the Vencibles went through Dal 
=» It was about that time. 
Q. Whay ſort of a paper was it? 1 ay 9 72 
K. I dan't know, {ee od the piers wo had 
ben canrrfation about . 
CY What 
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A One Wiltiiin — me H a 
look at it; I gave it to Serjeant Hafdy. 
C. You wor k fm the hand of Ichaden f. 
A. Yi © Nor 154 4 243 
. And you put it into the hand of 
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Did you ever receive from him any printed paper? 
A I „ | (> EA 5 
What was it about? ET Es I . 
A. . ' the Fencibler 1% 
going! outofr Scoring; zn hoe oigt IHE, oc | 5 


. What regiment 4s you belong to? B a3 E- | M * 3 . A 
A. The Earl of Hopetoun's © = 
mp You me u Be heut in it:: Poon 


: . About what tics wis it?: Th I 
A. About the roth of May. 1 1 
Q. Was your regiment in Dalkeith about That time? e 
A. Only part of the regiment were through it. 8 

Q. How long were you at Dalkeith? ? | | 
A. Three days. BI anne e 


„What day of the week do you & was it? 1 

| A. fr was on Saturday I got the paper, | bs * rs | CONE, 

Q. Was it in Dalkeith you got the paper 2... „ SETS” 

A. It was on the ſtrect in Dalkeith.) n ee 

Q Where was the regiment gray ot that me” — 
A. It was going to Liverpool. e ag - 4 "x 
2. Did che regiment go to Li eee e _+ 2 

; , i F Wo 


9 . — 

c 
N N (8. $47 , MAY 

e * . T7098 e 4 
n 


2 2 2 
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part went to Lyerpool. dos at ie WIN 
1D dhe pap you · unt wich g 10 Liverpool7.c} | 
A. No. To Whitehaven: — a went to Whitehaven 
two hundred%ackiverpodl, ! Dt vals nos? t bin 00 T- a (3 
ls that the paper? Took at it. 
Ad Tes: The very paper: S127 bn n zug nos K AI 
8 Do Tous recolloct what denen ben eee. time 
this tines £5 | Feste Þ x 8997 

A. This 3 3 to me, 1 me 
look at that paper; I aſked him where he got ir. He told 
me; but I do not rerollect [the nianis name I aſked him, 
if he had any thing to do concerning that paper, or the peo- 
ple Tthiats put ix out; he ſaid moz-he- had, ho] N 208%;aha 
meetings in towns, but he never attended 1 2 44 8 

dle gave you that paper ws wor 149 

js 2 5 : 

Mr Anfiruther:—Gemlemen, it is the For CI: os 
bas been read to you, which: anſwere, verbatim, to the copy 
taken off the types, and the W ee ee 4 
dy received from Witſon, Ufa wy 0 

Q. (To Hardy,) Do you ane avy other ing dil 
buted in your regiment Boi > Lai BE 20665052 8 n 

A. oo.” Tin never ſaw [FA Wn but this L received 7 
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. Pray , har I is your 8 


K x + 4 


A. 1 Was rcd weaver. . = 3 1 5 | 
2. Where do vou NN «+. "+ 


— $4 
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- 
wY 


7 
* 
= 2m yn > i Oe args” 


"x $ 


A. At the Water of Pars. 0 1-H 
Q. Do you know if there is ora or Gs Pills of 
the People 2th Yiter bf Lech r. 1 12 5 — r 
A. Vas. 0 85 5 . N. 2 Sans boa En actor ogy 21 2 
Was you a membe1 of that ſoc 97 abr li: 
2 1 e 9 4 5 K. Tes. 


G Dogon know that they ps . . 


Wy Yes. r e e 0 e 5 


Britiſh Convention? e 
A. Ves, They ſent 8 4 l e #2 5 
n „ no 5 Et HEB 
A. Les, E WW we "> 
. Did yon attend the Convention reutarly 7 "oh . . i 
1 ves. 1 | | ee A* 
Q. Did you tend them when they ere diſperſed © 
; As Fes. 2 41 19 $17 e It 
At e 1 * 8 


A At the end e e of December, 
. After this diſperſion happened by the Civil Magiftrito,.. 
did the Water of Leith 5 continue to aſſemble a> be 


fore? *** 1 3 (N00 Ba. pen ME: & "IF 7 8 
A. Not achat, . eee A 2%. 


1 e or Goal | 

Q Do you nale 5 eie aſſembled bere 7 , 

A. I never went to any of them but that which 1 belongs, ; 
ed to, I was elected by them to a Committee. Pi LS 


What was the Committee called 7x 
A. A Committee of Union, by a . what is. 
was formerly, I don't know. | wy 
Lou was a * from the Society? 3 
1 Fi 


Q. Where did it meet, that Committee of Union? 
A. At George Roſs's. iy. 
. What might be the aumber of the Commitice of A . 


nion? „ ie 8 5a RY % 


A. I dend know. Tot Oey 2 e * _ * 7 
2 Might en 8 XIE 7 


_ A. I ſuppoſe it might be more than. that, - OO. 
Nad they many meetings, this Committee of Union 
A. They had frequent meetings. 
Did they form n ene of wertes! 
Bat 8 . 
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1 2 Sandee was called 4 — 


= - - 'Q. Had it any other name IEG 
| T A. It was afrer that called”: a Cone of Wage 1 
we they choſ by che Committee 80 Union, from 
their member? as Barats”. 
. 
Q. Was you one &f the cke 01 1 ? 
A. T was a member of the Commurays but i was called 


* a gub- committee. 

Feet ae On Snob weren, 
Means? e 
J „„ wet ti 


Q. Wbat did you Arnd to be the evject or parpoſ 
ef this Committee of Ways and means ? 
os A. The objed I underftood was, two or three Wetken be- 
1 fore, that there was a letter read to that Committee, inti- 
=. - mating that a letter had been received from Mr Skirving, 
wherein it appeared that the Convention oed him a ſum of 
| money, and hoped they would pay him, as he "wr UG. to 
= leave the land. 
—_ 'Q: How muy al the members of that Committr com 
4 aſt of? 
5 A It conſiſted Sen 
„ eee 5 
wa "ey Who elſe ? . __ 
A. Mr Aitchiſon, Mr Stock, Mr Burke. 
Q. Was Bonthorne? | 8 
A. Mr Bonthorne and myſelf. 
5 | Q. Was Downie a member of it? 
A. Les, David Downle. | 
Q& Had you many W b of this. =o 
A "Yeu 1 were FRY endings” 


"ab. 
2. Where was it beh. hg (you hn — 
ing? | | | ä * 
A. 1-wits mung; arp SAL. al 141. >». * 
Q: What buſineſs 6 
A. No buſineſs paſſed that nighe, br Je bought by | 
Alexander -Auchiſon; „ + 


©, No you yell why it was d! 1 l 
R Tan pothtng ce happened is fot mein 
A. No, 0 

Q Ahovt : what time was 17 : 5 e 
A. About the tenth of Manch. of © 

. At which no material buſineſs was cranfuted? 

A. No, no farther than I mentioned. — 

Was you at em WO the Committee of | 
Ways and Mcans? 7? | 5 

A. Tes. 1 2 

Q. . 8 

A. I think there was Mr Burke, Mr Bro M. Wat, 
and Nownie, Mr Ronthorpe * ta. e 

Q. Was Aitcheſon there? | „ 

A, No, he was not. 

Joxr. Repeat the names of che Cena was Watt 
at the + ee i | V 

A, Yes, | 
Qi. Now, at this 8 Meeting of — 1 of 

Ways and Means, at which you was preſent, and Watt was 
preſent, was there any n or N laid n * 
Committee by Watt ? 5 
A. Not that night, chan was. racking done that nighty 
the {ccond night, but n veate of ge __ 
Gerrald, 

2. Then, who were wicking = 24 the ehird main 7 yell 
firſt who were preſent at that third meeting? ” 
þ Sh At the third mectings there were Me Wan Mr Dow 


* The 
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ee Ee ns EE eons 
's 19 — 2 2 9 Ny ws 2 | 2 5 PRES | * - * : * . f 
* 8 oh : s Fe 1 " * 1 * {x 
\ 8 1 F N * 
* : F i 
- , F 
— 2 
| en e- —_— dif 2699-9291 wr ry 
. Whether at this meeting was 1 propos 4 


wr Watt or any plan laid befor&it by himnmnm  4 
ARM Lords, as far as L can recollect, Mr Watt. pro- 
Auced a paper that night, which contained a plan to ſeize 
* the Lord Juſtice Clerk, the reſt bf the Lords of (Beſſibn, 
and the Lord Provoſt; alſo, to have a number of men placed 
Y at theWeigh-nouſe, and a numper at the Lucken=booths ; 

| do put a fire at the Exciſe Office, to draw the military from 
bdbdzhe Caſtle, and when they came down, thoſe placed af the 
Weigh-houſe, with the others af the 'Lacken-bootks, were 
to encloſe them at the tame time numbers were to ſeize the 
different Banks of this town, and to . 26 W 


to go and demand the caſh of them. 
* „ I ſuppoſe, you « have heard what he 
ns 


Jury, Q Do you ſay this ACE was made by wen ? 
A. Fthigkit was in writing. 


Q. Did Watt ake i an of bis pegel; 

"A. Yeu, he did-. . -. © $29 ve 
. n Fe * oft 0 
1 a Tes, heide . 


. he make any e as went 4 2 
"IS F If I recollect rights he ſeemed to bers or thipge 
Ry . ee $514 
1 d. Tou mention you veret fla rain perſons, men 
1 2 Gon them over again? 055 
8 A. It was the Lord juſtice· Clerk, the reſto the Lords 
bl Seffion, and then the Lord Provoſt. * 
N do with chin? 


A. That I cannot remember. 8 loi. 
15 Q Only that they were to be Oy "© AL £ 2 
A. That was the expreſſion. 5-38. 5 / nai] 


Was chere any thing mentioned FRY bie the Caſfle? 
A. No, I don't denke * * Tian 
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5 t 183 1 _ 
Q. At what time was it propoſed, it ſhould de . + 
was it to be done at night or day, or when, or how ſoon | _ _ | 
A. There was no day mentioned. Seng 8 
Q. Pray was it mentioned in the plan who was to have 
the qirection of theſe people, who 1 were to get the better of 
the military i in this way? 8 
As No, I don” t remember. | 1 
XL Was it mentioned there were to be leaders appoint= 
ed? = 
A. Upon my word I cannot remember that. 7 
Q. You don't remember whether it was mentioned to 
be executed in the day time or night? | 
A. I cannot fay as to that, but I rather ſuppoſeit it was to , 
be in the night time. p 
You mentioned they were to take emen of of the 
bend! 1 Tg 
A. The different banks. 
Was there any thing mentioned of ks commiſ- 
18 to take an account of the caſh ) | \ 
A. Yes, to demand the caſh ; I think it was ſufficiently 
mentioned in the papers to demand the caſh. 
Q. After they had got poſſeſſion in this way, what were 
they to do next? 
A. I cannot ſay any thing farther. I adi f 
any more particulars i in that paper. 4 | 
After the plan was read over, what became of it? 
did Watt deliver it to any body or put it back? : 
A. If I recollect right he put it into a preſs. 
Q. Did you ever ſee that written 5 again after the 


time you mentioned? | | 
A. No, never after. | h 


Q. Did you ſee any writing that had ” connedtion with 
it afterwards? | A 0 
. No. on | 
Did Watt ever * you a copy OY an \ ce her 
all vgs were ſeized in that way, or a proclamation 7 
A. No, * did not, but he read a paper of that kind. 


„ n 


| 15 157 22 
1 was that? EL 
"a It was a Committee night. 
. You cannot be ſure any body 1 was there but Downie ? „ 
1 A. 1 think Downie was there. os 
"0: 3 was this meeting ? 
X. Tt was a Committee night in Mr Watt's own 1 houſe, 
Q. You are not ſure whether Mr Wat ſhewed you the 
. or only read it? 
T am fure E heard it read. 
Will vou tell us what was the fabſiatice of the paper ? 
K As far as I can remember the ſubſtance run thus: 
it was a copy of proclamation to all farmers and dealers in 
corn, meal and bay, not to remove the fame from their ha- 
Bitation under the pain of death; and alſo for all gentlemen 
reſiding in the country not to leave their Dabitation above 
| three miles under pain of death. | 
And when was it to be dene? 
$7 A According as I remember, it was to de done imme 
diately after the attac. 
Q Do you remember in whofe name this proclamation 
run? by what authority or what perſon was to fign it? 
A. No, I heard of no perſon that was to ſign it. 
©. Now, at the time when this plan was the ſubject of 
converſation, or read in the Commiitee, was any 2 faid 
about arming the Committee ? A 
a. Me. 
Q. Was any thing faid about addrefſing the King: 2. 
A. I 0 there was Upon the " {EE fide. 1 cannot be . 
| five, p - 
. [What was the nature of the addreſs to the King ? 
A. The nature of the addreſs to the King was thus: to 
diſmiſs his Miniſters, to put an end'to the preſent war, or 
to meet bad conſequences, or expect bad conſequences. 
Jokxr. The witneſs fays he heard nothing about arming, 
we have not heard' how they were to attack the ſoldiers, 
| — A Was there w_ | ome made about he arms to be 
uſed? [ 


Re Ned r = 7. * 
A. No. EI RL Sik 1 


Q. At any other time had you . with Wat - 


: F 


about procuring arms, or did he take any means? 


A. I never knew that he did, or that it was in conver- 


ſation till he afked me to go to Robert Orrock, A {math 1 in 
the Dean. : 
Q.' What was the 3 


y 0 bh. 
FF. % 


A. He did not mention the purpoſe to me, 1 went with a 


nim, as he aſked me the favour to go with him. Bd, 

Q. What converſation had he with hmm 

A. He wiſhed him to make ſome pikes, and Robert 
Orrock drew a model of a pike upon the table; and Mr 
Watt aſked bim to work as faſt as he could, for he had 300 
to ſend to Perth, beſides what he wanted to diſtribute about 
Edinburgh, and ordered Orrock to be buſy, and as faſt as he 
brought them in he ſhould have the money 

Q. What did he ſay? 3 

A. He ſaid he had 4000 to ſend to Perth, beſides what 
he had to diſtribute about Edinburgh. 


Q. Was it Orrock that drew the * of the ils or 


Watt? | 3 
fy 180 7 8 


<Q Was you ever back at Orrock's houſe again except. | 


that time ? 

A. No. 
Q. Do you know any thing of Orrock nba the pikes? 
A. I heard him get the Order, I never faw him working 


at one of them, only one day I was going up to the Dean, 
and we had ſome other buſineſs with him, a man and we 

were ſtanding at the door of the frmiddy, I ſaw a man work- 
ing at a thing ſimilar to this, and Lord Swinton's ſervant 


| aſked the lad what it was, what was the uſe of it, * * 
| told him it was to put on a gate. 


Q. Did you ever ſee __ of them. upon any other oo X Sh 


\ 


Hon than this? 5 - 


— r— . . — 


Q. 
A. 
2. 
A. Yes. 
Q 
A. 
2. 


; ex Did you ever ſee wk Pie in Watt reer 


5 1 A. Ves. 


Are you 3 with John Fairley ? 
No, I am not acquainted with him. 
Did you ever ſee An ? 


ON” „%% Le 


Ves. g 5 
Did you ever bee him in pour Committee of Way | 
and Means? 
A. Yes. 


Q What did you underſtand to be the buſineſs ? 
A. What I underſtood was be had been ſent to the weſt 
country. before I faw him, I underſtood that. he had been 


ſent to the weſt, but what his orders were to the weſt 1 do 


not kno q. 
Q. Had you any realm to know it ? 2 
A. Not till I heard himſelf. 
Q That was upon his return 3 
IO. 
M r Anflruther. Q. Was Watt preſent ? 3 
op Tes. 
Q. When he (Farley) returned from the weſt, and made 
his report to the Committee of Ways and Means, what did 


he ſay? 


A. I can give you but a very ſmall detail—he aid he 


Had been to viſit a vaſt number of places, Mr Watt took a 


note of them down upon paper, I think of the places; there 
was Queens ferry, Falkirk, Kilſyth, Stirling, St Ninians, 


| Kirkintulloch, Campſie, Glaſgow, Paiſley. 


Q. Was there any thing particular mentioned with re- 


ſpect to Paiſley or the others? 


A. He ſaid that Paiſley was in a ſtate of great l | 
Q. Did he ene thing about any other place 2 
A. Moc. 

Q. What did you underſtand by their being in readineſs? | 
A. TI cannot tell what his orders were, I did not know 


| what * were. DONE | 5 
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. Abe, Qs Did you erer e con- 
verſation about armipgg ?; e ee Os 
A. No. I don't recen es V. e 5 
Q. You diſapproved „„ 
A. Yes, I did. I ſaid when that paper was firſt ren 2 
by no means agreed to anything tending todiſturb the peace, 
or tending to ſhed the blood of my cotintrymen. 
Jury. Q Did you think ſomething akt nature vas 
propoſed ? |, 
A. The paper that he had read | in my 3 led me to 
think ſo, in my weak opinion. 
. Mr Anſlryther.. Q. What bully was it the Commis 
2 of Ways and Means met upon the night Nr Watt propoſe 9 
ed this —_— | 
A. They met upon no 1 Fadreh n firſt that 
Sub- Committee was appoidted they were * meet every 
Tueſday night. 
Q. Did not they do ſomething that night, that he read. 
that paper ? | 0 
A. O aye... 5 


2. Did he not write ſome letter? p- 
A. I do'ntrecolleftit. 5 


Q. Do you remember ſeeing any printed letter Ggned by 
Hardy in the Committee ? 
A. No. 
Q. Then you do'nt know the anſwer to it? did you ever 
ſee a printed letter in the Committee of Ways and Means 5 
A. Yes I ſaw it in the Committee, 1 heard it read in 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Q. Was Mr Watt preſent ? 
A. He was preſent when the anf ver wa wrote. 5 X 
Who wrote it? . 
A. He wrote it perfectly bimſelf, and after he wrote it, 
he ſaid he would read it over again, and he would correct 
it, and I never faw it more; I have never ſeen it fince—T 
think it is very ſimilar to what I ſaw beformee. 
* Have FP heard of any ſet of 2 — collectors? 
ES, I | 


„ 


K 1 


A. Ident know whit they were to 4 Tenne gi 
any poſitive anſwer. | 
Q. Where did you hear it? 
A. It was in the Committee of Union. 15 
Ton Advocate. Q. Was Watt . when you heard . 


| thoſe perſons called collectors PET 5 


A I cannot ſay. 
QQ Do you know. of any money that was collected W the 


Committee of Ways and Means? 


"A. Yes, the ſociety of the Water of Leith gave me 165 


to pay into the Committee, for they were of opinion with 


me, as I ſaid before, it was to go for the benefit of Mrs Skir- 


ving under the direction of that Committee, I recollect none 
but that and a bill of 151. they received from Perth. 


Q. For what purpoſe was that money ? | 4 


„A. I ſuppoſe this Committee were to look into the cir. 


cumſtances of Mrs Skirving, and give her the Kt as they 


| chougbt prudent. 


Q. Did you ever ce 2 printed paper called Fundamental 
Principles? a 5 1 
A. Yes. ö £3 
Q. Was that the principles of your ali? ? 
A. The Committee, I never ſaw them take it 12 55 
Q Was it produced i in the Committee ? 
Mo Yeh. 
Q. By whom? 
A. It was produced by Mr Watt. 
Q. It was produced by Mr ore; in the Committe, you 
then being preſent ? ? | 50 
A. ö 
Nov is that the paper? EF „ 
A. That is the very PR T have ſeen there produced by 


Mr Watt. 
Here he Was ſheyn the papers entitled Fundamental pro- 
; N <iples.) x6 . 


© 
* 
* 
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3 Ma. BONTHORNE _— 
Mr n 0 What 3 are you? . MT 
A. A teacher. + os | 7 
Q. Now take your c own time believpy you was a member, 
of ſome Committee of the Friends of the e in the begin 
ning of this year? 
A. I was. 
1 believe you thought it ws to come to a reſolution. 


to withdraw yourſelf. from. that Committee ? 
A. Yes. ** 


+ 


Q. About what time was it you formed chat refolgtion 5 


to withdraw yourſelf? 
A. Perhaps about (I cannot poſitively fay, but perhaps a- 
bout) the 17th of April. 3 
Q. I don't want you to be particular as to a day—was Mr 
Watt a member of that Committee? 
A. Which Committee? Ye? 8 


Q. That Committee you determined to > withdraw pour X 


ſelf from? 

A. He was. 

9 What was the name of that Committee? p 
A. The Sub- Committe. | 

Q. Had it any other name? 2 5 


A. Not that 1 know of, 1 underſiood it had 88 | 


name, but I did not hear ir. 
Q. What was the other name? 
A. I have heard it ſince I was in confinement, it was en- 
1 the Committee of Ways and Means. 


1 Have you ever heard of a a Committee of Union 2 
A. Ves. 


Q. Who choſe the e . 

A. The Committee of Union. k 
Q. Who were the members of that 8 25 
A. Mr Aitchcfon, Mr Stock, Mr Burke or Burt, I am 


not certain which, Mr Robert Watt, 1 inn, Mr David 
* 3 MEwan. 


# 


/ 


* 
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Wy”. Jus Jusrrox- CixRk. Is that the Robert Watt ? 
| 4 (The witneſs looking at him) Yes, and wyielt. 
Now, Mr Bonthorne, had any thing paſſed in tliat 
Confnittee that induced you to come to a refolenoil to with- 
draw yourſelf from it?: | 
A. I thought ſo, my Lord. 
"8 Q. Now, what was it that paſſed in that Committee? 
A. There were different things that paſſed in that Com- 
riittee, that I could not preſently ſay. 
5 * 2þ Did you ever hear Mr Watt, in that Committee, pro- 
: poſe any plan ? 
A- No, I never heard him propoſe any plan. 
Q Did you ever hear him read any plan? _ 
A. I have heard him read a paper, my Lord, 
Q. Now, what was that paper? 
A. I cannot ſay what that paper Was, it! is a conſiderable 
time ſince. | 
Lorp PRESIDENT. Recolle the ſubſtance of it as 5 well as 
* you call, . | 
A. My Lord, if you will pleaſe to aſk me a queſtion D 
bout it, I will anſwer, 
Mr Anjiruther. Q. I rather with you | to recollect your 
yourſelf? 
5 A. I thought my atk root me to ahfwver queſtions. 
2. How much do you remember of the purport of that 
paper? 

A. I remember very little more about it, becauſe up- 
on the hearing of it, I was in ſuch . it has cut oft 
my recollection. 

Q. What was the purport of that paper 7 

A. I know nothing what the purport was. 

ö What was it, as near as you Car recollect; © 

| A. I can fay very little about it. 5 
5 Lord Advocate. Lou are under an oath to God to tell 
the truth, and nothing but the tuch, if ”_ conceal 225 
truth you are criminal. 
. E | YO ET Lonb | 
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. 
„„ 
— 
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2 26x. 5 
Lenb Wa Did that pater y any thing about 


che Friends of the 5 Kegple ring PO 2175 N and to 75 


do What??? 
A. No, if I reconlest, it rather went upon a potion 
that ſuch a thing could be done, © 


Q. What was it that could be done??? 3 
A. My Lord, I looked upon the whole as if it had been 
a kind of phrenzy, or ſometbäng of that kind, a5 it ſtruck 
8 me with ſuch confuſion. 
_ Lord PRESIDENT. | Tou are bound to tell whatever it 
was. 
A. Ves, as ſoon wo can recollect it. 
Q. Was there any thing about ſeizing the Caſtle i in it? 
A. If I miſtake not, my Lord, there was. 
Q. Surely you can tell whether there was or not 2 
A. I think there was. „ 
Q. What was it? 9 5 
A. Nothing at all that I recollect. 1 
Lorpy PRESIDENT, It is my duty to tell you, Sir, that. 
you are in very great danger. Every body muſt be ſenſible 
that yon heard ſomething, and can tell ſomething, and 
you are bound to tell it. I muſt put you upon your guard. 
The Court will take it up. Did that . contain any” 
thing, or did it not, about ſeizing the Caftle? | | 


Q. What did it fay upon that ſubjeR 5 5 ö 
A. I cannot recollect, my Lord, particularly what it fad, 


Ijuſt looked upon it as a ee that it could be 
done. | 4 


Q. By whom? 


—— 


| pol ; 's | f 
0 A ane of hn. 2 Ro hog 4 5 
A. A number of perſons. = ; ; 


Q Did you tuppoſe this meant the Friends 45 oy e Pogle 
* I ſuppoſe ſo, wy Lol. 


„„ b 


A. I think fo, my Lord. | " 


A. By. a 3 if they could be colledted ; 3 it was upon 


1 
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Q Did it fay any hing about ſeizing; duke. or 
| | pittacking the ſoldiers in the Caſtle. „ | 
AA. I do not recollect any thing of that kind. 5 
2 Q. Did it ſay any thing about lighting A fire; or 3 
F . any thing i in order to draw the ſoldiers out of the Caſtle? _ 
A. I am not certain whether there was not Toke exproſ | 
- | fion about. the Regiſter Office, 
. Q. About what f 
A. About raiſing an alarm by fire a- che Regiter Office. 
e 2 For what purpoſe ? 
A. I ſuppoſe it was to bring the ſoldiers fo the Caſtle, 
4 2. And in cafe they ſhould be brought from the Caſtle, | 
what do you ſuppoſe was then to happen? 
XA. I ſuppole to take poſſeſſion of the Caſtle. | 
. Q. Did you ſuppoſe any attack would be made upon the 
„ > ſoldiers. themſelves, or any tene to take * f 
them. 
. I don't remember any thing of hs. 
Was there any thing ſaid about the Lord Provoſt or 
the Judges, or any body in power ? 
A. I recolle& no perſons. 
Q. Was there any deſcription of perſons, ſuch as a Judges 
and Magiſtrates? 5 | 
I don't recollect any thing of! . | 
755 Was there any thing ſaid about Banks? 
5355 Yes, Perhaps, my Lark. the word 8 ar Banks 


was in it. 

T : 2 What expreſſion was in it? | 
A. I think about ſeizing the Bank or Banks; "i 
'Q. Was there any thing about ſeizing the rides Office; 1 
A. I am not certain but there was. 

Mr Anſtruther. Was there any ais abou poſing 
 thewſelves of places of truſt? 

A. I am not poſitive of it. 

What was the general deſign of the bun er, paper ? * 
5 cannot fay, my Lord. 
1 2 What was it that eee you 0 nuch. 


a 


- 


Q. The appearance PO N 


* 


— * 
. _ 
; „ + 


os 


Q. What ſort of a eb , | OR 
A. A paper that has been juſt now Wa 
Lord Advocate. That was 'the thing frightened bim fo 
much, and induced him to leave the Committee. | 
Mr Anftruther, What were the contents of that paper? 
A. I have endeavoured to anfwer the different queſtions. 
0 Was the purport of that paper to ſeize the dr wg 
That I believe, I ſaid. 
4 Was it to ſeize the people of Hite or name abour fa 


dindurgh | ? Was it to ſeize pond mY ? 


A. Not one, that I recollect. e 5 . 


Q. What were they to do? 

A. Indeed 1 know not, it ſtruck me with ſuch 4 confu⸗ 
Gon, it put me from my recollection altogether. ,. 

Q. Was any thing faid about the Guard. houſe, or about 
the Baillies or Magiſtrates ? 

A. Now „ N 

me Any thing about Officers? ; 
"7 No. : wg 

Q. Any mention of 1570 Ir cb , 

A. No, not that I recolle&, I believe the whole of i 
went upon a ſuppofirlon, if tuch 4 number were or could 
be collected. | TE 

Q. What were they to do? 12 

A. Thoſe things formerly mentioned: 

Q. Do I underſtand you right, that the plan was, that " 
1 certain number could be collected, they were to ſeige thoſe 


% 


places that have been W ? 


A. I underſtood fb; 
Q. Do you recollect any ming of what the numbers were ? 4 
M2 No, I don't recollect any number. dy 


"XX Do you know whether Yay | were dew. or Call nyms 


bers! 4 | : 
A, 1 do not recoloct the numbers. . 


—*% 


ey 
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— 
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. Q Were they FE numbers or loan numbers 2 


* plan? 5 | * 


an oppoſition to it. 


buſinefs of the Friends of the People. 
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A. I cannot give the numbers. . IS 
Q. Did this plan alarm your or did it not ? 85 
A. It alarmed me. | 
2. Now, tell me, what was it ; that alarmed 3 {you in : that 


1 


. The whole of i it, as far as I 3 or heard. | 
SN What did you do upon re:ding that plan? 
A. As far as I recollect, there was a er that. ſhewed b 


Who was that ? 

A. Arthur M Ewan fhewed an i to it. 

Q. You agreed wich Arthur M Ewan? 

A. I repeated the words, No, no.” I think ſo. 

Q. Then, the plan you faid “no, no“ to, was the * 
plan that Arthur M Ewan diſſented from? . a 

A. It was the ſainc paper. „ 

9 What was the buiineſs Ws the e Commitee of wen and 
Means | SIS . 

A. The Sub- committee you 1 mean? ? 


Q. Jes. 1 5 | 0 


A. As far as ever I e it was ls to > rant the 


{ 


Was it to collect money, or was it not! FE e 
A. No, my Lord, I did not underſtand it was to colleck 
money. | 
Q. Do you know any thing that was written or read in 
that Committee, of a paper that was $ afterwards printed? 2 
A. Name it, if you pleaſe. : 
. Called a circular letter? 2 
A. I could not {oy unleſs I faw it. ' 
f The cicculur leiter from the Committee | of Wi * ol ** : 
Heaun f bin. 1 ; 
A ag Lond: Pe OI e 
8 Vou have ſeen that paper? . 4 
. my Jane > Mop oat 2 
d RT 7 


h * 1 4 


Where did you 4 t? F 
I think I have ſcen it in 3 „ 
Where did you ſee it in manuſeript 5 
Perhaps in the Gaz tteer office. - 


It is the Committee I mean. 
Whoſe office did you ſee it in? 
1 don't know I ever had it in my hand, 1 was pre- 
1 when it was rede. „„ 
Q. Whowrote it? Cd Sr hen 
„ think it was Mr Stock. | — 
Q. I aſk. if the place where the Committee met, was in 
the Gazetteer office ? N 
A. Ya 8 <4 
Q. It was not there that the when paper was 1 Le 
A. What do you allude to?: ph 
+ The paper that Ginbinngd you ſo mack ?. 
A. It was not there, it was in Mr Watt's 1 
Lozp PRRSsIDENr. What did Watt do with it, FO] 
had read it, and you ſaid no, no,—what. did Watt ſay? 
6 remember right, *. roſe from his d e 
ĩt into a preſs. 
. Did you and M. Ban come away upon mat? 
A. We did not till we parted. 3 
Q. What did you do when you went home! 2 75 
Lord Advocate. Q. You ſay you was very much alarmed þ. 
and confounded at the import of the paper Watt read. You 
| faid before. you was ſo confuſed when you heard the 2 
read, it took away Mor all you decade „ 
. \ 


3 $6 


. — 


Qs : atk you this queſtion ; in N of this a- 7 


larm, did you take any ſtep immediately for ſatisfying the 

public, you was no longer an aſſiſtant to thoſe perſons? 
A. No, I tock ! no lebe but _ after left the . 

altogether.. C 

i Did you advertiſe in the public newſpaper that you 

had > done ? | 


* Foe: e 
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Did you ever ſee it at a meeting of the Committee? 
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. Did you take any bebe towards ding 07 


5 A. 1 id not... VVV in 5 
A. Yes, my Lord. | | 
Q. State to the Jury what nap it was you took or in. 


| . to take towards that pur poſe? | 
The alarm this paper gave me, cauſed me to. reſblre | 
in Fs ewn mind, to quit the meeting altogether ; and re. 


folved a few days after to make ſuch an advertiſement; but 


after 1 had done ſo, an acquaintance of mine called upon 


me and told me he was going a jaunt to the weſt country, 


and made ſome application to me, and I wrote a line or two 


to him to call upon Mr Watt to advance him a few Shillings, 


le was an intimate acquaintance of mine, and he thought he 
might be. ſhort of money upon ſome bufineſs he was going 
about, which he did not make known to me, and from the in- 


OE 


tereſt I had with him, I wrote a line or two after Thad with- 


drawn myſelf from the meeting altogether, to Mr Watt to 


advance him a few Ry for which he Wen, account on 
his return. | 


Q. How did hit prevent you Höch an the dis 70 


have. juſt now ſtated ? Why ſhould writing to Watt to get 
Watt to advance you a few ſhillings for a friend of *yours 
who was going to the weſt, prevent you doing that? 

A. I had taken a farewell of all the Committees. 


Q. Did you compoſe any advertiſement for the purpoſe | 


8 have juſt now ſtated to you ? | 
. Tes, my Lord, khat ſame week I Gad. 


2. Was there any particular newſpaper in which you : 


1 to inſert that, was it the Edinburgh Advertiſer ? 

A. It was the Edinburgh Advertiſer, _ 

Q. Tou did not inſert it in that, beeauſe you afterwards 
wrote to Watt to advance a fur of money to a a friend of 
Fours going to the weſt OY * | | 

K Nes, 

Q. Who was chat friend? 


5:4 A. | An turimate, roquaiaince—Jobn kane was his 


I. n 
3 * \ A / of - 1 ' 
* N a te * 
, « * 
. 7 
a 4 ; .< 
F / g * * 
: & 
— s 0 « y 1 
F \ 
* 
1 


. 10 1 


"ad FE journey to the weſt? 


| of his own 3 and he added, he propoſed going A | ne 


"farther... f 


any other bufineſs? 


from Watt, but what that commiſſion was he did not ſtate. 
"Ox: Did he make any ham age to you for money to 
make this journey? : 

A. From the wilde bie bim as I, I would have. 
lent it him, but it was not in * powery oy that ry 1 
wrote to Watt. „ | 

Q Did you give thoſe reaſons to Parley * 
I did. Fe 
Q. Did Fairley leave you to go to Watt * 
=. A. Ves. | 
Uh: 0 you the Fairley after he : perſprined the Sonar; of ? 
A. I did not! 
1 thought you faid before be v vent any you a did 25 
A Was.” © 
Q. But after he came back; did you or not meet with 


places where he had been in the courſe of that; JOUrney ? 
A. Hecid not. 
A. Did he mention the 1 names of the perſons he met in 
the courſe of that j journey ? Te x 
A. No, he did- not. . 5 | 
Q. Did he ſtate that Watt had complied with + the re- 
queſt for money or not? 
„A. He did not. 
ED . Lou did not aſk him „ 
A. I did not aſk him. 3 
Q. Would you know the udvertiſeinent? again you pre- 
| gore after * that 9 paper 3 and before 
| Fou 


„ told me he was going to Falkirk to Seen a 5" 


9 And did he e Feldes a viſit to his ſiſters he” had 5 5 


A. No, he did not; he told me he had a ö 


Did Fairley communicate to you the names of the, | 


Fd * 
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That was read. as follows bs 5 4938 


IN 


% 


cc To THE PoBLic, 


I William Bonthron, teacher in Broughton, was choſen 
et 2 metnber of the Committee of 1 Union in March laſt, and., 


168 9 . 
: : 00 wrote e bat; note of 1 wo Files, i if Fyou fo it 


Roi rhe 7 3 1 


Broughton Api 21. 5 


. Is that the very paper e kim 2 paper) 
i * Ves, my Lord. 
Q. Your own hand writing? 


« Sub-Committee z. but for reaſons of weight with me, de- 


« clare that I have dropped All connection or communi 


c tion with tie faid Committees, 


44 WILIA. BowTHzoxK.” 105 


* 


8 W that the paper you prepare for inſertion 2 


TILE Ves. 38 


Was there any 3 We as you OE to 

Watt to atlvitce. aſum of money to Fairley for this Journeys 
- In preference to any other perſon? 
A. It was purely out of friendſhip to Farley. | 
Qs I aſk you why you ſelected Watt to be the perſon 


AY: 


to lend money to Fairley rather than any other perſun? 


A. Becauſe he told me he was going to Watt, or was 
| going to receive a commiſſion from Mr Watt. 


+ 


285 


* 


Q. Did you ever ag * a man 1 of the name of nn 


"a 0 * e. * VE. 


A. TI cannot 


2 


Q. In what place have vou AIDE that perſian name 
e. upon a particular place. ov; 


5 TN. Did you ever hear of that man Hardy it in d * Com- 


mittee of Union or the Se eee 


W. Tes, 1 think ſo. 


. Upon what occaſion was it you heard the name of 


| that e mentioned? 


, 


3 
Te 
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4 


* 


e — 

Te tat if IRAs 3 _— 
"Ft miſtake not "that I heard his name mentioned. ads ED 1 
0 It was in the Committee that you heard his names © 
mentioned, and it was upon the occaſion of a letter 12 
xp 1 had Tape, was in the Union Committee * 
4 rok one or the other. ws 6s | <a a 5 Wt 7 4 _— 

Q Was that a written or 4 printed letter? "SR _— 

| tecolle&? | WF ION a PI 4 . -.- 
K. Ido bol pbſitively recatte- r oy Lg, - © 0 
Q. Do you recolle& whether it was 1 What or print Nut! 

A. I think it was a printed paper. 3 * | 

Q. Do you recollect if this Hardy Ggned Kinifdf in in any 2 
particular character? | „ ml 

A. 1 do not know in 8 1 to his ſubſcription, wt 3 
a the character he went niidey was ſecretary PT tome 5 
Committee in London. p 13 | 1 


* - 


'Q. Would Jö Eno that piper again if jo! fav ©. ol 

bis time and look at it. > ICE 2 | pm 8 . Y 
OD | think | it was like this letter. 353% ͤ 

ZBut an aft was agreed wm 6 that fee wind {1 --c 0 
Committee 3 bt VV 7 
A. I think 3 : „„ — 
Q. Do you remember hi garticiilir heidi ths. +: i 
committee were preſent when the anfwer was drawn up te _ 
; this letter of Hardy's ? „„ , 


* 


— 


* 


A. I think, all the {even exceptiug to. 1 7 1 5 
Q. Who were the two, that were abſent? ns 5 


A. Afﬀtchifon and Burke. 2 > Fork 4 * _ 


Q Do you recolle& what the _ of that letter ——— — 
what it related to? tek 04) e 
A. The anſwer ad you can? CCCP 
Either this letter or anſwer, | ee = 6 
A. The letter was ſhewn me. W. "J 
'V. What was theanfwer? oO IE, =_ 
1 1d and oe ſents ofthe aig but on ; nn 
that an anſiver was given to it. FFPP7§»¾»»‚» on RR 
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| arm" to a attend a Britiſh Convention to be calted i in Eng- 8 


1. forwarged to ain, ; rs # 5 Hen T7..4!0 8-4 


Sat he went ſoon after this? ? 


qeriation 6 from Hoe Paper, Hock produced, and you ſa i in 


G as ale or 410 i not Ks 6 to 100 0 che +" 


wo 


K. A. Iremember hearing of ch 4 thing 1 but. whether t at 

ities contained ſuch a thing I c cannot be poſitive, but 1 re- | 
member perfectly ſuch a thing was ſpoken of, 2 
Who drew the anſwer to the letter? 
I think if i reeollect welt it was Mr Stock. 


Do you recollect in what manner chis nee wa to 


CL; 


Yes. | 1 75 8 N | FRE 


. How was 12 . 
* If recolled Mr Stock w was to fake i to London him- 


* 211 


Hh gay any Y Mr Stock was to tak it to 1 nden ante: 


A. I think. ſo. 
Q. Do. you. know whether Stock, is. gone to London, or 
A. He meant then to go a, fem days a 7555 by fe * 


Q. Did you ever in the Committee hear 'of any paper 
being compoſed relative to the Fencible Regiments? 1 


A. I think ſo. E 
O Whe, compoſed chat paper 2 
A, I think Mc Stock. e 


1 Was Watt preſent 7 5 
A. Tes, Mr Watt was preſent as fir as oy. recolteion 
eads me. 
Q. Look at that Pa r ſee if that payer be like the 
_ Pipes that was compoſed i in your hearing ? Ke - 


«<3. 


1 The witneſs, locking at the paper fri, " 
A. Yes, perhaps, with ſome  variatjons or ere 1 


only ſaw it in manuſcript. 
Q. Upon the whole that is Gmilar, there. way be [I 
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: , * ; 0 | ? : 5. - ö 8 
8 2 : 
& x » 


% — 

$a * 1 , ! - 

4 | ; 

— 
« 4 1 
: a x | 
2 \ } 
- 5 13 4 
* 3 - 
- ; 9 
* Fg 2 N 7 


your 188 Mr Bon ore? 2 eee 
A. Yts, it is. # NN RATES 
Lord Advocate. | What pi paper i is. pe. ? 5 5 92 . by 
9 That is a paper, my Lord, that was a minute 
in the Committee of Union, I did not write it in the Com- 


So 


nutte of Union, 1 only took a copy of it, I was ſent for 
and I took a copy of it, Lou e * Y * was 


| wrote , by that. Then 
bas tompoſed that paper? 1 


| 2 Nd is mentioned, Robertſon, I duk, is "oY ws,” 


u 


(Ma pager read” as le ; woe Z , 4 1 2 


2 Ty + „ 8: "x 1 1 4 


Edinburgh, $th eres 1794 


_ The "Gra" Committe having met, Citizen Stock 
appointed Prafes, and Citizen Notertled, 2 5 
hs The bulineſs_ commenced by formin a plan of or 


a le orgs 67.3 hes 1 5 
e? Aa 


4 tion of the Friends of the People i in Ediubuygh, citizen : 


„ Watt propoſed t to Tecommend | to the different Societies to 


s chuſe a Permanent Committee to ſit once ar week; and 

b that there ſhould be a Committee of ſeven to be einpows= 
* ered to tranſact the buſineſs of the Friends of the F * 

This Committee to report to the dt fferent Seid ap 

* that this Committee recommend to their different 8 


« ties to chufe two or three members for this! Committee, 


\ 


to meet on Tueſday next at ſeven clock, and that they 
3. ſhould chule the Sub-committee to ſit the fame evening, 
$ 06 __ to the General open; pt : 
8 That m was 5 Edinburgh, 5 7% March TI 
A. It was juſt about the begining of March the iſe 
tee gt Union met. 


** 
— % by x a * 4 : N 
„ 14 * f ö 2 + 
. + 


col. E ste 27 y in Bai 


NN 


. Ar the time you. left the Committe 705 did e 
3 new ſchool ? I with to know whether you was nog forming. 
+ Y2 „ e 


78 5 


Ex 
LE 
7 
- 


f 


£ Committee of Ways and Means. "HR LY 3 * „ 
5 . Ves, I was going to remove at vrdee g N 
2. Did 3h, give 1 that as a reaſby for removing from the. 
Commitee | 
. A. Ves, I tid, perhaps s it was the _ reaſon that Þ 
1 | 
* Homilion. 2 Vou . in a former part 4 
your examination, that Mr Watt produced a plan with re- 
"ues 1 to {ome meaſures that he thought might be adopted 2 
A. He took ſuch a paper from his pdcket and- read i it over, 
I know nothing more about it, than that he juſt read it | 
it was a copy or not, 1 can't tay, be Joſt read it 
Aden pps ppon it. 
o Jong had you been together chat evening? | | 
8 | cannot aſcertain it, perhaps, a few minutes, I at 
ot aſcertain i it, it might be balf an*hqur or an hour. . 
Mr Erftune.. 'Did Did Watt Propoſe. it and preſs it upon 


i, 


: ppen the Committee, 25 a 12 to be ppt ir in mediate exe 


and 91 


, cation? __ 
A. No, he juſt read it and put i; op in the pref withopt | 
any comment upon it, as far as I recolle&t, 1 
8 Did : ol err if with him that might, or ſup "hh 


kh GY did not, as 1 ad; Did you in ſup 2. 2 
wy 2 7. © REG 
A. Perhaps I « 1. did Hake 2 2 c her forme or r ſomething of 
bt _ l 


7 * * 
6 4 « 4 5 . 1. 


MA SHERIFF CLERK, Sram. 4 


Me apm, ; bn you make 
Watts papers? e 
A. Les, I ſearched Watt's.houſe for papers, and 4 
2 ſuch papers as ] : thou ught related tc to. the proceed: 
gs of the Friends of the People. $21 p44 5 
2 e there? (hewing a paper o 


1 3. 4 


} 


„ in ay N with the initials of the Tee pee 


ee 


8 72 in Watt houle, before we left it. 
| Q Was | this other there ? {Shewing MT, 
. Yes I remember this particularly. 9885 
Abo you remember that ?. (Shewing a third 2. 
„ remember this perfectly likewiſe, Thele papers 
were found i in Watt's houſe. 2 ; 
- Mr Anftruther. There were three af them ? The i import: . 
ance of one muſt appear from inſpection and 25 from reads | 
ing. It is a drawing, of. Pikes, and Fas. or: in Waits | | 
houſe. 5 8 
Mr Clerk. A. There were papers | TRA in three ropms. 
Nr Anſtruther. This is another paper found in Waty's 
poſſeſſion. It is the paper that Aitchiſon mevtiqned he had 
Fritten hy direction of the Sub-Committee, and an and ſent to a 
perſon he did not mention. 5 
Lord Advocate. boa the Sheriff ſwears he found (Get 
paper iu in Watt's houſe. * 


| (The pager red flows) Be — : 


b e Sim, * 


ne 


400 Laſt night, at a meeting of. the General Contains of : 


« the Friends of the People in Edingburgh, a motion was 
1 preſented by Citizen William Robinſon, in conſequente 
„ repreſentation from Citizen Dr Hunter, that you 
« wiſhed to be informed of the ſtate of public ſpirits in this 
6 city, and that you likewiſe deſired to have fome ſubſcrip- 
tion papers forwarded: to you, whereupon it was reſolved 


e you; and, while they tranſmit to you the ſubſcription papers, 
6 requeſted to inform you at the ſame time that the ſpirit 
« of freedom, notwithſtanding all the uncobſtititional meas 
5 ſures s lajely adopted, is by no means depreſſed, but like a 
5 fire attempted to be ſmothered, increafes ten fold,” and 
| will, ere long, conſume all thoſe who attempt to extinguiſh 
x . * are many things which we might with to· write, 
5 04 PL" C9 Fr go 75 which 


that the Sub- committee ſhould be authorized to write - 


n * ; nn to. commit to papers we ſhall. N ore. IE? 
iny | 6 with wiſhing an encreaſe to .the numbers f, 5 real 
. Friends of Freedom all over. the Ns Sends 
"= "of Conſtitutional Reform i in this land in e p 


_ @ 7% 


18 | « N except e Saturday and 4 Sunday, dither at 9 Ko. 
. 5 6 bertſon's ſchool, . Philip's ſchool, Calton, or e 
i. 8 1 * Geo. Kos 's, Liberty WP South Bridge. "0 . 
% In name of the Edinburgh Committee of the Friends 
* of the Peopte, I am, &. _ 
« P. 8. Either on Saturday, or at farther on Tueſday 
@ next, you may expect the firſt number of the New Gazet- 
. teer, which will then begin to be publiſhed i in the ſpirit 
& of the old. Leſt the proprietors ſhould fall ſhort of funds 
to pay the ſtamp duties, it is propoſed that every ſubſcriber 
*@ ſhould pay per advance. Subſcriptions by & Geo. 
4 Roſs, Gazetteer Office, South Bridge, who pil gran re. 


8 * for the money.“ 


— 
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10 4 Sud. Committee, April ſt. 


=—_ 2 „ Reſolved,” That Mr Reid, the former treaſur er, be re- 
FA .# queſted to continue in his office, ſubject to the e 
3 ec ons to be hereafter laid down. 
FF been That till his determination be kenn 
8 « ? be requeſted to take charge of the wonder which 
8. may be rocind phe oat ahi «roving, ne up 


3110 


« ' MINUTES, 


BE * of * Chnmiatcs of 8 given in.“ 
„ From the Canongate Society, No 3, received the ſum 
.# of one. pound, teri By and three pence balf penny, 
- « « which is "_ Place tot " e any” 
SORE Daun Downs. ” 


_ g . , K a LY rt ions 
DYE f 6 <Y : 8 þ * 7 
1 \ . 


* 


« 2 if 1 the 5. Cormmitter, with e . . - = ns 

: "3 * l e 4 Fo +24 7 2 1 1 1 1 

6 A I. I . N a * noh vn⁰ο! * fs : | & 

pril 794 | n = 4 

veel! a 855 chat Wal be paid isto tlie tested e. -_— * 

« from this day, ſhall be applied to ſueh purpoſts only, as 25 

« the N on Feen, and Men: lor nn Y 
« thall direct. N. dl! l 9 | | 
* The 9 ſhall give a racine to 2; Wo: Hg 0 


* „ 
* - N. 1 
1 | Fa ie 
" * 1 * — 
vo 1 Fa 


a tee, for what monies he may have received from them. | 
The treaſurer. ſhall not give up any part of the ſaid * 
« 1 any pretext, except on a requiſition, ſigned by 
* four enge of the a eee, oy ere md 
« ſum wan e 
Ur ler.) is in Aitchifon s hand, and part =y 
' ſomebody elle, we Aa Enow,—It was s bound in 1 Watt's 
polleſtion. * 988 | | | ef i Bt 2 
il > - Journ. FAIRLEY e 
be es by Mr Sorrerron Grana. 3 gh — 


Q What is your buſtiels? * | 5 I 
. Where do you live? eee, A Rates 2 ol 
A. In Broughton. 
* Is there. a ſociety of Friends of the rente ae! 5 
vis, EM 
Q. Was you 2 member of the Pricſh Comtemion t chat . 
met laſt year? - 2 
„„ | 
Q. Was you a member of that Convention, when it was 
di lang by the Lord Provoſt, and other 7 OLIN mo” 


Ar 8 2 7 | . 


* 


0a Did the members of the Convention meet ake that? — 


” . 
7 g 
* a Ss PP 
3 uy * 1 r - 
93 8 


2 
#: 
* 


A. Ves. 


Cen peel when i was? e 3 
1 | A. 1 


8. 
- 5 


ir 


\tH I chin 1 + of £ December; 2 
h *Þ ES, - Ang you fay your 18 8 Ri to meet . 
1 | hat Convention was We 3 ; 
5 | | 7 3. I 3 
13 . Ws ou ehoſbn in auy ace diſperſion 
| 3 che convention? was er dio . 
0 A. Ves, I was. „ FH Jette 
2 Explain what was che meaning of this office ot cllc- 
(+ „ tor hat was you to do 5 | 
. A. When I came into the Brexahaci fo die (I never 
| heard of the collectors before) they were juſt chooſingz they 
had choſen one and beginning. io chooſe another, and they 
choſe me. I aſked the buũneſs, Mr Bonthrone came for- 
ward and told me they were to collect money and to collect 
ſentiments. 
2 By ſentiments do yo es mean 1 of the Pente f * * 
A. What 1 underſtood by it was, that there were a great 
—_ many of the ſocieties who were as warmly attached to the 
| il . cauſe as ever, but on account of buſineſs, could not give at- 
1 tendance regularly, bur at the ſa ne time were fo ; attached as 
to contribute moticy fo? the expences; that was che reaſon 
of having collectors; and for the collection of ſentiments. 
Bonthrone faid, we, want to know who will be for procuring 
7 Univerfat Suffrage and Annuai Fe 3 there were two 
collectors for our ſociety. SY 
- Q. Did che other ſocieties appoint collectors alle OT 
A'T underſtand o, but I could n6t attend any other ſo 
 Gieties but my own; there was one or two meetings held. 
. Who' was choſen . of the meeting * e 7 
was you? 2 
155 A. Ves. 
8 Was you Ras s profilin of bebe gina of Un nion y 
bo. A. No, T was not. 
5 1 Do your know that there was a Columities of Unie 
ind of Ways and Means that met at George Roſs x 
A. Yes, there were Committees that went by that de- 
* bot I was not ab the AL of them.” g 


* 4 * 


* : . l 8 7 / 


4 | 8 2 , s 
x 


* 
0 — 
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* 


% 4 * 7 
Ri 


| 


„„ 177 ” 


4; Had you any occaſion to do besen with the en. 


; mittee of Ways and Means ? 


A. I was twice at the Committee of Wii Ah Means. * 
Q. Among 0 other r perſons, was wary 23 when bat: at · 


| tended there? 


A. Yes, 1 think MW rs. OO OO 
Q;, Pray, Mr Fairley, had you any occafion to 7K any 
converſation amongſt yourſelves about the Friends of the Peo- 
ple arming themſelves, ſoon after you. Was ad collec= 8 
tor, or about that time? 


. . 
* - 

C2 : 
#. TS RE” + 


A. Had we converſation about artning | * 
Q. Yes, about arming the Friends of the People? 


A. 1 never heard any thing about” arming the Friends of 


the People. I heard there were ſome pikes getting ready. 


Q. Was you well acquainted with Watt, and when did | 
you firſt become acquainted. with him: | 
A. It was not very long before 1 was apprehended, that | 


I became acquainted with him. 
Q. Did Watt call upon you reſpecting theſe bet 
A. Yes, Mr Watt called upon me. 


Q. Did Mr Watt mention to you any thing about a num⸗ 


ber of pikes having been provided, and what number?” 


A. 1 could not ſay that he mentioned any thing about 


the, number I don't recollect Watt {] pecifying any. . 
lar number of pikes. 


Q. Did he mention that any had bing preparing > What | 


I ak you again is juſt to mention what converſation paſſed 


between you and Watt relative to the pikes Did he tell | 
you there were pikes preparing for the 1 of the Friends of 3 


the People ? GN ES 
A. He ſhewed. me ſore Pikes rſt. 5 * 
Q. Had he ever mentioned the ſubject to a: before? 
A. Tes, we had ſpoke about this ſubje& before. 


. 


QA. Did Watt come to Fo Wop. and. make a #roving of | 15 


a pike in your preſence = 


A. Mr Bonthrone had been talking about 5 1 dent 8 > 8 


whether q drew a * of the Pike. e to the deere 


— 


9 a | i: - UgG | 


* 


3 WE 7 1 
: | "ten. T 4a” wah Sheffie eld Bonthorne ſaid 1 migkt draw 
Done and he would take it——- met with Mr Watt in tie 
"or one day and k was. telling him I had been mentioning 
i Bonthorne my drawing fome I cannot fay what an- 
| fwer he gave me; but ſometime after he came to my ſhop 
. aud defired me to draw one] ſcratched one upon a ſlate 
WH - 95 — told kin I would draw two or three, be nor a ' PINE of 
| paper and bring it up to Mr Watt. 
g Q. Did you accordingly do ſo look at theſe en aud 
+ ſee if you know them —Are thok the drawings aer made for 
Watt? | 
AL think. they a are. 
Q. Theſe are the deſi, igns found in Watt! $ polo 
'N ow, Mr F airley, at the time when you carried this paper 
to Wart containing the drawings of thefe inftruments, what 
| converſation had you with him upon' the ſubject of pikes 
and arms, and in what marmer were Res Be fo 5 uſed? tell 
all you know to thefe gentlemen. l 
A. I cannot remember ow particular converſation We 
had about pikes. 
| Q. Did he mention to yon what uſe was to eln of 
5 them, by putting them into the hands of the people? 
A. He ſaid they were intended for ſelf defene. 
Q. And did he tell you they were intended to be oor into 
the hands of the Friends of the People ? 3 
As. Mr Watt faid to mẽ there was no perſon to get chem 
but ſuch as wanted them and would pay for them. 
Q. Did you expreſs any fear of bloodſhed upon this oc- 
caſion? did you @7 any thing to Mr Watt about what was 
ſaid? did not you ſay you were afraid of bloodſhed ?, | 
A. He faid they were intended for ſelf defence. 
Did you ſay any thing at all about bloodſhed, and 
. What anſwer did Watt make upon the occaſion? did you 
ſay any thing abont your fear of bloodſhed when you” heard 
. of theſe weapons being mentioned ? 5k 
A. Watt. and I were once talking together Shavt at: 
. . ä ould- not hy the particular words, but! 


L 
Y 5 
5 
1 
* % . 
„ 43 


6 1 

will tell yan hs None was expreſſing my 3 that 5 
the preſent meaſures of Government would drive the peo- 
ple to deſpair, and I was afraid for the conſequence l | 
could not ſay what the particular words were, it was + Joe: 
thing to that purpoſe. , 1 BE 
Q. And what did Watt fay * 
A. He ſaid, he hoped there would be no bloodſhed. 7 
. Did he lay the plan could be executed vithour blood-, 
bed? | | 
. I don't recollect the particular words now; it is the 
ſubſtance, Nobody can remember words. When ] was 
expreſling my fears for che conſcquences, 1 he 20a they would 
be impriſoned. a | 
Q. Who would be ie) ? 

A. i hoſe, I'underſtood, that were moſt active ee d the 
Cauſe of the People. 
Q. Who ſaid ſomething of your e of blood- 
ſhed? repeat what Fo ſaid . now about certain n 5 
being ſeize s. 
„ 1 recolle& i is, 1 was afraid the e meaſures of 
government would drive the people to delpair, and I was 
expreſſing my fears for the conſẽquences. ak 1 8 

Q. What did Watt fay? ” be 

A. He ſaid he hoped no blood would be hed, for they 
would be impriſoned, A 
Q. Who were they that were to be impriſoned SR 

A. Thoſe that were moſt active againſt the Cauſe of the 
People, 5 

Q. Pray, Sir, did you ſay any thing at all about the fol 
diers being any obſtacle to completing 225 2 ; and what 


did Watt ſay about them ? 
A. I could not ſay; I might be cog: ROPER about 


the ſoldiers,—that if they had any fears about an extremity, 
] would not be for offering any violence to the ſoldiers, —l[ 
would juſt ſpeak to them, and I 7 there would Le ne 
occaſion for violence. «. _ OY 


*Q, e VVV 
E22 8 


1 


t 


* 1 Jon? t recolle&t what Watt wa.” 
2 Recollect as well as you can. 
A. I cannot recollect the particular words. 
"Oz But the ſubſtance, as well as you. can, about. the di. 
pate between you and the ſoldiers? | 
. think all that was ſaid about the ſoldiers, was, * 
7 ſaid, I would be juſt for ſpeaking to them, for they wee! 
be as glad of freedom as we would be. 
Q. \ Was it after your enemies had been impriſoned, that 
this was t9 happen, you were to ſpeak to the ſoldiers ? 
A-T. had given my opinion to Mr MISS 1 never heard 
it before; I gave it as my opinion. 
Q. Wes there a deputation to be ſent to the Caſtle ? * 
A. I juſt ſaid, if meaſures came to an extremity, and 
that the ſoldiers were called out againſt us, and there would 
| be reaſon to ſuſpect they would, I would juſt ſend up ſome- 
© body to ſpeak. to them, whether in or out of the Caſtle. . 
Q. To prevail upon them to do what? f 
A. To ſpeak to them, ſo that they might not haven us. | 
Loxp PRESIDENT.—I ſhould: be glad to know, when the 
witneſs ſaid, that the ſoldiers would be as fond of freedom 
as they were, whether it was his meaning, that there was 
any body in this country not free ? | 
A. My Lord, the cauſe in which we were OD Ye was 
for procuring Univerſal Suffrage, and Annual Parliaments, 
and till that was obtained, I thought it was my right, as a 
ſubject of a free ſtate, to have a ſhare in the repreſentation 
of. my country y 2 and I conkidered, if 1 had it not, 1. was not 
Kee, 


. You mean ell you were entitled to 8 thoſe 
| who. were againſt Annual e and Dae Suff. 
rage: Se | ER f : 
. did not fay fa. 
: Did Mr Watt propel any thing wr with reſ pet 
to the ſoldiers? \ | 
A. There were e going, chat the Friends of the 


People were to be attacked * different __ . 


e What nr 25 N 
A. There were reports going, chat the Friends of 1 the 


People were to be attacked, and different things,—and we 
did not know i in what manner, —and I juſt gave it as my o- 


pinion, if matters came to that extremity, we had reaſon . 
expect the ſoldiers would be called out if they were, I 
would be Juſt for ROSE to e cannot OP the . 


words. 


Me Solicitor Ge The gh 1 1 means to 
aſk a queſtion, bur. he 1 better wait "Io our examination 
is over. 


Cour. He muſt wait; you will be allowed e 


U 


queſtion when th:; examination is over. 


Mr Solicitor General. Q. Had you any Seh e with . 


Mr Watt about this plan of ſeizing thoſe enemies of the peo- 
ple? Was there any propoſition made for l 8 in 
different parts of Scotland at one time Ph 

A. I don't recollect ſaying they were to be ſized in at. 
ferent parts of Scotland at one tine 

Couxr. The Court does not hear you. | 

Q. You hcard that queſtion, give me the anſwer 1 to it? 

A, I have ſome idea of ſomething being mentioned, tho 
I cannot be quite ſure of it. We entered into a ſort of con- 
verſation. 1 cannot ſay rag, what I _, or what be 
ſaid. 

2. Was there ſomething aid: about Couriers? ? 

A. Ves. 

Q. After ſeizing upon theſe gies you were to ſend. 
Couriers to all parts of the country about what had | Does.” 
dene; | 

A.I think there was ſomething of that kind ne 

Q. Was any thing mentioned dont nt the colleffors 
were to do? © 

A. Mr Watt once ſaid to me be would Wow me bene of 
the arms to ſhew the collectors. N 1 

Q. Theſe were pretty important converſations?” . 


* 


4 


\ 


: 
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mw 9 K. 1 mean to ſpeak fairly. I cannot elbe Chef ſaid. 
=_. Me Anſtruther. We don want the very words. LE, 
it Lord Adurcute. The ſubſtance and purport of what you Fe 
Glo tha beſt of your recollection, at the time when Watt 
propofed ſhewing the arms to the colleQtors? 
A. We talked about it at different times; it was Mr 
Bonthron who firſt talked to me about ſhewing them to 
: the collectors; and Mr Watt ſhewed me ſome, and my an- 
| firer was, there was no harm in ſettling any thing by way of 
merchandize, and that expreſſion he underſtood relative to 
T 
Q. Did Mr Watt accordingly mex the eolektor- ſome of 
the inſtruments? 
A I could not ſay 8 he ſhewed dome to them or not, 
Q. Did he ſhew them to you ? 
„„ 
2. Where were they : 2 
A. In his own houſe. 
1 5 Q What were they like:? 3Y 
„ A They were not exactly like theſe. 
Wir (looking at ſome Pikes c on the table) 
* Look at thoſe pikes. x 
A. I cannot fay whether they were them or r not, they 
eee made after that form. 
Q. Did he deſire you to carry them any where to thew 


. f 4 bn ” 
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2 any body ? 
| 18 A. It might be at that time, he aid bs would give them 
| to me to fhew the collectors. | \ 
iol(@-1 Vid you ever carry any to Roſs' SY 9 8 
A. No. © 


3 Was you ever . to carry any to Roſsꝰ pa 
A. I ſhould imagine it would be at that time when they 


were given to me to ſhew the col llectors. I underiped I was 
20 take them to the collectors. 
2. And what were the collectors to do? 
„ Tow only to. ſhew them to the collectors, and the 
method I was told was—l was to ſhew 00 and if any 
perſon | 


* a. f 4 4 ; 
a ; 7 . i f 
* * N & * 


: 
; 
J | 


5 1 ity; 4 
perſon aſked, would I ſalt one of thoſe; F: woutd „ 
it, if no perſon aſked, I was to bring them back; if any col- 
we. faid they wanted ſuch an inſtrument, ] was to give * 
him. I was to (ell them; 1 if e 1 was ro ON them VEN | 
to Mr Watt's. $5 = OWLS 
Q. Did you accordingly do 7 „ 00 © 00 -; 
A. No, I did not. eee 
Q What was your reaſon! for refuſing to cry theſe | 


articles of merchandize end N them to ac! them 1 


they choſe? — 95 = 


A. I made ſome objection.” + CRONE : 

Q. Then you muſt tell to the Court and Jary » whit that _ 
objection was you cannot have forgot it. KS | 

A. I do not recollect what the objection was, but the far 
of the matter-was, I did not with to take them. 24 AY 

Q. Why did you not wiſh to take them? 

A. I did net take them at that time. 

4 Did you take them at any other time? e 

A. No, I did no. 

Q. What was your objection? 7 know you 04 50. tabe 


| them at that time, you fay that you had an objection. 


A. Becauſe none of the Collectors had aſked me, and T 
wanted to ſpeak to the Collectors before I would think ok 


—_ it. 
Q. Then did you ever ſpeak to any one Collector 1 upon 


the ſubj-ct? 


A. I do not r 
Q. Then 1 put tis queſtion to vou. Was the tka 


why you objected to carrying thoſe pikes from Watt's houſe. 


to the collectors, that you thought it unſafe and dangerovs 


for you to do ſo? Now, anſwer this queſtion, Was 5 or was 


it not? 
A. I did not wiſh 10 tk 73 0 
Q. Was it ſor the reaſon you have hezrd mentioned ? 
No anſwer. bas . ns CO ER 
Tord Advocate. You can c ſay whether it 8 or not the 


reaſon? - © | - 2 . 


ns I did not think er of doing =y kv with them, 


| C "A 1 4 | 
0-4 4 44 not with to. nk them. to the Colleftors, they 
would juſt have ſaid that J had been bringing them for the 
* of diſtributing them. | 
LoxD PRESmENT. If the Collectors withed to have them, | 
you were to ſell them; was there any price ſpeciſied?ꝰ 
A. I don't recollect any, I ſuppole it was whatever * | 
they propoſed. 
Lord Advocate. Did Watt tell you the colt? ?. 
A. No, he did not. \ 
Q. 1s it a common trade for people to al articles of that 
fort exactly at the price oy colt? | 
No-anfwer, 
Cour. Had vou no proſt upon the trade? 
A.- had an objection. 8 
Q. What objection? | 5 
A. That although I thought no 3 in it elt ir 1 
5 took them, they would be ſaying I withed- to japaſe on 
the Collectors before they aſked me. 
Q. Pray, was you ever ſent to the welt country by the 
Committe of Ways and Means? 
A. Whether I was ſent by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, I know not. I was going to the weſt country to fee. 
a friend of mine at Arth. The night before I ſet out, 1 
had been in company with Mr Wach be, who ſaid, he had 
a letter or ſomething of that Kind to fend to Borrowſtounneſs, 
I told him I was going to the weſt, and would fake any 
letter for hiv. The next morning ] went to Mr Watt's, 
and told him I was going to the welt tountry, and aſked if 
he would give me a letter; he ſaid he would. I ſaid, whatever 
I had to take for him, he was to leave at Mr Campbell's the 
hatter at the Luckenbooths, and I would get it, in caſe he 
was not in at the time I went away, I went to Mr Comp 
bell's the hatter, and got a parcel to be carried weſt. 
Q. What did that parcel cohtain? ' ' 
A. There were different copies of papers. 
Q. Would you know. them again, look at that bree, 8 
was wur one of the r in the parcel? » : 


K 63 


A. elt one of them. = We 
Q. Was there any more than one copy # RT hs, 
A. I cannot lay themumber. „% Noel 


* 


Q Might there be ten or twenty ? 

A. I can ſpeak to upwards of ten, but I cannot Jak 
the number.. 

Q. Look at this other paper? 

A. 1 think that was another paper. 
Q Had you more than one copy of this other paper ? ? 
A. Les. 

Q. Might there be 1 copies of them ? 

A. Yes. 


* 


2 3 
Mr Anſirui ber. Gentlemen, they are papers that have 


been june by a — 5 of people, but have not yet been 
tead. 


papers ? = 
A. He faide= 5 
. Q. Who faid? 
A. Icalled upon Mr Watt befor i went to Mr Campbells, 


and aſked if he had left it, he ſaid yes, he had left ſome- 
thing for me yonder, at Mr Campbell's, which I would. 


know what to do with. 
Q.. What was it you was to do with them 5 


A. That was what Watt ſaid to me, 1 Knew what to do | 


3 


with them. 
Q. What was you to «6 with them ? 


A. I will tell you what I did, I called upon different Peo- 


ple in the weſt country. | 
Q. At what different places of thie weſt e 


A. At Queens ferry Stirling, Saint Nimians, Kilſyth, 15 


Kirkintulloch, Campſie, Glaſgow, Paley, and Falkirk. 
Q. What did you do at ali thoſè places? 
A. I gave them a copy of each of theſe. 


Q. You gave a copy of each of thele, at each place you 


have named ? „ Wn | 
A: Yes. . ET, 


4 


Mr Seliciter General. Q. How was you to diſpoſe of thoſe _ 


Ad _ : --- . 
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8 Had you any written, infirottions when + you went to 
the welt ? 5 
„„ the ſame parcel chess were two o bits of paper. oh 
| . what were they? b 
A. Inſtructions. It is © Jong fince I don't remember 
"particularly. 
Q. But: the ſubſtance? 5 
A. The ſubſtance was to correſpond with Mr „Donne, 
and to ſend money to him. 
be * 5 Where were they found ? 
- A. In the packets he left at Campbell's 2 
Q. There you found written inſtructions 5 
ee, 
1 What did you do with the written > infractions 2 
1 returned them to Watt. 
-Q. Aſter your return from the Weft? 
. 
Q. When did you fir open this packet? . 
A. I opened it firſt at the Þ ret and then found 
thefe inſtructions. 
Q. Who was this Campbell? Was 15 a member of the 
Britiſh Convention ?. | 
A. He was. | | | 
"7 Was there any thing mentioned about founding th the 
ſenſe of the people? | 
. 
2. Upon thoſe plans you FED” Ra Fray calking with 
Mx Watt about, regarding a pra Plan; recollect e ä 
the queſtion is plain. 5 
A. I could not ſay, he ſpoke about Wandung 1 think 
there was ſomething about a number of NE there was 
ſomething about that. | | | 
Q. Now, in all the different places did you enquire for 
the patriofs, to take an account of the number ? 
A. I never aſked about any number. 
Lord Advocate. Now, Sir, you ſay Watt told you, . 
would find a parcel at Campbell's the hatter's; and you found 
| | | | one. 
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6 87 a 5 
one. Did Watt tel vou any partic 
to which you were to go? e ele 
A. No, he did not. | 5 
Q. Did that paper, of instructions contain abs names of | 
| any particular towns or places to which you were to 80 
A. I don't recollect getting any names. 
Q. Then it was perſectly left to you to 89. to any oy pac | 


you pleafed in the welt of Scotland? ; 5 

A. I ſuppoſe it was left to my own diſeretion. + 
Q. Did any perſon deren you to 80 to Borrowſloun- 
nels ? 


A. I do not recolle& any more about going to Pargone- 
ſlounneſs than what I have ſaid. VVV 
Did you go to Borrowſtounneſs? 5 
A. I went firſt to Stirling, and came through. Borrow- 


g ſtounneſs in coming bac. 
Q. You was in Queensferry ? Did you ſhow any of thoſe * 
papers in Queensterry? | | 
A. No, I did not. 3 


2. Did you diſtribute any in Stirling? 
A. I think I did. | 
Q. Did you or not? 21 will not take that anſwer. 
A. I think I gave {ome in Stirling. 55 
A. Q. You did not leave any in Queensferry ? - 
A. Becauſe I did not fee any perion there in particular. 
Q. Had you any particular 1 that you was directed 
to at the Qeensferry ?. | 
A. No, I had not. I had an acquaintance at Quarry. 
Qs 'Then you went to Oye Eo en | 


* 


wy. - Tes. F NS 
a Q. Did you or not give one or more f theſe voy ta 
any perſon in Stirling. - ARE 
R A. Yes, I gave them to all the folles I called at. 


07 Now, Sir, do you, upon your oath, recollect tue name 
9” any fivgle perſon in RM to whom you oy that pa- 
per 5 
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as or two. 108 ge wen u. 


morning. 

Q. In whoſe houſe was it you gave the gebe to Dr Far: | 
- peſt ap d the others 3 

A. . was in Dr Forreſt's Houſe, | 

Q. Pray had you ever ſeen him before ? 

A. No. | 

Q. Then how came you to 25 to his houſe? 
A. I had heard him ſpoken about before i in Edinburgh, 

Q L aſk you—was it not in the Committee of * and 
Mears Dr Forreſt's name was mentioned? 

A. Dr Forreſt's name was not mentioned to me there. 

'Q Was it Mr Watt that mentioned my name of Dr For- 
peſt to you 6.” 

A. No, Sir. i 

Q. Do you fay that upon your ent ? 

A. Ves. 

Q. Did you mention to him any thing with reſpect ta 
the Committees that were eſtabliſhed in Edinburgh ? TE 

A. I ſuppoſe that letter would tell him, 

2. Did you do it yourſelf : Eo 

Be | ſuppoſe I might tell him ſo. 7; | 

& Did yau alk EE Forreſt the number of Patriots i in Stir; 


gh I could not ſay whether I aſked him the particular 
number or no—l aſked him how the ſociety was e | 

ing there or ſamething of that nature, | 

IIs Did you aſk him any thing elſe about the 8 2 

"As # do not recoliect aſking him any thing more-about it. 

2. Do you not recollect aſking him any thing elſe? 

A. Other perſons, were preſent i in Foun houſe at ou 
ime. 

Q. Who were thoſe l ain 88 than 45 

A. Doctor Forreſt went with me and got them —I think 
flere Was one of them they calle.! Thomſon. 1 0 

2 How many were there of them? | 

K. There Atl two E Wy 83255 that Mr Thomſon, 


4 LOA 
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„ + py 1 

. How long might you n | 
perſons . 

A. We might be there an hour or two. 5 

Q. Did you underſtand theſe perſons to be what they cal | 
Patriots or Friends of the rope? 4 | 

A. Yes. | | 4 
a. What was the ſubſtance of your converllion in ge. 
neral ? 

A. They would begin with the news of Stirling, and 1 

was telling them the news of Edinburgh. . 
Q. Do you recollect in general any one * rer 
ative to the Committees in Edinburgh * Pr Rated to 
Forreſt, and Thomſon, and others? 

A. I have no doubt I would tell them about elle Com- 
mittees, but I ſpoke to Dr Forreſt about the 12 I have 
already told you. | | 

Q. What was that ? - 

A. About impriſoning thoſe that I have already ſpoke of, 

Q. Well what did Forreſt ſay ? 

A. I am ſute I do not recolle& what he ſaid. 

Did Forreſt ſay any due in reply ? 

A. I do not recollecd. 

+a You mentioned that plan to Forreſt ? | N 
N 04. Yes, I mentioned it to him. „ 

Q. Did you mention any thing in that company with re⸗ 
ſpect to the plan of arming in Edinburgh, whether for (elf 
defence or any thing elſe? ©  ®* 

A. I may have told them that T heard the Friends of 
the People had offered their ſervice to the Duke of Buc- 


ES 4 


cleugh or ſomething of that ſort—l might alſo have 132 WY 


them what was done in Perth. n. 

Q. While talking to Dr Forreſt or any one al did you 
or did you not draw upon paper or upon the table in com- 
pany with one of theſe men in Stirling a drawing of that 
Pike or battle-axe - fimilar to what you had ſeen in Edin- 
bur gh take care before you give the ee it is 8 ma- 

e you thould t take care, | 
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3 Q. Who directed you to them? 
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olle KA lee 1d. FOR 8G; Oh 
$6 a6 e now recollects in e of. a 


ſpecific qneſtion J put to bim—he recollects making a 


| drawing of thoſe. weapons which he had ſeen i in Lange 
. fo ſhew Dr Forreſt, 


Q. Where did you go to from a Stirling 5 
A. I went to St. Ninians 
9 Who did you ſee there? 

Q. What is he? W 8 


A. A miniſter. | | = 


\ 


Did you thew him any of "Wi papers or r leave a a copy 
with . 
A. I read it to him had, as as as 1 can recolled I lefi pa- 
ww with all the gentlemen. _ 
Q. Was M. Croſs a relief e or miniſter of the pa- 


. A relief 1 rt | — 
Q. Pray, was M Croſs an | acquaintance of your's before 
that period? 
A. No, he was not. 
O. Did you ever ſee h him in your | life before 3 
. N. | 
=D: How came you to go to , McCrof? 
. It was ſome of the folks of Stirling r me a are. 
a tion. | 7 » 
Q. You wens to "Kirkineallach or Campſie or 8t. Nini 


A 


ans; pray, whom did you call on there? 


A. I called upon a Mr M.Ewan 3 miniſter; BP? Mr 
| Wheeler a miniſter, a relief miniſter. | 
Did you ever ſee them m before} 74 

. 5 15 


A. I think it was Mr M-Crofs—the man at 8. Ninians. 
Q. Where did you go next? 
S 


A. I went to Campſie. 


7 Be To. whom Wet * 


| A. 1 do not know che names of e i Camp, Ie = 
Ewan went with me. | *- 
Q, What oh of Prue by yO_ wiſh o be introduced e 2 
to? 5 185 by 
A. The Friends of the People, „ 96> . 
Q You went to Glaſgow and Paiſley at laſt? Pont, 55 
"A © 2 
Was that the utmoſt extent of f your tour ? 70u dene 8 

no Fan weſt px OOTY 


Q Had you any acquaintance in Paiſley before? „ 8 


A. No. 85 
Q. And who did you go to there? 
A. I called firſt at a Mr Haſty's there. 
Was he a Friend of the People 15 
„ 1 
Q Was he a member of = Britiſh CONE „ 
A. Yew: a 
Q. And you lelt papers with him ? 5 
A. Ves. 18 
Q_ Now, after you was at Paiſley what did yu do . 
did you come home again? 
A. Come home? I came to Glasgow, 1 
Q. Why not to Edinburgh ? why not ſtraight home 7 2 
a Ai. I came home by the Canal, but did not Fo on IT - 
9 and came home to Edinburgh. | 7 
When you came back to where did you go | 
firſt ' 
A. Straight home to my father's. N f 
Q. How long did you remain at home? e 
A. Juſt a ſhort time after veſtin gg. 
Where did you go then? Pe . hy BD 
A. To the Committee of Ways and Means. e | 
2. Was it the. uſual ty of the Committees OE” B. 
E {EE 3 
Q. Did you find any of them aſembled? e Pens ol 
K. Les. 85 271 | 
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I Thoſe eee we Me Wm, Me Bs 
die, and Mr Watt 


Q. You remember thoſe three 7 1 
. . 
Q: Now Sir, did yor report to chem the reſt of your 
«Journey © 90 5 
A, Ves. 


Q. Did you give any one of them, che-inftruions you 


bea found encloſed in the packet you received at Campbell's ? 


A. Not at that time, I gave them to Mr Watt ſome days 
Did you, after your journey was over, or on your 


way, or in the Committee, make up a liſt of the places and 


perſons to whom you gave thoſe papers, won you Dad ſeen 
in the courſe of your embaſſy? | 
A. I took a liſt as J went along. . 
1 What did you do with that liſt ? 4 
A. I gave the Eſt to Mr Watt alſo. 
2 You talked of inſtructions you found in that packet, 
was there any other paper you found in that packets differs 
ent from the two copies you intended to diſtribute? 
"£ There was another paper, N me to call at, the 


ſocieties. 5 


Q. Did you . that ps to the different foctetie ou.” 


ſaw iu the courſe: of your progreſs, as your warrant ? 
A. I never was in the focletics, but I Daves them to na 


| perſons I ſpoke with. 


Q. Do you remember what the 3 purport and te- 


nor of that comminiion was 7 


A. It was juſt deſiring me to call at nem. 
Q. Do you recollect. any thing elſe in it? 
A. It juſt directed me to call at chem, and tell what I di | 


Se L came back again. 


. Was the purport of this committon that they might 
pay credit ta. you, and receive vou , 
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ä Q. Was chat commited © bo Es: or „ penn — 
A. I don't reeolledt i es 3 by ny: . 25 : 
fons. „„ : 5 2 
Q. Yon don't recollect whether it wa Ggned or not.? 2 : = 
. 3 1 
Q. Do you recollect whether it was ſeated or. note 5 1 
A. There were ſeals at it. "1 2 
Were there no names pete to Wow ſeals? 
No. Not as I recollect. 5 | 
* When you viſited perſons in the 3 of your fours. 
ney, whom did you ſtate your authority to come from ?. 
A. I faid it was from the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
and it was ſealed. —] underſtood it was been to that 
purpoſe. 5 
Q. And the people y you themed it to, thought ſo too? 
A. 18. | | | 
Q. Whom did you give that conic to? 3 . 
A. I gave it back to Mr Watt alſo. 
Q. After your re: urn ? 5 5 ED | 
"As Yes | $7 Ok 
Q. Pray, Sir, did you defray the expenes of this journey . 
out of your own pocket, or out of what fund? _ 
A. I received from Mr Downie, about 30 ſhillings, 25 55 
Q. By whoſe order did you get that money? nk 
A. Mr Bonthrone gave me a line to Mr Watt, and Mr | 
Watt gave me a line to Mr Downie, and Mr Downie gave © 
me the money. 5 6 
Q. Look at that paper, and refrefh your memory. 5 3 
A. That is the liſt I gave in to Mr Watt. . W 
Mr Anflruther.—ls that your hand writing ? _ oY 
A. Yes. It is my hand writing. | 
Q What is that a liſt of? | - 3 
4. Some of the folks I 2 and ſome of thew 14 not 1 — ol 
call . 1 5 3 = 
Q. Did you call at all of thoſe 1 9 155 2 . 
A. No. I did not call at = 8 of: the places, EY + 
hen 1 told you. ” Ny . 
% OD png rs 0, 
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; 8 For what purpoſe Aid 3 you n as out that na? 
A. I made it out ey might be correſponded vith, 
0: Who were to hed ax: 4 5 

A. The Committe. = 
Q. Now, this is "es hand writing, is it 2 
A. Yes. 

Q. Now, read the two gel lines? | 

Lord Advocate. Begin at the top ind read the three or 
four firſt lines legibly and audibly = Wy N 8 

A. „Stirling, ſupport by money. 

Q. Tell me what word that 1 is that is next to money? 

A. It is a blank. | | 

Q. What is the meaning of that blank ? there are three 
letters and a ſtroke between them, ſee what it is and make 


it out from them? 

A. I ſuppoſe t is *courage.” 5 

Lord Aduccate. Read it on now. 
Witneſs. Stirling, ſupport by money, courage not ("OY * 
Vr Anftruther. Gentlemen, there is S——g, which he 
| hath filled up with the word, Stirling; then it goes on, 
ſupport by money, at full length; then follows C— ge, 
which he tells you, means courage; then he tells you the 
line would run: e luppert by e conrage not 
great. „ 7 
Q. What do you mean by courage not great? wire 
that paper may refreſh your memory as to what paſſed with 
Forreſt and the reſt ; tell me what is the next word, you ſay 
there is Stirling, 1 by money. epyrage not great 1 what 
comes net? . 
Lokp PRESIDENT. What paper is that? 
Mr Solicitor General. It is his own report, it means tr. 
ling, ſupport by money, but courage not great. 
Mr Anfiruther. Tell me what is the next word. 
A. I fuppoſe it means ſupport. 5 | 
Q. Cannot you tell us? 0 
1 It is a blank, 15 


« 


* You have filled up two blanks alter A tne dire, 


now fill up that. „ 1 


A. That is « 8 I pe 1 . hs 


And what are the words that a are none . 
A. © Not certain.“ DN Sa 
S There are two other little words To Y EEE, 

A. „ Support as yet not certain,” 


_ Q. Then the firſt beginning of this ; deleted back 5 
to Watt i is,“ Stirling, ſupport by money, codrage not great, 
ve ſupport as yet not certain. Now, tell me, why did you 


leave thoſe three words blank? „ 
A. T left them blannx. | 
2. Why did you leave them blank ? was LY that i it was 
not very ſafe to fill them =o ? 
Do anſwer. | 
Lord Advocate. Q. Give: an auler t to the 4 tell 
us whether your reaſon was, that you thought it not fafe or 
what? ſay one thing or the other: | | 
A. I did not like to be writing that in the li. De 
Mr Anftruther. The jury will look at the names. You 
have faid there were two papers in this bundle, one your | 
com miſſion, the other your inſtructions? : 
Q. Did you ever ſhow thoſe inſtructions to any body? ? 


- 


A. I ſhewed them to the different people I called upon- kf 


Q. Did you ſhew your inſtructions to Dr Forreſt ? 
A. Yes, I ſhewed them to all the people I called upon: 


and ſhewed them to him amoi the reſt, no doubt. 


Q. You ſhewed your commiſſion to De Forreſt and alt 


the reſt ? a . > „ 
A. Ves. | 


Q. Do you recolledt no more of whole infruftions than ws 
you have told us? becauſe if you do, Ideſire you to tell them 


now—if you do not, ſomebody elſe will, 


Lord Ad uocate. Take care 125 our lay, they « al ſaw your 


inſtructions. 85 


IWitneſs. Thoſe infirudtions I think ſpoke fomething a- 


dea a Plan, but I do not recollect the D words. 


6 


- 5 Bb3 PEE | . 


£ 


ite Arfruther. 1 don't. want 1 3 I don't defire. che 
pattieular words: but tell me what the general purport of 
your inſtructions was, as far as * recollett, and what plan 
it was it referred to? | 
A. 1 did wot ſay, the plan. 
. What did it ſay abont a plan 2 | 
A. It was ſpeaking about a plan, but I cannot Goak the 
words. I have it in my idea, it ſpoke * about 2 
plan, but I can dot ſay, . 
Q. Did it call it a great plan, or a grand plan, or webe 
thing like that did it or not? 
8 have an idea of that word being in, but I cannot tell 
e that there was the word grand plan. | 
What was the grand plan todo? 
A. What that was to do, I could not bell 
Q Was it to ſettle every thing? | 
A. I do not mind of its juſt Dal in that WAY" +... 
0G What did you underſtand it to mean at that time, 
_ a plan was mentioned in your inſtructions ? 
A. I underſtood Mr Watt ſpeaking to me. 
Q. Bat what did you underſtand it to mean? 
A. It might be that plan Mr Watt was telling me. 
Lord Advocate, You will ke wg he lays, half an hour 
after aſking the queſtion. _ | 
ö Anfiruther. Did ĩt t ſay any thing about the Commit- | 
tee of Secrecy? 
A. It ſpoke ſomething about a Committee. | 
1 What ſort of a Committee? 
A. It ſpoke about, I don't know whether it was ſecret 
or not; it is W 1 cannot keep in my ming. every 
. INT l, 
Q What did you ſay about a e wy it again; 
A. I have ſome idea that it (pate forncahing about: 2 mand 
mittee of Secrecy. Ss 1 
9. 2 Did it ſay any Ale about Britain wing "ey vou 
have told us that it ſpoke about the grand plan which Mr 


Watt : ſpoke about—did it tell 85 Fg about being free ? „ 
. 5 EO / i, 


1 1 Ob: yes or no, "i ever r you like- 

A. I think I remember of its ſaying ſomething r 

Q. Was Britain to be free when that plan was executed, 
or not? was the plan. you mentioned before to be eben, 
was that the plan that was to make Britain free or not? 

A. I tell you what 1 remember, viz. about its peaking 
ſomething about thoſe things, but I eannot ſay what. 

Q. Did it ſay Britain was to be free ; what was it, that 


4 


was to make Britain free, was it this plan ef 


* 


A. I cannot recollect the expreſſions. 
Lord Advocate. Q. What was it that was to make Britains 
free, was it the grand plan! a 8 


A. It ſaid fomething about it. 
Q. What was it that was to make Bien free—the lube 


ſtance— the ſenſe ? | 
A. I think they were different ſentences as 85 a 2 


ma ke them out. . 
What was the ſenſe of all th different 4 25 


A. It faid they 2 Britain would be mo e 


of that kind. | 
Q. But you cannot ſay whether the plan was to doit or 


not 2 5 
A. It did not ſay, eas the 0 was to > doit it or not, 


it might mean that. 


with? 
A. T bey v were e toccorreſpond with Mr Downie. 


wy - 7 54 , - 


Crof Examination by X Mr Hamilton. 8 5 


1 with to know, Mr Farley, did Mr Watt at any time 

67 to you he had any intention of maſtering the ſoldiery 
any where, of making himſelf maſter of the ſoldiers? yo 

mentioned in the former part of your depoſition you 4e 

ſome apprehenſion about the ſoldiers, and Watt faid he had 

no fear, and he conceiveil there were a great many friends, 


a and e it. I wiſh to know WHORE Watt expreſſed 
| | iel 


Q. Who were the Committee of 3 to correſpond | 


3 


bel 6; that be propoſed. the ander W be got ihe 
better of f We 5 8 
A. I don't recolle& his ever faxing any thing abou bas 
the better of the forces. _ 
Mr Erftine. I think he ſaid he made the tour 9 thoſe 
different places without any inſtructions from Mr Watt, but 
merely of his proper motive. I wiſh t to know if you have 
not ſworn this 2 © Oe oh > 
A. He gave me no inſtructions. 8 TEN 
Q. You ſaid you had no inſtruQtions to 8 to all thoſe | 
Places ? 
A. I juſt went and told them to o correſpond with: Mr 
Downie.” | 


4 DR'FORREST Sworn. | 


br 


Mr Anfiruther. Q. Where do you live ; 2 
A. In Stirling. 50 
Q. You are by profeſſion a fargeon: ? 
A. Tes. 
Q. Do you know a perſon of the name of Fairley Patt 
A. A perſom of the name of Fairley called upon me ſome ' 
time ago. I am not abſolutely certain. I think about the be- 
 ginning of May laſt. 1 think Fairjey called upon me then. 
225 1 Give the anſwer to the W Dr For- 
reſt. 
Dig Mr F. es DP to you any written or printed 
papers? + 
A. A written paper be 8 "tr talking of dome 
| little matters of indifference. 
In what manner or character did been introduce | 
himſelf, to you! 8 
A. He ſaid he was deſired to call 9 1 me by a Mr Belt 
of Edinburgh. 
Q What was the 1 pur port of the nt ” 
A. I cannot recollect at this diſtance ? „ 


9 he tell you he what e he cams to Sietiog? 
; | As 


U 


— 


WY 1 think he e was vith a view to fhew in EZ. 
hat ſituation the ſociety was. „ 
Q. You mean the ſociety of the Friends of he Peg > 
A. The Friends of the People, my Lord. £ 
Did he ſhew you any written paper ? a Eon rn 
A. He gave me three copies, of the number I am not 
| abſolutely certain, I think three, and a em a printed , 
Ithink it reſembles this very much. e ; 
Q. Look at that. W Bt 5 ; 
A. And that likewiſe. | „ 85 "4 
Q. The papers he gave you were deſtroyed 75 JT 
A. Yes, I deſtroyed them and the copy of the letter, and 1 
the copy of the regulator s gave to one Douglas, thoſethat | 
remained were deſtroyed by my friends. | INS 
Q. Now, did he ſhew you any written paper ? OLE 8 
A. Tes. 0 e 
Q. Recollect as near as you can, not the a don't 
want them if you cannot exactly ſtate them, but Nate as well 


as you can, the pop, of the written 1 he ſhewed, 


= 


you. | ” = 80 
A. 1 cannat pretend to {tate the Te purport, I will late | 
the general purport of the paper. oh 


Q. What was it about ? 5 1 
A. He mentioned that ſome money was wanted; T think * 
he mentioned Mr Skirving and ſome other ſufterers in the | 
"cauſe of Freedom, and withed the ſociety would endeavour : 
to procure ſomething for that purpoſe. | — f 
Mr Anfiruther. That is not the written inſtructions, but cx 
converſation ; I want you to ſtate the contents of his writ: ca TORS ap | 3 


inſtructions | ” | „ 
A. There is nothing a chat I can \ recolieh of his 4 


written inſtructions, except it be one part of his inſtructions. n 
Q. Speak out, and Rats that part oF his n wu | 1 
do remember. e 8 8 ; 
A. Why. I am not abfolmely certain of it. That dete were 
to be collectors "of a certain number, whether fourteen or 
| not Leannot ſay, and they were to be provided with. 
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5 . 
| ©: What did you fay? | | 
A. Provided with, or provide themlclves with. 

8 Joy. Who were to be provided? 
| . The weer, or * Peoples I don't as exattly 

' which, : 
ä Anſtruther. Provided with what ? £52 
A. I did not ſee any thing. 


Q. Was it a blank? F | 
A. Yes, it appeared to me a bin | | 
Q. Now, Dr Forreſt, what converſation had you with Mr 
| Fairley on that ſubject ? 
A. I don't remember the converſation eee 3 Iam 
ready to anſwer any queſtion ſo far as I know, but I cannot 
pretend to ſtate the whole of a converſation I do not parti- ; 
cularly remember. 
5 Q. What was the 8 of Fairey converſation with 


| you? 
WCVꝗ The import ſeemed to me to be to know in what ſtate 
e Stirling was, and to procure money for the relief of choſe 
| that ſuffered in the cauſe of reform. | 5 
1 O. Did it en to = to be Pe or improper conver- 
Iiation? 
A. I don't know 18 I am a proper judge or or not. 
hs How did it ſtrike e was it any "OR. about 
arming ? 
| A. I don't recollect that any wing ws arms was men- 
tine 
! 7 40; What occurred to you at the time to be the meaning 
1 ok that blank? 
| | A. Am J here to tate facts I polih eh know, or fill up 
That blank with what I conjecture, or not ? 
Lon PRESIDENT. The meaning of that converſation, 
you are mod if you know it, to ex lab. | | 
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1 Lous Jozrics Ci.ra > You au have had ſome idea a 


the time, tell the Court and Jury what it wass. 
Did you aſk Fairley what that biank was? - _ 

1 I really did not, Twas rather adverſe to aiking him ny 
queſtions about it. 

Why was you arched 

A. It ſeemed a little odd there ſhould. have Sh, any. 
blank. 

Q. What conſtruction aid y you put upon i it ? 

A. I fancied it might be ſomething that might. not be 
proper for me to inveſtigate or enquire into. 

LoxD PrEvDENT. What do you mean by that ſomes 


thing ? ? 
A. 1 ſuppoſe, had it been a Proper thing it would natu⸗ 


rally have been filled up. 

— 0 Did you ſuppoſe it was arms ? 

A. Yes, my Lord, I did. 

Q. Why did you not mention it before? 

A. I thought I was not to give any conjectures. 

Mr Anflruther. You have told me you ſuppoſed the blank 
was to be filled op. with the word arms, what did 8 ſay to 
Fairley uf upon thaſt? 5 

A. I don't recollect immedlat ely what paſſed. 

Lord Advacate, It having occurred to you this blank meant 


arms, did you or did you not FN Fairley to proceed 


any farther? 
A. It was 3 to kn 1 bebe 1 mentioned it 


to him myſelf. I did not wiſh to have it in our power to 


| injure any one; but he ſhould be cautious of what he faid. 


Q. Now, Sir, did Fairley accordingly ſtop upon that caus 


tion which you gave him? 
A. I don't remember what particularly followed that. 


Q Did he aſk you any thing with regard to the number 


of friends in Stir ling or its neighbourhood, of with regard 


to the friends in whom they could piace any reliance? 
A. I am realls not certain whether he did or not. 


. Fn, did Fairlcy mention to you any — with re. 
5 ©; bet! 
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; 5 mY to pikes being manufactured po b provided i in Lai n= 
burgh! N N : | 
A. I do not recollect the word ſpikes was mentioned. 


Q. Arms of any kind? 
A. Arms, I do not recllect. 


* 


Q. Weapons ? 
A. No, my Lord, —he 2 fonctking of a foes like 
one of theſe upon a bit of paper. | J 


. Say that; out to _e Jury, L * you are not conceal- 
ig the truth? | | 

A. It . was ſomething like a ſolier's halbert; we were 
talking about an invalion, or ſome ſuch thing, and we 
were aſking about ſuch things for the purpoſe of defence. 

Q. And he drew fomething like this, Upon a Pw upon 
he Rt? 

I . 

„„ Go, 

Q. After he dem has inſtrument, what did he * fur 
ther; did he ſay any number of thoſe were provided or 
providing; and where were they ſo providing ? 
XA. I don't recollect any particular number; if I recollect 
night, he ſaid he knew ſome WO who could. procure in- 

| ſtruments of that kind. 
Q. Did he mention” the name of the perſon or place 
a 2 he reſided? 25 
1 A. He did not mention the name of the perſon that 1 
5 recollect. 

Q. Did he convey to you, or did you underſtand vie: 
_ that perfon refided, from Fairley's converſation ? - | 
A. The idea I had at the time, was, it was fomewhere a- 
bout Edinburgh; I cannot: a" to 5, At it pofitive; * 


5 was my conjecture. 
Mr w Dr W did Mr Fairley re- 
main with you after e company ſeparated 8 
1 A. Yew. He ſlept i in my houſe. | : | 


_ 0: Now, I want you to'tell me what e e paſſet 
3 between rau and Nr , after the company _ x 


1 


mentioned in the printed or written inſtruQtions. 


T 205 Bo £7 2 oe 
A. Very tide. It was about miduight, and T ment very * 
1 Did hs ſay any thing about olletdor * 
A. It was mentioned I am not certain whether it vas 


<2 Did Fairley ſay any thing about them? 

A. He mentionęd ſomet hing about them. 

Q. Did he ſay any thing to yon; and I deſire you to re- 
collect, that you are a perſon in a conſiderable fituation of 
life, that you -are ſpeaking in a great audience, who hear 
you, —and above all, upon your oath; anſwer this queſtion 
diſtinctly, did Mr Fairley or not, ſay to you any thing rela- 
tive to a riling of the people, in any way whatſoever ? Now 
anſwer that queſtion diſtinctly and plain. 

A. Something was ſtated to that purpoſe ; but whether 
he afſerted it was a thing agreed upon; or as a thing that 


might poſſibly be done) or as a thing that Io happen, 5 


J cannot ſay upon my oath. | 
Q. Now, did he, or not, ſay any thing to you, ea 5 
diſarming the ſoldiers? | 
A. That was mentioned. FE : 
Q. Who was it mentioned by? | 85 
A. If I recollect it was Fairley. 
Q. Now, what was mentioned about difirming the fol- 


diers? 


A. That, my 1 1 1 heats ſo Gennady in he 


places, and in the common converſation of the day, I can- 


not pretend to ſay the particulars Fairlty related; but it oc« 

curs to me, he mentioned pad irn about een 

the ſoldiers. | 38 Th 5 
Q+ Who was to difarm them ? 
A. I don't know whether he ſaid that it b could ks doe, = 


ſeaſon ; I am not abſolutely certain of it. 
Q. Who was to do it? . 
A. He did not ſtate who was to do "FI £ n | 
* Was it the Friends of the People, or was it not 3 


S , Ae 


| by taking their arms while they were abſent, or in the * 5 5 


rom 1 


ALA He did 101 mention the Friends of the Piowts. 
4 : Q. Was it the people that ſent Fair ky ms or not be 
3 A. He did not ſax. 

. iy . Did you aadrltind, n the eien chat you 
* | had with Fairley, that this plan, ſuch as it was, was to be 
ceflected by the people who had ſent Fairley there? 

1 cannot ſay, _ my oath, 9 it was an a 
plan. 35 
Tord Advocate That k a different thing. 
Me Anftruther—I do not aſk whether it was an agreed 
thing or not—or whether a thing that might be done—or 
was to be done—if it ever was done who did you under. 
ſtand it was to be done by Did you not underſtand if it was 
* ever done it was to Iu done 8 the perſoꝝs who ſent 82 _ 
there? 
Perhaps; - © - 7 ; 
—_-- Q. Don't you tell me perhags—was that ye ! . 
® A. Yes, my Lord. 
Q Did Fairley tell you any thing or. not rel eating ie 
priſoning certain people at Edinburgh ? 
A. So far as I recolle& he mentioned ſome people were 
to be put up—but he did not ſtate names as far as I recol · 
lect. 
Q Bat fie people were to be put up—to be impriſoned? 
A. That is what I meant, 
Q. Who were. they to be put up by? 
2 A. I ſuppoſe the ſame prope that were to ſeize and cake 
ti older ms. 
2. Did you underſtand from the canrentaiclr -this was 
to be done by the people who ſent Fairley to the 2 8 10 : 
A. Yes, my Lord, „„ 
8 Q. Did Mr Fairley tell you. any . fay any thing 
Wes to you about certain progle in . . of their 
: s 4 conduct? 5 : 
F Yes my Lord-wthat probably ſors would repent—or 
7 regret their conductor ſome ſuch words. 
2 Now i: 1 anderes N not thoſe people who 
5, | . be 0 


K 


were to be made to repeut their condutk the people that 


were meant to be put up "+; 
A. I underſtood S 


Q. Certainly” it would have been much better for a gen- 


- 


tleman-in your fituation of life to have told this ſtory plain- 


ly than to have had it ſerued out of you in the manner it 
has been I aſk you now WRe 288 deũred you to c , 


pond with 5 


A. I think he mentioned what money was to wn 
ted on the bebalf and reief of TROP nee,” Was to hed 


ſent to a Mr Downie.. 


Q. Now, I aſk you again and I defire you to revatio . 


what it was Fairley ſaid to you with reſpect to collectors 
or what their duty was to be u hat they were to do- were 


they to be for every fourteen or fifteen members the ſociety 


\ conſiſted of? 
A. Yes. 


. What were has colleCtors to do over theſe fourteen 


or fifteen ? 


A. He did not ſtate what- they were to Fe 


Q. Were they to collect nothing but money? 


"4 


A. He did not ſay any thing elſe but money. 
Q. Upon your oath were the collectors to Rn the 


people whether they were to riſe or not ? 


A. He did not ſay fo. 


Q Did you underſtand that from him yp. 


A. I had that idea. 


Q. Did you gather that idea from the e converſation you 


had with Fairley ? 
A. Les, I did. 


1 


* 


Mr e to the 1 gathered the 155 5 


the collectors were to head and command the people when 5 


they did rife, from the converſation with Fairley. 
Q. Had you no other converſation about dee! ? 


A. None that I recollect. 


C What led to hs converſation between F ey and | 


4 


. 


* 


* 
W 


'  table?. _ 2 


\ 


F p that 
L 5 4 t % 
E 4 5. 
- 4 4 1 * 
*. 
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— vpon which Pinder ihe pn of » pike open he 


A. The dungen we were 0 of a was 5 the proſpect of; an 
invaſion, © 
Q. Had you any . about a Convention > 
A. The Convention was mentianed. | 
Q. What was faid about a Convention? | 
A. I don't recollect— there was s ſome talk ! it—T, can= 
not recollect it. 
Q Was it that there was to wk 2 W or ne? 
A. They expected there was to be a Convention. 
Q. Where was the Convention to meet? 
A. It was not known. 
Q. Was it to meet in Scotland or England? 
A. I don't know, 
Q. Had you no een about it ? 
. 
4Q. What was it? 
A. Little more than what I 1 told you. 
Q. You have told me nothing yet, you have told me you 
bad a converſation about a Convention; what was it? 
A. It was faid a Convention was to _— but no time 
nor place mentioned. 
Q What ſort of Convention was it, was it of the Royal 
; Burghs ? 1 

A. It was a convention milar to, that which met in 
Edinburgh, of the friends of the people. 

Q. You was a member of that Convention? ? 

A No. | 

Q_ You was a member F of the wy of the Friends of 
the People? 5 1 237 | 
A. TT wh, 85 5 [| 


4 


' 


* 


Crofe N 


Mr N Q. Pray, was it your own conjechirs or 
a 28 tell 797 8 were concerted meaſures taken; 


* 


verſation of Faw with you ? 


- 


that it was abſolutely a fixed x matter there was to be A riſing 


| here? 9 


A. I gathered that Sou the purport of hls s language. 

Q. What did you gather? 

A. That the people who were provided with fock tk 
ments might defend themſelves in caſe of an attack. 

Q. That was the conjecture you gathered en the con- 


* 


No Laſer. 
Mr A Did you or not from the . of 


Fairley's converſation gather that there was to be a n ok 


the people, and ſeizing the foldiers arms? 
A. . ; | 
Q. Did you ever ſee a circular letter agned 2 T. h. 
A. I don't recollect it. 5 | 
Q. Did you ever fee that letter, or a ſimilar letter ? 
| (chewing him a Werden 
A. No, my Lord, I never ſaw it. | 
Mr Anſtruther. I want now to read this JE WE letter 
which has been proved by witneſſes, and is alſo proved to 
have been carried by Fairley round the country; It is the 
printed. circular letter from the Committee of _—_ and 


Means. 5 | 5 
«« FELLOW . 5 

At a time when power a to be making ſuch capil 

* ſtrides amongſt us, while the friends of freedom are per- 


© fſecuted and hunted down on every ſide, and the genuine 


* principles of the Conftitution repeatedly violated by thoſe 
© who at the time they are profeffing their attachment to 


| it, are aiming the ſecret blow which undermines it, the 
friends of peace and reform in Edinburgh call upon their 
85 br ethren throughout the kingdom: : we call upon you to 

0 


warn you of your danger; we would remind you-of the 
« preſent melancholy flate of affairs, our commerce di- 


miniſhed, our manufactures drooping, the induſtrious 
“ poor wanting bread, and the mingled cries of the widow 


0 and orphan GY the ears of Heaven! Theſe, theſe 


are 


” * 


Ld " 
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* are only a part of the cruel eltets of the wolf ations 
« and bloody war, the end of which is wrapped up in a 
« gloomy obſcurity, which has ſcarcely one ray of hope to 
ic henetrate or illumine; in the mean time we behold arm- 
«ed aſſociations forming 1 in different parts of the country; 
&© we ſe the partial ſelection of citizens who are entruſted | 
« with arms, and ſhudder in contemplating what * be 
the motive of this alarming. and novel procedure.” 
W « Under theſe circumſtances, what is our reſource ? Ci. 
e tizens, there is but one thing that can reſcue us, a com- 
« plete Reform in Parliament. Let us not be awed into 2 
« ſervile ſubmiſſion by any illegal artifices. Let us not fink 
4 before the blaſt of oppreſſion, but let us unite firmer than 
ever, and the number of voices that call for redreſs of 
« our grievances ſhall yet be heard; but 1 never let us re- 
c linquiſh this Great Work. | | : 
Remember, that till we are fairly Ne lente no check 
* can ever be oppoſed to the ſtrides of power; but we may 
be cruſhed beneath its weight, like a worm beneath the 
« foot of the paſſenger. | 
&« Tn the mean time, we ſend you a few rules which are 
« drawn up for the uſe of our own ſocieties ; we recommend 
them to you, and hope they will be equally ſerviceable, 
c A Committee of Union is appointed here, to expreſs the : 
e united wiſhes of tHe ſeveral ſocieties; and a Sub-commit- 
ee tee which is called the Committee of Ways and Means, 
ce as treaſurcrs for the united ſocieties, and a centre of union 
«for all Friends in Scotland. Through their medium di- 
ct rections and inſtructions will be given. The money put 
« into their hands will be accounted for, and diſburſed in 
« ſuch a way as ſhall be molt re to promote our 
« Great Cauſe. If therefore, you hab: any ſums collected 
„beyond what your immediate exigencies require, or if you 
% can collect any among your friends, though they thould 
6 nor be meinbers of ſocieties, you are requeſted to remit 
« the ſame to M - 4 118 Edinburgh, who is ap- 


8 4250 to receive the ſeven! ſums for the Committee. 
6 WES 0 | « We 


B e 5 5 „ 
* wre thould alſo wiſh to be informed of the 1 
« Friends which you have, on whoſe patriotiſm: you can rely 
« with the moſt implicit confidence, and who you are ſure 
„ will ſpare no exertion whatever in een che en, 
« Cauſe in which we are engaged, | 
„We would thank you to communicafe the beſt PREY 
e of making our mutual ſentiments known to each other, 
60 and the perſon to whom our letters may be addreſſed with 
Ly the greateſt. ſafety. Direct your letters as above, for Mr 
44 We beg for an 8 W all convenient 
25 « ſpeed, and remain, "IMS 
% Your Brethirew wi Flow Cs, | os 
„ The Committee of W. i 1 oe 
Which means Ways and * Fe. 
Mr n We will read n rolled or two of this 
paper, called, Fundamental Principles or Regulations'of the 
6 eee * the two firſt e after the NUTR 54866 


or Fundamental Principles of the Societe | # 
« The Committee of Union is compoſed of perſons ap- 


4 pointed by the people to look after their intereſt ; and 


<« are conſequently amenable for their conduct to the people. 
Therefore the people have the power of depoſing by means 
« of a petition to the Preſident, of the Committee of Union, 


and by him reported to the n for mice in wy » 


te of their repreſentatives, 


F ad 


Second, As, repreſentatives, this 8 of Unian 5 


* arc inveſted with every power their conſtituents can claim ; 
* the will of the conſtituent at the appointment of his re- 
„ preſentatiye is, that he watch over his intereſt as a mem- 
ber of the community, but the will of the conſtituent is the 
conſtituent himſelf, Therefore jf a repreſentative is at- 
&« tacked in the diſcharge of his duty, his conſtituents are 
* bound by nature, N and honsur t to defend 


* 


v alf. I would call your attention l 
D 1 . 


\ 


£ 
+, 


Pan of * and baun. a" Commlitee 2 : 
| Ways and Means. ; 


| « Each ſociety ſhall appoint one or e e the 
* te moſt active and intelligent to be Collectors of Money, and 
„„ each of thoſe Collectors are to have the ſuperintendence 
1 of fiſteen or twenty perſons, whom they are enjoined to ſit 
te as oft as their time may allow. What money they may 
6e collect is to be delivered to the Treafurer of their different 

ſocieties eyery week. | 
& 2d, Such Collectors are permanent, unleſs diſqualified 
te by inattention or otherwiſe, They are to meet with the 
6 Committee of Ways and Means to 5 2 progreſ 9 once 

bo every t three weeks, 


/ = In” - V. af the Extent of Delegation. 0 


@ ft, The election of delegates, to the Committee af 
"© Union, takes place on the firſt Thurſday of February, 
May, Auguſt, and November, annually, | 
4 2d, Each ſociety ſhall ſend a delegate for every twelve 
i members to the Committee of Union, with a letter, ſign- 
de ed by the Preſident and Secretary, for the time being.— 
Ho ſpon an addition of twelve is made to any fociety, 
1 that ſociety is entitled to ſend an additional d:legate.— 
de But no ſociety, howeyer mne out, can "had more that 
e three repreſentatives, : 
Id, The powers of ſuch e eee call continue 
only for three months, at which period, they mult either 
9 be derrlaca, or others choſen i in their room. 


XVI, x 


0 iſ, The ſocieties ſhall adopt fadh repnbin: 'ons, and RY 
00 here to ſuch inſtructions as the Committee of Ways and 
= -:- 55 Means may think proper to iſſue, after being fapRtioned | 
. & by the Commit: ee of Uns. 5 
hs _ 2d, No member ſhall introduce religious topics into de: 
3 den ere eee. either at the ga- 
. By ; we 


4 


tt 
& 


ts 


11 


f u 1 


ring or dien of the ſocieties, bent Ever this it 
that tends to ſtrife _ n muſt be avoided; Es 


„ 3ſt, The Committee of Union 1 cacer'bnge u week 
and elect a preſident every meeting, according as their 
names ſtand in the roll. No member is to en woes 

ſelf, without aſſigning ſatisfactory reaſons: / 1? 
« 24, The ſecretary ſhall continue in office three e | 
during which period, he has the keeping of the bopks. 


« 3d, It ſhall be eligible in any perſun, properly delega- 
ted from any part of the thtee kingdoms, to be members 
of this Committee. But no foreigner” can be admitted. 


* 4th, No delegate ſhall fend another perſon in his room, 


" 6 


when he is prevented from attending Himſelf. 


_ « gth Both the preſident and ſectetary-are ſubje@ to the 


© ſame Jaws that ms the 2 99 5 9 I oat __ 


eties. 


© 6th, IG is allowed to weak ii the diſeuſion of any | 
queſtion but once, unleſs to explain. | 


- 4 4th, The roll is to be read by the fache r 


6c 

10 
60 
tc 


ec 


: 4 


meeting, ſo ſoon as the preſident takes the chair, Which 
he muſt do preciſely at eight o*clock, after which the mis 
nutes of the preceeding TY. are * Ten and | the order 
of the day called: 


& 8th, The Committee of Wy and Means maſt weben | 


progreſs once a week: | 

« gth, No member is allowed to aſs or — ap! in- 
jurious reflections on another, neither in the Committee 
of Union, or in the ſocieties, without firſt fubmitting the 
grounds of his accuſation to the Committee of Ways and 8 


and Means, and they to report to the Committee of U- 
nion, if (upon examination) they ſee ſufficient was 
r 

„ x6th, The name of the accuſer is not t to be 24. ab- 


* unlefs the Committee of Ways and Means conſider 
e e . 


* R * 


1 J 
WE” «the 1 accuſation . ttentien e 
> « Committee of Union 3 as 

. „ Arth, Di ſintereſtedneſs, wat ku 0 "on to . 

one another; muſt prevail, not only amongſt the members 

4 of the Committee of Union, but amongſt all the ſocieties. 

. * kath. Heroiſm, and magnanimity of ſoul nwſt be cnl- 

* et tivated and ſtudied, and every one muſt endeavour, in a 

5 <6 prudeiit manner, 10 vie, who will be moſt inſtrumental in 

3 | « forwarding the glorious canſe:;;=<for, mdependent and en- 
DE *:Jarged minds give honour and preference only to merit. 


Ne. Lbs relative zo the Committee of whe and Me, cans. 


. ſt: The Committee of Ways and Means is permanent, 
and the members of it have the power of expelling any 
<, one or more of its members, for miſeonduct or inattention. 

. 24d, They have the nomination to any vacancy in their 
on body, alſo a eee er to meet where, 2 me. | 
hen they plc: 8 12 $ 

« 3d, It ſhall conſiſt of no more than ſeven, x nor can Ic 

& than four perſons. 1 
| -& 4th, The preſident and 1 of * Ct of 

Union ſhall examine the money tranſactions of the Com- 
1. mittee of Ways and Means, once every four weeks.“ 


© "ROBERT ,ORROCK Sworn, 1 


. Mr Dalla 1 think you are a mich 2 
. ene | 
1 | Q. You live at the Ra SY 1250 | 
| . p 
Q You area member of the Water of Leith Soctery? 7 
e 
. And I beliengea member of the Commires of Union? 
as 4 ale, a member of the Convention ? 2 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now Robert, rerollect Tas. Fra you 8 de · 
ing preſent at the Oe of 2 about the EY 


; Tt 313 1 N 1 
of May, when they talked ef ſending arm into bee s - 
I mos 
Q You dow? reclleft that? 5 2 
C When dil you fit hear bout arms at all? 


«As It was before that. e | 
Q. At what time was it? N 30 N 
A. I dare fay it was in March. 1 ae i eee. 

the latter end of —o ( (( x 3 
C'\Wwewr? 75 TILT 1 by. ah, 

A. It was in- George Roſe's: „ ior 5 i os ö . 
Q. About what time in March was it ? WR, 12 8 
A. I ſuppoſe it was near the end of March. 4 


Q. Do you recollect who was 2 at George - Roſs Sy 
when this converſation took place? 

A. The firſt time that ever I heard i it mentioned, was at ; 
a reading of the newſpapers, when were preſent, Mr 55 
Mr M*Ewan, and Mr Downie, I believe. TE ut 

Q Do you recollect what was ſaid at that time? tell 1 us 
as near as you can rernember, ths ſenſe and purport: of mh 
converſation. 4 

A. The fenſe of the cotiveificew was, —it | was in th 
News about an invaſion, —tbey began to ſpeak about it. and 
they were faying, that there were ams come+to the Gold- 
ſmiths?. hall gentlemen ray was the ſenſe, 1 * to 
the beſt of my recollection. 

Q. Any . more faid to thay beſt of your recolettion, 
Rahbert? 4s 

A. Any tung more e (che next thing I heard 
ſaid, but I could not ſay poſitively, who it was that ſaid it, 
We had better apply for ſome of them.—-It was likewiſe- 
ſaid; that there was none that was for a reform; that ow 
apply, to the beſt of my recollection. 1 | 

Q. Do you recollect any thing more paſting? 

A. Yes.—l recollect of its being faid, but I canld not po- 
1 fag of Er Dona it was Mr Wart that ſaid, - 


* 


| "£20 214 1 
that there unt no law in being, that could hinder, ws tom 


| getting arms,—l am not certain 1 
Now, did Mr Watt 3 you at IE bann the 
courie of the month of . ar W after that time? 
KA. Le: $72 
„ Do you remember bis coming to. enquire 11 2 had. 
made a certain obey e | 
Ai Yau 1. ee e WEEDS L 
3 did ke ſay ? | r 
„ 7 hg: aol hin ct PG 
Q. What time might that be? os ict e 2h 
A. Sometime in April. » Ts 
Om did * ſay oT 7 t Se ul 
Q. And 5 aſſed! then ? wet? 5 | 5 
A. He aſked me to make one of another patter: * 
Q. You ſhowed him one as a pattern # + yori! uf 
A. No. He did not foe . 
Q. How did he know what pattern? 
A. He aſked, I ſuppoſe he was told e 1 hewed hia- 
Q. What faid Watt to that? 


A. He faid he thought ſuch a pattern mould be better ; 


1 was a kind of a draft. TH | 
Q. He ſhewed you a * of a amen, bret "0p 
Ry OS een, | 4 2 
. What did he 6? e 


> 


A. He aſked me to male dne, and bing i 6s in to en him | 


* 


Q. Did you ME in What 18 had made . 

mY Yoo fi 77 SS % nan 

1 Wert? 20 o . 

A. To George Ness 1h 7 | 

2. Wug were there preſent when [you as 1 By Os 
A. There was Mr Watt, Mr Downie Mr Bonthrone, 
Mr MF. wan; and another man, that ae e 

What did you do'?: 5 

A. 1 ſnewed them it | 

<E OY what did they ch to that 172 


„4A. He 
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A. He ws looking at n. nnn N : 

2 Who aſked you? ee CH A 

A. Mr Watt. we EE SR e ee 

Q Aſked you for what? | „ 

A eee avert ate eG which I did. +" 
He aſked mer before I went away, if I would leave it — - 4 
him all night, and I faid I would, and did ſ Mv. — 
Q. When did you ſee Mr Watt again? e 

A. I ſaw him that ſame night again. S — _ 

Q. And when did you ſee him, after that 6 2 5. i 


A. I don't know, but jt was at Goarga * 1 faw bim 
after that. : 
Obo you remember Me Wat coming to your hp at 
the Dean, a few days after that : EE 18 = 
A; l eee DIY FR] | 
Q. Do you remember it? = Ii 5 
A. „ „ of , 
Q. How long bee that might it ba eng to your _ 
A | 
A. About the firſt of May: | 
6 He came to Tome ra at er Dean, an what 6s he | 
deſire you to do? | 
A. He defircd me, that vight at Grarge Roſs, to make 
8 few of them, IS. * 
Q. A fes of what? SN (> 959 cena 25 Ol 
A. A few of theſe weapons. e 
2. Thele croſs pikes? Sg 
A. Yes ;-—a few, without any number.. 


Q. Did he deſire you to Ay any other fort N. f pike? 1 
K. | PI | | 
Q. How many of that other ſort ?: . WF. 1 =o 
A. He ſaid two or three dozen. e 1 


Did he alk Wins wok . .conld make 6 in 2 
reek ? | | 
A. Yes. Me, * my two men. 5 e f 
„ e e e e | 
4 F fad mr” . e eee 


: GT, : T 2 216 1 
A Dia yon ſee Mr Watt ſometime alter that? ED 
A. Oh! but there was more paſſed then. 8 


Q. Tell all that paſſed. 
A. When he ſaid how many could I aides in a week and 
my men, I ſaid that quantity z but 1 faid poſſibly none; Oh 


3 


| aid he, I am not upon that; that is not my meaning; 1 


took it he conjectured he had aſked me the price; and I 
was really conſidering, at the ſame time he was calculating 
the price what I could afford them at; becauſe, when I 
told him with n to the price,——poffibly 1 W make 
ne. 5 2 

Q. v Was there any dis elſe paſſed ? | 

A. He did aſk me to make two or three dozen of each 
kind. 

Q. Now, you faw Mr Watt bone time afterwards 1 
you-not? 

A. Yes. And he likewiſe ſpoke and aſked me, if * 
could get any en for them ; I * I dare ſay 1 might; 
that J could. we ; 

Q. Did any thing more paſs at that time? | 

A. I do. not recollect. * | 

Q. Do you recolle& Mr Watt coming to enquire. at your 
ſhop afterprards, if you had made any progreſs in your work? 

A. It was the day he was enquiring whether I had made 
any progreſs, in George Roſs's. He aſked me to make a 
few, and then, when he came, he aſked me what Progreſs 
had made. 

Q Do you remember receiving a meg from Watt, by 
< perſon you did not ow 5 

e 

0 What meſſage v was theo brought to you? 

A. He was twice there. When he came firſt, it was aſk- 
ing, if there was ſomething done, which I did not like to do 
at that time, when Mr Watt was out with me; I told him ] 
had not made any, for there was one of my men away; he 
2 that was a pity, and he aſked me, whether I could get 


; 1 ae 1 —— 1.5 * 1 had not been in the 
252 0 7 ci town, ; 


„ t ai. * es 
wn jak 4d 8dt ſay: he was to ſeek a Han but Mr! 
Td ſome days after, ſaid, Mr Watt had a kind of a mat 
for me: Hut I never ſaw een, did he tell me that 
- he i 
AL aſk you, what the mellage was, this neon e- 
for brought you from Mr Watt „ | 
Ns anſwer. - — 
* Conti Ilow do vue lee 4; was 2 meſlge fon 
Mr Watt, if you did not know the man ? | 
No anſwer. _ -, "E 
Lord Adwrate.—How me __ know 1 this perſon cams 


— 


* 


LY 


7 


A. He told me: Th 

p- r Erſkine. That is hearſay: _ | | 
Mr Anftruther..-Let us aſcertain the delivery of the wel⸗ 
ſage; tlie man is not far off, and he will tel you from hom 
he received it. 3 

A. He was aſking me about crak the aiftrumenics'y if 
I had got any of them ready; ; I ſaid e were e 4 

Who was that perſon ? 

A. It was Martin Todd: 

Q. What meſſage did Martin Todd bring to 1 

A. It was aſking me what I had made, or got made, or 
was I making them; that was his firſt meiliges E told bee 55 
I was making them: | 

Q. Who did ke; ſay he brought this cactf5ps ben: 

A. From Mr REE 

. Who was the ſecorid meſſage dom * 1 

A. The ſecond meſſage was ſhewing me two Shak? | 
Q. Look a wp the PE and . if you an ſee een | 
them? 


A. I Gs one of N 


| from Watt? | | | | Y 


* 


What did be tell you? . 5 ; {0 


A. He deſired I would make mine in « ke e | 
faid 1 would not; and if 1 wo map Ty would bave LE 


none of them „ 


Q. Why would not you make FIN of that for, Mr Or- 
rock? | 
Ee e AS: A. 1 
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| Fi nad 1 . | 
- i 1 had a little more alarm in de at that time. 
N Now, what was your alarm for at that time? _ 
A. I can give you thatz did not at firſt know how ma- - 
ny there was of them. ; . 
Q. When did you take the alarm 5 1 EO. 
A. ie was when with him, Willie Brown « came out to 


; me. 


XY Wh was he J 

A. . 

Q. Where did he live? 

A. He lives at Gooſedub —T fay William Fro came 

os to me, and aſking me; ſays he, you are making ſo and 

fo; I was at a meeting of the Friendly Society that night; 
and he'ſent for me out, and he aſked me, if I was making ſo 
and ſo for Watt; and then aſked me, what would we. do 
for ſticks and I ſaid, what was to hinder us to get ſticks? 

He faid there would be thouſands wanted. 

Mr Anfiruther. I am deſiring him to explain the cauſe 
of his alarm. Q. Why was you alarmed? _ 

„AK. Berauſe thouſands would be wanted in the firſt place. 
 TJamareſligg you when Watt ſpoke to me, he ſpoke in no 
5 ſort of ſecret way} but very open. William Brown feemed 

all in hidh 

WY Why Bay you ed, Robert ? you 3 if 

| | thoulands of zem were wanted, you would have more trade. 

A. It was not for that, becauſe, if there had been thou- 


4 


5 "Gods Wanted, I could make thouſands as well as fifty, that 


did not alarm me in the leaſt. 

Q. What did alarm you? 

A. Iwill give you that; becauſe, in a them, did not 
like t being in ſuch a hidling concealed manner; I N 
there need not be ſo much hidling. | 
Q How many of theſe pikes did Watt order from you 

altogether ? ; 
A. Mr Watt ſaid, to my 3 A can make : 6 
dozen i in one works and then he came to five e 


N 219 1 „ „ 
. Did you ev r hear any 22 about — — 
top of a gate? 1 | N „ 
Q. Now, 'who told you wo. thing a about ther bag b. 
the. top of a pate? | 43 
A. Mr Watt. 0 . z 1 > 55 a | 
Q Wbat did be ff? bt nt hs re rad fe OH 5 
A. He faid; what would I fay when 1 was making * 3 3 
ſuppoſing none of them finiſhed ? what would I ſay to i nʒ-— 
quiſitive people that 2 be —__ of me? 1 anſwered 1 oo» 


N A 
„ * 


7 


don't know. N 5 5 " 
Q. What did he then ar to you? 7 ee = 
A. That1 might ſay they were for the top of a 'gite or * 3 
railing. Com hm 1 
Q. Did you ever ſer ſuch e of as theſe by hve the 2 « | ' 
0 - 1 | RE 
A. I have ſeen e like th Araight one. | "oY 
Qs Did you ever ſee the cn ones on the _ ofa a 16. . 
A. No. 8 
Q: Did you ever ſee WET the croſs ong 
| of a halbert? 
r 
Q. Was there any Mas faid er wt 
A. He ſaid, 1 might la them by or P 4 then b 
as made. v7, of tf | Nute, 
Q Did not you think it very odd tha 
you theſe were for the top of a gate ? ub | 
A. No, I was never much alarmed at that, e LE _ 
Q. What were the perl for ? | . „„ 
No anſwer. 
Q. Had vou an order for any more " theſe than fire 
dozen? | | | 
A, 1 had rx no more, EEE. SEL ; 
Q. You got alarmed about hem? = 7 e 
1 „ WH 
Q. Why was you 3 ? 3 Feet a4 you chink 9 
ey were for when they were beſpoke? | 
| TEE. 8 1 Bo 
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. T thought they were teh ere. for the coun 
ty in caſe of invaſion. | 
Q. What did you think 0 


13 K. I did net think there was occaſion for any h 


Q. Did you not think yy were Me ran tor et. 
A. I did. | 


Faq Q. Where were they to ſend t tho ples? 


A. He did not tay, 1 


N Q He neyer mentianed any aupber;? who w was s to po 


you for theſe pikes ? 

A, Mr Watt, 1 knew no other, 1 fuſpeated u 1 to be th 

aymaſter, 

Was you ever tal ſomebody elle Was 80 be your eh: 
wens | YL 

A I yas hy Mr MiEwan, n 

Q. And who was you to be 25 by? 

A. By Mr Downie, _ 

. Did you not think it a very odd thing ou hol 
pe ordered by one man and paid for by another 
A. bat was part of wy regſon, as I ng you before, for 
my being alarmed. 5 

Q. You thought it an odd thing that ber mould be 
pr dered by one man, and paid for by another N. n was ta 
„ thoſe pikes? 8 | 

A: T'don't know what he intended, but he did 5 not 00 ta 
bee was te get them. | 

-Q Did you ever 1295 home * pies? | 

A. Home where. 

To Mr Watr's ? 

_ A. I never did. | 

.Q What became of them that you made ? were iy ber. 
d by any Sheriff Officer ? EY 

. 

* vou inen up at the fame hd. 

1 AS there were e foe i in the ſhop chat » were not Gniſh- 


Auer tht wr i your op gin? 7855 - ; 
| A. No 


, "RX: 47 
"ns " ax 1 5 IT 


Ala che EE 

Q. Some of thoſe on the table are + of you daking g ; 
ib F 

Q. What heenme of thoſe that 1 were not 80.7 N 7 

= That is what I cannot . 


Q. Robert, was * of the Gomes of 
VO P'. 4 

N Where id 8 Se rt e E < 

A: It met in Gearge Ros... 4 et 

Q. What was the purpoſe of that Committee be: Vaioo 5 

A. There was no other purpoſ: than meeting and getting 
news from other ſocieties; and there was to be a Conven- 
tion; and the Betting up w for TR . n * 


to go to it. 
Loxp PRESIDENT. He Ga all in his Hop were not 


" {and di; Lat 4 a 
„. know certainly they were not call got, 1 came * 8 
long with what was got. 
Q. Did you know where the reſt cm * ; 
A. The reſt were juſt in the ſhop. _ 2 SY 550 57 155 3 
Q. Were they all open in the thop: SP 2 % | 
A. There were none hidden. V5 YM 
| Q.; How came they to take fome and 1 was e TY 4 De 
A. Becauſe they were nat in the ſame place. 
Q. How came they not to be in the ſame place ob 
A. They were lying under the vice board. Always ee 5 
| we ſoften any iron, we ſhoot them in the aſhes, and there 
were two or three of them lying i in the aſhes, and the reſt 
were below the vice board. I will give you all candidly. : 
Q Now, you ſay, this Committee of Union was to chuſe 
N members from another Conupſttee to collect 1 for 
them?; 
A. No, 1 underſtand it was always i in the ck 8 
tee ; they were leading. .men, and there was n . 5 
5 3 got 15s. from us. | 
* 3 was that Convention to do * 


; * 
85 L . 
— 
„* 
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1 21 


1 * Lier heard | it was for nk thing but to meet for 
Univerſal RANT 5-54 
Now, Robert, did you ever r hear of any Committe of 
Wigs and M=? Tel e 
VVV . 
Q. Do you know of any Committee of Ways and Ions? 
A. Ves. 
Q. Do you know that Watt was a member? 2 
| A. Yes. 
BY 1 W_ Do you know that Downie was a member ? ? 
„neee, Robert, who was - £6 ane the Ricks for theſe ? 
A. I ſaid I could get them made by different 1 z to 
che beſt of my reeollection 1 mentioned Mr Black. 
2 How many ſticks were to be wanted? 
A. I Vas to get ſticks for as many as I was to make. 
3 1 hav ever hear ee 21 about lame thouſand 
5 8 . 
2. Then, I believe you were determined not to * any 
5 more pikes after what you had += 15 i 5 
: — eee 209 
1 Tun, did you determine ſo? 1 | 
| A. Ethought it at firſt was not for that intent, dad 1 be- 
gn to be alarmed as to the hidlings of thew, I could not 
4 Lr e ſay what they were for. | 
Q. Did you not begin to be frightenedbecauſe you thought 
a few Pikes gr rg as en get Tae end you I in mics 
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as a petition? 
A. I never had that i in view. 
Q Lou began to be frightened 2 £1 6 
F A. I did, becauſe 1 did not know FO uſe he intended to 
make of them. ? 
1 1 Did Mr Watt ever give you y ati for pikes be. | 
A. Never. 35 
% 


'Q Dia ever any Pen oe 1705 orders for pikes? 

. 

Q. Did you ever know any ak body that deat chat 
manufacture? . „ 

„ ws 

Q. Now, Robert, you aid ſomething ns 4 pike which | 
you had made before Mr Watt Rey this of you? 
„ 

. What has become of that ? 5 

A. 1 don't know, it was left with Mr Watt. | 

A. That was the pike you left with Mr Watt the Leſt. 
night? 1 1 5 | | 

A Yes : . 

Q. Who employed y you to make that? 

A. I did it immediately * I told you: that in my 
firſt declaration. 

Q. I know nothing of a declaration you. ds any Shae. 
but here; who employed you to make that pike ? BY 

A. Nobody. 

Q. You made it for yourſelf ; 5 

A. Yes, when they were ſpeaking of ps I N 1 would 
make arms for myſelf. 

Mr Anfiruther. In the Cs of Union. there Was a 
diſcourſe about making of arms. he told the Committee he 


* 


; 


would make arms for himſelf; Watt wanted to ſee a pike he 


had made be ſaw that and employed him. - 
Q. Watt ſaw the firſt pike you Os Pot at 
A. Yes. | | | 2 


Croſs Examined 1 vg. Mr Hamilton. 


Q You faid Watt told you, you «might 7 aer were for 
the top of a . 
A. eee | | 

Q. How did he expreſs unde, did he ſeem ſerious 0 or 
in ho 2 


A. No, | 


Y 


—— — „ 2424—·ö—?ß — — 
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A. be did not ett erde; * did not or hy they * 
to be made in a concealed manner, but juſt to tel- any offi- NY 

| © ous perſon they were made for the top of a gate. 9 5 
f ©. When you are making any thing in your ſhop, is it. 

dommon for you fo 72 it is made bo one thing when . is 
mäuade for another? wg 
8 A. When a man comes and A: ſuch queſtions, I call it 
fiſhing that I thought they had very littly buſineſs with, 
22 Is it the uſual direction of thoſe that employ you, to 
tell thoſe who aſk you about it, that you are making ſuch 
work for one purpoſe when you are making it for another ? 

A. No, Sir. ; 

Mr Anſtruther. He has never ſaid people gave him that 
direction. FINN ; 

' Mr Hamilton. Do you ſorties get directions "GR peo- 
ple that employ you to ſay things are made for one r 
tat are made for another? 

A. To inquiſitive people I have, in certain things; dut it 
is not common nor a cuſtomary ting. 
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MARTIN TODD, Sworn: 


„ Dundas. I underſtand you don't any eaſily ? 
A. No, I am hard of hearing. 6 
i Q. You are a ſmith, are not © ks 
A. Yes, Sir. thi 
Q. And I believe you aber to the Calton Society of 
- RE the Friends of the e did not you? WES 
3 Ves, Sir. af e > 
A. Do you remember receiving A meffage from Mr Watt 
to carry to Mr Orrock ? recollect yourſelf 190 take oo 
time N 55 
A. I remember gung with one. 
* What did you go for? 
1 X. I went to Mr . unh bundle and wy 
= Q. For what? 


vx 


/ 


= A. I eanngt fay what it ik was Se 
-q bf - To Q. What 


| Q What did Watt Jefire you to 0 to Orrocckx?ꝛ 
A. I don't remember an hing. material he deſired me 
to ſay; he ordered me to give bim a . 1 gave it 10 
Mr Oral? „% nate ite cf = om woo off — 
Q. What . n ä 
A. I don't knew perfectly what it was. 1 beliewe it was 
one of thels things, n at the . on the table in 
Court.) | e 
Mr Anftrother. We ſhould call that 2 pike at x parcel? 
A. But it was in a parcel when I had it. 


> 


Q. Was it opened my e in N preſence ? | BY 7 
| Y Ir Was. — 125 1 TER ; 75 | Py 7 + 
Q. What was the egg 2 * 0 ROLE We 2 


A. He ordered me to take it back te Mr Watt witk bis 
compliments, and that he "ras going on "_ SO as 


faſt as poſſible. © 7 nt © 9 
Q. What things ? 204 402% va Fob 3 
A. The things that were in the parcel. TE OT 
Q. What things ? 5 1983 N 


A. Things like this 1 ſuppoſe, (pointing to che. weapons 
on the table.) 85 

2. What became of them then? 

„ brought them back and gave them to o Mr Watt. 

Q. There were two meſſages you carried? 4 

A. No, Sir, not that 1 W at e 1 don't 
_ WE there were two. a 

Mr Dundas, Q. Did you underſtand ns Orrock nd te 
employ ps 5 | 5 


pa - WILLIAM BROWN, Senior, Called... | 


"Hh My Lords, 1 want my 2 I have been ep N 


theſe four months in goal. 
Lord Advocate. I ou are called here to give your evidence, 


. 
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"5.8 ' . . 
5 * —＋ TY BD * „ „ 4 
4 | 2 ee BROWN, Sworn. a 

2 . F ; 


_— be | Q. Do you know a pron ofthe mume of Roberton? 
'Y . | 
85 „A Did Mr kasan ever all you about making an 
r 
1 „ IM | 

| Q Wunt did be fü? 
| 

| 


IF Io 
4. ap. A 
2 


OL He aſked me if I would make dome ſeen for a x, 
Wb ©; , 
Q. What did ow ls to that ? £ 
=x A. I ſaid, I did not know. +; 
_ =—_ * What more did you yt 
| 0 A. I don't remember. | N 1 1 
—_ "i; What did Mr Rebertfon ay t to you? -- 
I A. He ſaid, if I was in the town, 1 might: call upon Mr 
== Watt and fee himſelf. 
=_. Q. Did you ever ſee. Mr Watt ee that 4 Did you call 
= upon him. 


. — —A—Ů 2 —ñäõz — 


I He ED | 
F Q:And what paſſed W you and Mr Watt? 
A. He ſhewed me a 2858 and alked me if 1 would make 
| © + ſome like that. | 
= --  Q. What ſort of a 1 id! be lm 3 fon if you ſee: * 
map thing like that lying aac the table FOES turn. them 


over? EL, e to 2 
; A. I Genet ſee 3 it ied. | 
VF Q. What converſation had you: 4 Roberſon about 
. Watt? 88 
: X. Robertſon fad he was 2 Fe 9 5 35 
| r 2 3 Og 7 
. Below the New Bridge, on the north fide of the High 
EE: < Sept: ns fc | 1 0 
Ca . Where dig you call upon . PO 3 
ip > Ba A. When I was * a little below the cloſe. 5 
JJ 8 * 
285 I * D | | 3 


0. What doſe? 2 N ; 4 A * "FC iy \ 2 


A. Below Careubber 8 Kinde „ 4 
Q. Now, when you called 28 war in the Owls, ghar 
converſation had vou with im ? ny > 


A. I don't think I was above five minutes Vith vn. 

Q. Did he ſhew you a pike?s?s Fe 2 

A He ſhewed me a pike, but I do not ſee it, it wt 

| that one, a a ſcrew one AN a 1) OY er a long 

| pike. MRS 275 r 3 & 
Q. What Ad: Watt FR * . 1 
A. He aſked if I would make- one like that bat» alt 


be : e 
Q. What did you ſay? e e e 
A. That I would fee and-make ther. 037 3-1 
Q Did you make any? EL eee 
A. I made one oy a e none 


Q. See if you, can ſee dine Une it js ue e e 
A. I think that is * it, en was no enen, mark. 


Ke 


upon ite rr r e ag DI v3; 
Q Did that frrel 8 of in yours? + eto 
A. It was juſt the ſame. 1 FL 
Q. Did it ſcrem of? 0 


A. Whether en or 1 not « know, ee 
other one, but then Mr Watt did not get it. 
Q. Did you ever make another ſcrew for it 2 8 $0 


A. | N * TY er 43 
Nv Did you ever make wother dier bt ä 
A. No. be: £25.29 FS BR. 


Q. How many of theſe did Watt onde from you? 

A. He ſet no quantity, he n or ihre. 
Q. Was it half a dozen? e eee ob 78 
A. e eee en e ee 
Q. Didi he ſay half a dosen? ek 

A. He did not ſeem to ſay any quantitpuek Mok: 

Q. That ;you call a croſs pike, don't oUuu. 5 
A. I don't know what you eall it, but it mute gry 

dont know what name to put to it. 


CE Wh, RE EO Ff . m 


* 1 


* 


-% 5 


% 


- 


FE 


ON Tes. " os Ne Th ET ted 5 85 
Upon what oteaſton? verana e Q-" 
N 1 fas him foie time afterwards. He cams-t0 ſee if 
1 had made any. N e e noch t: K 
Where do you u ee FFF 
X. At the Goaſedub. | of Gowed | him one- fd 60 it, 
| ors * 5 P14] N - u 
Q Did you ever ſee him = e e RE 2 


Tes. . * 
. Had e bee ties with him bre hes 


or ſpear-heads being ready ? 


A. That was when he came out at thistirhez a bew 


ed this half done. I did not chuſe to make any more of 
them of that kind. He faid he did not wunt any more of 


them. He wanted mole ſpears ſtraight. I did not know 


j 


Q. Did dein ene any other dene Va 
A. He ordered me to make ſome mole . * 5 


what it was yon and Din eee 2 more of 
Ah e iride & Of er Nad i fe 1 . | 


Q. Did you ever aſk __ Watt what they were for? 
A. No. La ai ne el L 2 
Q. How many d you 18 Nm e een 3] E- - 
A. I made only one for Mr e fe but ethers was another 


tf 


that went another way. + 42 1 4 
Q. Who took that away? ; « a 199, v6; 


A. There was a plamber' approve coi ara. 


| Q What wala name? 


5 Allan did not © pay you at r ths time! 5 1 


„ 

: 5 43 1 f : &. 3 7 S434 2 Ju * ft » ty 4 $ « 

A Neg tot RU bib lp tidy OT OLD 1 
* 


Q. Did he order you to mate any ſtraight (pines E.. 


A. I ſaid that was mole ſpears. He anſwered, yes. He 
wanted ſome” ftozigit ſpears with a ſocket like en Lad 


that was lie mole ſpt᷑ ard. and he anſwered, eee 15 
; 2 ö 5 N 57 > 
1 5 74 2 „„ 
( x : oo + 
"id = A 3 „5 
| Ks PT I OY 5 al ' 


K. Ifald, ae cake fame god bugs in a. 7 
K they were the things he t ο,j]]] n e eee 
1 Did you make any? = eodiq ib ate 2 Wo 8 WOE : „ . 
A. I made two, and orought” ben n. Of „a A. e 
flo many did you make??? 55 4 1 
A. Fourteen rb ee Tne art two I bock in, he far, 3 
would d d wma 09h 65723. Lat DAL ig _ 8 0 
1 How came you to ks the 9 t 18 Boe -.- ,- 
A. I delivered the two ann and they palin of | 
the ſtraight ones. 2 ee Jt 2 
Q. Were you paid for find * A e 
A „Jae ann bed WO - „ 
Who paid le : His I % r d 16 AWE — 
A. Mr Watt. faid, he endl, when J went in; chat he | 
/had not money to pay me. I told him I was needing money. | 
He ſaid, if that was the caſe, he would give me a line ußon | 5 
one Mr Downie, and ks n er me e aha 5 RE 1 
had i It ee e ] JOTAICE i SEEaD : : b y 
Q Dun you get the money? „Nen * 3 55 b ; 
A. Nen 52.3 3/00 * 4 ee ES 3 
Col: 5 „ | 


A;Me-Downins'+ - dnn pt e voy 215 5 oo 
Q. Who was he? ot A | 


A. A jewellet in Parliament Square. HEMT ACE Soo | 
Q Where-did you carry theſe pikes? n dy 
A. I carried them to that houſe where Ae Watt was. 2 
5 Look at them, and ſee if you know your own work * 1 

A. I have no particular _ _ were * the ſame : 
ſhape, make; and fe. 8 3 „ 

* Did you ever make W hear like e, | ol ; _ 

0. P bm? d e, e e nal VV 
— — X11 
Q As big as that? bee fee 7 e Ce 
As Much the oY i 8 eee 


— IIW—__ Ce _—_ CR 
bf” 0 . i 
£ 
— 4 "or t rae Wa, 
* id 
* * 
2 4 ? 
F . 
P 
. 


4 7; 


4.1 cannot Lays ſome. people make hem : ne ſhape, fore 


| another; ; ſome ſmaller and ſome larger, + ue - 


Q. How many croſs pikes did, Watt eds dere 444556 
A. He did not mention any quantity, he ſaid two or r three. 


1 took it to be half a dozen. 1 a not een it to be 


any quant it. I: ee fe 
Q. Did you ever ſee Robert o ee Hare 
0 E Sefl | 
Had vou ever any y corefaion witn kim about theſe 
ſoars? pes | 


A Yes... meld au 1: 

Q. What was f ? ED 

A I vas at the Water of Laich . 3 and 
we were ſpeaking about it, and. 1 ſaid I was making ſome 


mole ſpears z he ſaid he was making ſome for the ton of a 


rail, and ſome croſs ones. I never had ſren any of wo. 
but he did not tell me who he was making them for. 
Q. Did you tell him who you were making your? 8 for? 4 
A. I am not very certain whether ] did or not. 
Qi. Did Mr Watt e: er tell you any wy morg? 
A. No. 
Q. Were you making no more for Watt 2. 
A. No. 
Q. Had you an 8 for making e : 
A. I don't know that I had, whether he ordered me to 
make ſome more or not I cannot be poſitive to that point; 


whether he bid me make a dozen or half a _— more or 


not I am not poſitive, _ 
Q. Did any body ever tell you about any orders that Me 
Watt had got from the country ? 
A. No. | PSs 
Q. Don't you recollef that? % ee 8 
A. teen I don” t recollect chat. e eee ee 


— 


* 


| Croſs Examination. 


Mr Hamilton. Q You: ſaid you had W e 
with Orrock; did you ever tee any Pikes of his making ? 
© A 1. never Gi. PN ee | "0 * 


; 9 5 55 | l 8 . 7 ; | 55 A . 
8 4 8 5 | 6 19 
\ . fr Theo oh 6M . 5 
-a Had you any 66 hos A. 5 
A. I had ſome converſation with Orrock en N he 
Cid 105 were for the top of a rail. 7; 8 * 
. Had you any converſation with him about ſticks ?/ * 
A. No, none that F remember. et t GRE 40 


Me 4nfiruther; T have juſt now beim: infaruied that one 
of the witneſſes (Fairley) deſires he may be called in to cor. 
rect ſome part a his evidence.” Nr not ſay a word to 


him. n Sol 7 7 Fi. r 8 
Lond. Abocate I ſhall not + put a + ine TY to e x 


(FAIRLEY brought into o Court. yp 


Lou Pringnieeer; Mr Fairley, a hae ee I9 
you, deſiring leave to I ſomething in N n evi- 
dence, what was it? 

Fairley. I e Mr Watt ſaying wet banks and a public 
offices were to be frized. 

CourT. Can you recollect any other eue ü dses 755 

A. I connot recollect any other particulars, unleſs a queſ- 
tion was put. I recollect Watt faid thoſe who' were moſt ac- 

tive againſt us were to be impriſoned. 5 

Say that again. + 
A. Thoſe who were ber aclive r 
impriſoned, and the banks and public ne to be ſeized; 
and that couriers were to go into the country. ' e 

Mr Hamilton. When did he ſay that? e 

A. He faid there would be more who would tert up; 
and that thoſe moſt active againſt us were to be ſeized; and 
couriers were to be ſent to announce it, or that couriers were a 
to be ſent to the country to announce this. 

Mr Hamilton. Have you had any converſetion with any 
perſon ſince you went out of the room 7 | ey 

A. No, Sir, I have . e oh 

. Who did you underſtand was meant bs thoſe bene 


e us, who were to be ſcined at that time? 10 


> 
% 
% 3 * 4* * 
5 


#- + — 


were to be 


1 


„„ . K 286 ) = 2» 
. Tbat is, thoſe that were e e A be ache 
or ſomet hing af that kind. 55 
. Did he mention any particular perſon? 
A dont know that he did. 
'Q Did he mention any 8 baron 7 
A. I cannot ſay whether he mentioned the Magiſtrates of 


Edinburgh,” Ido not recollect any other pov 1 think 
che Magiſtrates of Edinburgh were ſpoken of. 

Q. -Did he expreſs himſelf as if they had any i 
reſentment. againſt them for any particular cauſe, or why 
| thoſe perſons were to be Rn Po 


A. He did not fay,. | a r 


[* Q. Explain that; was it Saeed as wk RO againſt 


wm 8 on account of Kannen inimical to them ? 
eee e E e A 1 


. 


ws - WILLIAM-ROBERTSON, Sworn. 


Mr Auſtrutber. Do you know Robert Watt? 
a, have ſeen Robert Watt. 
Had you any copyeratign with him about i pears ? ? 5 


| As Once. 8 
Q. Wb ss that eee Mr Robertſon ? | 
A. He ad me if I Knew any ſmith der would make 
thoſe things. _ by Str es Hoe 
* What chings? 8 
A. Spears. | 
* Wha did you fox? ? 


I faid I did. I knew one Wilm "vol - | 
5 Had IM: N converſaion with Brown upon the ſub- 


Jet. : 
A, I ſpoke. to him about, in and b if he would make 
them. 5 9 . ü 3 
Q. Did you do that by Mr Watt 8 dete # 


Na. 
4 15 '0g 3 473 HA; 6. way 


Now, what, conver 2 * you ith Brown upon 


ths ful 5 | 
_— . . 


wer 


| A. I aſked him if he would 1 them. 45 e e 
Q. What did Brown ſay ?: A ATE + |, 
A. He ſaid he was not very ſure at that e 
O. Had you any other converſation with Watt about it 'Y 
A. Yes, once he aſked me if 1 had ce to Brown. 
Q. What ſaid you? | 25 
A. That I had. Be tc 5 N 
Q. Spoke to Brown about what? P 
A. About ſpears. SEC, 
D. Did Watt tell you what thoſe en were dort? ? 
A, No, he did not. | | 
Q. Did you ever afk Watt whit they were 1 2 
A. No, I never did. | 
Q. Did it not ſtrike you it was an odd adn 2 man ia 
Watt's ſituation ſhould be ordering ſpears? — 
A. 1 did not think any thing about it at that time. 
Q. Did you think any 2 aboue it fince 2 
Ace, Ps 
Q. Had you no 3 with Watt about it at all? 
A. No, I did not afk him any queſtion at all. | 
J Where you was a member * the Britiſh Danner So 
tion? 
. 
Q. Do * know a 3 of the r name > of Skirving? 2 
A. Les. 1 . 
Q. You have written him Gee letters? 5 ; 
A. One letter. . 
Q. Where do you live? What part of the town do pins 
live in? 5 | 
A. In Simon's Square. 
Q. Now, ſit down and read that letter quietly, Tei doe 
firſt whether it is your hand- writing? : 
A. It is. © Edinburgh, April jth; 1794. | 
( T he avitneſs teeked over the letter.) 
Lord Advocate. Did 55 write chat letter of the Late it 


wb bg 2 
7 
OY 71 i I F ; 8 
n N * E 
I LIEN! Bee. 9 Wd dh N 5 N a 


pf OV EET * 234 1. 
WY Yes, 1 did wrkte that letter, PT 
Q. Now, what was the number of your Society at the "Y 
perſion of the Britiſh Convention ? ? | 
A. I do not recolle& particularly what the number was. 
2. About how many / 
A. I could not really ſay how many at that time. 
Q. About how many Mr Robertſon ? [You could tell Mr 
Skirving, you might as well tell me. | 
A. I could not be poſitive how many at that time. 
Q. Was it from thirteen to twenty ? g 
A. It might be twenty, or between thirteen * rodaty, 
Q. Did it increaſe much after the l of the Aritiſn 
Convention? 
A. It increaſed very faſt. 
Q. They increaſed very faſt after that? to how many did 
they increaſe? 
A. 'They might be near one hundred. 
'Q. believe your ſchool was the 8 where the Britiſh 
Convention met ihe day after it \ was diſperſed | ? 
A. No, it was not. | 
| W It met in your neighbourhood pe. 
A. Yes. = 
Q. Did it meet in your ſchool afterwards ? 
A. No, it never did. a 
Q. The Friends of the people met in vr ſchool? ? 
A. A ſociety met. | 
Q. That is the BY that W ſo N ? 
. 
Q. Now, what was the object of that Cate * 
A. I know of no object but to obtain a . 
© What ſort of a Reform? — 
A. Univerſal Suffrage and Annual 8 2 
Q. Was chere any obſtacle to the proſecution of that 
end 
A. I don't 1 e was a meeting. 
Q_ Was there any obſtacle to it? 
A There was no obſtacle, but a petition to Parliament 


85 N 
| 12 | | 
* EET th 
— * 
% 0 ; 1 
* 


64 


Q& But what was the oblace that ſtood in the way "a 
nE 5 
A. I did not ſee 2p; bin to acticlon Parliament. 
> You cul. tell Skirving, now, "you "may as well tell 
me? 
A. I could not f. iy what was the obſtacle. EF» 
:Q, Did you think that poverty was the obſtacle ? * 
A. They could not get their petitions made opt ſo ſoon. 
owing to that. 
Q. Did you ever hear of a Committee of Union * . | 
A. I have heatd of it. 85 7 
Q. Was you ever at A : , | | e 
A. I never was at it. 1 know it wn a Committee of 5 
Union. "oh | 
Q. Was you ever at the General Committee? 
A. Yes, it went from January to March wo the name of 
the General Committee. | 
Q. I think you was Secretary to that Genera Commits : 
tee? 1 3 
A- I never was Secretary except one e 
Q. And Stock was Preſident ot Preſes that 580 ? 
A. I do not recollect. | 
Q. Do you recolle& any motion . made that night Ses 
if you remember that motion made in the Committee ? | 
A. Yes. I remember there was zone OO of that 
kind. | EN 
Q. There was a motion to that effect ? 
. f 5 N 
Q.: Was that motion carried? 3 5 
A. Not that night. It is not in ry memory. „ 
Q. Who propoſed it? | | 5 
A. I cannot ſay who propoſed it folks - . 98 5 
QQ. Was it propoſed by a perſon whoſe name is is there? * 
reall that and tell me Whetlier it was een * the been 5 
named there? 1 
A. I do not know whether it was Mr. Watt that propoſed | 
ns mot ion that night or not.. e | 8 
| 1 1 Q Was 
| Pay 


4 


0 Wat he tire? „„ in 
A I think he was, but 1 be certain whether he. 


propoſed that motion or not. 


Mr 4firuther. It is the paper Rs has been read already 
for the inftitution of that Committee. 
* Did your Society ſend W to the Convention : 
They fent three. ö 
bog Do you recollect their names! 2 >=, 
A. I think Mr Stock was a 8 
Q. Mr Stock was a delegate from your ! 45 
1 „ | | — 
Q. Who was the aber ? | | 
A. One Mr Hardyman. 
Q.. Who was the other? 2 
A. I cannot recollect. 
Q. Have you ever heard any thing of a 3 of 
"Way and Means? | 
I have heard of it. 
& Wb Was it? ? . 215 ( 
A. I have heard no more but that there was + fuck. Com- 


mittee. 
Q. Now, what was aka purpoſe of that Committee to 


which you ſent delgates ? 
A. It was to form a correſ] pondence among the Societies 


in Edinburgh. 
Q. Do you know of any correſpondence in the country 
1 with that Committee 2 6 
A. No, 1 do not. | 
Q. Do you know any thing of one perſon going to the | 
North and another to the well ? 
A. I heard of them going, but did not know them. | 
Q. Who did you hear of them om 1 0 
F © F heard of them from ſeveral. 
wn. . Name them? hs 
A. I cannot name them. 
C Who were the 885000 that told you of one OPT) go- 
ing to the his and angther to the welt "Do 


| 1 1 


l on 28 2 2 ». 
RG 82 ob 9 Ih * N 
r oo TOY N 

8 25 — * * IF 


3 
F 
* E x 1 
$ 


237 . 7 


AT believe, 1 1 it ny in the ſociety, T cannot 


| recollect any perſon in particular. ; . 
O. You. don't. recollect, you ſay, who it was! ? N 
A. No, I do not. 7 


Q. Do you know any thing "hint greater Terre) being | 


obſerved in your proceedings now than formerly ? | 
A. I might have ſaid ſomething to that purpoſe, it was 


merely myſelf, no other perſon has ſaid i it, 1 could not Toy : 


but there might be more ſecrecy. % 
Q. Don't you know that there was? 
A. I cannot anſwer that queſtion. | 
No Crefs Examination, | : 
CounT. Would me know Mr Watt if you fay him 2 
gain? | 
A. * I bea I would. ; 


\ 


Watt ? | 

. | 1 

Mr Anſtrutber. Q. Is tu the perſon that gave you the 
meſſage to Brown? 

A. Ye. 


WALTER MI LLER Called. 


Walter Miller. My Lords, 1 have ſome difficulties, be. 


fore I can ſubmit to be a witneſs in this trial; when I am 
called an honeſt man, and abiding by the laws, I have no ob- 
jection to give my evidence; but when I have been impri- 


ſoned for ſeveral months paſt, it may appear I come here 


guilty of all the crimes laid to thoſe men; if that be the i in- 
tention of the profecutor, I beg he will indite n me. EL 
Lord. Adverate. I have no ſuch intention, 8 | 


3 MILLER. esche Ao 80 


Mr. Anftruther. Q. Now, Mr Miller, I will tell you 
before you begin, that you are not bound to anſwer any 


Q. Look and ſee; if you ſee him at the hi Is that Mr | 


| ante that tend to criminate NSN The firſt queſtion T 


1 * 


þ 


. ra 1 - 
Tg I 1 0 is, beider that letter ever came e to you by poſt? | 
8 | (Shewing him a letter.) 

A. Yes, that letter 8 came to me? 

| 3 How did 1 it come to your... a TIE 
7 Q. eng at &, there is ; 00 poſt . 5 

A. There is undoubtedly a poſt mark. 

Q:. Do vyoh know whom it came from ? 

As. It is ſigned by the gentleman. that ſent it, I ſuppoſe 7 
Q. Look carefully at it, and look at the back of it, then 
the ſide of it, don't be in ſuch a hurry ? | 
A. The anſwer was to be ſent to Roſs, Liberty Court. 
" Was there an anſwer ſent to London? 
A. There was none ſent to Edinburgh; there was an an- 
3 . ſwer ſent to London, I believe. | 
1 EE Q.»Do you believe it was ſent ? was you at che teeting | 
| that reſolved upon writing an anſwer to it ? 

| A. Les, I certainly was at the meeting. | 
_ - he Was it an anſwer agreeing with the letter or not pc 
| A. Yes, it was an anſwer ſo far that if a Convention was 
called, we reſolved to ſend a delegate. 

'Q- Did you ever remit any money to Edinburgh for the 
purpoſe of the friends of the PREM 7 
A „A. N did. 
Q. In conſequence of what did you remit it, and by whoſe 
direQtions did you remit it ? | 25 
A. Why, I remitted the money ace of hn | 
appointed treaſurer for the ſociety of the Friends of the 
People at Perth. | 
Q. How much ? 
| A. Fifteen pounds Sterling. {4,4 
5 5 Q. To whem did you remit it: 
A. To Mr Downie. | + 
Q. Why was it to be remitted to Mr . | 
A? Becauſe J underſtood ſome inſtructions had come to 
. our * to ſome PR or 88 40 ſend aby money we 
tt. ons | . {yore 


* 


1 
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were | ſending to LG to Mr Downie. we eder ; — 
he Was treaſurer of thoſe ſocieties. „ EK IT; DEED 
Q. What ſocieties? - „„ 8 ER 4 
A. Societies of the Friends of the People. 2 0 3 
2. What was the purpoſe of remitting that money? pd le r. > 4 
A. For relief of e and . of the cauſe of - | w_ 
freedom. LE EEO - ' = 
Q. Did not thoſe inftrudtions come to yourſelf ? 4 
A. No. 
Q. Did that letter ever come to you, My Miner! * | 
A. Yes, it "OO 2 Ie Lo 8 | 
Q. Was it before or after that letter cameo you chat you Ss i 
remitted the money? | „ 

A. As to that I don't know, but it was a confiderable. TH | 
time before this letter come to me that this i money was * ga F 
thered for that purpoſe. 2M 

Q. Was it before or after that letter came to you, you . 
mitted it ? 

A. It was certainly after, for no letter came directed to 

me before I remitted the money. . EI 
Q. How was you informed that Downie was treaſurer for 

the Friends of the People? | 
A. I told you before {ome people i in Fenn got it by word 

of mouth or letter. | | 
Mr e The jetter is fignea « * Fs Hardy," ? 


— 


10 


Croſs Examined » Mr Hamilton, | „„ 3 


— 


Q. You e you had FIR in your e to 
chufe a delegate to ſend to the Convention! „„ I nk Keen» : 
1 | 8 5 : = - 
Q. Did not you nden in that e i6-wils | 
their intent to procure a reform by legal means? 3 
A. Certainly i it was for the cauſe of a reſin. for any | 
ing it on. „ 8 1 
Q. Did you ps or did you mages the object and in- . 
f "_- of that Conventions: ta which the ae han” were to be 
| _ fent- . 


ant, . wanker e Kinglam? | 3 br 
A. T had no 9 of 4 it at all. e Soge 


ARTHUR MWEWAN, examined. vain: 


1 


f = 5 . The aiaht when the 88 of Ways and Rk 
= F . | met, when Wait told you of the plan you have told us of 

already, for what purpoſe did it meet that night? 
A. I don't know what 3 it met for, only it was in 


uſe to meet weekly. 
'Q. Was it not to anſwer a circular letter that night dx 


X. Edo not know of it. 5 
_; -. - Q. Did you ever ſee a letter Signed « T. Hard 
= r 
9 | Q. Did you ever knew of an anſwer | ear to Hardy? ? 

A. No, never. 

Q. Did you ever know of any avian: reſpecting the 
I mode in which the correſpondence between your VOY 
-  _- "Hardy was to be carried on? | 
A. I never heard it till Mr Stock ſaid he was'to do every 

1 thing in his power to 18 2 ee between Watt 
EE and Hardy. 

: Q. Was it that night the Committee met or not? _ 

A. It was the laſt night that the Committee met. | 


Q. Was it not that night they were to anſwer A letter : 


from Hardy? 
„„ 8 Bo, there was no letter wrote that night. 


Q. Was not Stock to carry a letter to Hardy? 


A. Not that I know of. 
Q. How was that correſpondence 1 Hardy and 


Watt to be carried on, did Stock plan ſome mode of cor - 8 
reſpondence between en and Waſt; ; what SEEN upon 


ps -- that occaſion ? 

K Ecquldnos make-i it diſtin hank "HE was to carey it on, 

| itt was to be done in ſuch à droll way, I could not make 
it diſtin& ; if I recollect right he had a piece of paper, and it 


5 LURE was Bike Wing, downthis way lehnt his finger down toe 
_— k centre 


Yr 


5 e 5 247 * 
© 1 1 the ariſtocrats 5 
Fo and ſo on one fide, and the Henavenmia dong and hy -, 
| on the other fide. 5 3 = ew 
Q. Then the correſpondence | was s tobe carried on in two | = 
coffin LI " ELL 
A. . ſuppoſe fo from the mode he propoed that f DER. 
nig! ä 
Q. What was the | meaning carrying on a correpon 9 
dence i in ſuch a way 2 Rr os „ 
A. I cannot tell. c 3 wo 
Q. Did it not Aike you as . to be. caring on fuck a :- :; 
_ correſpondence ? | + + 
A. Tr did, Sir, : 2 „„ 
Priſoaner. May I put a queſtion t to chat man nt. ; * © "6. 
Cour. Certainly. 57 85 5 2 
| Priſoner. You are aſked whether or not any correſp pon- . 3 
dence was to take place deen N = me, rather than «4 
any other perſon ? „ F 
A. I mentioned this, that Stock did ſay, you wiſhed to 4 
have a correſpondence with Mr Hardy, and you could not 
ſettle upon a ſure plan how you could correſpond, and iiur 
Stock drew out that model upon which you could cor 
reſpend with ſafety, - Mr Stock drew the plan. I thought 
the delign fixed on his part, was to carry on that correſpon. - . 
dence, notwithſtanding that plan drawn out by Stock. I did 8 | 
not fee it, but Mr Stock drew out the plan by which you 
| ſhould correſpond with Mr Hardy, | | 
Priſoner. That I did wiſh to correſpond with Mr Hardy ? : 
A. That you withed to correſpond with Mr :Jardy. —_ 
The Lord Advocate. I think it my duty to the Court 
and Jury to ſtate, that we mean to leave the charge againſt 
the priſoner at the bar, upon the evidence written and my 
role that has now been given to the Jury. Re 
Mr Erſtine then informed the Court, that only? one of 
the Counſel for Mr Watt propoſed to addreſs the Jury, _ NN 
which Mr Hamilton would do, when the evidence for the 
priſoner was cloſed, Being defired by ! the Court to ſtate in | 
| IL, | H LE | NES BY ener Na: 


— 


- 
0 ” 
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% 


* 
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the p ts to which he meant to call il evidcnee for the 
piſtover, he ſtated that in gene, al. he would inform the 
Court and Jury: that Mr Watt firſt of all applied to Mr 
Dundas, then Secretary of State, conveying certain in⸗ 
telligence with regard ta the proceedings of certain ſocieties, 
Which appeared to Mr Watt of a ſeditious na ure; and that 
he was recommended by Mr Dundas to the Lord Acivocate , 
both by letter and conyerſation. This communication with 
the Lord Adyocate continued from the end of 1992 to the 
end of 1793, when the Britiſh Convention met, whoſe jto- 
geedings their Lordſhips would recollect, were all publiſhed 
in the newſpapers; from that time there was no communica= 
tion with Mr Watt. Then Mr Watt became a mem er of the 
Committee of Ways and Mean s, the Lord Advocate weat 
to London, Mr Watt would have conyeyed ſuch an account 


af the proceedings, but from the beginning of March to the 


15th of May, the Lord Advocate was in London; Watt 


when taken up by the Sheriff Clerk, ſaid, he could not ſay 


any thing in anſwer to him till the Lord Advocate came o | 
town. This is in general the proof meant to be adduced. 


*. SHERIFF CLERK Called ASA Witch for the 
Defendant, 

"Me Erſkine. Q. You arched Mr Watt' houſe ? 

. 

Q. You found ſome papers? TR 

r | : 

Q. Did vou find any | letter from My Dundas to Mr 
Watt | 5 | b 

A. I found one among others. N 

0. Did you find this? Feet 

A. I don't recollect any thing of 2 paper, there. is no 
mark on it. 

Q. Mr Watt was . before vou? 

A: Mr Watt was ine. 


— 


4 


3 . OE 
0. Was be open to you upon the fatfeat | proc, en Pg 
A. Mr Watt was brought up upon the 1 Fit of May; 22 

long with the arms found in his houſe, and was interrogated . 

by me reſpecking them. He declined giving any explanas 

tion, and gave for anſwer that he communicated with 

Dundas and the Lord Advotate about certain citcumſtarices; 

he did not chuſe to give an anſwer. I told him this would 


not do, and that theſe arms were a very ſuſpicious circums 


ſtance. I deſired to know what uſe he intended to make of 


them, when he told me, ycu will nd lying upon my table, 
an advertiſement for the newſpapers, intimating that pikes 
were to be ſold by me at ſo much a- piece. I think it is 4 


laudable thing of me as a merchant in fair trade, and 12 as 4 


merchant am entitled to do it. 

Q:! Is that a ſcroll gf a letter to Mr. Dundas x 

A. Ves, it is a ſeroll of a letter. I 1 Bere all the 
papers F found: 

Mr Anſtrutber. What is it they are aſking for! ? 
Mr Arfeine. I is a letter to Mr Dundas we vim to 
have: | 

Mr Anflruther. I have not bs ie leaſt objection to your 
making uſe of any letter of Watt's in evidence. 5 

Mr Sheriff Clerk. That appears to me to be the letter 
that was the cauſe of Mr Dundas's anſwer. - 6 

Tord Aduocate. I have no objection to its production. 

Mr Knapp. It is dated Auguſt the 31ſt 1792. 

Mr Anſtruther. That paper as it ſtands is not, and I be- 


x 


- 


lieve, cannot be made evidence; it is a paper in Watt's hand- 


writing, found in his houſe, purporting to be a letter to 
ſomebody z it is attempted to be made evidence by proving . 
that the contents of that letter ſeem to relate to a letter of 
Mr Dundas s, found in the poſſeſſion of the priſoner ; that 
could not in any view of the caſe make it evidenee, all the _ 
papers found in the poſſeſſion of the priſoner are evidence 


apainſt him, bur it is impoMible pretended. copies of letters, 


ſaid to be written by him, found in his p- feflicn, in his own 
| band-yriting, can be evidence without ſomething more 3 


H ha 5 255 at s 


os 


—_— 


at en time, ſo fie Ke i Counſel for the Crown, 
on the preſent occaſion, wiſhing to 'preſs things againſt . 
the priſoner, or preclude the prifoner from producing any 
thing he may think tends to exculpate him, whether it be 
legal evidence or not, that they have not the ſmalleſt ob- 
jection to theſe being read. I only thought it neceſſary to 
Nate this, not to object to the papers being. read which I 
* know not to be legal evidence, but to prevent the doing of 
it in this caſe, from being 1 as a an for its 2 
done in another trial. 
Mr Erſtine (to Lord Advocate a) - J muſt call upon your 
Lordſhip. 
Mr Anſtruther. Do you mean to read the letter ] 
Mr Erfeine. Les. | 
| Lord PreSEeNT. You ſaid all the cream of the 
pikes being found, happened between F ebruary and May. 
I underſtand that was during the ceaſing of the correſpon- 
dence between the priſoner and Mr Dundas N 
Lord Advecute. Les. 
Iuat letter read, dated Auguſt 105 1792. q 
1 Although I have not the honour of being known by 
ce you yet from my attachment to the Conſtitution of this 
country and of which I have the happineſs of being a 
native, and the fears I . of its conſtitution be- 
ing ſubverted; have hereby taken the liberty of laying 
40 before you ts hich merit your moſt ſerious attention. 
For ſome years I have cbſerved accounts of aſſociations 
formed in different boroughs in Scotland for petitioning 
Parliament for the redreſs of grievances, but knowing the 
character and comparatively the ſmallneſs of the number 
« of thoſe who compoſe the ſoci at Perth from a reſi- 
« dence there of eleven years at my education, and of thoſe 
. in Edinburgh from a reſidence of eleven years in buſineſs, 
& part of which acting as a clerk to a reſpectable houſe, and 
« the remainder on my own account, and from thelyear 
4 1789, have informed myſelf of the character of many of 
* thoſe who compoſe. the ſocisties at Glaſgowy: and Dun- 
En ; "LS dee, 
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of their proceedings and intentions; the leaders of theſe 
6 factious clubs have the audacity, to go fram houſe tor 
cc houſe, endeavouring to enamour_the weak in under- 
« ſtanding, and to inflame factions in minds by repreſenting 
% them certain ſuppoſed grievances, and inforcing by 
« ſuſpicious arguments the evil conſequences that will una» 
ce voidably reſult to the nation; if they are not ſpeedily re- 


1 


here; after buſineſs was over I propoſed to Mr Johnſon and 
four gentlemen towhom he ſeemed to pay more than ordinarx 


in this was to learn if poſſible their ſecret deſigns in which 
« I vas in ſome meaſure ſucceſsfull, their ſentiments on po- 
2 litics were ſuch as aſtoniſhed me how any reaſonable man 
« living under the Britiſh Government, could adopt and f 


5 EY 245 1 3 N 
« dee, buſineſs requiring me to be benen in | theſe _ 
« other parts of the country, I was fatisfied to find that 
« Perth did from year to year oppoſe petitions that had no 


« other tendency than to vitiate the morals of the inhabi- 
« tants, and get into: the magiſtracy, men of weak heads 
and factious minds; but Sir when I ſee and hear of fo» 


« cieties forming in conjunction with thoſe already men- 
« tioned in this city and in other parts of the country when 
« principles, ſtrike at the very root of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
„tion; I cannot as a friend to my country but inform you 


« dreſt; being viſited by Mr William Johnſon the chair- 


ee man of their Committee here accompanied by another 

„ gentletnan, Iwas after ſome converſation invited to attend 
| the Committee which was to meet in Mather's Tavern that 
© evening the 24th current; from a deſire of knowing more. 


« particularly the nature and tendency of ſuch an aflociationT 
*. complied ; the only buſineſs before them was the reading of 
ea letter from the chairman of the ſocieties at Glaſgow, and 
Perth, and appointing the time and place of a general meeting 


< attention to ſup together to which they agrees; my intention 


have the aſſurance to expreſs the miniſtry muſt be diſ- 
« placed, Government expences retrenched; none belong- 


ing to the Treaſury ſhould have a ſeat in Parliament, the 


60 following een of one of the ee, in a Com- 


. LM mittee * 


4 


* 


— OI c 


„ 


12 de Elter of Savior: met lalt nicht in the band tavern, 01 
received with great applauſe, will inform you of the ſecret 
. * purpoſes much better than any language of mine can do; 


ic It is a maxim of mine (faid he) that a king ſhould be ſacri- 


© ficed to the nation once in every hundred years; theſe 


« ate his own words, for I was perſonally prefent at the 
«© time, their meaning muſt be obvious to every thinking 


* mind ; they propoſe to, accompliſh their helitth defigns 
* by pretending moderation at firſt in their demands and 
proceedings and by degrees artfully to infinvate their dan- 


4 gerous ideas into the minds of their adherents, and when 


| they ſuppoſe themſelves ſufficiently powerful, then to attack 
. perforce the Throne and the friends ot the Conſtitution; 


% this they think they can do with more eaſe and ſafety 
i than even the French; That I might be able to give o 
e as full an account as poſſible of their proc edings, I at- 


tended their general megting in the Barbers Hall on the 


mM 28th inſtant, where there were preſent about two hun- 
« dred perſons of various deſcriptions, a Mr Clerk in the 


„ chair the plan of organization was 1:id before the meets 


* jrig and referr'd with amendments to a Committee, and to 


* de laid by them before the gener il meeting which & to : 
© take place on the gth of September, as alſo a letter to 
« Mr Gray the ſecretary to the London ſociety; as they 


& expect their number to encresſe greatly . the fociety to 


„ He divided into fmailler ones, for the more ecafy difpate.. 


& of buſi nefs, and their future Commnitiees to conſiſt of one 
« or two delegates from each vf theſe ſocieties, they are to 


« put their declaration to the public into the newſpapers af⸗ 


« ter it is approved of by the gencral meeting on the 5th of 


CL September ; 3 as I covlil not be preyail d on to ſubſcribe 


&« their book of adm! fon, no: wi hftanding their uting ſe- 


ec veral arguments to that effect on three different occafions, 
et they ſent me for my conviction and information Pains 


« Rights of Man, McIntoſh's anſwer to Burke and Flow- 


4c ers publication, expecting that againſt next general meets 1 


25 ing 1 will ſubteribe. Be pleated to —— lady Arnfion 
1 6 Ns Oe 


* 


1 85 vey. I. „ 
6 x (on mother) not to go! to Mr Elder the bookſeller files: 
t. to look after ſelitious books, ſuffice it toyay, that tha 
e fellow has at one of theſe ſeditious Comm ees waere I 
« was preſent, irritated the reſibility of the company at be 
« expence of yours and her ladyſhips character; Elder is 
© their bookſeller. Thus J have without the knowledge of 
t any one, done myſelf the honour of ſtating to you the 
« proceedings of this dangerous body'of men, and the mo- 


« tives that actuate their leaders, that you may have it 
© more in your power to take cautious vigorous and effec- 
« tval meaſures to baffle their wicked intentions, I truſt you 
ce will not reveal my correſpondence with youto any but ſuch 


as you can poſitively rely on, and be aſſured that I will 


& with the utmoſt fecrecy inform you from time to time of 


« their proceedings, if you are pleaſed to honour me with 
your commands by Leet to me Merchant Edinburgh.” 
e Auguſt 3, at + a 


Letter ah, dated London, ＋ September 1792, adareſl. ; | 
Gray's Cloſe, Edinburgh. 


ed to Robert Watt, Nort 


I have receiv'd your letter of the 31ſt ultimo, and ſhall _ 
feel indebted. on behalf of the public, for any communicati- 
on you may find it convenient to make to me. I truſt the 
number of evil diſpoſed perſons you deſcribe are not great, 
but it is ll ne ceſſary to keep a watchful eye oyer them, 
You may reſt aſſured, you are perfectly * in * corre. 
| ſpondence you may hold with me. 
| I am, with reſpect, 

Ih aft obedient humble ſervant, 5 
3 HxxRTY Donnas: : 


— 


| Another Letter was f dated Horſe Guards, aa 
„ 104. 18 5 
| : EE the receipt of your's, of the 26th inſtant, = | 


% 


: 


& 
a 


| 65 1 5 | 
} lee no dine in. informing you, that having te a diſtin 
| ſearch, I do not find that I am in pofſeſſion of any one of 
the letters addreſt to me by Mr Watt, or the copy of any 
one of my letters to him; to the beſt of my recollection, 
all Mr Watt's letters were rut into the hand og the Lord 
Advocate, 
oe” em; Sir, 
or We hang obedient hat” ede 
N „ Han n, 
To v John MRitchie, Eſq Edinburgh, 


LORD. ADVOCATE 8 


Mr Erftine—Your Lordſhip has heard what I have ſta- 
ted, reſpecting the communication between your Lordſhip 
and Mr Watt; be ſo good as inform us of it. 

Lord Advocate —In the month of October 1792, Mr 
Dundas came to Scotland, and I had repeated converſations 
with him, during that month, and till his return to London 

in the beginning of December, with reſpect to the then ſi- 
tuation of this country. If I recollect right, Mr Pringle, 
then ſheriff of the county, was preſent at moſt of thoſe 
converſations, the particular ſubject whereof was about the 
meetings of the Friends of the People, then. taking place in 
the weſt country to a great degree, and the general alarm 
occaſioned by theſe meetings. This was a ſhort while be- 
fore the meeting of Parliament.—-He mentioned to me, he 
had received a letter, a ſhort time before, from a man of 
the name of Watt, a merchant in Edinburgh, he 'defired A 
me and Mr Pringle to enquire who Watt was, and. whether 
he was a ſafe perſon to have any correſpondence with; the 
reſult of thoſe enquiries, which were made as accurately as 
we poſſibly could, were ſuch as to induce us to put a confi. 
dence in Mr Watt; and from that period, to the month of 
May laſt, when I received in London, when attending the 
Secret Committees of the Houſe of Commons, information 
of what had been diſcovered here, I peyer PIO that 
elk was mil! vet K ä 
. Do 
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N Do you recollect receiving any letter from Mr Watt i | : 


when you was in Dunkeld? _ 
A. In confequence of thoſe inquiries \ we ale on Mr 


Dundas going to London, the duty devolved upon me, 
and I conceived it my duty to carry on à correſpondence 


with Watt and any perſon that was of the deſcription of 
- Watt. In the courſe of thoſe inquiries, I remember receiv- 
ing Watt one night in my own heuſe, when he gave me a 


variety of information. I don't mean to mention it, nor the 


names informed againſt by him, unleſs he think it neceſſary. 


He informed me that at a meetting in James s Court $a” 


the beginning of November, 1792 


Mr Hamilton. Q. I don't aſk you what d were the parti- 5 


culars of the informa ion that Witt gave you. 


Lord Adwoate. Honce gave me in writing ſeveral informa- 5 

tions in regard to the ſtate of thoſe parts of the country in 

which he had lately been particularly the counties of F ife, 

Perth and other places, and one piece of inſor mation he gave 
me, I thought it my duty to tranſmit to Mr Secretary Dundas. 

Q. What I mean to afk. is, (I hope with propriety) 

_ whether you did not think the information you got from 


— * 


Watt to be from a perſon you. had no reaſon to doubt? 
A. I ſtated before that Thad no reaſon to heſitate about the 


confidence I had placed in Watt, with reſpect to the infor- No 


mation which I tranſmitted to Mr Dundas at that period ; it . 


was to the following purpoſe : that a party of ſoldiers com- 


ing from Chatham through England to Perthſhire, had been 
tampered with at ſeveral places in England and Scotland, 
by perſons in whoſe company they had been, to mutiny, and 
particularly a certain number of them ſtated, in their march 
t a certain place in Fifeſhire, that if they were called out to 
ſuppreſs any riot, ſuch as was ſaid to have taken place in 


Dundee, they would not figat or do their duty. I con- 
ſi dered this as ſo materail and important that I tranſmit- 
ted it to Mr Dundas. I received in a few days a letter 
wrote by his order, encloſing a letter wrote by General F ox, 


then commanding at Chatham Barracks, ſtating the names 


11 V 4 1 | 


* 


ofthe 8 Chatham ſome time-beſare>gnd 


Pointing out them who had gone to Perth. 1 communic tn 


ed this to the Commander in Chief, Lord Adam Gordon 5 
he brought the foldiers to Edinburgh : among them he 


brought the corporal of a regiment; it was a regiment | 


then ſerying in India, in which Colonel M. Leod was the 
Lieutenant-Colonel. Lord Adam Gordon ſent to me pri- 


vately when they were come; I went down to the Ab- 


bey, where his Lordſhip and IJ examined the men ſeparately ; 
and as they compleatly denied every ſingle particular of the 
information which 1 had reccived from Watt, thing fur- 
ther was done upon the ſubject. 

Lon PRESiDENT. Q. This was when? 

A. This was in December 1792, or January 179 3. 


Mr Erftine. Does your Lordſhip recollect any communi. | 


cation with reſpect to the plan of ſeizing the banks ? 
A. Never; pleaſe to repeat your queſtion. 
Mr Erſkine. Whether your Lordſhip received from My 


Watt any communication with reſpect to a plan for ſeizing; 


the banks, while you were at Dunkeld in September I 7932 ? 


A. I was at Duenkeld in September 1793. I don't re- 


collect having received any letter from Mr Watt, or hav- 
ing ſeen Mr Watt fince June or July 17933 it nth be other- 
wife, but I don't recollect it. 


Q. Do you remember u ſeen any letter from him 


when you were in London'? 
in February 1793, before going to London, I 


ſaw Mr Watt at night once or twice, I cannot tell 


the number of times. At that time the trials were going 


on* againſt Craig and Anderfon and other perſons of 


a fimilar deſcription ; Mr Muir and others were buſy at 


| Glaſgow, and I heard that a good deal of money was going 
amongſt thoſe people, I thought the money muſt come 


from ſome concealed quarter. I was defirous to know, and 


I ſtated, that I was pretty poſitive it muſt come either from 


France or London, and I deſired him to direct his attention 
. particularly 1 to that object. In March, about the end of ĩt 
en in I received a letter from Mr Watt he 
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hated hat 1 had been in company with certain tndividualh | . 

their names I ſhall not mention, unleſs the Counſel defire . 
me ſo to do; two of them were of that deſcription whom he 
watched, and whoſe proceedings he communicated. He 
wrote me that two of them had given him reaſon to. believe 
that ſomething of a very ſerious nature was going on which 
they were acquainted with, and which they were inclined to 
' divulge, but which they would not diſcover unleſs they re- 
ceived a thouſand pounds Sterling down, of ſome very large 
ſum I am ſure it was. It occyrred to me this was not a 
: propoſal to which I could liſten ; I did not ſuf] pect Mr Watt; 
it occurred to me that the men 'Jeceived Watt, and that pro- 
bably after having received the money, (if the money could 
be given) the intelligence might not be worth having; be- 
fore J returned the anſwer, I ſhewed the letter to the Se- 
cretary of State, and to the Char cellor of the Exchequer 
and they having both concurred in the ſame opinion, I re- 
turned that anſwer, and I heard no more of Watt till I re- 
turned to Scotland. In the month of May or June, Watt men- 
tioned to me that he had been obliged to accept a bill on ac- 
count of theſe men of L. 30 Sterling, which he would be ab- 
liged to pay. .I wrote to a perſon in Edinburgh to pay that 
ſum, and it was accordingly paid. 

Mr Eratine. Q. Have you, 29 letter written by Watt 
to Mr Dundas ? 

Lord Adverate. A. After baving received my Sebpcbes 
I ſearched every place where I thought it poſſible, and or- 
dered my clk to do the ſame, I ſearched every place 
where I thought any correſpondence with Watt could exiſt. 
By wiſhed to get every correſpondente between us, and there 
is what I have. been able to find. 

Mr Erſtine.—I ſhould be extremely ſoery. to take up the 
time of the Court to read thoſe papers, and the n 
dN he does not wiſh them to be read: , 

Mr Hamilion.— The Lord Advocate has given A ſufficient 
account of the correſpondence that paſſed. between Watt and 
1 113 „ 
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Toru 8 FR not think I have ſeen ot FOI 
\ Mr Watt, ſince June or July laſt year; I may have re- 
ceived a letter from him at- Dunkeldy if 1 did, it has eſca- 
18 my recollection completely. 

Me Hamilton. I ſhall trouble your Lordſhip with ads 
one queſtion more: Whether Watt, in the interviews he 
had with your Lordthip, did not aſk of you, how he was to 


conduct himſelf, and whether he did not conduct himſelf in 


the mode that was preſcribed for him; whether he had not 
offered to Mr Secretary Dundas, to give him the informati- 
on that ſhould b to him to be EO upon the occa- 
n 

Lord Advocate. In the way I came to be introduced to 


him, and knowing I confidered him as a perſon giving infor- 
mation to government voluntarily, of what was going on, I 
conſidered him as a man of ref pectable character, i in conſe- 


0 of the inquiries I had made about it. 
Mr Anſtruther. My Lord Advocate, if I underſtood 


A your Lordſhip right, you ſaid, the only information you 


thought material, you received from Mr Watt, was that 
which reſpected the ſoldiers which you have mentioned. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that, I underſtand your LordſhiJ to have dad, 
upon inquiry, turned out, as far as you could diſcover, to be 
void of foundation. _ 

A. It certainly did. = 5 ö 

Q. Did 1 underſtand your Lordfhip right, wi you. aid, 


% 


that Mr Watt, in the month of March laſt, ad made en 75 


application to you, ſtating. that ſome perſons would make a 
diſcloſure, provided they could waa a ſum of money? 
e Is 
2 That was not accepted? Wy 
A. I wrote to him, declining to i | 
Q Hare you had, to the beſt of your weilen, any 


letter from, or any meeting with Mr Watt, ſince the meet 


ing of the Britiſh Convention that met in October 17937 


* 1 mentioned already, I think I have not ſcen him, nor 


| received 
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eecetodd wy letter from him, fince June or July 199 3. a 
I was afked, if I received a letter from him at Dunkeld, to 


which J gave for anſwer, that T do hot recolle& having re- 


ceived any fuch; but I am pofitive, J have neither receive 
any information from him, nor ſeen him ſince October 1793. | 

Me Anftruther, (to the e en 190 you * | 
any body elſe ? - | FIN. 


Mr Erſkine.—No- 


Mr Haxn.Tox thin addreſed the Counr aud bons, as 
follows : — 8 Fog 


— 


Mr Loxp Px Es rxr, e 
| GENTLEMEN OF THE Joxr, | + 
The caſe that has this day come before you, is one more 


deſerving of your attention, than any that ever, Re In 


was heard within theſe walls. 
Gentlemen, it is a caſe of perfect novelty; 3 for 1 can ven- 


ture to ſay, that, though near one hundred years have elap- 


- 


ſed, ſince the law of Treaſon in England and Scotland have 
been declared to be the ſame, (except in one caſe, relating to 


the eſtabliſhed coinage,) the preſent is the firſt trial for that 


crime that has occurred in the criminal annals of this country. 
It is a caſe, Gentlemen, of ſingular importance indeed; 


for, as it is the higheſt crime known in ſociety, ſo it is neceſ- 
farily attended with the moſt ſevere and deepeſt puniſhment. 


Gentlemen, it is a caſe of blood, and you are, this day, 
by your verdict, to decide the fate of the priſoner at the 


bar; you are to determine, whether the gates of Eternity 


are to be immediately thrown open to him, or if he is to 
be allowed to paſs the remainder of his days in peace, till 


the due courſe of Nature, and diſp denſation of Providewvs- 
| A call him at lcogth to the on” 
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hs at-the bar; in that ſituation, I am bound to do him - 


all the ſervice that I can, and I can ſafely lay my hand upon 


my heart, and, as a man of honour, declare, that I ſhall do 


bim all the juſtice that lies in my power. —lt is a duty I owe 
to the feelings of my own mind ;—It is a duty which 1 hp 


to the profeſſion to which I have the honour to belong; and 


above all, it is a duty I owe to the priſoner before you, who 

bas entruſted the defence of his precious exiſtence to my 
charge. —l do not mean to make any apology for my appear- 
ance here; but from the anxiety I muſt feel, in the ſitua- 


tion in which I ſtand, I may perhaps be led into error, in 


more reſpects than one. — The priſoner may reſt aſſured, that 


nothing ſhall be left undone on my part.— And 1 hope, that 


he will pardon me, if, from inability or inexperience, I ſhal 


/ 


ſay too little; and 1 hope, Gentlemen, to meet with your 
indulgence, and with that of the Courr, if, from. mw a _ 
laudable anxiety, I ſhall ſay too much. : 

The crime charged is High Treaſon, an attempt to overs 


turn the government of this country, the moſt important of 


all events, as it looſens the bands of ſociety, and undermines 


all ſecurity. * You, Genilemen, who live under, and enjoy 
the bleſſings of this happy Conſtitution, can you ſuppoſe, 


that any one ſhould attempt to cut himſelf off from ſuch | 


advantages! where the road to proſperity and happineſs, is 


laid open to all; where the lives of the ſubjeci are not wan- 
tonly ſported with; but where ſecurity and ſtability exiſt, 
and I truſt, ever will remain, as the.defirable and ultimate 


- object of all our wiſhes and defires ! No, Gentlemen, you 
will, from theſe circumſtances, infer the ſtrongeſt preſump- 


tion to the contrary; you will not imagine it poffible, that 
the pannel, who has been living within the mild adminiſtra- 


tion of this country, mould ſtrive to overturn its Conftitu- 


tion. It is not a thing you will lightly preſume, but, on 
the contrary, you will require the ſtrongeſt evidence has 
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l. I am ended to hy hold of . as one — pre- 
1 Jem equally well entitled to ſtate another: | 
Tha crime, Gentlemen, charged in this cafe, is the atro= .. 

- Rada crime of High "EF reaſon, But, when we look into the | | * | 
melancholy annals of our on hiſtory, where the crime of | 
High Treaſon ſtains even the darkeſt pages of our criminal 
records, we do not find that ſuch men as thoſe now at the 
bar have ſtirred the mighty miſchief. Often, too often, has 

HH the beſt, the nobleft blood of our country, from? miſtaken 
notions, ſtreamed upon the ſcaffold; but never till now, 
have we heard, of men of low pretenſions, endcavouring to 
rear themſelves into importance, by ſuch unſuitabie atte. apts; 

_ ſuch, however, is the perſon now before you; you know his 
ſituation, and you will not eaſily preſume, that he thould 
engage in attempts, entirely out of his reach, and which his 
ſphers in life cut off and e of all e or 8 
fibility of ſucceſs. 

Gentlemen, the crime charged i in ads caſe is not (and TI 
am happy it is not) a direct attempt upon the liſe of his Sa- 
ered Majeſty. Had it been ſuch, 1 for one declare I would 
not have appeared as his advocate at this bar; as I now 
ſtand I am bound no doubt to do as much as in me lies, in 
my capacity as an advocate; but had the charge been other- 
wiſe, I could not have fo far diſguiſed my feelings. I could 
not I avow have lifted up my voice*to defend one who could 
either in thought or idea have meant to attempt the life of ' 
that gracious Sovereign, whom in a former period of my 
life, I am proud to fay, I ferved, in what I ſhall ever eſte m 
the moſt honourable of all ſtations. But the crime charg= _ i 
ed is of a different complexion, It is a charge of con- -=< 
ſtructive treaſon, which bears not perſonally againſt'the-So- 0 
yereign, and which is only brought within the meaſure and 
compaſs of the law, if it is brought at all, by the moſt artie Dh 
ficial and ſtrained chain of argument. 
It is indeed faid in the indictment, and ak was PRs 
urged and enforced by Mr Anſtruther, whoſpoke ſo fully on 
this cafe, that the priſoner was guilty ef Compaſſing and 
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tber high expreſſions of. thas abs n PT » 
tho he poſſeſſes as many advantages I can never hope to 
attain having the knowledge of every particular of the law of 


England, and particularly that knowledge he has of the ſubject 


of this day, which he has urged ſo forcibly and fo well, I ſhall 


nevertheleſs be bold enough to exert my beſt endeavours in 
controverting the doctrine he has been pleaſed to lay down. 
I ſhall accordingly ſet out with what I take to be the law 
of this kingdom, as to that ſpecies of treaſon which falls un- 
der the indictment ſubmitted to your conſideration. 
The indictment is laid upon the Statute of the 25th of 


Edward III, wherein it is enacted, & That the compaſſing 
and imagining the death of the King (hall be High Trea- 


ſon ;“ but where only the imagination of the crime exiſts, 
and it can exiſt only in the mind, it is neceſſary that it 
{kould be manifeſted in ſame ſufficient manner ; ; it requires 
2 ſufficient indication and a !uflicient overt act to bring it 
within the compaſs or intendment of the ſtatute.” 
Gentlemen, I need ſcarce! inform you that by the happy 


union of this country with England; the laws of England 
and Scotland with regard to High Treaſon are declared to 


be the ſame. This is by the VII. of Queen Anne, the in- 
tent of which you well know. But Gentlemen, I muſt get 


you to confider what the import of that ſtatute is; it ſtrikes 
me that this ſtatute, which d-clares the laws of the two 


countries ſhall be one, has reference only to the laws as 


eſtabliſhed by the ſtatutes which conſtituted that- law. It 
will be aſked me by the bench as a grand leading propoG- 


tion, why we argue upon à matter that ſtands already in ſa 


clear a? light; the judicial proceedings of a Court, and a 


long train of practice which will eſtabliſh it. Practice is no 


doubt in general the rule of deciſion i in the law; but, I ap- 


prehend when the ground and foundation of that law, and 
elpecially 1 in criminal caſes, is a ſtatute or ſtatutes, you are 
ti ed down explicitly to the tenor and i:; port of the words 


of ſuch ſtatutes; «4 Judicandum eſt Legibus non exemplis.“ 
: 8977 1 1 to he 4 the On roles and therefore I con- 


ider 5 


2 5 
ger che law of the two: kingdoms EN one 1 b 
in ſo far only as the e preſs enaQtments could apply in let- 
ter and conſtruction. All that was demanded by the ęnggt- 
ment of Queen Anne was that the law of High Treaſen as 
expreſſed i in the ſtatutes then in forge, ſhoeld be adopted 
into the law of this country, and no more; Mare) explicit · 
y what I mean to ſay is this: that this country did not ex- 
preſoly adopt or give compleat and full ſanction, even to 5 
vriters I ſhall aſterwards have" occaſion. to mention to yon. 
nor did it give up or implicitiy go ãnto caſes afterwards. re- 
garded as precedents. The opinions of writers ahn An 
ſcience will na doubt be regarded, and the opinions of judges - 


meet with due reſpect; but you are not tied down by them, 


you are to regard them if you pleaſe, but you ars at the 
ſame time bound to confider,, to weigh well, and uſe your 


own Judgment and diſcretion to decide upon the law of 


treaſon as applicable to any particular caſe which. occurs in 
this country. Vou are. in fact to be bound by the words : 
and ſpirit of the ſtatutes, and not to regard. all the former 
precedents quoted to yo as the eſtabliſhed law, not of this 
cCountry but of another, whoſe ſtatute I admit y HV? ẽ 
adopted, but whoſe. opinion upon that ſtatute you ars 
at liberty either to chuſe or rejeft. In ſhort, ſq far as the 
ſtatue 25th of Edward regulates the law of High Treaſon 
it is to be regarded, but you adopted only that ſtatute, and 
not the whole of the law of England, opinions and prece · | 
dents upon that important branch of Criminal Juſtive::. {7 
If I am right and ſuccesful in maintaining this legal pro- 
poſition, there is an end of the preſent queſtion.— or, if 
the words only of the ſtatute are to be regarded as to em 
paſſing and imagining the death af the King, what mutt bs 
the reſult? muſt, not the facts charged have a direct ten- 
dency to endanger the King's te ? muſt they not ex- 


preſsly indicate the worſt of | crimes-? the endeavouring 8 


ſeck ar procure the death of the King? If that was the 

caſe, if the facts charged here amounted to ſuch black and 

0 . there would be an end of the. cauſe; but 
? KE 190 e e 
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E (his is not the caſe. | t is not attempted to be ſaid that the | 
 Hfeof the King i is, or ever has been the object of the pre- by 


ſent attack: it is not the compaſſing and imagining of the 


| death of the King, directiy with an intent to kill, but it is a 
1 conſtructiye imagination. only. II is not here a *levying of 
war, that is treaſon independently and altogether, but the 


contriving and conſpiring to levy wars which in the conſtruc. 


tion that is contended for is endangering the life of the So- 


 vereign, and thereby compaſſing his death. The words 
then of the ſtatute appear in every ſenſe that language can 
admit of to hare a pointed relation only to an immediate 


4 deſign againſt the Royal perſon, and the overt aft muſt ſhew 


that the mind had an equally definite, and certain gn 
to the accompliſhing of ſuch deſign. 

; Many authorities were quoted by Mr Anſtruther who 
opened this caſe, and theſe were no doubt of high repute 
in the law of England, and made, formidable mention of; 


many alſo were paſſed oyer which were equally well intitled 
to be duty regarded. Tho! I do not build upon them Iam 


not afraid to inveſtigate their import; 1 well know they 
confirm and ſupport 1 in the ſtrongeſt terms the conſtruction 
of the law of treaſon which I have hitherto contended for, 


One of the moſt antient writers on the law of England was 
entirely paſſed over; that is Lord Coke. 1 will take notice ' 


of him, as he is an older writer than any that have been 


taken” notice of this day. 1 ſhall take the liberty ro Nate | 


his opinion, and I have no goubt but that it will have a good 
deal of weight in your -minds on this occaſ on. 

In his third Inſtitute, page 9, he treats of the law of 
Treaſon, and takes notice of the preſent ſtatute, By the 


: common law, he mentions that a compaſſing. or conſpiracy 


to levy war is no Treaſon, for there muſt be a levying« of war 
in facto: nor is this contrary 1 to what the Gentlemau ſaid 
who ſpoke beſore me. Aſterwards, in Page 12, he men- 


| tions the mode of compaſting the King' 8 death, and how it 
js to be proved. In this branch four things are to be ob- 
| F# feryed x A this word (proveablement } provably, that is, 


To 8 # vp. 
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77 * upon direct and manifeſt dog; not upon ak re- 
_ ſumptions or inferences, or ſtrains of wit, but upon good 
«« and ſufficient proof; and herein the adverb, [provable- 
ment] provably, hath a great force and fignitieth. a direct 
* and plain proof; which words the King, the Lords, and 
10 Commons i in Parliament did uſe, for that the offence was 
% ſo heinous, and was ſo heavily and ſeverely puniſhed, as 
'« none” other the like; and therefore the offender muſt . 
+ provably be attainted, which words are as forcible as up- 


on direct and manifeſt proof. Note, the word is not 8 


6 (probably) for then commune argument uni pvght have ſer= 
« ved, but the word i is (provably) be attainted. - 
Theſe are the ſpecial words to aſcertain this crime; and 


regard alſo the mode in which it is to be brought to puniſh= 


ment, which ſhows how very exactly and eri: ically that high 
crime was iti. thoſe, days to be judged of and puniſhed. In 


the ſame treatiſe; taking notice of what he had before ſaid, 


and taking alſo notice of the ſame ſtatute, he ſays, (p. 14.) 
&« 'The compoſition and connection of the words are to be 
« obſerved, viz. [thereof be attainted by overt-deed] this 
6 preſſed, (and eſpecially to the compaffing and imagina- 
| © tion of the death of the King, &c. for that it is ſecret in 
ee the heart,) and therefore one of them cannot be an overt 
act for another: as for example, a conſpiracy is had to 
6c levy war, (this, as hath been ſaid, and ſo reſolved;) is no 


« treaſon, by this act until it be levied ; therefore it is no 


covert act or manifeſt proof of the compaſſing the death 


&« of the King within this act; for the words be (de ceo, Kc.) . 


that is, of the compaſſing of the death. For this were 
e to confound the ſeveral clafſes, or membra : dividentia et fic 
40 de cateris.” | 
Aud he alſo mentions, « 3 the viſlom b the ak 
t of this law would not make words only to be treaſon, ſee- 
80 ing ſuch variety amongſt the witneſſes are about the ſame, 
as few of them agree together. But if the ſame be ſet 
* down in vriting by the delinquent bimſelf, this is a ſuf⸗ 
- 3 Ys « ficient | 


0 relateth to the ſeveral and diſtinct treaſons beforę ex- 


LY 


1 


5 "3. 
a Kelont overt act within this ſtatute.” In the pt * 
mentioned before concerning High Treaſon in the quota- 
tion I read to you, you: will obſerve; Gentlemen, it is ſaid 
expreſsly, that conſpiring to levy war againſt the King ſhall 


not be deemetl an overt. act of reaſon within the ſtatute; 


therefore it is clear by plain conſtruQtion that this crime ſhall 
not be inferred. A conſpiracy to levy war, is a high miſde- 
meanor, and on account of the danger which may be the 
reſult, ſhould be conſidered, no doubt, as a crime of a 
deep arid ſerious: nature, and ſhould not go unpuniſhed; 
but according to this author, who conſiders the point mi- 
nutely, ſuch a conſpiracy, unleſs the war was actually levied; 
falls not within the ſtatute. This great authority is the oldeſt 
we have, in the law of England as to treaſon, of any weight; 
he was Chief Fuſtice in the reign of James I. at which period 
of our hiſtory, it will not be pretended but that as high and 
mighty ideas were entert-ined of the royal . and 
authority as in any reign we know of. 

Lord Chief Juſtice Hate was referred to by the Gentle: 
man who opened the caſe in point of law, and J alſo hope, 
Gentlemen, that you will find him of ſome ſervice to you 
in judging of this caſe ; you will pay a good deal of atten- 
tion to What that great judge writes upon the ſubject iti his 
| hiſtory of the pleas of the crown; This author was Chief 
Juſtice, and wrote ip the reign of Charles IT. and we know 
that in that reign, any matter which related to the N 
gative would not be overlooked. The paſſage 1 mean to- 
take notice of, is that which was read hy Mr 'Anſtruther, 
page Tog, and upon which he reſted as an authority in his 


favour. The words are, „Though the conſpiracy be not | 


„ immediately and directly and expreſsly the death of the 
King, but the conſpiracy is ſomething that in all probabi- 
« lity muſt induce it, and the overt act is of ſuch a thing: 
ci that muſt induce it; this is an overt act to prove the com- 


"T8 paſſing of the King's death, which will be . ef 


* ed 11 the e e and 8 
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Ir men n conſpire to a the King by bwin FI 
& ſtrong hand till he hath yielded to certain demands, - an 
. for that purpoſe gather company or write letters, this is 85 


« an overt aft to Ju the pcs of the e —_ 
Kc | * "EY 

This takes you will pethrive; treats of a ep, 
gainſt the King's life; and though by this time, the writers 
upon the la v of treaſot had begun to diverge ſomewhat 


from the plain and unequivocal conſtruction put upon'the 
ſtatute of treaſon by Sir Edward Coke, ſtill it is clear that © 
the immediate perſonal danger of the Sovereign was the ob. : 


ject in view. The paſſage I have read, points not to any 


ſtrained and forced conſtruction of circumſtances from which 


the King's liſe might be remotely put in peril, but refers 


poſitively and pointedly to ſuch circumſtances and ſituations 
where. the life of the King is expreſsly pointed at, and where 


his death could not fail to be the certain conſequence. The 


. ſays he, © ſhould be of ſomething, that in alt 


probability muſt induce it, and the overt act is of ſuch 2 
ee thing as muſt poſitively induce the death of the King.” 
Here there is no ſtraining or laboured conſtruction, but * 
plam and poſitive direction which affirms what no one vil 
deny, that a conſpiracy to levy war, which in its effect muſt 


be immediately directed againſt the King's perſon, or ac- 


cording to Lord Hale's words, mutt induce his death, is Highs, 
Freaſon. I will therefore reſt upon the authority of this 
great author, for I think it is poſitive and expreſsly in fa- 
vour of che conſtruction which can Gul be 2 wt ne” 
criminal laws of this kingdom. | 
Gentlemen, I am ſorry to trouble you with ſo much re- 


ference to books, but I feel it neceſſary in this cafe, and the 


more ſo, as the law was very largely argued from them by” 


the Gentleman who opened this caſe upon the part of the 


Crown. He took ſome notice of this writer, and T:muſt ob- 
ferve, that this ſame reſpectable judge, in_ another paſſage, 


gives a moſt poſitive and direct opinion as to the expediency - 
and 4 Me in , a Proper explanation and juſt con- 
3 W 5 
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| Tag Edward, and: of; conſtructive levying os Wars he ſays} 


« « quieke i in — but in my opinion, if new Le hoe: 


b pen for the future that have not an expreſs reſolution in 


&« point, nor are expreſsiy within the words of 25th of Ed- 
« ward il. though they may ſeem to have a parity of rea: 
«fon, it is the fafeſt way and moſt agreca v to the wiſ- 


dom of the great act of 25th Edward III. firſt to conſult 

d the Parliament and have their declaration, and to be very 
& waxy in multiplying conſtructive and interpretive treaſons, 
e for we know not where it will end.?“ 


Serjeant Hawking was referred to by the Honoutable 


Gentleman upon the other fide, and from what I could learn, 
and I could learn but very little, only from one part 1 learnt 
that tc a conſpiracy to levy war againft the King's perſon 
may be ſtated as an overt act of High Treaſon.” I] have gi- 
ven all along what I conceive to be the true conſtruction and 


meaning of the law, which this opinion of Hawkins perfect- 


ly co-incides with; it takes notice of the King's perſon, and 
_  enly-draws a conclufion when the perſon ſhould be put in 
dagger; and by mentioning the perſon. without affinity or 


relation to Government or any thing elſe, it is a plain in- 
ference that he underſtobd the ſtatute meant to apply only 


to a caſe where the royal Periouws is men, and particu- 
larly in danger. 


Judge Foſter, i in his excellent den on ; Crown Laws 
the great authority referred to and relied on this day, by 
the Gentlemen on the other ſide cf the bar, and though, 
perhaps at the firſt view, it may ſeem that he bears hard up- 


on the doctrine 1 have been maintaining, as to what is or 
ought to be deemed. an overt act of compaſſing the King's 


death in terms of the ſtatute; z yet, when more minutely ex- 
amined, it will be found that this judge draws the very di- 
ſtinction I have been all along contending for. IIe draws 
a marked diſtinẽtion between a conſpiracy to levy a war im- 


een ECTS * the King's 8 or which 
is 


V 


EY * 
js the "EY cling; when the King's Per st ſafety a nir 
ceſſarily and of conſequence be endangered, 40 that he ne- 
ver loſes fight of what was the original intendmerit of the 
ſtatute. His words are (page 195) „The care the law hath 
« taken for the perſonal ſafety of the King, is not conſined 
te to actions or attempts of the more flagitious kind, to 

« -affaffination or poiſon, or other attempts directly and im- 
6 mediately aiming at his life. It is extended to every thing 
* wilfully and deliberately done or attempted, 'whereby his 
be life may be endangered. And therefore the entering in- 
« to meaſures for depoſing or impriſoning him, or to get his 
« perſon into the power of the conſpirators, thoſe offences 
© are overt acts 4g e e chis branch a the da. 
te tnte.” 855 Ry 

Nat the tru: b aud juſtice of this legal opinion: n 
nor ſhall it be denied; and what does it come to? It a- 
mounts to no more than what I have all along mentioned, 
that the law of treaſon, that branch of the ſtatute which re- 
ſpects the compaff ing or imagining, had a relation only to 
ſuch acts, attempts, or deſigns, as had a hoſtile tendency to 


the perſon of the Sovereign; and you will not fail to notice, 
Gentlemen, that all the eaſes mentioned in the paſſage 1. 


have now read, to wit, depoſing, impriſoning, or getting 


his perſon into their power, neceſſarily imply immediate vio- 


lence; and conſequent danger to the perſon is then moſt 


properly regirded as High Treaſon, had will, I truſt,” ever 


be the law of this country. 4 66] 
In the next chapter, where he treats of 10 0150 war; * 


Learned Judge mentions what kind of inſurrections and 


riſings will amount to a levying of war within the ſtatute, 


as alſo, when and in what-caſes a canipiracy to levy war for 


ſuch and ſuch purpoſes, though not treaſon within the 
r of levyingy is yet an overt act of compaſling or ima- 
* gining the death of the King. To the diſtinction here fixed, 

1 muſt, Gentlemen, call your. earneſt attention; AInſur- 
ul rections,“ fays he, (page 211) © in order to throw down 
1 an to alter the W law, or change re- 
8 < $0 * ligion, 
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„ des, 0 enhance the price -of all labour, or to open all 
« priſons, all riſing in order to effect theſe i innovations of a 
public and general concern hy an armed force; are in cou- 
| Taube of- law High Treaſon, within the clauſe of levy- 
& ing war. For though they are not levelled at the perſon 
1 of the King, they are againſt his Royal Majeſty; and, be. 
4 ſides they haye a direct tendency to diſſolve all the bonds of 
4 ſociety, and to deſtroy all property and all government too, 
* by numbers and armed force. Inſurrections like wiſe for 
- ©, redrefling national grievances, or for the ex pulſion of 
= foreigners i in general, or indeed of any ſingle nation here 
4. living under the Protection of the King, or for the re · 
4 formation of -xeal or imaginary evils; of a public nature, 
« and in which the inſurgents have no ſpecial intereſt. Riſ- 
e ings ta effect theſe ends by force and numbers, are by 
« conſtruction of law within the clauſe of leyying war, 
< For they are develled at the King's crown and royal dig- 
| « nity. ” He then goes on to notice Benſteag's s cafe, where 
an: Anſurreſtion was raiſed to ſeize Archbilhep. Laud at 
Lambeth-houſe, and which was adjudged High Treaſon. 
Gentlemen 1 call your attention to this paſſage, and I 
tequeſt of you to conſider whether ſome of the caſes 
there enumerated, , do or do not very ſtrictly , reſemble 
che object for which a riſing, was and be de. aten * 
charged in this indictment. 
But, Gentlemen, you will e 15 hs learned 1 
in the paſſage I have now read, is ſpeaking of an actual levyz 
ing of war, wkere an inſurrection bas been raiſed, and war 
actually levied, which makes the criminality and brings the 
Caſes within the ſtatute; and in the very next page and ſec- . 
Aion, what are his words? © But a bare conſpiracy for ef- 
s fecting a riſing for the purpoſes mentioned in the two 
; $6 -precceding ſections, and in the next, is not an overt act 
4 of compafling the King's death, nor will it come within 
ec any fpecies of treaſon. within the 25th of Edward III. 
cc unleſs the riſing be effected, and. in that caſe the couſpi- 
* TIO" as ets we * will all be a gaity ; for 
| « in 


4 


1 


4 in igh 8 all kinds, all the participes Se | 
« are principals ;” and lie refers to the caſe of Damaree and 


Purchaſe, upon the trial of Doctor Sacheverell, which would 


not have been High Treaſon unleſs a riſing had actually tax - 


en place. Gentlemen, this is a pointed and great authority: 


and Jam well pleaſed with this opinion, for it ſuits exactly the 


caſe before you. It is not ſaid that any war has been actually 


levied, but tliat there has been a conſpiracy only to levy 
war. Gentlemen, you will judge if the exiſtence of that con- 


ſpiracy is made out by evidence; and although it was, al - 


though there was ſome appearance of ſome deſign to effectu- 


ate ſome kind of riſing, ſure I am, you will never believe 


or imagine that it was a war of the greater degree, dire&tly | 


| tending to endanger the King himſelf, but, if at all, of the 
leſſer ſpecies only, as diſtinguiſhed by Foſter, which never 


having been levied, amounts to no overt act ſo as to ihdicate 


a compaſling of the King's death in terms of the ſtatute. 
I ami confirmed in the inference I draw from this evident 


diſtin&tion by the opinion of a great lawyer indeed, quoted 


to you by the Gentleman on the other fide of the bary 
Chief Juſtice Holt; he was not one that wrote books, but 


he was one upon whoſe authority books have beeii written 5 1 
I will ſhortly take notice of the paſſage in his charge to the 


Jury on the trial of Sir John Friend, which bears on this 


taſe ; Bis doctrine is laid down in very ſtrong, and I think, 


very clear and expreſſive terms; and applies moſt pointedly 


to the caſe now before you, ſo that you will therefore weigh 


1 with ſufficient attention. Taking notice of the argument 
that had been uſed for Sir John Friend, he fays, te here is 
s aricther thing that he did infiſt upon, and that is matter 


&« of law. The ſatute of Edward HI. was read, which is 
ie the great ſtatute about treaſons, and that does contain dia 
' & vers ſpecies of treaſon, and declares what ſhall be treaſon; 


«& one treaſon is the compaſling and 1 imagining the death of 
i the King, another is the levying war. Now, fays he, 


t here is no war actually levied; and a bare conſpiracy or 


&« deſign to yy war, does not come within this law of 


* 
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x...” « High Treafoh Now, f Wap that I muſt tell vou, bent 


1 5 "IO * only 2 conſpiracy. to levy war, it is not treaſon; but if the 
= 1 0 defign and conſpiraey be either to kill the King or to de- 
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1 3 % poſe him, or impri! on him or put any foree orjreſtraint 
=: upon him, and the way and method of effecting Gaſes i3 
W levying a war, there the corſultation or conſpiracy to 

A levy a War for that purpoſe is High Treaſon, though no 

4 war be levied 5 for ſuch conſultation and conſpiracy. i is ary 

14 overt act, proving the compaſſing the death of the King, 

7 e which is the firſt treafon mentioned in the ſtatute of Ed. 
3 ward III. for the words of that ſtatute are, that if any 
D % man ſhalt compaſs or imagine the death of the King. 

| « Now, becauſe a man deſigns the death, depoſition. or de- 

| % 4 ſtructioh of the King, and to that defign, agrees and 

_ b « conſolts to tevy war, that this ſhould not be High Trea- 
5 B55 1 * ſon, if a war be not actually levied, is 2 very ſtrange 

|. - + © doctrine, and the contrary has always been held to be 

© „ hw.” Now, to this doctrine I moſt cordially ſubſcribe, 
for you wilt obſcrve that this is the greater degree of war he 
is ſpeaking of, which the words he has uſed evidently ſhew 
bears directiy upon the King's perſonal ſafety, who by ſuck 
a war muſt either be deſtroyed or put in extreme danger: 
He then proc: eds to draw the diſtinction; There may, ” 

1H 8 he, & be a war levied without any deſign upon the King' 2 

bd. „„ perſon or endangering of it; which if actually levied is 


_ High Treaſon ; but a bare deſigning to levy war without 
| 5 & more, will not be Treaſon. As for example, if perfous 
o aſſemble themielves and act with force i in oppoſition 
BY. EN « to ſome. law which they thick inconvenient, and hope 


FS | 4 thereby to ge: it repe led; this is a levying cf war, and 
1 8 Freaſon, tho purpoſing and „ing it is not ſo; ſo 
—_ (. when: they. endeavour : in great numbers with force to 
5 Bf make ſome reformation of their own heads without pur- 
_ ſuing the methods of the law, that is à levying of war 
. and a, * the e and Fer it is not 
T | . „ 


— 


"Move; dan OY do l cloſe my legal ib 1 N 
ſure there is no occaſion to cloſe them with one ſtronger inn 
my favour than that I laſt mentioned. It eſtabliſhes expreſſ. ' 
1 the diſtinction contended for of the major and minus de- 


gree of war, to levy which a conſpiracy may be on foot; 


having done ſo 1 leave Jou to draw the concluſion, and 1 
am confident you will not heſitate to think but that the caſe 
before you with all its circumſtances clearly falls under the 
liſt of theſe degrees, and cannot r be attended 


| either with conviction or puniſhment. Mo - 


Gentlemen, you have, I beli-ve, all the 1 on wa | 
Kides before you, and as you are intitled to judge both of 
the law and fact. in this caſe I thought it a part of my du. 
ty to ſtate what I thought applicable, that you might have 
at leaſt both fides of the queſtion fairly to Fug | 


own judgment and diſeretion. 


It is faid, Gentlemen, that compaſſing to Jary) war, 4 IP. 2 
ways be held as an overt at of compaſling the. king's deaths , E 
but, Gentlemen, I cannot agree to this, for the conſtruction 
which 1 apprehend is to be given to this ſtatute. of Edward - 
third, is fortified by another argument of very great impor- 
tance. It contains two ſpecies of "Treaſon; it contains a 
compaſſing the death of the King, which is Treaſon of a 
moſt dangerous nature; and it contains alſo a levying of 7 
war againſt the King, which alſo is Treaſon; but if a con- 
ſpiracy to levv war was ſufficient to bring any one within 
che other clauſe of the Starute; the compaſling the King's 
death, the making the It vying of war alſo T reaſon, is an 
enactment perf:&ly ſuperabundant and unneceſſary it be 


ing abſolutely neceſſary that before a war is levied there be 


à conſpiracy to levy that war. Ia this view then the Sta- 
tute is abſurd, and tho' ſhort and moſt important, is yet in 


the very: outſet overwhelmed with inexplicable language ind 


unneceſſary redundancy, Gentlemen, I have a higher reſ- 
| pet and eſteem for the wiſdom of our anceſtors than to go 
intothisidea. Idon't think they would throw away their words 


in vain and without intending that. they ſhould have ſome 
| 1 PS 3 cect 


b 


* er meaning, yet according to the meanin 
- Ehuſe which the gentlemen contend for, "they lars been 
groſly guilty of miſzpplying their words to no purpoſe. 1 | 
_eannot preſume this, and I muſt on the contrary.conclude | 
- that the legiſlature of England, at that time as well as in 
later periods, really underſtood that there was à diſtinct dif. 
8 ference as to what was meant to be expreſſed in the two 
: branches of the Statpte; that they were different ſpecies of ; 
crimes altogether, and could not be taken by implication 
and e R to in, aid and aſſiſt one ano- 
er. 
bs en: 5 the r 8 and idea i is e 0 
Powerful ſtrengthened by the conſideration of one or two 
Statuteg in ſubſequent periods. By the ſtatute of 13th 
of Elizabeth, 1 dare ſay I have no occaſion to read it, 1 will 
Nate whatt conceive 1 to be the import of i ity but 1 ſtand under 
the eprrection of the gentlemen on the other ſide if wrong, 
by that act it was declared that a bare conſpiracy to leyy war 
of itſelf ſhould be deemed High Treaſon. Gentlemen, did | 
this import the conſideration, the conſtruction, and un- 
 derftandiag of the nation at large, and the opinion of the 
Legiſlature and ſages of the law that made this Statute, that 
ut. that time a bare conſpiracy to levy war could not be 
brought any how within the clauſe of compaſing « or ug: 
ing the King pr Queen's death'd > © 
What occaſion was there for that Statute if 4 "Wa ſtood 
e is now contended i it does, that A conſpiracy to levy war 
without any - diſtinction, was 3 coinpafſing of the King's . 
death, and came under the Statute of Edward III? but 
this v was under the view of thoſe who enacted the ſtatute of 
the I 3th of Elizabeth, it was under t their conſideration, but 
fill they thought it neceſſary to make ſach a law. mn 
' ſtatue was only for the life of the Queen, ſo that on her 
gemiſe, and upgn that ſtatute's expiring, the queſtion re- 
perts to what Was the law before that ſtatute was enatted ; 
and this I have endeavoured, I think upon ſound reaſon and 
33 to youu out. 2 Gentlemen, in 0 


. 


Cw + 


' rath of Charles the H. another. Age. was. enafted m- 
lar tothatof Elizabeth, whereby it was declared, N . 


* whoever ſhould compaſs or imagine to levy wat againſt his - 
„ Majeſty, within the realm or i Nd Coy "ns... 


« © guilty of High Treaſon. 5 

Here again the enacting of this law 8 me out n 
of as well as inthe former ; for it was underſtood and muſt 
have been re to be the law by our anceſtors, and 
the lawyers both in the reign. of Queen Elizabeth and of _ 
Charles II. that by the 25ta of Edward III. a compaſſing 
to levy war was not High Treaſon, nor could as * the 
ſpirit or tenor of the ſtatute of treaſon, - 

Here alſo the ſame concluſion follows uy act was mY 
made for the life of Charles the I, -fo that having expired, 
the law reverts to that conftruction which I ſay it ſhould 
have, and which according to my argues it ch _ 
before theſe temporary acts were paſſed. 

Gentlemen, I don't really think I ns Oey 
ter too far, and God forbid that even in a cafe of death, 
which it muſt be if the priſoner is found guilty, God forbid, 
Iſay, that I ſhould ftrain the matter too hard where a con: 
ſpiracy it is ſaid comes in competition, a. confpiracy againſt -* 


C the life of our gracipus King; but from authorities I have 


been at ſome pains to diſcover and digeſt in my own mind, 
T do believe I am not preſſing this matter farther than 1 
ought. J have examined a good many precedents and _— 
which have occurred fince the period I was talking of, but r 
will not refer you farther back, as I don't wiſh to engage 
much of your time, than to the_reign of Charles the II. 


and it appears to me, that whereyer there has been an bots 
dictment upon the compaſſing aud imagining the death of 


the King, there has always been a direct referenee to ſome 


attempt upon the perſon of the Sovereign, or ſome relation 
to it in ſome circumſtances, ſo that imminent 3 to * : 


muſt have fol! owed from the meaſures purſued. 


In the Rye Houſe plot buſineſs, ſo well knows in hiſtory, 985 


E e to . in that 
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' exiled monarch, James II. 
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| cuſe, there was no occaſion for uſing any. TRIO conſtruc. 


tion, or of bringing proof of any overt act, which, by in- 
ference migat have perhaps accomplithed the King's death; 


N there was a direct attempt againſt the life of the Sovereign, N 
à violett attempt to cut off and aſſaſſinate him, but which 
however never took effect 3 no dou two trials followed 


thoſe of Walicot, Hone, and others, who were concerned in 


the Rye Houſe plot; I mean the trial of Alger non, Sidney, 


and Lord Ruſſel. Theſe were tried upon indictments for 


4 High Treaſon, and an overt act was endeavoured to be 
proved upon Lord R-flel, that he had been in Converſation 


about the ſeizing of the King's Guards; but that was held 
to he an overt act of coinpaſſing the King? s death z- but you 
will not be led away by contidering that caſe as a caſe of 


precedent in point of law, tor we know well that the at- 


taiiider and the proceedings againſt that noble Lord were re. 
probated and reverled in the next reign, and the ground of 
the reverſal, both in that caſe and in that of Sydney and 


Anrong, was the having flown in dire& QI ta 
Jaw. 


The next caſe that ſtrikes me, as + having any ide to 
the preſent caſe, is that of L rd Preiton, who, in the reign 
of William III. endeavoured to ſupport the in ereſt of the 

Now, it is a fact. Gentlemen, that the chicf A ad 
in that indictment, was, his having cy reg to bring in 


the Pretender, fer ſo James II. was then called. It is no 
doubt true, that the indictment was framed . upon his 


having been guilty of compaſſing the King's death; but 
this 'is_eafily explained, for there the direct effect which 


Lord Preſton's attempt muſt have had upon the life of the 
Sovereign, was ſo obvious, that it would admit of no other 


conſtruction; it was to bring in James II. it. was as much as 


to ſay, we will attempt to take away the life of the Sove- 


reign, King William; for there cannot be two Kings in this 


country, one or other muſt fail: fo ttiat in fact, it may not 


ear be gone nn to the Judgment, which, by 
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mference, was formed . that fa; and, I a Latent 


upon locking into the reeord, it went upon the other 


ground, to wit, endeavouring to bring in the Pretender, and : 
not at all upon the mats or his e and e 


the King's death. 


The next great inſtance k was che ff by 


nation plot, in the reign of William III. you muſt de well 


acquainted with the circumſtances. Fhufe who were firſt - | 


tried, to wit, Charnock, King, and Keys, were. accufed of a 


conſpiracy to aſſaſſinate the King; the indictment was laid 


upon an attempt to compaſs the King's death; it was proved 
there were poſitive and direct acts, in order to take away 


the life of the Sovereign, by compleat aſſaſſination; it ſays; 
it was by having that in view, only, and not any attempt a- 


gainſt the life of the Sovereign, by conſtructive "reaſoning, 
or far fetehed inference, which would at all times admit of 
dubiety. A good many caſes were tried at» the ſame time, 


to wit, the cafes of Rockwood, Cranbourne, Lowick, Cooke 


and Knightly, but they all went nearly upon the ſame point: 
For in thefe, the indidment was laid, both on the plot for 


aſſaſſinating the King, and for adhering to the King's e- 


nemies, being then at war with France; fo that, upon either 


branch, there was no occaſion for any ſtrained. or artificial 
chain of argument. The caſe of Sir William Parkyns was 


preciſely ſtmilar, and then it wis that the opinion of Lord Chief 
Juſtice Holt, in the cafe of Friend, formerly noticed; made its 


appearance. That opinion, ſo far from militating upon my 


argument, confirms it; for. in that caſe, the indictment 


was laid, both upon compaſſing and imagining the King's 


death, and upon adhering to the enemies of the King, and 
it is well known, Sir John Friend had as nigh a connection 


as poſſible, with the perſons concerned in the aſſaſfination 


plot; but, although that was not, perhaps, complea ly pro- 


ved, certain it is, that in that caſe, there was a diſtinct 


ground of Treaſon, that of adhering, and correſponding 


with our enemies. And as to Sir John Friend. it was pro- 
hs that 88 had CY Rows BIN H. and culiſted 


W 


FI Ge. This was, in A an FOE to 15 
V, againſt the intereſt of William III. It comes to the 
taſe of Preſton and Aſhton, where there was an intention 
to dethrone one party, which was to be done, by introdu- | 


5 cing James II. and it is clear, that had as direct a tendency 


to endanger the perſonal ſafety of the Sovereign; as can be 
brought, by fair conſtruction, within that branch of the 
ſtatute which relates to e or e the 
| King's death, _ 
MI Anfiruther 5 5 notice of a later. dis than any of | 
* theſe, the caſe of Chriſtopher Layer, in the year 1722. This, 
I believe, has always been confidered as a leading caſe, and 
certain it is, that it is by no means a ſhort 6ne. _ 
This gentleman was indicted, iſt, for compaſling the 
King s death; 2d, for an attempt to bring in the Pretender. 
Now, as theſe were two grand corcluſions, I am furely 
not tied down 10 conclude that it went entirely either u- 
pon the one or the other of the two churges; and one or the 
- bther, are equally and ſufficiently broad to bring it within 
the meafure of High Treaſon: Accordingly, the acts laid 
Were very numerous, no leſs than five different acts were 
charged: That he conſpired to ſlir an inſurrection; to 
bring in the Pretender; enliſted men for him; publiſhed 14 
treaſonabte declaration; and laſtly, conſpired to ſeize the 
perſon of the King. The conſpiracy to bring in the Pre- 
tender, and the enliſting men for him were, proved, fo that - 
here he fell within two clauſes of the treaſon: law, the 
bringing i in the Pretender, and adhering to the King's ene- 
mies, and the charge of compaſling, might be left out alto- 
gether : The publiſhing of the treaſonable declaration, and 
conſpiring to ſeize the King's pexſans were proved by Lynch 
' the chief witnefs, ſo that here was a compleat caſe, nay, the 
compleateſt of all cates, no leſs than a direct attempt to take 
may the life of the King, by ſeizing his perſon, an act 
which I muſt always conſirue, as putting him in ſuch dan- 
ger that death may ſoon be expected 10 follow 5 nor do 1 
e 5 s Us well Said by the learned guage * 1 that 
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10 been the priſons and the | graves of princes, the ate 
« iz, very ſmall,” | 
2 truſt, Gentlemen, that theſe 905 will have e | 
weight upon your minds, in juelging of that which is now. be 
fore you; for though I have actentively conſidered the | 
indictment which lies before you, yet I do not think be: 
is ſuch an indictment, as bears ſo. exactly, or in any 
4 bears ſo much upon the perſonal. danger of 
the King, as aby one of thoſe caſes I have mentioned. 
If there ſhould be a defect in the law. of this 
kingdom, I am ſorry for it; and if it ſhould be neceſſary, 
as in the 13th of the reign of Elizabeth, and 'z4th of 
Charles II. let an act be paſſed for the temporal life of the 
Sovereign, or let it be perpetual, declaring, that'a bare con- 
piracy to levy war, ſhall be High Treaſon; let it be ſo, and 
in God's name, let the lieges know which way the law is to 
go, that they may not find a precipics under, their feet 1 
hope and truſt, however, that there will be no occaſion. for 
any addition to the voluminous penal code of this kingdom 
for I am confident, that his Majeſty reſts fecurely in the bo- 
ſom, of his country, and requires no farther ſupport, than 
that which I am ſure he deſervedly enjoys, the love, wet 
on, and loyalty of his faithful ſubjects. 15 
Having taken up ſo much of your time, Gent emen, in 
ſtating what J conceive to be the law of Treaſof, as appli- 
cable to this caſe, and the particular view you are to take of 
the conſtruction, allowed to be given to the indictment, 
which has been preferred againſt this man, I now call 
your attention to the conſtruction you are to allow your 
minds to give to the import of the evidence that has been 
given this day; and in doing ſo, L ſhall endeavour, not * 
melee much farther upon your time or patien ce 
The accuſation contained in the indictment, in order 0 | 
make out the propoſition, that there has been a compaſſing | 
and imagining of the King's death, ſeems, according to my. 
ideas, to reſolve itſelf into four heads. That there have been 
means uſed, and actual meaſures taken, in order to raiſe and 
eſtabliſh a Convention, inimical to the preſent government 
of this ARTE That a con 1900 has been alſo 8 
m 8 into, 


Into, by certain RS. ons, the ED being alledged to be 
one, for ſeizing the Caſtle of Edinburgh, for fighting with 
the forces, drawing them out of the Caſtle, and putting 
them in ſuch a ſituation as to get an advantage over them; 
and for ſcizing the Judges, Magiſtrates, the Banks, and Ex- 
ciſe Office in this place. Another charge is, for publiſhing 

_ addreſſes of an inflammatory and treaſonable tendency, to 
draw off the attention of the ſoldiers from their duty, and 
ſtir up mutiny among them. And the laſt is, having taken 
meaſures to provide arms, in order to carry theſe proceed- 
ings into effect. In the outſet of this caſe, much evidence 
was brought forward, relative to what took place in London 
ſome time ago, in a ſociety called the London Correſponding 
Society. That evidence, all along, appeared fo me, totally 
unconnected with the preſent queſtion, but when objected 
fo as fuch, it was then avowed, by the Gentleman who 
opened the caſe, that it was done, with a view to connect 
the priſoner at the bar with the proceedings that took place 
between the London Correſponding Society, and the Britiſh 
Convention here. J am ſatisfied ſuch was the intention, 
but at the ſame time, I find I have no occaſion, and ſhall 
therefore take no notice whatever, of that ſociety, nor any 
of their proccedings: Let their intentions be as wicked as 
what that Gentleman may figure them, it is of no conſe- 
quence to my argument; for 1 ſay, no connection whatever 
Bas been eſtabliſhed between that ſociety and the priſoner at 
this bar, and the mode in which it was attempted to be 
made out, as clearly, nay, {till more clearly ſhewed, that the | 
meaſure bad failed. We mean, ſay they, to prove a connec- 
tion, betwixt the London Correſponding Society, and the 
Priſoner at the bar, by means of the Pritifh Convention | in 
Edinburgh, and evidence was led to make out this propoſi- 
tion. That evidence, however, made out no ſuch point; on 
the contrary, it at onde eſtabliſhed, that the prifoner, Mr 
Watt, never was, or had been. a member of the Britiſh 
Convention at all. It is needleſs, therefore, for me to take 


notice a an ng. that Toon Place i in reſ 2 to the London 
| 8 
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. Society, or of any correſpondence o or roms | 
\ munication that was carried on betwixt that Society, and | 
the Britica Convention at Edinburgh, for with that Con- 
vention, and its meaſures, whatever they were, he had ne 
connection. : | 
When the Britiſh Convention Was put an end to in * 5 i 
cloſe of the year 1793, it has been faid that on the back 
of that, there aroſe other meetings, and that the private ſo- 4 
cieties were not only more numerous than before, but they. 
were alfo better and more punctually attended than ever; 
that there then aroſe two ſeveral meetings, the one called a : 
Committee of Union, out of which was formed agother, gn 
called the Committee of Ways and Means; and it is ſtated + 
that the priſoner at the bar was a member of both, and 
having been at one and the other of thele meetings, is to 
be implicated-in all the guilt which can be affixed to heir 
Proceedings. ; 
Gentlemen, I Mall not I truſt be long i in ſtating what I. 
conceive to be the import of the evidence laid before you 
upon that head, and I ſhall do it the more readily, as it is 
a duty incumbent upon me for the ſatisfying of your minds, 
as well as of my own. But what was attempted to be carried 
into effect by theſe two meetings, the Committee of Union, 
and the Committee of Ways and Means ? We were told in 
the opening of this eaſe, that it was to ſcize the whole 
power of Government into their own hands, and to mould , 
the law into their own form and ſhape, This is the mode 
in which this point was opened in the outlet, bat I'do not. 
find any ſupport given by the evidence, to ſuch a high 
ſtrained and overbearing hypotheſis, I ſee no evidence 
of there being any danger whatever of ſuch a deſign, _ 
This ſuppoſition, however, was endeavoured to be ſup- 
ported by proving an attempt to ſeize the Caſtle, the 
Exciſe” office, the Banks, the ' Magiſtrates and Judges; 
fill, however, I do not find any, evidence that brings the By 
actual attempt for ſcizing of the Caſtle home to this gen- 
= deren. There was an account siven no doubt, that this 
ö _ 5 N m2 e . gentleman, DEE. 
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. propoſe any plan about ſeizing the Caſtle; | 
i b rhat there was not in fact any ſerious determinati jon 


| 3 
Pente had Wen 0 red ſome kind of plan of 
that fort, but the witneſſes for the Crown, both Mr- Bon- 


thron and Nl. Ewan ſay nothing that can be conſtrued into 
à plan of that nature having been agreed upon, digeſted and 


put in train, ſo as to be carried into ultimate effect. If it 


Tould even have been mentioned at all, it is impoMible to 


conceive that the practicability of ſo abſurd and ridiculous 
a plan could have entered into the head of man. I have 
taken down what was ſaid when this ſtr inge plan was talked 
of; Arthur M Ewan ſaid nothing particular was faid about 
ſeizing the Caftle, and no time was mentioned when it was 
to be done. Now, if this had been an eſtabliſhed plan, 


would not ſomething have been done in order that it might 


actually be carried into effect? ſome time would have been 
fixed, fome meaſures taken, and ſome prepirations made, 


: but there ĩs not one witneſs to ſpeak to an allegation of that 


nature; all that they point at is a converſation about ſuch 


a plan, if it was thought it might be practicable, and if its 


ſucceſs and effect depended upon its practicability, I am ſure 

it could have no exiſtence whatever, even in the mot vifion< 

uy imagination, | | | Md 
According to my underftanding of the matter, I coneeive 


it was meant never to be carried into execution, it exiſted 


only i in the moſt ſpeculative form imaginable, if\at all, but 
there was no ſyſtem or correct plan laid down, no particu- 


lar act propoſed, no means prepared, for that: extravagant 
wild ſcheme that is brought into evidence. 
of Bonthron' s, he takes notice of his having been at the 
Sub Committee, which I underſtand to be the Committee of 
. Ways and Means, conſiſting of Watt, Downie, Stock, Fair- 


In this evidence 


ley, Burke, M-Ewan and himſelf, in all ſeven perſons : That 


| he never heard Watt propoſe any plan about ſeizing the 


Caſtle, but heard him, lays he, make ſome kind of propoſal, 
but does not ſay (and Iwill ſtand corrected by the Gentleman 
that has taken down the devolitions) he never heard bim 
Is not this con- 
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there never was ſuch a propoſition, and you muſt of * 
lay it out of your ang} in anne . e gica 
| altogether. MAR 6: 

It is alſo. faid an met was to bo: 21. to W che 
King's ſoldiers, a party to be at the Luckenbooths, and a 
party at the Weſt bow. From this gentleman's evidence 
(Bonthron) a witneſs for the Crown, vhoſe name 1 would with 


you to take notice, I perceive is more frequently mentioned in 


all the meetings that took place than that of any other of the 
members, fa that he muſt know the amount and ſum total of 
every thing that was talked of at theſe meetings; he telis you 


hardly any thing at all about attacking the ſoldiers : he tells - 


you of ſome kind of wild ſcheme of kindling a fire at the E 
ciſe Office, and that this would naturally dra out the ol. 
diers to extinguiſh the fire, ſo that an opportunity would he 
given to carry on the dangerous ſchemeintended. This would 


bring the ſoldiers from the Caſtle, and then he fuppoles 


(he is a gentleman that makes many ſuppoſitions) the ſo 
diers being drawn ont of the Gaftle, perhaps the party he 


belongs to would take a part in the propoſed ſchemes. Gen- 


tlemen, it will not be pretended to be ſaid, that taking a 
Caſtle by force or without force, are one and the ſame 
thing; 3 if they found this Caſtle empty, they might be en- 
titied to go there as well as to any other place. This would 
not however have been a levying of war, for the only cha- 
racteriſtic quality of levying war, being uſing force, and 
in this caſe it is clear there was none uſed, nor any fack 


thing either done cr propoſed to be done; but only an in- 


tention, it is ſaid, of a conſpiracy to ſeize the Caſtle (I have 


it from his evidence) not to be done, if ſuch a mad ſcheme 


vVere ever in agitation, by force; and he expreſsly ſays he 


heard nothing, nor r ne of SITY | 


ſoldiers at all. | 

Therefore, ede I have a right to call upon you to 
lay our of your minds altoge: her that rodomontade ſcheme, _ 
i it ever * of n the Caſtle. Could there be a 
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more abſurdity than ſuppoſing the poſlibility of 
fack an attempt] In order to accompliſh t his mighty ef. 


a8 of human ſtrength and ingenuity, the only force is ſeven 
With ſeven men to ſeize one of the ſtrongeſt Caſtles 


Ka ihe kingdom! I ſee no more produced to you by the evi- 
dence than ſeven men; theſe ſeven men, who compoſe ' the 
| Committee of Ways end Means, meet, and then they lay 
their wiſe heads together, it is ſaid, in order to lay hold of 


the Caſtle of Edinburgh. It is too abſurd a ſcheme in fact 


to be got over, or to come into the heads of men to con- 


ccive. It was fo abſurd and ridiculous, I am ſurprized it 
could be laid in this inditment. And then, Gentlemen, 
be pleaſed to configer. what is the evidence brou ght forward 


of this mighty confpiracy? Who are the witneſſes who 


ſpoke at all to this ſtrange confuſed and inconſiſtent 
fcheme ? The witneſſes which the Crown entirely relies 
upon are Bonthron and M*Ewan, who are ſuppoſed to-be 


accomplices in this intended conſpiracy. They are both 


Farticipes criminis, if there has really been any crime in 


contemplation, and on that account not intitled to or de- 
ſerving of any credit in your minds. If again there Has 


been no crime committed, if no ſcheme of this nature ever 
was in agitation, they are ſtill leſs to be credited; for they 
have ſo far volunteered in the myſterious ſtory, that they 


| cannot now with any conſiſtency eptirely fall back from the 


ſtrange tale, abſurd and unaccountable as it turns out to be. 
But, Gentlemen, I dread not their evidence, ſome of theſe 


are not very ready in their ſtory, and tho? in a ſituation 
_ where they have no intereſt to be very delicate, either in 
_ evaſton or in concealment, yet when interrogated and defir- 
ed to ſpeak out boldly, they tell you they cannot poſitivelß 


fay, or they cannot tell, they ſuppoſe ſo,—but their depoſi- 

tions are even more favourable to ſupport my argument, for | 
they poitively fay they never ſaw any ſcheme that was 
Propoſed or agreed to be put in execution, or any attempt 


made to carry into eflect the mighty e © of N che 


Caſtle of gh, | 
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A great deal of evidence was produced as to 2 gh 
conſpiracy for ſeizing of the Banks. I need not trouble you, 
Gentlemen, with recapitulating that evidence, nor with what 
related to the ſeizing of the Exciſe Office which ſtands pre- 
ciſely in the ſame ſituation. But I do maintain, that if this 
caſe is to be brought within the deſcription of a conſpiracy | 
to levy war againſt the King, which is thence ſaid to be an 
overt act of compaſſing the death of the King; I have noth- 
ing to tell vou more than that the actual feizing of the 
Banks would not be levying of war according to the law of 
England. The Banks are the private property of indivi- 


duals, and a burglary of à dangerous and aggravated na- 
ture might have been committed. The injury in ſuch a a 


caſe might to ſome individuals be greater than to others, 


but J truſt that it never will be laid down for law, that the 


ſeizing of the Banks or open attack of any ſuch building or 


repoſitory, or any other building of a private nature would 
be a levying of war. It might amount to a riot, and if it was 
done ſecretly to a burglary, but no more. But the caſe is a 


thouſand degrees ſtronger, for it has not been ſaid, that 


any attempt or attack was actually made upon the public 


Banks; no, Gentlemen, no ſuch thing has been alledged; it 
is only ſaid that there was a conſpiracy or deſign to ſeize 
the Banks, but which Ws well Know never was n 1885 
effect. 5 | Cf OP 
How then does the queſtion reſt, even x upon the i s 
-own ſuppoſition? There is the intention to do an act which 


had it been done would have been fo far criminal, but 


which it is agreed never was effected ; without going farther 


therefore it is enough to ſay that there is not the ſlighteſt 


reſemblance of a criminal a& before you, far leſs ſuch an 


one as would tend to eſtabliſh and fill up the deep accuſa- 


tion of High Treaſon. I need not I am ſure, Gentlemen, la- 
bour this which is ſo clear a point any longer, but the ſame 
obſervation was made as to the deſign to ſeize the Exciſe 
Office, and the fame obſervation in anſwer preciſely applies. 
1 is the King 8 Houſe no +doube for a certain branch of his 
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| revenue, but it is not a place of ſtrength belonging to . 
King. I am equally ſtrong here, the poſitive attack upon 
ſuch a honſe, upon ſuch a repoſitory, could not be levying 
war; and although it was proved, it will never bear the 
eonfiruttion intended to be put upon it in order to make 
out the caſe which is a caſe of High Treaſon. It does not 
appear to me there is any proof to ſhew any ſuch intention 
as ſeizing either the one or the other of theſe two public 
buildings, fo that whether the fact is admitted or denied, the 
legal tonciuſion is in a caſe, equally ſtrong in the pri- 
faner's favour. 

Much was faid of a deſign ſuppoſed to be connected with 
this alledged plan, and of which the witneſſes ſpeak equi- 
vocally, that is, a deſign to ſeize ſome of the very Honour- 
reble Judges upon this, Bench, and the Honourable Chief 
Magiſtrate of the city. 1 am fure I ſhould be extremely 
forry if ever the ſlighteſt harm came to any one of theſe 
| honourable perſons; it would give me, I am ſure much 
pain; but J am ſpeaking of a caſe of law, and I muſt obſerve 
in point of argument, that an attack upon any one of the 
honourable Judges or Magiſtrates whom I now ſee before 
me, would not, though attended with force, amount to an 
Act of High Treafon. We know well that any violent attempt 
vpon the perſon of a judge by the Statute is High Treaſon, 
but only when fitting in judgment. But if not ſitting in 
judgment, then it is clear that tho? attended with even the 
moſt fatal conſequences, which God for ever deprecate, it 
wauld not be an act of High Treafon. If the actual perpe- 
tration of fuch a crime would not have amounted to a 
charge of High Freaſon, far leſs can the bare deſign to 
make ſuch an attack as might be attended with fatal conſe- 
quenees, be decmed according to the conſtruction of law 
an act of High Treaſon. But the caſe! is infinitely ſtronger, 
for the attempt was to do what ? It was to ſeize the perſon of 
the Judges and -that of the chief Magiſtrate of the city : 

ths is a egree immenſely remote 88 the crime of High 
Tx aſon, and tho' deferving of exemplary puniſhment, if 
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| u bd taken effect yet would not fall within the Aleription 2 


of a crime of that heinous nature. But this is not all, for 8 


it was only ſaid there was a conſpiracy to ſeize the perſons | 
of -the Judges and Magiſtrates, - not that any actual attempt 
was made to ſeixe them. What then does this accuſation 
come to? It comes to nothing at all; it is frittered down 
to the moſt harmleſs accuſation in point of law that can be 
figured to the ſuppoſed converſation about doing what would 
have been a miſdemeanor, but which never either was ef- 
fected or attempted to be carried into effect. Upon this I 
need ſay no more, for whatever evidence might be brougit 
upon that charge, it is one that cannot weigh in your 
minds in the preſent ſhape of this Iudictment, it muſt have 
deen brought forward in a different form and ſhape, and 
not upon the face of this Indictment which is mann one 
for your final determination. * | 
Gentlemen, you have beard much of SE OE that 
are now before me upon the table; they have been tumbled, 
held up and brandiſhed about in order to convince you that 
there was here a dangerous conſpiracy lurking in the bow- 
els of the country, which might in its tendency and effect 
deprive us all of life; and in order to make this out, theſe wea- 
pons were brought forward and laid upon the table and evidence 
brought of the perſons by whom made, Orrock and Brown, 
and of the perſons by whom they were ordered. Gentle.” 
men, in the outſet, I would require no more to ſhew you the 
abſurdity of rearing any argument upon ſuch a ſuppoſition ' 
than this, that but a very ſmall number of theſe weapons, 
dangerous as they may appear to be, and every weapon of 
that ſort appears dangerous to thoſe who are unuſed to look 
at them: but if I can make it appear that this is all falſe _ 
apprehenſion, and 1 truſt I can do fo, theſe inſtruments will 
not give the alarm they did when firſt brought into this 
Court. It was ſaid but not clearly eſtabliſhed, that Watt 
went to Orrock and deſired him to make one or two of a © 
certain conſtruction, and theſe being done then a few more; 
and that na made ſome others; but what does the 
Nu 1 2” 


ER avinber of theſe 8 hoſtile. weapons amonnt : 
207 even with all the attention paid to find them out, and 
Jam ſure the Sheriff bas uſed the greateſt attention to find 
all that could be found, how many are produced? ahout 
46 or 4 pikes, not I am ſure 50, and theſe were to be put 
into the hands of how many men? I have paid all the at, 
tention to the evidence that was poſſible, and I have been 
able to diſcover only ſeven men that are alledged to have 
born any chief part in this conſpiracy; I cannot find upon 
recollection there was any evidence produced ſo as to make 
you believe there were more concerned in the plot than 
that number, yet every thing however was to be accom» 
pliſhed and atchieved by theſe ſeven men, armed with 47 
pikes. Gentlemen, you have ſeen before you this day thoſe 
ſeven conſpirators, and it does not ſtrike me that they bear 
any reſemblance to thoſe heroes of antiquity which we read 
ol in romance, and who might perhaps, in days of yore, have 
been able to accompliſh ſuch a wonderful adventure; yet 
theſe ſeven champions were to perform wonders, they were 
to uſe forty- ſeven pikes, and with theſe were to take the 
| Caſtle of Edinburgh; with theſe forty- ſeven pikes they were 
to way-lay all the ſoldiers who were to be marched out for 
fear of ſome fire at the Exciſe Office ; then theſe ſeven men 
are to ſecure the Banks, and with theſe forty-ſeyen pikes are 
to lay hold of the whole Government of this country; nay. 
it was to be carried to a ftill greater extent; they were to 
uſurp the management of the whole kingdom, were to lay 
waſte, if reſiſted, the whole country, were to change the King's 
miniſters, force him to alter his meaſures and to make 
peace, beſides every thing elſe which they ſhould require, 
Now this clearly appears to be one of the moſt abſurd in» 
conſiſtent ſtories that was ever heard of. I need do no 
more than ſtate it, taking it as ſtated by the evidence, to 
convince you it never could be a ſcheme that could have 
any tendency to ſueceſs; and if they could not excite the 
people to run their heads into danger on a mad ſcheme that 
could never be carried into effect, what had they to hope > 
Here it appears that the evidence on the part of the crown 
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that have been made, theſe forty- ſeven pikes are the whole 


that are ta be found. I leave it to you to judge how it ean 
be ſuppoſed theſe arms were meant and intended to be ap- 
plied in the advancement of theſe hazardous attempts of 
* this Committee of Ways and Means. It is impolfible or 


n moment to believe that they were provided for, or even 


meant to be uſed in the wild ſcheme fo often mentioned, if 


ever ſuch a phrantic propoſal had any exiſtence. No, they 
were moſt certainly provided for ſome other purpoſe, and 


here I will direck your attention to what the witnefs 


Aitchiſon ſays; he is a man of a good deal of knowledge, 
be is a witneſs for the Crown and is not to he impeached; 
I hold him to be a good witneſs, and he ſays he thought 
they were well adviſed in procuring ſome arms; ſome peo- 
ple it is true were not fit to be truſted, but he thought it fit 
to procure ſome arms to prevent an aſſault by a foreign in- 
vaſion, or otherwiſe. Would to God, Gentlemen, that the 
happy ſituation of this country was ſuch that every one 
might be truſted with arms in his hands or in his houſe! 
We might then be a National militia altogether, we might 
do without the fatigue and expence df a ſtanding army, and 
exiſt inſecurity and mutual confidence*with one another. 
But, it is ſaid, theſe people are not fit to be truſted with 
them, perhaps it may be ſo, perhaps not, but ſuch, ſays Me 
Aitchiſon, were the purpoſes for which theſe arms, if b - 
tained, were to be applies. 

I have endeavourcd; Gentlemen, to give you what 3 
ceive to be the true and juſt notion of this ſuppoſed plan of 
this ſuppoſed Committee of people, met, it is ſaid, and frame 
mga conſpiracy to overturn the government of this country, 


and you have heard what it was ſaid to be by fome of the 


witneſſes I addreficd, and from their defcription you will 
judge of its practicability, and if it really ever did exiſt, either 
in idea or in contemplation. But I ſay there is not evi- 
dence before you to ſhew that there was an attempt of that 
dature that ever was intended to be carried _ effect. 
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will put it, and the e honourable gentleman did pur it, | 
that this ſcheme, had it been forwarded, was a levying of 
War; but altho' that might perhaps have been the caſe, had 
the matter been puſhed on, as theſe Gentlemen ſay it was 
intended to be puſhed, yet the rude, undigeſted, wild and 
abſurd ſeheme, of which there is no doubt ſome mention 
made by the evidence, was nothing that eould be called a 
, conſpiracy to levy war; it might be called by ſome name of 
inferior degree, that might in time perhaps riſe up to ſome- 
thing of a dangerous deſcription and tendeney, but in the 
way in which you now muſt view it upon the evidence, it can 
not be called ſuch a con ſpiracy to levy war, as to fall within 
_ the ſtatute, and ſubject all that are principals or acceſſories 
to the dreadful pains and penalties of High Treaſon, 
Much has been ſaid of an addreſs or hand bill, which it 
is alledged was artfully and inſidiouſly circulated among 
the fencible regiments of this country, in order to draw 
them from their duty and allegiance, and a ſtrange attempt 
has been made to trace this tranſmiſſion and circulatign to 
Hardy, a ſerjeant of the Hopetoun feneibles. But, Gentle- 
men, it appears that it is irupoſſible to trace this publication, 
whatever its tendency may be, either to Hardy or from the 
. priſoner at the bar; and I have not yet begun to take no- 
ice of its tendency, but whatever that may be, it is nothing 
to the prifoner at the bar, as it is not brought home to him 
in any one,ſhape. The only evidence upon this point, is 
that of William Watſon, who tells yon a ftory with reſpect 
to a band bill or paper containing ſuch an addreſs, and 
wiſhing to ſee. it, goes with Downie, who ſaysz perhaps I may 
be able to procure you one; he does not ſeem to be very 
certain about it; when he is ſhewn Watt at the bar, and 
aſked if he knew him, he ſays he could not ſay he did, or 
if that was bim; ; he then goes to his houſe and Mr 8 
with him. I don't know, however, that it was Watt, I 
don't go pon the ſuppoſition it was not him, but it might 
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| Downie and Wat, abede it l ſee no ewidener whatever; 
| Downie turns his back and comes ont and takes Watſon up 
tio a ſhop in the South Bridge, to the-ſhop of one Kennedy, 
and he ſays I will get you one; but very cautiouſly, Dowaie 


| throws ſome of them down upon the floor, and ſays, © take | 


up one; Watſoh accordingly takes up one gives it to 
one Johnſon, who it ſeems gives it to one Sandilands, and 
he gives it to a ſerjeant Hardy. This is the chain, but there is 
no proof of any connection that the priſoner had with theſe 
perſons, not even of this man Watſon's getting it from him. 
He gets it, I will prove by a ſtrict legal alibi, he gets it 
from Kennedy by means of Downie, then it goes to the 
hands of Johnſon and ſo to ſerjeant Hardy. He does not tell 
you what he did with it, he might put it in his pocket or de- 
ſtroy it. As to the ſerjeant, I muſt ſuppoſe him, being a non- 
commiſſioned officer, to be a good ſoldier, and if fo, he 


would not, I am ſure, circulate a paper .which might create 


a mutinous ſpirit in the corps, and accordingly he tells yu 
in expreſs terms, that this was the only one of theſe papers 
that was ſeen, and I am pretty poſitive as to _ nor will i * 
I believe be controverted. = "ON 

But although I were to allow this had been a band- bil of 
ths moſt dangerous tendency and inflammatory nature, is it 
meant to be ſaid by the Honourable Proſecutor on my left. 
hand, that this is treaſon or a ſufficient ground to make 
out the caſe of a conſpiracy to levy war? I will venture to 
ſay, it cannot be conſidered as a thing of that nature. 1 
bave read the addreſs, and I will again make bold to ſay, ie 
is a very complete and well penned addreſs to excite that re- 


giment or any other regiment into mutiny; mutiny, I well _ 


know, is by the mutiny bill puniſhable with death, but this is 


not mutiny, and though I have no heſitation in ſaying, that 


an attempt of this nature is at all events a high miſdemeanor, 
and puniſhable in a moſt ſerious degree; yet I know of no 


capital puniſhment that could be put upon that attempt; 1 


know nothing like it in any iaw whatever, whether civil or 
1 YO that can an. on * dreadtul conſequence of High 
en 


. 


Ul, 


ta 1 


Freafons Tho exiting ſoldiers to deſert; is a erime that 
_ whld/meet with an exemplary and fixed puniſhment, and. 
I would have no heſitation: to ſay, it is entitled to meet 4 
very ſevere puniſhment ; but it is clear this addreſs or hands 
bill is not preſſed upon them in any concluſive manner, int 
fact, in no manger whatever; for it is loſt in the outſet, in 
dne or two tranſmiſſions, and never heard of again; there- 
fore it can have no weight With you in making any proof, 
er of aggravating the charge laid in the indictment 
Gentlemen, much ſtreſs was laid upon what alſo ſeemed 
to have been a part of this propoſed plan, which it is ſaid, was 
to be attributed to the unfortunate priſoner at the bar, afs 
ter they had ſeized the Caſtle and public Banks, and the 
perſons of the Judges ; this was in publiſhing ſome declara- 
tions, enacting laws and taking upon themſelves the powers 
of Government and. of Legiſlators; that no perſon ſhould 
leave the town under pain of death. All the abfurd tenor 
of this ſcheme, if there ever was ſuch a ſcheme in exiſtence, 
ðð it not all of a piece? Who could ſuppoſe ſuch a wild Don 
Quixote ſcheme as that of ſeizing the Caſtle and all the o- 
ther conſequences, and is not this one in every reſpect tinged 
with the fame abſurd complexion ? I ſhall not trouble you 
with further obſervations upon it. If the ſeizing of the 
Caſtle was in fact ſuggeſted, they never could be ſuppoſed 
to be in earneſt upon it; if there is that abſurdity upon the 
face of the plan {poke to by their own two witnekes, MeEwan 
and Bonthron, the detail of their own plan is ſtill leſs 
worthy of meeting with any degree of credit and belief from 
you. I have fo far endcavoured to ſhew you that the evi= 
. dence on the part of the Crown ka» not filled up the mea- 
ſure of the facts- charged in the ind ment; and if I have 
ſucceeded in that, my caſe is good; becauſe I ſacceedgequal- 
y by a failvre on the part of the Crown, as by eftabliſhing 
any defence of my own and if 1 have done ſo, I think, 
notwithttanding all the ſuſpicious circumſtances in this caſey 
I maſt ultimately prevail. That there are ſome ſuſpicious 
F in __w_ yy 4 have not the leaſt heſitation to 
„„ 8 1 | acknow- | 
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e but at the ſame time, I will take it upon: mp6 | 
to affirm, that they are not ſuch as will allow you, Gentle 
56 men, thinking with ſcrious deliberation upon the reſult of tis 
man's actions, that he ſhould be guilty of ſuc} atteropts, or 
his mind bent upon ſuch purpoſes, as could be conſtrued in- 


to any act of confpiring to levy war, for the purpoſe of over 


turning this truly . pus and long eſtablithcd Go- 
vernment. F 


Gentlemen, I reſt not co and you. 8 perceive 4 


the evidence in exculpation of this man at your bar, that he 
ſtands in a different ſituation from any other priſonen; and 
thcugh you were to conclude that all theſe matters he is, 
| faid to have done and acquieſced in are true, and chat they | 
were to be aggravated to every degree of appreheniiva and 
danger in which you can figure them; though all chofs 


matters were fixed perfectly by proof; 1 ſay, he ſtands i = . 


ſuch a fituation, as in my idea, muſt render him ſafe. It is 


PIN 


an eſtabliſhed principle of law, that it is the animus- with * .. 


which any perſon commits an offence or accedes ro ity * 

is the teſt whether ſuch act is criminal or not. 
Now, I ſay, the ſituation in which this man ſtood. was 

ſuch, as notwithſtagding of the appearance of external cir- 


cumſtances againſt him, was ſufficient to excuſe him from 


all the participation he ſeemingly took in the meaſures of 
thoſe with whom he was apparently connected, if you thoutd 
think, which I by no means concede, that theſes meatures 
were in themſelves criminal and deſerving of puniſhment. 

The Right Honourable the Lord Advocate's evidence and 
that of Mr Clerk the Sheriff, eſtabliſhes completely the fitus 


5 ation i in «hich Mr Watt ſtands. Though that evidence 10 


lates to a correſpondence he cari ied on in the outſet of mats 
ters, when diſturbances began in this country, yet it will be 
found, he was all along faithful to that cauſe in which he 
had embarked. Mr Henry Dundas's letter he has produced, 
in anfiger to one which he wrote him in September 4792 
and it was admitted on. the part of the Crown, moft hand- 
9 to be that Right Hon, Gentleman's ane and 
OY ONT? 
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Segen This letter hens under the hand and ſeal 1er 
Mr Henry Dundas is now before you, wherein Mr Dun · 
185 das deſires Mr Watt to perſevere and to proceed in thoſe 
maienſures he had held out he would do; that he would be 
3 doing well of his country, and that he would be in perfect 
0 ſecurity in following them up. This letter of the Right 
Hon. Secretary, was in every reſpect a proper letter ; 3. It was 
the anſwer not only of a ſtateſman, but of a man; it nei- 
ther raſhly rejected information, which might perhaps be 
attended with advantage to the country, nor did it betray 
any anxious apprehenfions or unſeeming eagerneſs for a con- 
tinuation of the proferred intelligence and correſpondence. 
Upon that letter Mr Watt relied and followed the line of 
conduct which that letter preſcribed, and this account is 
ſupported by the evidence of the Right Hon. the Lord Ad- 
yocate, who was ſo obliging as to give information upon the 
matter; he ſays, in conſequence of a communication with 
Mr Dundas, who mentioned this matter to him, and he de- 
Fred him, when he went to Scotland, to inquire him out. 
The Lord Advocate and Mr Watt have accordingly had 
ſeveral different meetings; Mr Watt gives his Lordſhip in- 
formation upon ſeveral particulars, which the Lord Advo- 
"cate himſelf ſays were facts of importance, ald upon which 
bis Lordſhip took ſuch meaſures as the importance of the | 
cute ſeemed to require and dictate. Mr Watt accordingly '' 
fairly enters into this correſpondence wich the officers of 
the Crown, and Tam authoriſed to ſay, continued in it; and 
I fo, I am equally well authoriſed, I think, to preſume and : 
be believed, when I ſtate to you, Gentlemen, that he had | 
„ deſerted this line of conduct, nor had taken up any o- 
ther line which ſtood in oppoſition or contradiction to it. 
In the fituation Mr Watt ſtood, he had not ſurely nor ever 
had an intention of deſerting that line of conduct he had 
chalked out for himſeif, nor will it eaſily and raſhly be pre- 
| ſamed, that he had changed his mind, and had fallen back 
from that chain of correſpondence and communication, 
t Sarde " "which 
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| Honourable W == 4 a of this coun-. 
RIES! 
Gentlemen, 1 ſtate to you, amply the fa). as I am del. 


red to ſtate it, and you may perhaps be nevertheleſg inclin ed,” ; 
to conclude, that this Geatlemans profeſſions and ſtor + I 


are contradifted by that line and chain of conduft he bas 
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e is what 1 <antot poſſibly allow: You, when T 


find that a man is fairiy embarked i in a particular line of e con · | 


duct, muſt ſuppoſe, that he follows that line up, more 8. 


Apecially, when you find circumſtances ſo ſtrong an t that fitu- 6 


ation, as to preclude any idea whatever of his having be- 
trayed his truſt. You muſt not, therefore, be led away by 
external appearances, nor are you entitled to conclude, that 
a a perſon, in that dangerous and delicate ſituation, is not 
acting with ſtrict fidelity merely, becauſe he appears under 


„„ 


negative colours, and gives no poſitive and active 9 
of the fincerity-of his conduct. 
But this argument, Gentlemen, i is to be Saba fil far 


ther; for, though I thould diſcover ſuch a perſon to be 264. — 


ing, to all appearance, in manifeſt and direct oppoſitipa. to 


his ſecret profeſſions, yet I am not, from thence, entitled to yh 
conclude that he has made an abſolute and total deſertion. 


The very reverſe holds ; 3 for, det it be ſuppoſed, that the un- 


happy times of the rebellion in the year L745, and 1746, 


were to return to this country; and ſuppoſe, that it was ne- 
ceſſary or expedient, that one of the royal army f thould in- 


trude Himſelf into the enemy's army, in the character of ry 


ſpy, bow, I pray you, was he to diſchargz his duty as ſuch, 


with effect to the party he meant 40 ſerve, and A to bim 
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There i is but one, th one "bt and 18 conduct, in 


following which he could be of any ſervice, and that is 
diſguiſe and deception; no otherwiſe could be be of any 


. 3 for 1 8 ever he appeared | in his true chatter On | 


and rendered. 
him 


_ 


S 4 
; Py R * 
: # * &. 
i; » _— 
* 
* 1. 1 „ Ns 
. 


— 


bi E 29 1 
1 " bim REL of gaining any intelligence in a the capacity of 
Ia ſpy, which it was intended he ſhould aft 1 in. For ſuch 3 
. perſon, therefore, i it would be negeſſary, not only that he 
| ſhould abandon all appearance of connection with his own 
= party, but that he ſhould even adopt, and go into every 
3 meaſure of that party he was employed to watch, He 
= would be obliged to enroll himſelf in the corps of the ad- 
XR verſary, to forego his own diſtinction of dreſs, and adopt 
SY ' theirs, as the only means of ſafety from detection. An ad- 
verſe caſe to this has occurred within my own remembrance; 
it was by failing to take theſe neceſſary precautions, that an 
honourable Gentleman, and moſt valuable officer, with 
whom I was well acquainted, was laid hold of, as a 8 
able inſtance of ſevere 5 and at length I * 
clue and ignominious death. 
Lou muſt at once, therefore, Gentlemen, perceiye, and it 
ſurely does not require much illuſtration, that in order to 
act with effect, in a ſituation of this nature, it is neceſſary, 
ſeemingly tatally to deſert and abandon that cauſe which 
be had really at heart; and ſuppoſe a man, engaged in ſuch 
an adventure, was to be found in the ſit uat on deſcribed, in 
the uniform of an enemy, and even in arms, that would no 
doubt be a ſtrong caſe, a very ſtrang caſe, and one where- 
in there-would be much ground for ſuſpicion of fidelity; 
yet ſtrong and even ſtrange. as it would appear, it would 
not be ſufficiently ſtrong for you to preſume that he was | 
acting deceitfully; but, on the contrary, you would be tied 
down to belieye, that he was {till acting in character, as that 
particular ſituation, in which he was found, was the only 
one that could enable him to follow up the line he was in, 
and give that effectual ſervice which was intended. Had 
- ſuch a perſon appeared in any other deſcription or character, 
is then unavoidably loſt the opportunity of doing that ſer⸗ 
vice, and of following op that duty * was ſtrietiy bound Foo 4 
_ diſcharge. 78 | 
b This, Gentlemen, is a ſtrong caſe, but it ſtrictly applies ta 
Form tht Fhich i is now ach you, TE as it N be ep It 
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In admitted EW] the Lord Advocate, who 4 he bellen! 

the priſoner was ſuch à character as could be relied on, that 
at the time he was in correſponderice with him, he believed 
bim to be ſincere. Can vou, Gentlemen, ſuppoſe, that 
without any cauſe; he was led away by evil-diſpoſed perſons, | 
and adopted another line of conduct? You are not, nor aan 
vou ſuppoſe that he was ſo. He apparently followed, what _ 
was the only line of rendering ſervice to the cauſe in which - L 
he was engaged; and he was to follow this ip, and then to 
take an opportunity of diſcloſing, when the effect came near 
to a dangerous tendency. You are not to ſuppoſe. a perſon = | 
In that ſituation has abandoned his former truſt, and 1 T5 
that as long as there is no open and manifeſt declaration 
| upon his part, he is to be preſumed faithful in that truſt— 5 
This correſpondence with theſe honourable perſons, is car= _ 
ried on, as late as July 1793. Then comes the manner of 
ſtating the proceedings of the Britiſh Convention, which 

were openly publiſhed in the Edinburgh. Gazetteer. It is 

well known their proceedings were never kept ſecret, or con- 

cealed, ſo that, for this period, from July till December 
1793, when the Convention was diflolved, nothing Was 
carried on of a ſecret nature, which he could give informa- 

tion of. The Convention i is diſſolved; and then, it was. re- 
ſolved, ſoon after, to wit, on the 5th of December 1793. 
as appears by the evidence and information laid before you, 
to form this Committee of Union, and immediately A 
quent thereto, the Committee of Ways and Means is raiſed 
up, ſometime in the miotith of January 1794. Their mo - 
ceedings accordingly go on, and Mr Watt ſhewed that very. | 
| fame inclination of following up "the intention he ſet out 

with; he became a member of both, of one and the other 
of theſe committees, and though perhaps, he did not in fact, 
yet 1 have not the ſmalleſt doubt to ſay, it was bis intention 
to give the neceſſary information, when the proper period 
for doing it ſhould occur. If there had been that conſpi- 
racy actually exiſting, which is pretended, he would: then 
a 9 have oven that information in due and = , 
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bs He was known to the officers of the Crown, as well as- 


he ſhould voluntarily, and without any temptation whatever, 
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Hake, advantage of it, and be prepared; he would, in that 
Sf have or all the inſight i into this ſtrange and; myſte- 
Tious' lot, at would hive been required, had ſuch a plot“ 
'Feally had 4 any exiflence, or had it occurred tv hin, that: 
"the | pro oper period was arrived, where the” "Tecrex: n be 
"Iivnlie ag | 
* Gentlemen, y you-c can poſſi bly conceive ary ig more 
"abfurd't than another, it would be this ;- if* there is any thing; 
more irrational than anothe r, it is the concluſion you muſt 
draw as to Mr Watt's conduct, upon the forced ſuppoſition 
that he was not acting With fidelity. If youegive belief to Mr 
Watt's 8 fitxration; then I ftate to you; that he was known to- 
the public officers of the Crown,.as one who was in their em 
Ney a and ſer vice, a as one who ſecretly paid attention to the 
matters Which were going on. and who gave information 
to the rulers of this countfy, when time and opportunity 
ſerved: : Perſons of that deſcription bave in ſome inſtances- 
"endeavoured t to conceal themſelves with ſecrecy, and may 
e have ſucceeded. But he was-a perſon that was welE 
own, and could: have no hope or expectation that he could 
"betray | his truſtiwithout the attendance of great and dread- 
ful conſequence as- the ultimate reſult, What temptations 
had he, therefore, to play doubly falſe did not every mo- 
tive whatever incline him to be true to his employers under. 


government, and. what inducement had he to act otherwiſe? 


the ſituation in which he was acting. Can you, therefore, 
Gentlemen, füppoſe, that with a millſtone about his neck, 


ink himſelf to the loweſt pit of 1 ruin, diſgrace and death? 
No, Gentlemen, you cannot; even for a 'moment, indulge” 
ſuch. a rank ſuppoſition ; unleſs he leid been compleatly in-- 
Fane, he could not poſſibly have acted in this manner, it was 
+ - abſurd; ſo ſtrange, and paſt all human belief. Had he 
-" really meant to act in this irrati mal manner, he muſt be 
3 mad. N fool in . who ſcatters fires 
brands 
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e a and ſayeth am 1 not in ſport,” way 


a wife man to· him, or to any one, who without any earth 


eee eee his fame and exiſtenee to utter 

and certain deftruftionz- If this gentleman; im ſhort, had 
poſſeſſed one particle of ſenſe, he could not poſſihly hae 
acted as it is pretended; the preſumption is ſo ſtrong, Fhokt 
it ſo coneluſive, that I do in fact think there eanhot he an 
ching more ſaid upon it; and I: do ſay farther, that it will 


turn out to be a matter of extreme nm * is; to 


'be abandoned to his fate. | + 
Gentlemen, I have fome idea that eee 


unhappy man has been deceiving. himſelf, and that he dick 


not openly make a ful and fair diſcovery: of all the particu- 


lars and circumſtances with which he was acquainted, when 


examined by Mr Sher f Clerk. Phis conduct is eaſüy en- 


: Phained and accounted for; the Sheriff ſays he was unwillig 


to ſpeak out; fo he was, but what was the reaſon? it was 


becauſe the perfon he kept up correſpondence wah, the 


Lord Advocate, was not preſent, to whom alone he ver r 
naturally wiſhed to diſcloſe himſelf. I don't at all wonder 
at his refuſing to ſpeak out to the Sheriff upon his exami- 
nation; and of his- deſire to delay till he hack an apportu- 


nity of fee ing / tlie Lord Advccate himſelf. 4 He was in * | 


habit of correſpondence with that Honourable Lord, if he 


was conſcious that he was acting in the character of a Ih 


(For I will not mince the matter) it was extremely naturabthat 


he ſhould with on every account to make” his ſituatiom 
known to as few perſons as poſſible ; he is accordingly un- 


ſatisfactory to the Sheriff, which muſt be allowed in this 
caſe to be at leaſt a pardonable inſtance of eaution. He dots 
not ſay any thing; but he expected the Lord Advocate i 
town in x day or two, and then he would tell his caſe. 

It is alfo ſaid. that when examined 5 the Sheriff, he 
would not give an account of the arms that were found im 
kis houfe. Here the ſame anfwer as that giren juſt hom 
moſt aptly and readily occurs. He, very wiſely conſideriag 


| the delicate * which he ſtood, would not give in- 


telli gence 
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telligenc to any one, but to hl tim head, to tins: nip 
_— with whom he was in the habit to communicate; he would 
ll * give his information to him alone, and I have given a very good 


— — 
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r in — 


wh - _ + Feaſonwhy he ſhould wiſh to communicate it only to that Gen- 
wo 

_ = tleman. His wiſh for a temporary concealment, ſufficiently 
1 explains the evaſive account he gave of the pikes when firſt 
0 examined; for it was not a true account with reſpect to 
{i _—  - pikes which he then gave. I will not allow him to 
my -_ ay, that he meant to fell them os make a trade of them, but 


Lwill ſay he had them in his houle, and for what purpoſe ? 
that he might have them in ſecurity, in fuch a fituation 
that no danger ſhould happen to this country; it is in ev. 
dence they were in a cloath's prefs, locked up, and not left in 
the way of any wild or raſh young men, who might ufe 
them to bad purpoſes ; they were put there till he ſhould 
have an opportunity of giving his account to the Lord Ad- 
»vocate, and this examination of the Sheriff aceounts for and 
explains the fact in the moſt concluſive manner; Gentle# 
men, I will and mutt lay a great deal of ſtreſs upon the 
fituation in which this perſon was placed; I will alſo men- 
tion, that very dangerous conſequences would enſue were 
this unfortunate: man to be abandoned to that fate, which 
now difmally bangs over his head; we all know that in the 
preſent political ſtate and Government of this country, it is 
abſolutely neceffary that thoſe who have the ſuperintendance 

and management of public affairs, ſhould be furniſhed with 

ſecret intelligence from every quarter of the kingdom where 

8 danger of any kind may poſſibly take root: without this ad- 

vantage, which I muſt conſider as in every reſpect a neceſ- 

fary one, the rulers of the land would, in many inſtances 

be leſs able as well to ward off or reſiſt the impending ſtorm, 

dee en the root of the evil by the cautious expedient of 
3 timely and ſcaſonable prevention. For this purpoſe are 
per ſons, ſuch as che priſoner at the bar, unqueſtionably ne- 
reſſary; but if he falls, I queſtion if any one will again be 
ene ſo hardy as to enter the ma in ſuch a e em- 

. A bark. Li t ee e r ae, | 
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| ployment Gentlemen, Iſtate to you the fa only, ar e 
the application to your deep confideration.. 1 7 
Gentlemen, I am happy to think, both ASHE yok AC: 
count and my own, that I am now arrived at the cloſe of 


my labours, and that I ſhall have little or no occaſion to 


trouble you further upon this caſe; if, Gentlemen, I am' 
right in what I maintain to be the true and juſt conſtruction 


of the law of England as to High Treaſon, there is an end 


of the queſtion; as the overt acts, laid in this indictmentz 
bear not at all upon the perſonal danger of our gracious 80. 


yereign, neither do theſe acts come up to the meaſure of _ 
what is neceſſary to make out a conſpiracy to levy war of the 


firſt or higheſt degree noticed in the diſtinction. If, on the 
other hand again, there is not evidence ſufficient to make 


out the overt acts charged, the man is ſafe; for the failure : 
of the Crown to rear up their fabric, makes a ſufficient caſe 


in my favour. Again, if you ſhall be of opinion that the 
facts laid and charged in the indictment, and of which there 


is no doubt ſome proof, were ſuch as would have been at- 
tended with dangerous conſequences, only if followed up, ' 


do think that the priſoner may ſtand firm and cool in 


that fituation in which he is now placed; for the ods ; 
maſs of the evidence. undoubtedly ſhews, that the plans in 


contemplation, if ever ſeriouſſy thought of, were ſuch as 
never could have been attended with ſucceſs, ſo that the 


alledged danger to Laws Conſtirution- never bad! in mor _— 5 


exiſtence. 5 ö 

Now, whatever, Guida ſhall be your opinion upon 
he caſe before you, certain I am that you know well your 
duty; and though it is, I believe, the firſt time you ſat in a 


court regulated by Engliſh procedure, you- have neverthe- E 
leſs all of you been upon juries of your own country, where _ 


the fate, life and character of an individual was at ftake; 


you know what are your powers, your privileges, and your 


duties; you know you are intitlec to bring in whatever 
verdict ſhall, be conſiſtent. with the dictates of the human 


1 and * own conſciences; 5 * may bring! it in either : 
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70 — . if you fd ht 


the facts charged in the indictment are proved, you. may 
7 alſo find the defence I have made out for the priſoner, and 


I'think fully made out, alſo proved ; or, you may ſteer the 


fafeft of all courſes, and find a general verdi& of not guilty. 


Gentlemen, you are to judge yourſelves of the verdict you 
are to pronaunce this day you have paid due regard to tlie 
evidence, and you have honoured me with that attention in 


endeavouring to throw this additional light on the caſe, that 


1 gan- have no. doubt but that the judgment you are now to 
give will be founded on juſtice, tempered, however, I trutt, 
with a due portion of mercy. 

But one thing more, Gentlemen, and x am dene: tho! we 
are engaged in a bloody war with an antient, inveterate, and 
- formidable foe abroad; and tho? it is rumoured about that a 
treacherous enemy, fraught with danger, lurks within; and 


tho? you muſt alſo well know that there have been ſuch deeds 


done in a neighbouring country as ſeem to leave a threaten- 
ing and impending danger jouring over this our native land; 
| theſe are misfortunes which we muſt all as goed Citizens 


ky 


| negro and ſtrive to avert, but they are ſuch as you are not 


in this caſe at all to regard; they are circumſtances which 
may affect the public mind, but can have no weight upon 
your judgment; for, Gentlemen, you have fully ſtudied 


this caſe, you are men of property and high reſpeCtability, 


vou have God and a good conſcience before your eyes, and 
you cannot fail to do right, and to act juſtly. If then, you 
are of opinion that the public accuſer both in law and evi- 
Aence has made out his cafe, your determination will there- 
by be Gxed ; but if not, which I truſt, is the fact, your ulti- 
mate reſolve muſt be cqually fixed and decided; whichever 
of theſe ſhall be the reſult, to you, Centlemen, as fellow- 
creatures, good ſubjects, and honeſt men, fitting in your 
fſupreme tribunal, does the priſoner at the bar, with willing 


confidence ſubmit. If the cup of iniquity is full, bitter, bit- . 
ter indeed muſt be the draught, but if it is not, and that 


fluch, * W your opinion, 1 pow, that ! 
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AND GENTLEMEN OF THE ae 8 e 


However much I may differ in point of law ws my 
friend who has juſt fat down, however much I may differ 
from him in many of the propoſitions which he aſſumed in 
his opening of che defence, it will be to me in many reſpecta 
a more painful taſk to review the evidence which has this 


day been laid before you, on the import of which Mr Hawils 5 
ton and I are equally at variance. 


There is one obſervation with which he + to 


which I muſt profeſs my maſt complete and moſt henry af ke 


ſent. In any eaſe, of any kind whatever, ſubmitted in the 


courſe of criminal proceeding to the conkderation of Jury= 


men, and much mere in a caſe of this awful and ſolemn 


nature, which you are at preſent to try, God for bid, that 
from the circumftances which have occurred in another 
country, or from the circuniſtances which may eccur in this 


country, any general opinion or any general prejudice, hows 


ever Jaudable chat opinion or that prejudice may be, ſhould - 
lead your attention, for one moment, from the cosl, and the 
_ candid, and the impartial conſideration of the ev dence which 
is laid before you, which is the only text to which you can 


look, and the only ſubject on which you are at liberty to de- 


_ cide. But when I ſtate this, Gentlemen, I know that it will 5 
follow from the ſame motive, and that it will flow from the 
Game principle, that be the conſequence of that verdict, 5 
which your cath, and your * and Your duty to your 
Pp country 


1 
n 


— 


* 


kouutey lead you to be ene . may, if juſtice demands 
a verdi againſt the priſoner at the bar, you muſt fatisfy 
your oaths and your ee * will return n that verdict | 
againſt him. | 
In a trial which bas laſted now . ſeventeen or eighteen 
| Hours, I hope, in ſumming up the evidence, which it is my 
duty ta do, and in replying to thoſ: obſervations. which have 
been juſt now ſtated upon the part of this unhappy priſoner, 
that I ſhall conſume as little of your time as I poflibly can 
and I have determined, upon that account chiefly, though 
Nill, I truſt, without departing from my duty, which upon 
all occaſions mult be the only rule of wy conduct, to abridge 
very much what in the courſe of hearing the evidence read 
and the teſtimony given, it was my intention at an earlier 
F period of the trial, to have ſtated for your conſideration. I 
ſhall confine- myſelf to thoſe points of the caſe which have 
all along ſtruck my mind as deciſive of the guilt of the 
priſoner ; which in ſpite of eyery with that, as an indivi- 
dual, I entertained to excuſe in my own mind the offence, 
and explain way the facts which have been imputed to him, 
and which I have not till the preſent moment been able to 
ſatisfy my own mind upon, which do not preſs upon it ſtill 
as forcibly as when the circumſtances firſt came under my 
conſideration; and which, excluſive of thoſe circumſtances, 
which i in 1 have been ſtated for him, and with which 
bis council concluded, but which appear to me to be cir- 
cumſtances which do not exculpate the gentleman, have, 
"after all the attention I could give to his former ſituation, 
only tended to aggravate not to extenuate bis guilt. If you 
ban be of an oppoſite opinion, I ſhall malt heartily aequieſce, 
If it ſhould be your opinion, either that this ſcheme was, 
2s my friend has attempted to perſuade you, a wild, abſurd 
| rhodomontade, formed i in frenzy, conceived i in madneſs, and 
never ſeriouſly intended to be carried into execution; or, 
if you ſhoulg think that the part this man played in it was 
merely for the purpoſe of detecting it, and in due time to 
. $01 bis duty” to his * and N by Girulging bin 
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Qod's name return your verdict in his favours And Fires 


| peat it again, maſt fincerely will I rejoice if your own im- 


partial minds will permit you to do fo. © » 17 


I ſtated that one reſpect in which I differed from. a | 
friend was on the law which he in this part laid down: f 
That a conſpiracy to levy war was not an overt act tending 
to ſhew compaſling or imagining the death of the Sovereign. 


It is one of the peculiar bleffings of the conſtitution under 


which we live, that the law of treaſon, although occafionally 


during ſome centuries additional ſtatutes were paſſed which 


added to the code of law upon that ſubject, that from the 


days of Edward III. to the preſent moment, the ſame code 
of laws ſubliſts which exiſted then; and which, 1 _—_ will 
continue to exiſt as long as Pritain is fren. 
Let it not then be ſaid, or as it was ſaid to night, lernst 
your minds be mifled by the idea that the law of e 
according to that definition of it which was given by my 
brother in the morning of this day, and which I ſhall alſo 
give in a few minutes, not in my own words, but.in thoſe of 
the beſt of men and lawyers that ever exiſted, holds out 


precipices under the feet of the ſubjects of this country, 


which they are not aware of, and which they cannot diſco- 


ver till they drop into the pit which has been laid for them. 
I never can conceive that a conſultation for a traitorous pur= 


poſe for levying war againſt the King or Government of this 


"country, or taking ſteps. to compell the King or the Go- . 
vernment. to alter their meafures by force, or that a conſul- 


tation for a purpoſe directly touching the perſonal ſafety of 


the King, is not an overt act ſufficient, in the common fenſe 
of every man who hears me, to prove an intention upon the 


part of the conſulter to compaſs and to imagine the death of 


the King. The doctrine which my learned friend laid down N 


I underſtand to be this, that unleſs a war is actually levied, 


A conſultation to levy that war, is not an overt act of com- 


paſſing and imagining the King's death. If the war, whie-. 
ther i it be with the pomp of war or not is perfectly immate- 


* 


rial, be Uxected againſt the perſgn of the King, or if+the 
_— lets | conſulta- 
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meaſures as muſt neceſfarily; in the completion of them 


bring him under reſtraint or into danger, the beſt and 
molt cftablifhed authorities we have in the law of England, 


uniformly concur in- declaring that it is an overt aft of com- 
paſſing his death ; and, although it is not material for me 
to ſhew that the conſultation was directiy and immediately 
Intended: to the murder of the King, in his natural capacity, 
yet I think, if I attended to the evidence at all, the proof this 
day laid before you did, diftinctly and poſitively, go that 


Þk-ngth. That upon the part of the perſon who was the 


principal framer and ringleader of this conſpiracy, there was 
-  # ſerious conſultation for putting reſtraint. upon the King by 
force, and compelling him by intimidation to alter the mea- 

ſures of his Government, under the penalty of taking the 


conſequences if he dared to refuſed; that preciſe fact was 
brought out in evidence, and brought out by evidence di- 
eee e is now e 
* betore you. £2 

ns fie hog tame ations 


: of them are ſhort, the words of Mr Juſtice Foſter and the 
words of Mr Serjeant Hawkins, becauſe they put the law 
in ſuch plain and diſtinct terms to the underſtanding of eve- 
ry body, that I am ſure. when I read them I ſhail not have 
à word more to ſay in explanation or in illuſtration of them. 
Mr Juſtice Foſter, after ſtating that riſings or inſurrections 
For a particular purpoſe do not fall under the idea of High 
Treaſun, expreſsly lays it down, © But every inſurrection 
& which in judgment of Jaw is inten died againit the perſon of 
.< the King, be it to dethrone or impriſon him, or oblige him 
to alter his meaſures. of Government or to remove evil 
.«. counſellors from about him, | theſe riſings all amount to 
„ levying war within the ſtatute, whether attended with 
e the pomp and circumſtances of open war er not. And 
4. every conſpiracy to levy war for theſe purpoſes, though 
, not treaſon within the clauſe of levying war, is yet an 
1 E eee the King's 
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„ ; 
* hats for theſe purpoſes cannot be effected by numbeth | 
. and open force without manifeſt danger to his perſon 
Gentlemen, I hope, when; you come to conſiier the _ 
| gence, you wilt keep this ſhort, this diſtin ſummary of 
that law of treaſon in your minds; and if the f:&s Which 
are proved, and which I ſhall feel it my duty to recapitulate, 
do not amount and apply preciſeiy, and almoſt in the very 
words to the authority. which I have juſt nom ftated, them 


I ſhall have no objection to abandon my . * 1 cauſe 


as my country altogether. 
I faid that I would read the words of Me - Com ant 


FF 833 the only quotation I ſhall further give; he ſays, 
« As to the firſt point, that of conſpiring the King), s death, 
It ſeems clearly agreed by all, That, conſpiring the Kings 
death, and providing weapons to effect it, or ſending lets 
* ters to incite others to procure it, or actually aſſembling 
„ people in order to take the King into their power, and 
* all other ſuch like notorious facts, done in purſuance of 
* a Treafonable purpoſe againſt the King's perſon, may be 
* alledg'd as overt acts to prove the compiſſing his death. 
_ «It has alſo been adjudg'd, that the levying war againſt 
u the King's perſon, or the bare conſuiting to levy ſack 
% war; or meeting together and confu'ting the means to 
« deſtroy the King and his Government, or aſſembling with 
. others and procuring them to attempt the King's death 3 
„, or printing Treaſonable poſitions, as that the King is ac- 
, countable to the prople, ind that they ought to take the 
„ Government into their own hands may be alledg'd as 
© overt acts, te prove the compaſſing the King's death.“ 
Gentlemen, the authority of Lord Coke was referr d to 
nin order to controvert this propoſition. - Is it likely, Gen- 
| flemen, that this opinion of Lord Coke's, had it been a ſolick 
and welt founded opinion, would not have been held to 
have been law at this moment, or that you would have 
_ found tubſequent writers declaring the reverſe, and quot- 
ing in ſupport of their propoſitions, not the trials of Trea- 
' for alone which have occurred- between” the GRE Lord 
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1 and particularly a caſe that is quoted by Lord Holt, and 


Chief Juſtice Pratt, two of the firſt Lawyers and beſt of 


men that England ever ſaw at the head of her Courts of 
Juſtice, which exiſted long before the time of Lord Coke, 


the caſe of Lord Cobham, in which this very point was ful- 


ly diſcuſſed, and then fixed and ſetled upon a foundation 
never to be ſhaken? I will ſtate to you the words of Chief 
Jaſtice Pratt in the noted eaſe of Chriſtopher Layer who 
was indicted under a train of circumſtances, for compalling 
the King's death, ſimilar in ſome reſpects to thoſe ſtated in 


the indiftment againſt the priſoner at your bar, but diflimi- 


lar in this reſpect only, that when you come to compare 


them together, the caſe of Layer, and the circumſtances of 


_ conſultation proved againſt him, and for which he was con- 
_ victed, and fuffered, ſhrink to nothing in compariſon with 


that extent of conſpiracy, that degree to which the trai- 


torous ſcheme now before you, had advanced towards com- 


pletion, and that ſerious and well arranged ſyſtem of meas 


ſures, which was not only deviſed, but actually in forward- 


neſs, and carried partly in: o excution by the orders, and 


under the directions of the priſoner at the bar. 


5 


Gentlemen, I blame not my learned brother for arguing 
as he has done, and extremely well, and ſtating every thing he 


could, iu a caſe where a man ſtands in that dreadful fitu< 


ation, in which the prifoner now does. But when he has 
ftated as law, what I apprehend'is not; and brought for. 
ward to your attention points, which if ever dubious or de- 


bateable, have long ſince been ſettled and put fo reſt, it is 


my duty to ſet the matter to rights, and I ſhall do ſo in the 
words of the Chief ſuſtice, who preſided in the trial of Lay- 
er, where the ſcif-ſame plea in law was urged by Mr Hun 


gerford, counſel for Layer, in arreſt of judgment. 


In that particular caſe, what were the words of the Chief 


| Juſtice? © Mr Hungerford, we would hear you on every 


5 matter, but conſider whether you are not offering a mats 


« ter in arreſt of judgment, that hath been determined * | 
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te gainſt you a hundred times; hath it not been conſtants "Fi 
„ ly allowed as an overt act of Treaſon, in compaſſing and 
« imagining the death of the King, if the parties did meer I 
6 and conſult, and agree to levy. war? hath it not con- Cp ey 
te ſtantly been agreed, and doth it not ſtand allowed ? Now N 
* to perſuade us, at this time, to over- throw the reſolutions N 
* taken by our predeceſſors, is ſuch a thing as is not right. CESS 
% Do you think we will give a judgment, contrary to : 
« what our learned TO have given in cates of the 
« greateſt moment? + 
If I thought it, was of any effect I wide not s 
10 ſpending time to hear you, but vou muſt ayres 1 It has 
© been oyer-ruled a hundred times.” 
Standing upon this authority in point of law, and liable 
to the correction of the Court if Iam wrong! in ſtating it, 
I come to what I feel my peculiar duty, in this ſtage of the 
trial, to ſum up the evidence, and to reply to the obſerva» 
tions ſtated againſt it, on the part of the priſoner. _ | 
Gentlemen, though the indictment is branched out, in, 
to a variety of different overt acts intended, in point. of 
form, to embrace every poſſible circumſtance we had to 
prove againſt him, and calculated out of mercy, nay out 
of juſtice to the priſoner, to explain to him every thing 
which we had to urge againſt him; yet it is material for 
you to know, that if we ſucceed in proving only one overt | 
act, we are intitled, though all the other ſeventeen (as 1 
believe there are eigliteen) were not proved, to a verdict a- 
gainſt the priſoner. 5 he 
But the matter reſts not upon ſuch narrow 1 be- 
cauſe, if I conſider this evidence right, every word that is 
ſtated i in that indiftment, however diverſified i in expreſſion, 
and varied in form, are completely, and fully, and diſtinctly 
i proved before you. 
Gentlemen, the charge againſt this mag i is compreveadad | 
under two diſtinct heads: | | 
Ia the firſt place, a conſpiracy. exiſting in | this country, 


: rr conſined to Scotland e but extended allo to * 
5 5 for 


> Sy” > 


3 . 
| for ciliting's new Brin iſh Convention, as the a0 


meſſes have told us, the purpoſe of which Cotwention 
zs diſtinctly ſpoken out by all thoſe writings to kave been 
nothing leſs than a bold, audacious and deſperate attempt 
to introduce ſomething like the French Government among 
us, to level the preſent order and eſtabliſhment of things, 


and, in the apprehenſion of the conſpirators themſelves, to 
bring upon this country all the evils of anarchy, unleſs pre- 
vented by the wild, the abfurd, and the ridiculous ſcheme 


which thoſe conſpirators had deviſed, in the moment of 


the diſſolution of the preſent Government, for ſubſtituting 


in its Read ſomething which they fancied was to be more | 


permanent and free, end more calculated for the good of 
their country, and for the good of menkind, than chat ker 
| che downfall of which they were conſpiring. | 


| Gentlemen, if 1 ſtopt here and went no farther, 1 ſhould 
be intitled to ſay I have proved my caſe ; For the King be. 
ing, what ! truſt he will :}ways remain to be, an effential and 


nà component part of the Britiſh legiſlature, if J prove this 
man accefiary to a conſpiracy, which had for its object the 
ſuobverũon and overthrow of the legiſlative authority, of 


which the King forms a part, I have proved him guilty by 
the found conſtruction of the ſtatute of Edward the III. of 


compaſſing and imagining the death of the King; becauſe 
| he could not hurl the King from that place which he holds 


in the legiſlature, and reduce him for a time to bondage, 


without bringing his perſonal ſaſety and life into danger, and 
Which amounts to what is deſcribed in the Act of Parlia- 


ment, which paſſed fivecenturies ago, in Edward the Third's 
time, as compaſſing and imagining the death of the King, 


"his It ke to be be ſound conſtruction of the Act of 


Parliament. The law of England, which is now the law of 
this country in matters of treaſon, and has. juſtly been ſo 
' ſince the Unions when our allegiance was the ſame, and 


when the breach of it ought to be puniſhed in the ſame 


5 manner, is peculiarly jealous of the ſafety of the Monarch, 


* n is ” . ſenſe, with what 
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who were ſo famous for paſſing this and other ſuch ſtatutes, 


as to obtain in hiſtory the appellation of the bleſſed Parlia. 


ment, and which, I hope it continues to deſerve, declared the 
bare imagination of meaſures tending to effect the life of 


the Sovereign to amount to High Treaſon, is fully See, 


not only by the hiſtory of ſucceeding ages, but by the re- 
cent experience of thoſe things which have happened in a 
neighbouring country, and to which I am intitled to advert, 
and which juſtifies that jealouſy with which they guarded the 


life of their m6narch, and erected a barrier againſt even the 


conſultation of the ſubjects of this country to any attempt 
which could fall under the definition of compaſling or ima. 


gining the death of the King. 


Will you then, Gentlemen, permit this. man and W 


engaged i in ſuch a deteſtable and dangerous conſpiracy, to be 
excuſed under the idea of an idle and abſurd rhodomontade? 


will you permit them to go free under the more ſpecious | 


but falſe pretext. of general reform of national grievances, 
or ſuffer either reſtleſs ambition, or the mad deſire of inno- 


vation to break thro? that barrier of ſtrength, of reſpect and 


of ſecurity with which the wiſdom and policy of our anceſ- 


tors have encircled the perſon of the Prince, and eſtabliſh= 
ed the ſtability of our conſtitution? We have not indeed 


far to go back for evidence of the danger to which fuch 


meaſures are liable; for if the barrier of loyalty and 


reſpect is once permitted to be aſſailed with impunity by 
every one who takes it in his head to do ſo, it will ſoon in- 


deed be broken completely through, the conſtitution and 


Government itſelf ſubverted, and the life of the monarch 


not only endangered, but forfeited, merely becauſe he bas 


the misfortune to be the Chief Magiſtrate. 


Gentlemen, I have juſt now ſtated what the Parliament 
4 England has done, in its juſtice, for the ſafety of the King. 


J have now to ſtate, what to its immortal honour it has alſs 


done for the moſt unbounded ſecurity to the perſon accuſed 
al treaſon. Look to the forms of the law of treaſon which 
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oy now for the Sidi fince the union 11 England we have 


the misfortune to be in practice acquainted with ; conſider the 
manner in which the charge is preferred againſt him; con- 
fider the time for preparing his defence with which he is in- 
dulged 3 that he has a liſt of the witneſſes and of the jurors 
who are to ſerve upon his trial furniſhed to him, at leaſt ten 
days before it; conſider his unbounded power of challenge, 
_ as large as can be admitted of, conſiſtent with the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice ; that twelve men ſitting upon his trial muſt 
concur in finding him guilty, and I venture to affirm, that 
the country never exiſted, or that biſtory tells us of, where 
the ſafety of the ſubject was under ſuch a charge ſo amply 
Protected, where we are tied down to prove every thing we 
aver againſt him, and laſt of all, an overt act is to be found 
| by you, to have been committed before you can find a ver- 
dict againſt him; and I fay the human mind cannot con- 
ceive a poſſibility of trial more fair for the priſoner, or 2 
ſyſtem of law provided that could be more effeQual to ſecure, 
I had almoſt ſaid, the indemnity of a man who is puilty. 
Gentlemen, I ſtated that the firſt point was the conſp'r= 
ing to call another Britiſh Convention. And if J have proved 
that which I ſtated in point of law, ſuch would have been, by 
the conſtruction of the ſtatute, an overt act of compaſſing 
the death of the King. But I reſt not upon that alone, becaule 
I fay the other not more but equally material point of the 
Cauſe is, that in this country a conſu tation did take place, 
not only for the purpoſe of compelling the King to alter his 
meaſures by force, and a -conſultation alone would have 
been of itſelf ſufficient, but in that conſultation the per- 
fon of the King was directly pointed at, bis perſonal ſafety 
vas to be brought into queſtion and danger; and I go further, 
and ſtate, that ſhort of the actual completion of that plan, 
hort of an actual inſurrection, ſhort of an actual arming of 
every perſon in Scotland, who, by emiſſaries, they could arm 
for that purpoſe, the conſultation was followed up, and pro- 
ſecuted to the utmoſt poſſible extent. It was proſecut- 
ed to an alarming extent. God knows where it would 


4 


eee pip it was ſtopt by an chan re fg It 1 


ſtopt by a moſt extraordinary diſcovery, and after the mea» 


ſures: which they had taken in the proſecution of the con- 


ſultation had been, though but for a very ſhort time, actual- 


I ly ina ſtate of execution. If theſe things are proved (leaving 
at preſent Watt's defence out of the queſtion) I ſhall be at 
a loſs to diſcover how you can heſitate in the ſmalleſt de- 


gree upon the ſubjed. I ſhall run over the evidence upon 
the firſt point very briefly, becauſe it conſiſts chiefly off 


written evidence, and that evidence has already been read 


to you by the proper officers of Court; and becauſe I doube 


not you will, when you deliberate upon your verdict, if you 


find it neceſſary, look yourſelves over thoſe material papers. 
You will remember in general, that as early as the 17th of 
May, 1793, and immediately after the Houſe of Commons 


5 


had thought it conſiſtent with their duty to reject the pe- 


titions for a reform in Parliament, a letter appears from a 


Mr Hardy, Secretary of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, afking from Mr Skirving, with whom we are all ac- 
quainted, what more effeQual meaſures could be now at- 
tempted. You will remember Mr Skirving's anſwer of the 

_ 25th May, equally well proved and of his hand writing, 
proved. to be found in the poſſeſſion of Hardy, as Mr Lauzun 


has told you, when Hardy was apprehended under a warrant 
from the Secretary of State. Vou will read that letter; I had 


much to ſtate upon it, I had marked ſeveral paſſages of it 


as fit for your attention, but which at this early hour, I ſhall 
_ -omit, making on this letter only one obſervation, 'that the 


vPriter of it ſeems to have been a very wild enthuſiaſt to have 


ſeriouſly fixed in his idea, that thepreſent government was to 
fall into ruins, and that anarchy would enſue in confequence, 
unleſs they in the mean time, unleſs Hardy and Skirving, 
with the aid of thoſe ſocieties, much too numerous I am 


afraid for the-public good, ſhould be prepared with their ner 


ſyſtem of Government with which they were occupied. 
* reading chat letter, it will be for you, Gentlemen, to 


"__ Os en, 
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epnſider whether thels men were engiged i in a wild; abfartt 
| rhodomontade z or, whether they were not teriouſly occupied 
in forming a plan of organization, as Skirving terms it, 
"which they were to be ready to ſubſtitute in lieu of the 
edifice they thought was about to fall into deſtruction. I ſhalt 
paſs over ſeveral of the other letters that are proved to have 
paſſed among theſe people, between the months of June and 
November laſt, when the | Britiſh Convention of eternal 
and notorious fame was eſtabliſhed in this city. You find 


Mr Skirving, then correſponding with Mr Hardy, the Se- 


cretary of the London Socicty, which as Taylor and Goſling 
told yon, met in January laſt, to the number of 1200 people 


at the Globe Tavern, and as late as April, to more than 
20 perſons. You find this London Correſponding So- 


ciety chuſing members to go to that Convention. Tous it 
is matter of notoriety that thoſe two delegates are ſuffering 


this moment, for their conduct in that Convention, that juſt 


puniſhment which the juſtice of Scotland awarded againſt 
them. Lou find by the evidence of Scott and others, there 
were other focicties in England who ſent delegates to this 
Scotch Convention. » You have it in evidence from that 
Mr Aitchifon whom we faw to day, and who acknowledged 
2 paper with his hand writing upon the back of it, entitled 


Citizen Binclair's amendment of Citizen Callendar's motion; 


and you have the minutes of the Convention itſelf proved 
to be the writing of Roſs and Aitchifon. From theſe and 
from the evidence of Roſs and Aitchifon, it appears that this 
motion of Sinclair's, with which you are fo well acquaint- © 
ed, was ſolemniy and deliberately adopted by the Con- 
vention; and followed up on the 28th November, by a mo- 
tion from Citizen Margarot, viz. That a Secret Committee 
«© of three, with the Secretary, he appointed to determine 
* the. place where ſuch Convention of Emergency ſhall 


ec meet: That ſuch place ſhall remain a ſecret with them, 


ec and with the Secretary of this Convention; and that 


1 each delegate ſhall, at the breaking up of the preſent Seſ- 


„ fion, be entruſted with a ſealed letter, containing the 
* . name 


. \ 
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6c name at the place . meeting: That this letter ſhall he 
e delivered unopened to his conſtituents, the receipt of 


„ which mall be acknowledged by a letter to the Secretary, | 


4 preſerved, in the fame ſtate until the period ſhall arrive, 

« at which it ſhall be deemed neceflary for the delegates to ſet 
off.“ You have it proved by Scott that they were diſperſed 
by the Magiſtrates and Sheriff on two ſucceſſi ve days. It 
is proved that this Convention attempted once to aſſemble 


in the face of lawful authority, and that upon the ſecond 


occaſion, Margarot called out expreſsly to the Convention to 
recollect they had the preceding evening voted themſelves 
permanent, and they were not at liberty to retire. You will 
conſider theſe circumſtances, and connect with them the two 


other printed papers on the table, proved to contain the 


proceedings at the Globe Tavern a few weeks thereafter, and 
the proceedings at Chalk farm the 24th of April. I will 
not fatigue your attention or diſtreſs you at this hour of the 
morning, by reading the one or the other of theſe papers; 
much had I to fay, much had I to argue on each, burt 1 
leave both to your impartial conſideration. 

The refolutions at the firſt, amount to a direct 8 on 
the legal proceedings of the courts of law in your own coun- 
try, aſſert in ſeveral paſſages in the ſtrongeſt terms, their 
determination to reſiſt the legal authority of this country, and 
juſtify the Convention for that conduct for which the Jury 


of Scotland had convicted their delegate Margarot, and for 


which he was ſentenced to Botany Bay. They take up- 
on themſelves the whole merit, and ſtate the whole pro- 
ceedings of the Britiſh Convention to be ſuch as to demand 
applauſe, and avow they will continue to follow them 
in all particulars till the laſt moment. The reſolutions on 


the 14th April, attack in terms ſtill more violent and out- 


rageous, the proceedings, which they fay, diſgrace the Su- 
preme Court of Criminal Juſtice in Scotland, and declare 
that theſe ought to be conſidered as diſſolving entirely the 
ſocial compact between the Engliſh Government and the 
re and drieing them to append to that uncontrovertible 


maxim | 


— 
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W of eternal Juſtice; that the ſafety of the Wen the 
fupreme, and, in caſes of neceſſity, the only law; that a 

mecaſure then under the conſideration of Parliament, the 
employing Emigrants in Britiſh pay, on which meaſure Par- 

Bament had alone the power to determine, they ſtate, that 

on no pretetice whatever, ought the people to ſubmit to it; 

they ſtate, as a queſtion of doubt, what Mr Taylor told you 
uuns at firſt a direct aſſertion, that the King and his Mini- 
ters had Bren guilty of High Treafon in tailing money by 

Fubfeription ; and that this, and arming one part of the 
cauntry againſt the other, were the meaſures which brought 
' Charles I. to the block, and drove James II. and his poſteri- 
ty from the throne. If arming a free and loyal nation a- 
"gainiſt a foreign enemy, be the meaſure which theſe perſons 
\confider as arming one part of the people againſt the other; 
and if they favour the cauſe, and are deſirous to bring that 
enemy into this country, then they have a right to ſay they 

axe a part of the people againſt which the others are armed. 

Since they take it to themſelves, it is for you, Gentlemen, 

-to conſider to what extent this reſolution goes, and of what 
complexion are the members of this London Correſponding 
Society. The concluding reſolution ſtates their conviction, 
That a ſteady perſeverance in the ſame bold aid energe- 
e tic ſentiments avowed by the Friends of Freedom, can- 

* nat fail of crowning with ultimate triumph the virtuous 
4 cauſe in which we are engaged-? What cauſe ? the cauſe 
-of the Britiſh Convention, which in the preceding reſolu- 
"tions they have ſo warmly extolled as being in ſtrict con- 
formity to the withes and inſtructions of the Society; and 
they conclude this inflammatory and treaſonable paper, by 
obſerving, ſince, whatever may be the intereſted opinion of 
40 Wee Senators, or packed majorities of pretended 
-& repreſentatives, truth and liberty in an age ſo ieee 
4 as the preſent, muſt be invincible and omnipotent.“ 

In a ſubſequent part of their addreſs to Joſeph Gerald, 

"they have expreſsly ſtated, “The equal laws of this country 


20 N for ages * been the boaſt al its inhabitants, but 
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4 whither are they now fled? . We are. e 
, ſame ſentiments,” (talking of the Britiſh Convention,) 


« we are daily repeating the ſame words, and committing 
« the ſame actions for which you are thus infamoully ſen- 


« tenced, and we will repeat and commit them until we - 


&« have obtained redreſs; yet we are unpuniſhed ! Either 
« therefore, the law is unjuſt toward you, in inflicting pu- 
4 niſhment on the exertions of virtue and talents, or ix 
ec ought not to r us of our ſhare in the glory of this 
e martyrdom.” 

What is this but falſely ſtating that the laws of the country 
are not adminiſtered with equality and juſtice ? What is it 
but vindicating and making their own, the whole proceed- 
ings of the Britiſh Convention, and thoſe perſons who have 
been puniſhed for thoſe proceedings, and avowing their de- 

termination to commit and perſevere in the fame criminal 
conduct till they obtain redreſs ? They hope to bave their 
ſhare in the glory of the martyrdom ! I hope that the laſt 
part of their prayer is not far diſtant. What I have read 
now, is from the reſolution of the x4th of April, at a meeting 
at Chalk Farm, where it is proved there were no leſs than 
2000 people preſent. At the meeting at the Globe Tavern 
in January, they adopted a ſimilar reſolution to that on 
your table, which was proved to be Aitchiſon's own hand 
writing, which was for calling a General Convention, which 
in fact, was to aſſume all the powers of legiſlation over this 
country, and to exerciſe a fupreme authority in any manner 6 
it might think proper ; and which, in caſe Parliament ſhould 
think fit to land foreign troops, in caſe they ſhould think fie 
to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act, which has been done 3 
(and for the wiſdom and neceflity of that meaſure, need 1 


refer you to any thing elſe but what this day's evidence has 


preſented, to you?) and in ſeveral other given caſes, was im- 
mediately to be ſummoned for the clear and indubitable pur= 
poſe of rebellion againſt the legiſlature of Great Britain. 
Before I leave this, attend alſo to the letter of Hardy, IL 
e the printed letter which we have traced home to the 
Es Pollen 


Foſſeſſion of Miller of Perth, and Mitchell of Strathaven; 
that paper, combined with thoſe reſolutions which I have juſt 
now read, appears to me, and I truſt and know it muſt 

appear to you, as nothing leſs than e the alarm for * 

e e in this mage ad . 


1 


« muſt either affert with zeal and firmneſs their claims to 
liberty, or yield without reſiſtance to the claims that mi- 
« niſterial uſurpation is forging for them. Will you co- 

operate with us in the only peaceable meaſure that now 


6 preſents itſelf with any proſpect of ſucceſs. We need not 


4 intimate te you, that notwithſtanding the unparalleled au- 


. © dacity of a corrupt and overbearing faction which at preſent 
<. tramples on the rights and liberties of the people, our 
c meetings cannot in England be interrupted, without the 


cc previous adoption of a Convention Bill, a meaſure it is our 
< duty to anticipate, that the ties of union may be more firmly 
< drawn, and the ſentiments and views of the different ſo- 
& cieties throughout the nation be compared while it is yet 
£ in our power, ſo as to guide and direct the future opera- 


&« tions of the Friends of Freedom. : Rouſe then to one ex- 
1 ertion more, and let us ſhew our conſciouſneſs of this 


© important truth. If we are to be beaten down by threats, 


£ proſecutions, and illegal ſentences, . we are unworthy, we 


& are incapable of liberty. We muſt however be expeditious. 
_ «©. Heffians:and Auſtrians are already among us, and if we 

« tamely ſubmit, a cloud of thoſe armed Barbarians may 
cc ſhortly be poured in upon us. Let us form then another 


< Britiſh Convention. We have a centrical fituation in 
& our view, which we believe, would be moſt convenient 
for the whole iſland z but which we forbear to mention, 
on intreating your confidence in this particular, till we have 
& the anſwer of the ſocieties with which we are in corre- 


« ſpondence. Let us have your anſwer then by the 2oth 
te at fertheſt ; earlier of poſſible, whether you approve of the 
; meaſure, * how many delegates you can ſend, with the 

CI 1 e 
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„ | i T. HarDY, Secretary.” 


/ 


« For ris dagen of this bühne we have appoliita 
e ef a Secret Committee; you will judge how vibe. it is ne 
& celfafy for” you to do the ſame.” | a= 


Now, having eſtabliſhed. this cloſe union with ihe T Lon- 


don Correſponding Society, united in the ſame meaſures, 


ſending delegates to the ſame place, and taking up the cauſe 
of the Britiſh Convention where they left it, and corre- 
ſponding again, with every part of the country, let us con- 
ſider what are the inferences which you are to draw from 
theie proceedings. After the evidence Was read to you, you 


could have no doubt, that this other Britiſh Convention, 
which was to royze itſelf to one exertion more, was to be a 
Convention, not only as ſtrong, but more effectual than the 


one in Edinburgh, diſperſed fix months before. This letter 


of Hardy's appears to have been ſent to Stock, and a num 
ber of copies given by him to George Roſs, the man in 


whoſe houſe the Committee of Union met, and in whoſe 
houſe the Committee of Ways and Means met; a fact 
Which one of the witneſſes, with a very mean equivocation, 
attempted to deny, for, when I aſked him if he went 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, he anſwered, no, he 
went to the Gazetteer Office; but it turned out, that the 


Gazetteer, Office was the very place where theſe Commit 95 


tees always met; George Roſs was a member of the Britiſh 


Convention, and of. the Committee. of Union alſo; and 


George Roſs told you, he ſent theſe printed letters to dif- 


ferent places in Scotland, particularly Perth, Paiſley, Strath- 
aven and Dundee. In this you find him confirmed by the 
evidence of Miller and Mitchell. The copy ſent to Perth 


is on the table, addreſſed in the hand- writing of George 
Roſs » and Miller admits, that' he received it from Edin- 


rs by ran, and he Jay, in et of that invitati⸗- 
| 1 1 . 
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a theclub at Perth agen to chuſe a delegate, who. n ; 
ready to ſet out, and to attend in that place, then kept a ſecrets 
where Mr Hardy ſhould afterwards notify the Convention 


mould affemble. This happened in April, and the little 


man, Taylor, E believe, told you, that it was underſtood. i in 


London, that the Secret Committee had fixed the place, 
and that the Convention of Emergency was appointed to 
meet about the beginning of May. I took his words 
down, for the coincidence of dates ſtruck me to be extreme- 
Iy material. | You have it. in evidence, that Mitchell of 
Strathaven received ſuch another letter; he acted as chair- 


man of the United Societies of. Strathaven, and various o- 


ther villages in that neighbourhood, who met, as Mitchell 
fays, in conſequence of that letter, and likewiſe choſe a de- 


legate, to attend the propofed Convention. The letter it- 


felf, ſigned by Mitchell, and diſpatched by him to London, 
notifying the election cf the delegate, was afterwards found 
by the meſſengers in Hardy's poſleſſion, and is now on the 


table. It is dated the gth of April, which tallies again ex- 

a aRly with the periods of Miller and Taylor. | ; 

From how many other towns in Scotland, and from hw | 
many towns in England they had received afſurance&of co- 

operation, in the one great exertion which remained, it is 


not neceſſary for me to inquire; it is enough for me to have 
proved what I have done, and I now leave it for your conſider- 


ation, whether. I have not, clearly and ſatisfactorily, made out, 
what I hope the proſecutor always will, in ſuch a caſe, be 
obliged to make out, ere he can aſk a Jury to believe the 
exiſtence of a conipiracy or treaſonable plot; one of as ſert- 
ous, as alarming, and as extenſive. a niture, as ever was 
formed in the annals of our hiſtory; I confefs, Gentlemen, 


that, when in ax different capacity, I firſt heard of the exi- 


ſtence of this extraordinary ſcheme, it ſtruck me, that it 
could not be ſerious, as it bore all the marks, and the ſi- 
militude of fancy and madneſs. But the evidence this day 
has proved, that this ſeheme was not the fancy of the mo- 
ment, not the effort of any one, two, or three individuals 
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A i& eee „ acung under the ivfluence of an. vcd : 


imagination, but part of a ſerious, and a deep conſpiracys 


which began eighteen months ago, which gradually grew in 
maturity, as the parties, of which it was compoſed, ecatis 
nued to increaſe in activity, and boldneſs 3 and has now, by 


dint of unwearied induſtry, extended to numbers which we 


| ſhould have efteemed incredible: when you find one meets - 


ing of 1200 perſons publiſhing 100,000 copies of their re- 


 Flutions, to be ſent all over the country; and a ſecond, of 
| 2000 and upwards, publiſhing no leſs than 200,000, becauſe | 
the former had not been ſufficient ; when you find it thug. 
gradually increaſing, will you, Gentlemen, permit this cons 


ſpiracy to go on in its progreſs? will you ſuffer it to rear its 
head any longer againſt the legal conſtituted authority of 
the State; to hold in contempt, and attack with impunity, 
the Laws and the Juſtice of the country, and to juſtify the 


conduct of condemned criminals, with an avowed determi- 


nation to repeat the ſame crimes, and never to deſiſt, till 


they have obtained their object.— All this you have in evi- 


dence; and the point, fit for you, as a Jury, ts conſi der, is 
How far it is brought home againſt. Watt. It - is, brought 


| home againſt Watt, by this evidence; in the Committee af 
Mays and Means, which aſſembled in the houſe of George 
Roſs, the man who received the paper from Steck, that 


letter was laid before the meeting, in the preſence of Bons 
thron, Stock, Watt, and Downie, where an - anſwer was 
concerted to that letter, and Watt, who is proved to hive 
been alarmed with reſpect to correſponding with Hardy, he- 
fitated, till adviſed by Stock, whom I am entitled to ſtate as 


2a traitor, becauſe the Grand Jury have found a Bill of In- 3 
dictment againſt him, removed his doubts, by aſſuring him 
he had deviſed a proper mode, in which Hardy and Watt . 
could correſpond with ſafety. This circumſtance, I am as. 
fraid, proves that this man, artful and cunning as he was; EE? 


Knew ſufficiently. well the criminal nature of the correſpori 
dence in which he was engaged, and from the peculiar mode 


* which MEvan anſwered the queſtion * by the priſoner 


SF 2 


* 
— 


„„ =5 wx, 


—— — — — nr, [PIETY 
3 


5555 2 
1 N 


——— —ů— AT —UÜũꝓkõ —44—2 — 
4 


— 


— 


% 


CRE ge v3 . 316 1 
bimſelf, ks was, notwithſtanding, fully. Wet to is: it 
on, If the excuſe of ignorance was admiſſible ar all; ſome 
kind of apology might perhaps be found for a perſon, ſuch 
as Bonthron, ſuch as M<Ewan, or a man fimilar to Mr 


Altchiſon, or any of thoſe perſons, who, after being miſſed 


by others more deſigning than themſelves, embarked in 
ſchemes; of the guilt of which they were utterly incapaci- 
tated to judge; and which, from their ſityation, they could 
not diſcover ; who were gradually led, as many of the Bri- 
tiſh Convention were from leſs to more, without knowing 
the full extent of the crime they had committed. But 
could Watt plead that apology? He was not a member of 
the Britiſh Convention, but he knew the proceedings of it. 
He could not be ignorant of the puniſhment of the ring. 
leaders of that Convention; and yet you find him, after 
the Sword of Juſtice had reached thoſe men, engaged in the 
ſame meaſures, and carrying them on, in that very place in 
which they had ſuffered for their offence, by a ſentence more 
lenient than it merited. It was with his eyes e theres 
Hoek, he muſt have done all this. 6-6 Rong 5 
The only uſe puniſhment ever was 8 for in this 
world, for the ſake of example to others, had completely failed 
in regard to him. When you find him in this Committee of 
5 Union, when you find him in the Committee of Ways 


and Means, aſſiſting at that Committee with Stock, con- 


certing the anſwer to be given to one of thoſe letters, and 
conſulting as to the ſafe and proper mode of correſponding 
with Hardy, and agreeing with Stock, that he 'was to carry 


with him to Hardy the anſwer which was drawn up upon 


this occaſion; if you think this was an acceſſion on the part 
"of this man to the icheme of calling a new Britiſh Conven- 
tion; if you think that his becoming a member of the Com- . 
mittees of Union and of Ways and Means, taking. up the 
cauſe of the Britiſh Convention where they left it; and 
perſevering, as he clearly did 1 in the ſelf fame ſyſtem is prove 
ed againſt him, you will then judge if he is not deeply en- 
Eos! in this conſpiracy; and if you will not hold bin an. 

c | — 
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charge. J have been dwelling perhaps too long upon this 

part of the evidence: J hope I. ſhall not be ſa long upon 
what remains. 1 late to you with perfect confidence, that 
if you look alone to the evidence of Bonthron and M<Ewang ' . 
a caſe cannot be fig zuzed, where the facts are more com- 
pleatly proved than choſe which have come out in the evi- 

den: this day laid before you. By the laws of this country, 
tv o witneſſes are neceſſary to prove one crime. By the law 
of England in common caſes, one credible witneſs to a crime, 
entitles a jury to convict: But though | in matters of treaſon, 
the concurrent teſtimonies of two witneſſes are requiſite, 
it has been uniforn:ly held, that one witneſs to one overt act, 
and another to another of the ſame ſpecies of treaſon, is ſuf- I 
ficient, .In the preſent caſe Jou have three WARES to the · 
treaſon. . 
McEwan, was the: firſt Angel Lam ſire wh Iin a 
few words bring to your recollection the manner he gave 
his teſtimony, you will join with me in paying that compli- 

ment to him I cannot pay to Bonthron or Fairley ; that he 
ſeemed deſirous to tell the truth, and nothing but the truth. 

If you look at your notes, you will find, one particular 
thing only excepted, which Bonthron did not recolliect, you 
will find every part of his ſtory confirmed by Bonthron, and 
indeed by all the others beyond the poſlibility of doubt. | 

This Committee of Ways and Means, like a ſelf elected 
Committee in France was. inveſted with full powers to con- 
duct the buſineſs of the party in Scotland, was to turn out 
old members and bring in new ones at pleaſure, and was 
not to be reſponſible or accountableè to the perſons that choſe : 
them. It conſiſted of ſeven perſons, Bonthron, Downie, 

Stock, Watt, M- Ewan, Aitchiſon and Burk; the two laſt 58 


however ſoon gave up their attendance, and if it is worth SD) 
'_ while to build any thing on the teſtimony of Aitchiſon, „ a5 
reaſon for retiring was by no means A bad one. His teſt i. on | 


mony however I ſhall leave perfectly out of the cafe? I re- 
ker 15 to better evidence, ang evidence net to be ſhaken, _ 3 
| 5 3 when 8 


3 


5 


"a I direct your attention' to that of M<Ewan, who tells 
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Fou the purport of the plan Watt propoſed, when Downie, 
Stock and Bonthron were preſent z he tells you it was nei- 
«ther more nor leſs, (it is needleſs for me minutely to go over 
the cireumſtances of it) than a conſpiracy, not only to com- 
pel the King to alter the meaſures of his Government, but 


10 conſtrain him by force; to ſeize during the night the 


Caſtle, the Banks and public offices, and to ſend couriers to 
excite a general inſurrection through the country, and to 


Hue a proclamation to the country gentlemen, farmers and 


others to the purpoſe M*Ewan has told us. An addreſs was 


next to be ſent to the King, ſtating what had happened, and 
Ii he did not diſmiſs his Miniſters and put a ſtop to the 


war, the words are, © he muſt either abide by the conſe- 


1 quences, or ſtand to the peril of the conſequences. In 
_ almoſt every particular was MEwan confirmed by Bon- 


thron, although he was not ſurely a willing witneſs for me, 
and equivocated as much in giving his teſtimony as ever a wit- 
neſs did in a Court of juſtice, who was not ſent to gaol for 
perjury or prevarication. He cortoborated, however, the 
account of M*Ewan at leaſt in all its material points, though 
with the utmoſt difficulty, and a difficulty which will, on 


your minds, have the ſame effect it had upon mine; that 
this witneſs ſaid nothing but what was ſtrictly true, and 


meant to keep cloſe every circumſtance he poſſibly could, 
which might be prejudicial to the priſoner, whoſe conduct 


he meant to conceal, but which, by that very reluctance; 


Bonthron clearly ſhewed he felt to be highly criminal, and 


\ which, but for the obligation he was under to ſpeak the truth, 
he did every thing in bis power to conceal. He concurs 


alſo with M*Ewan. im deſcribing what he felt reſpeCting the 


8 ſcheme Watt propoſed to them, and which, to the eternal 


Honour of M*<Ewan, he inſtantly oppoſed, by declaring he 
never would agree to any meaſure which tended to diſturb 
the peace of the country, and to lay his country in blood; 


for Bonthron declares that M*Ewan ſtrongly diſapproyed 
of that plan, and that he joined him in doing ſo. may 
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: does not fell you indeed any thing with reſpect to ke lte 
to the King, but he tells you he was fo frightened and a- 


hrmed when he heard this ſcheme propoſed, that it is not 
extraordinary that if this addreſs to the King was read in 


his prefence, it ſhould have eſcaped his memory. It does 


not indeed exactly appear whether this addreſs was read at 


this firſt meeting, or not till the next day, in which caſe 


the addreſs was not divulged co Bonthron at all, and he ne- 
ver heard of it. But when you find M Ewan ſupported im 


every thing by Bonthron, one eircumſtance only excepted: 


that does not take from the credibility of the evidence of 
M-Ewan, on the contrary it confirms him, and ſhews 
M-Ewan has been telling the truth: For how is it poſſible 
to belicve, that where he does ſo in every other part of the 
teſtimony, in which Bonthroa and he perfectly coincide and 
W that in this particular he was telling a falſehoodꝰ 


We had a third witneſs, Mr Fairley, and there I muſt re. 


peat with a ſtronger degree of application the obſervation E 


made on the conduct of Bonthron: Did that man, during | 


an hour or more that he ſtood at the foot of that table, did 
he or did he not conceal the truth ? you ſaw his behaviour 


while under examination, ant you will think Ltruſt, as I ay 


| that he was determined to conceal the truths * 


We forced it out of him at laſt in ſpite of his heart; and | 


material and concluſive as his evidence i is, deciſive as it, is in 


every circumſtance, even the moſt minute, of the guilt of the 


priſoner, I will not recapitulate ene of them; obſerving only 


in general, that he has deponed to every thing to which M. Ewan 


and Bonthron had ſworn before, with this only difference, 
it coſt him an hour and a half's work to tell you what he 


could and ought to have done in ten minutes, what he welk | 
knew was no idle plan, but a fcheme, the criminal nature of 
which he was ſufficiently aware of, and which he wiſhed to 


bury in eternal oblivion. Bonthron ſays, he was fo alarmed: 
on hearing the plan read; that he went home immediately 
and-wrote an advertiſement for the purpoſe of inſerting it- 


in NR next paper, but that 25 did not you; it in. I, 


„ „„ 
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Being aſked the 3 be aud, that "FAS be had time ts 


carry it to the printer, Fairley had come, mentioning tat 


he was to go upon a journey to fee his friends, in the courſe 


of whi ch he was to do ſome buſineſs for Watt; and, that 


having, i in conſequence of F airley's ſolicitation, given him a 
line to Watt for ſome money, he conſidered this as to a 
certain degree of new engaging with the Committee, and 
on that account kept the advertiſement by him. But that 


paper he produced, which, he ſaid, he drew up at the time, 
dated 21ſt of April, a ſhort while before Stock appears to 
have left the city, and on the import of which I need not 


_ fay one word. In-ſhort, take the evidence of theſe three 
mien, Bonthron, M Ewan, and Fairley, compare and com- 


bine them together, and if you heſitate a moment in believ- 
ing every thing they have ſtated to you, to be true, any ar- 


gument which I could offer to you on the ſubject, would be | 


in my apprehenſion, extremely idle and unneceſſary. wo 
Now, it has been ſaid in defence. of the priſoner, that grant« 
ing all this to be true, it is at beſt an idle, incredible, and 


impracticable plan, and a mere conſultation of meaſures ne- 


ver intended to be carried into execution. lf n be a conſul- 
tation for the purpoſe of levying war againſt the Kivg, it is 


, enough for my purpoſe ; for that of itſelf is an overt act to 
prove the compaſſing and imagining the death of the king. 


But it is impoſſible for me to agree to this ſtate of the caſe. 
1 have proved that the matter did not reſt at a mere conſul. 
tation, but that the conſultation was acted upon and follow- 
ed up as far as the priſoner. and his accomplices could go, 


and to the utmoſt extent in their power, till their progreſs 
was ſtopped by being thrown into ſeparate cuſtody, where 
they have remained ever ſince: It has been fa'd that the | 
ſcheme is incredible. Not long ago it would have been in- 
credible. Bat let me aſk you, Gentlemen, have not things. 
equally- incredible lately happened? I aſk you, could you 
have believed in the month of May 1793, that Skirving and 
Hardy were then conſpiring againſt the ftate ? Could you 


have 1 Eo = r when the Britith Convention met 
bere, 
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hers) that they 5010 PTY” dared to have openty paſſed a a re- 
ſolution in the face of the country, avowing a determination 
to refiſt the Britiſh, legiſlature by force? Could you have 
believed, till the fact actually happened, that in London, 


there would be found men, bold, wicked, and daring enough 
to meet in public aſſembly, ro the amount of 10 perſons, | 


to paſs reſolutions in almoſt the ſelf· ſame words, to vindicate 
the crime of thoſe men whom the Supreme Court of Juſtice 


in Scotland had condemned to tranſportation, and avowed 


their determination to commit the ſame offence? Could 
you have believed, if it had not been proved to you, that 
they ſhould ſince have attempted to aſſemble another, and a 


more numerous Britiſh Convention, ſimilar in its nature and 
objects to the former, and for the purpoſes ſtated in the let». 


| ters I have read ? Recollect theſe things, and judge betwixt 
us, of the merit of this plea of general improbability. Res 
collect alſo, that we live not in the age of high families or 
powerful ſubjects conſpiring, as in times of old, ag inſt their 


lawful Sovereign, but in a time unparalleled not in the hiſ- 


tory of this kingdom alone, but i in that of the world, when 
a ſyſtem, originating in 'that country, which has 3 4 
convulſion in every part of Europe, has with a zeal propor- 
tioned to the magnitude of the object, and the defperation 


of its adherents, been attempted to be intreduced into Britain | 
by inflaming the multitude, by ſctting every man of low fitu- 
ation againſt his immediate ſuperior, by holding out to the 


people the deluſive idea of equality, not only of rights, but 


of property; which propoſes to renounce all rank and order 


in ſociety, and to eſtabliſh what implies in it the deſtruction 


of the conſtitution of this country, and without which, ſome 
of the witneſſes have told you, they were taught to bel eve 


they were not free, Annual P-rliaments and Univerſa! Suf- 


frage, the falſe and ſpecious pretext under Which is hardly _ 

concealed a plan to introduce that eonfution and anarchy which 

have deluged another country in blood, and which it muſt © 
long continue to lament. It js the conſpiracy and reaſon of, 


(is =o which I impute to this man. Tell me not then that 
8 1 N Bonthrony' 
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. Watt, and the others are not to bis believed ſerious 


in their attempt to lift their hands againſt the Government, 
when we find that the means by which the treaſon was ta 

be carried on in every town and village in this country, was 
by ſeducing the ignorant and unwary, and deluding the peo- 


ple to obtain what, if they ever could obtain it, would end 
in their own deſolation, ruin, and deſtruction. Tell me not 


that this ſchem- is unlikely on the ground that the actors 
- apparentiy have not the power to be miſehievous. If you 
ſhew me that it is impracticable in the execution, 1 agree 
to your holding it to be an unlikely plan both in its formae 


tion and ſiructure. But if you tell me it is unlikely to be 


ſerious mercly becauſe this Committce of Ways and Means 


conſiſted only of ſeven men, recollect, I beg of you, Gen- 


"Pp tlemen, in what ſituation theſe men were placed, and in 

what character they acted. They ſtate themſelves to be the 
_ repreſentative of the conſtituent, whom ihe conſtituent is 
pound to protect Againſt every attack made againſt him, be- 
cauſe the will of the repreſentative is the will of the conſti- 
tuent. It is proved that the Committee of Ways and Means 
was a Secret Committee armed with the moſt uncontrouled 


and abſolute authority qver. thoſe who either directly or in- 


direclly concurred in its nomination. That it poſſeſſed a pow- 
er of diſpoſing of money collected under various falſe pre- 
| tences, to any purpoſe howeyer treaſonable without being 


called to any account for it; and that with the utmoſt arti- 


nice; and caution, it deviſed and directed every poſſible ſtep 
by which the multitude diſperſed in clubs and ſocieties 
throughout the country, could be brought to act together 
with vigour and by ſurpriſe againſt the llabliſhed PIT 
and government of the State. 
When I look tg the circumſtances proved this VER ga | 
te reach of doubt, can we heſitate in being of opinion, 
that there exiſted in the boſom of Watt and this Committee 
of Ways and Means, a ſcheme which bears all the features 
Det = of ſerious, black, dreadful treaſon, in every line and in every 
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them b means of an FPS on a attempting to „ 
duce the Fencibles from their duty. You: find in the cloſet 
of this delinquent a font of types diſcovered, which the 
Sheriff tells you he took into his poſſeſſion, evneciving it ſomes - 
thing extraordinary, that a merchant and ſpirit dealer ſhould 
have any ule for ſuch a machine, and you find the 1 Fencible 
paper taken from that ſet of types. My brother was pleaſed _ 
to ſay, there was nothing ſeditious i in that paper z but had 


he forgot the peculiar ſituation of the Fencible Regiments 
en the x2th of April when this paper is dated; and will he 
ſtill venture to aſſert, that the paper is not ſeditious ? What 


elſe than ſedition, and what leſ than treaſon can you impute 
to the man who at ſo critical a time, when all the Fencible 


Regiments had heſitated, tome been induced to . 
a few had to their honour agreed to march to England, to 


join in protecting the country at large under a threatened 


invaſion; could be baſe enough, criminal enough, and daring” 7 
enough, deliberately to fit down to compoſe; print, and 


| Publiſh ſuch a paper, exciting the ſoldiery under falfe pres 
tznces not to croſs the 'Tweed to afliſt in repelling a foreign 


invader : which holds out to them in the moſt inflammatory 
language, the danger of Scotland being over-run by foreign 


troops, as the only object againſt which they ouglit to guard 


and what foreign troops? Not the troops of France, the 
only foreign enemy whoſe invaſion we had to defend againſt; 
and to whom, from beginning to end of this paper there is 
not the moſt indirect or diſtant allufion, but foreign mers 
7 cenaries; as they are termed; an expreſſion, of which, on reads 


ing that paper, not a ſoldier in the ranks could miftake the 


true meaning. To render the meaning ſtill more obvious; 


theſe foreign troops are deſeribed to be ſuch as have in 
times paſt ſhed the blood of our anceſtors, and itomediately 


1s introduced the cruel. maſſacre of Glencoe, where the 
troops of King William were guilty. of an act which has fix- 
ed a ſtain which will not be ſoon removed from the annals 
of this country. They were not French troops then, but 
men in the ſituation of King William's troops z, foreigners | 
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indeed, but auxiliarics, and who atone could be introduced 
into this country in the hour ot extreme danger and the laſt 


neceſſity, and by the authority of Parliament, whom, under 
the appellation of foreign troops and foreign mercenaries it 
was to guard againſt, and whom alone the author had in 


Bis eye, when he compoſed this printed addrefs to the Fen- 
eibles. Will you be of opinion that there was nothing ſedi- 
tious in this paper, when you find the parties themſelves 


concerned in the publication of it, conſcious of their danger ? 
Remember the evidence given by Watſon, who told yon 


that while he was ſtanding in a thop in the Lawn Market, 
Be ſaw Downie paſs by, and having the curioſity to inquire 


after that paper or hand bill, ke followed him and aſked 


for it. This curious gentleman is a Friend of the People 


and lived at Dalkeith, where 300 of Lord Hopetoun's Fen- 


eibles were at that moment quartered on their march to Eng- 


land. Downie tells him “I have none of them, but I wilt 
fake you to a place where you may get them.” Where do 
they go? Watſon could not or would not ſwear to the perſon 
of the priſoner ; but he ſays, that Downie carried him to 
the honſe of a man who liv-d a little below the North Bridge, 
the very place where Watt lives; that after remaining there 
a few minutes, Downie and he eme out. He ſays he did 
not hear Watt ſay any thing, or direct them where to 90 


but he admits, underſtanding he was going to have his cu- 


riofity ſatisfied, which had rut been done at Watt's houſe, 


as Downie had led him to expect: That they went directiy 
from thence to Montgomery's ſhop, on the South Bridge, 
where Kennedy, a perſon who abſconded the-gvening after 
K 
Watt was ſeized, and who after every excrtion remains con- 


cealed, and has probably by this time eſcaped beyond the 
reach of the juſtice of this country, went with Downie into 


the back ſhop, and in two minutes they ealled Watſon in, 


when Downie threw a parcel dovn upon the floor, and ſaid, | 


he would not give it him, but deſired him to take it vp, 
adding, that © if any body aſks you how you came by it, 
| as him * ic.“ For what reaſon * was 


— \ * 


$6e 10 give; = 5 ik ei >. on 
F leave, Gentlemen, to your. own- conſideration ; the parcel DS: 
contained a number of copies of the addreſs to the Fencibles, 
Which Mr Watfon admits, he loſt no time in diſtributing at ; 
- ' Datkeith, and one of which we have traced out of his hands, — 
5 direct y and completely, to the perſon of Scrjeant Hardy, © x 
who prodaced and identified the copy, and which is prove& 
to be the fame as thoſe ſtruck off by order of the Sheriff, 
from the font of types diſcovered in Wa:t's houſe, and is | 
the very paper Is it poſſible you can aſk, or expect greats - | 
er. evidenee of guilt? My brother ſtated, that the circula- 1 
tion of this paper, if it was criminal, was a erin e againſt 
martial law, and deſerved ſevere military puniſhment. Watt 4 
is not à foldier, and l am not trying him for an offence hx 4 
martial law; but Fam trying him for High Treaſon, and 
as a Circumſtance ſhewiny, his guilt, I have proved him to be 
the man to whom Downie directiy went for the papers Wats 
fon aſked for, and theſe papers are found to have been im- 
printed and caſt off from the font of types diſcovered in his 
poſſeſſion: I found on this circumſtance, among a variety of 
others, as convincing evidence of Watt's treaſon x and 1 
maintain that the whole of them completely diſproved the 
defence ſet up for him by my brother, that the plan avas am 
abſurd. idlè rhodomontade; on the contrary, that he and 
his aſſociates were en gag: d in a ſerious deliberate feheme ; 
addreſſing the King, compelling him by force to alter his i 
Government, and of en and * an inſurrection a a 
mm him. | 
- But the eee of Fairley is of itſelf deciſive” f his 9 
ties and, if the circumſtances he has ſworn to, and ian 
which he is complet Iv confirmed, can, upon the part of 
Watt, be reconciled by vou, to the idea that he was in jeſt, 
and which, from the firſt moment I knew them, to the pre- 
ſent, I have reflected on again and again Iam bold to ſay, 
with every poſſidle wiſh to excuſe, in my own mind, the 
conduct of a man, to whom I once looked with a favorable 


076 * on whom my 3 as a ſervant of the Crown ward 
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. Poblic, ted me to beſtow 6 be but withoat thy . 


ever being able to do ſo, if you can ſtill teach me how to 


believe him pardonable, innocent of the Treaſon, and that 


be was not compleatly determined in the ſcheme he had 


propoſed, inſtruct me in that leſſon, if you can, and, moſt 


truly and ſincerely will I thank you. He ſends Fairley to 


the weſt country, and upon what errand I need not remind 


| you, nor of the reluctance with which Fairley was compell: 
ed to ſpeak out. He corroborated, in every thingg what 


Bonthron and M Ewan bad formerly told us, except the 


circumſtance of ſeizing the banks and public offices, which, 


though queſtioned for half an hour, by my brother, the 
Soliciror General, he ſwore, after repeated cautions, that he 
did not remember any thing about; and yet, after having 
left the Court, he voluntarily came back, and declared, u- 


pon recollection, he remembered that alſo. He proves, that 


he was directed by this Secret Committee, to adviſe, in the 
different towns he viſited, the eſtabliſhment of Collectors, 
to levy, and remit to the Committee of Ways and Means, 


money to carry on the Great Cauſe; and, although he ad- 
mitted, that he did not know even a ſingle perſon in the 


various towns and villages to which he was ſent, it is ſingu- 
lar that he ſtumbles upon the Friends of the People, and 


the moſt active ringleaders of the Britiſh Convention, 
wherever he goes, and is by them courcoutly entertained, | 


and received with open arms. 
What does Dr Forreſt ſtate? He ſtates, what if any 
doubt could remain in your minds, as to the ſeriouſneſs and 


| guilt of this conſpiracy, muſt completely remove all heſitati- 


on ; and which of itſelf, is a damning circumſtance to the 


| priſoner at your bar : He ftates, and he ſtated it with a re- 
lactance, which ſhewed he did not t wifh to load the priſoner, | 
very much the reverſe, that Mr Fairley did communicate to 


him written inſtructions that they ſhould provide themſelves 


 with—what? A blank followed, which Forreſt underſtood 
to mean—arms : That an inſurrection was ſoon to take 
| BR | in Edinburgh 3 that the loldiers' were — to be diſ- 


0 armed, | 
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prmed, or brought over to join the B 1 


ſtance, which tends alſo to ſhow, ſor what purpoſe, and with _ 


what intention the addreſs to the Fencibles was compoſed 
and circulated, and which proves Watt and Downie's con- 


fidence in the probable ſaccels of the wicked and treaſon - 
able underſtan ding, in which they were engaged. 2 
From whom does Fairley receive the money, neceſſary» for 
defraying. the charges of this treaſonable embaſſy? He gets a 
line, 1 think from Bonthcon, addrefſed to the priſoner, wha 
conſigns him—to whom? To Downie, the treaſurer of the 


Committee of Ways and Mcans. From whom, and in what 
eircumſtances and manner does he receive his inſtruktions? IF. 
Watt directs him to a ſhqp in Edinburgh, kept by one Camp» | 
bell, a hatter, one of the ſame kidney with themſelves ; and, 


on the counter, Mr Fairley finds a parcel lying, which he im- 


mediately takes up, and carries away with him, in order, 1 
preſume, that in the event of his being queſtioned regarding 2, 
its contents, Mr Fairley might, by the ſame ingenious de- 
vice practiſed with Mr Watſon, be enabled to ſatisfy his con 
ſcience in denying that he had received it from Watt, tho? - 
in truth it came from Watt alone. He goes as far as the 
Queensferry, ere he ovens this parcel, which was to directe 
his whole journey; and he finds inſtructions, of à direct 
treaſonable purpoſe, and a parcel of printed papers, Jirect- 


ing, among other things, the ſocieties in the country to ap- 
point Collectors over every fourteen or fiftcen perſons, who 
were to conduct and ſuperintend their proceedings. Dr 


Forreſt ſwears to the ſame thing pointedly, and tells you 


what this inſtitution meant : That theſe Collectors were to 


be appointed over ſpall diviſions of fourteen or fiſtecn peo- 


ple, for the pretended purpoſe of collecting money and ſen- 


timents, but chiefly to act as commanders in the propofed 
inſurrect on. Thus were you to have a ſtem of ipſurrec- 
tion eſtabliſhed, which, if ſuch 2 plan could ever be carrĩed 


into execution, did ample bonour to the ability of the con- 


triver; for it was not a plan, partial in its nature, and con- 


. tired to Kane tumult and N in one eity or diſtrict 
one; 3 


- i * X 
| ; * 


/ 


2 
FE. - 


1 
— 
5 
? 
q 
1 
7 


< 2x Sou” 2 fo Irs | woe oo No Ve ORG weir ll me; ee SAI oe aA new —— — 
CY : 7 
8 MA y 


e but a cntndey; lente to include all Ses, 


at Laſt, and conſtructed in the beſt way to inſure ſucceſs, 
hen carried into execution. It is proved, that the ſocieties 


were to be previoufl, | ſub- divided into ſmall bands or detach= 
ments, from twelve to twenty, each headed by their collec- 


tor, who, wken the moment of inſurrection arrived, was 


to act as their leader: That theſe collectors were again to 
meet in a ſeparate boy, with a preſes at their head, who 
| was to communicate with the Secret Committee of Ways 
ar] Means, and receive, and convey to the other collectors 


its Mrectio s and orders. The reaſon of veſting this Se- 
cre: Committee, with that ſupreme controuling power which 
they are proved to have poſſc ſſed, is now obvious. A con- 


ſpiracy of this magnitude and extent, could not be conduct - 


ed and managed, unleſs ſuch a ſmall number was placed at 


che head of it, as could enſure ſecrecy, till it was ripe for 


execution; unleſs theſe men were veſted with uncontroul- 


ed powers, unleſs they had” deviſed a mode of ſetting the 
machine in motion in a moment, and of conveying, inſtan- 
' tancouſly and ſuddenly, through proper channels, to the 
mull itude, without whoſe prompt co operation, it could not 


ſueceed, the ſteps they were to take, and the orders they 


were to obey. By the means proved this evening before 
vou, did this Committee, not unreaſonably hope and expect, 
to make the people, not in this city and coun: ry alone, but 
chroughout Scotland, for aught we know, perhaps in 
London, and all the towns in the kingdom to operate under 
them, as it acted upon by one mind, whilſt the ſcheme it- 
ſelf was ſafely confine to the breaſts of the Secret Com- 
mittee, and was only divulged in the moment of i its burſting 
into rebellion. Such is the conſpiracy, the particulars of 
which have been fully laid before you, which was to have 5 
deen acted upon, in the way 1 have ſtated, and to the ex. 
tent I have paſt now obſerved, | 8 
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In reviewing the evidence, had almoſt Gmlerent mentioning. | 
the circumſtance: of arming, which, , thongh hardly neceſſary 
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5 view, roviding _ thiols def: 4 Nene 
Weapons ? e for the purpole of. merchandiſe. Did 
the Countryman, Orrock, believe them intended for the 
purpoſe of merchandiſe ? No. Did Brown believe it? Ns.. 


By $ whom were they paid! A By Done, the treafurer of the ol 5 -H 


Cominittse of Ways and Means, the felf ſame treaſurer 
who received and diſpoſed of the money for the advancds .. 
ment of that Grand Cauſe, which was to be carried into Ex 
ecutionz by means of privately and "ſecretly | arming the 
Friends of the People, under different falſe pretences, uit» 
neceſſary for me to recapitulate, but in truth, for the pura | 
poſe 1 you have heafd ſo fully and diſtinQly proved this even- 
ig Brown tells you the manner in which he was firſt 
employed in this new manufacture; and under what ful; pick 
Go *coredinſiances, Robertſon the ſchoolmaſter prevailed ü- 
pon kim to undertake executing the order, which is proved _ 
to have | come from Watt. I ſhalt not dwell on the evidence 
bk Orrock, confirmed. as he is, by a variety of witnelſes, . 
Further than requeſting 1 you to give due weight to the ors : 
ders be received, for fitting his inſtruments all to the ſame 
ferew z and the complaints made by Mr Watt, and his es i 
f mifaries, that his firſt productions were not ſufficiently 
Tharpened, It is proved alſo, that Orrock finding, on Mc. | 
| accidental converſation with Brown, that he was alſo em- 
ployed i in the ſame buſineſs, took alarm at the bidling way 
{to uſe the witneſs's own words) i in which the manufafture 
was-goitg forward, and had reſolved to give it up, when the 
diſcovery pr evented bim. Is it not proved, that Watt went, 
of lis own accord, to Orrock, and deſired this man to lay, 


Fl 


iis any perſon aſked him what theſe inſtruments were = N 


tended for, that they were making for the top, of a gentle. 3 
man's gate? And can you, Gentlemen, in the face of li 5 
tleſe, and every circumſtance in the conduct of this man, 
believe for, a moment, that theſe arms were intended as mers 
chandiſe, or for.the purpoſes of legal ſelf defence ? I know 
| you nnd Tour 3 and PE, cone will not J- . | 
1 1 8525 N A 
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I bave gone FREY I think, every thing which 1 
1 to me neceſſary to obſerve in general on the evidence: 
. regret 1 could not fay it in fewer words. Laſt of all comes 
the defence he has ſtated, and inſtructed his counſel to 
maintain, upon a former connection with the Secretary of 
State for the home department and myſelf. That he vos 
lunteered i in forming this connection is admitted by himfelf 5 
| is proved by the copy of the letter which was found in his own 
poſſeſſion, and which, without objection on our part, he gave 
in evidence, and it is corroborated by the letter of Mr Se- | 
_cretary Dundaz, of the 5th of September, which appears to 
have been its anſwer. For having given him my evidence, 
and having waved any privilege which I underſtand would 
have authoriſed the Attorney General of England to have 
Tefuſed it, I take no merit; it was my duty to give this 
man, cireumſtanced as he and I once were, the benefit of 
my evidence upon oath, fince he conſidered it as material, 
and to tell you every thing I know regarding him. Lou 
have heard my evidence, and upon that ſubject it is impoſli- 
ble I can ſay one word. You will conſider whether it is with» 
in the bounds of the moſt diſtant probability to believe the 
ſtory he has inſtructed his Counſel to tell for him, that he 
meant to communicate in due time to me or the Miniſters 
of this country, the deſigns of theſe men, and that he was 
only watching. them for the public good. From the month 
of July, moſt aſſuredly fince the month of October laſt, he 
choſe to diſeontinue his attendance upon me; though the 
proceedings of that period were ſufficiently momentous, and 
ſuch as to call for both his attention and mine. He fays, 1 
8 went to London's m Marck, and ſince that could not ſee me : 
and as the proceedings of the Convention were printed in 

_ the Edinburgh Newſpapers, his more early attendance was 
unneceſſary. But a letter would have reached me in Lon- 
don in three days: and you are at full liberty to ſuſtain, if 
you can, as ſufficient, the apology he has offered. for his 
abſence from October to March, whilſt he and I were reſi- 
1 in. this (Me! and ook: he was 5 {ure J was r to re- 


. 257 Lt 8 
n with any Colds he thefts to ove me, „ 
which, as a faithful ſervant of the King and of the Se, 
1 felt it my duty to receive from him. Can it be doubted, 
after what you have heard this night, that he wasthe principal 
Actor and prime mover of all theſe plans, conducted with an 
artifice andcunning I hardly ever knew equalled; and is it with 
in the reach of the moſt charitable credulity to believe he was 
there for the purpoſe of giving information to government? and 
with what other purpoſe, or from what motive, he conducted 
theſe proceedings, and took the lead in theſe counſels, it 
is for you to determine, hardly neceſſary for me to hint at 
or enquire; but whether he did it in order to keep well 
with both ſides, and ultimately prefer that moſt likely to 
prevail, the moſt charitable and advantageous. view you can 
take of his conduct, or whether recurring to the original 
habits, or being miſled by the converſation of thoſe with 
whom he aſſociated before he wrote to Mr Dundas; what- 
ever may have been the cauſe of the alteration of that line 
of conduct, I know of no circumſtance occurring in that 
period, nor have I heard any argument deduced from it, 
which ſo far from extenuating, does not to my mind aggra- 
vate the guilt which has been ſo diſtinctly made out againſt 
him.- If he ſtates that which cannot be ſeriouſſy ſtated 
for bim, which my brother's' difcernment would not allow 
him directly to ſtate, though the inference neceſſarily flows. 
ed from his argument, that in al} this he was- playing the 
part of the ſpy and informer, that he was gradually leading 
theſe men into the criminality of a ſcheme of treaſon for 
their ruin, and for his own advantage, I aſk you, Gentlemen, 
will the utmoſt exertion of mercy on your part admit of 
your ſwallowing fo incredible a ſtory, or reconciling it to the 
aCtive ſhare he had in this buſineſs ? If you can do ſo, good 
God, what opinion are you to form of the man before) you, . 
who could coolly and ' deliberately deviſe ſuch an infernal 
ſcheme, from which kuman nature revolts with horror: - 
ſcheme which was calculated to involve innocent, or at leaſt 
cluded * in 128 moſt certain and and dreadful ruin, 
2 t 2 1 Ne 
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whoſe, Tires, TE was 1 ſacrifice to bis own a fordid views, of 


Advantage! No, Gentlemen; guilty as this man is againſt 


the life of his Sovereign and the exiſtence of the. State, he. 
veitber is nor gan be guilty to ſuch a horrid extent as this 
gefence would involve him. When you find bim perſever- 
ing with his aſſociates i in this conſpiracy, long after he had 
full opportunities of diſcovering it; when you find him, 
Jong after the meaſure of iniquity was full, and the treaſon. 
of thoſe. it is ſuppoſed he meant to betray, perfectly com- 
plete, not only concealing tlie conſultation. which of itſelf 
Vas ſufficient for that infamous purpoſe, but acting upon it 
in every particular, and deviſing and executing every ſtep 
which could lead to ſerious execution, and inſure its being 
ſucceſsfully carried into effect; I leave it with you to con- 
ſider if you can, like honeſt men with the oath of God upon 
Jou, and with juſtice to your cauntry, liſten to and believe, 
ſio abſurd, ſo incredible and ſo ſhocking a defence. 

- Gentlemen, painful and ſevere as the taſk is which the 
law and juſtice of your country impoſes on you, 1 know, 
that if neceſſary, you will pot ſlirink from performing it, 

- In this, as in every other caſe, you will, in preſence of your, 
God and your country, return a verdict according to. the, 
evidence, which, in this caſe is ſo clear and ſatisfactory, that 

| it is impoſſible for me to diſcover where you can have the | 
ſmalleſt doubt. The reaſons for being of that opinion 1 have 
fully laid before you. If on theſe we differ, it is your right, 
* your duty to acquit him of the charge, and I ſhall he 
ncerely happy if zou can do what, I repeat again, it has 
not been in my power, after the moſt anxious and painful 

— reflection to bring my mind to. But the verdict is Yqurs, 
not mine, and for its truth and 1 Its juſtice you alone are an- 
ſxerablę. Be that verdict what it may, ſure 1 am it will be 
that of honeſt men; 3 you will do What appears to you con- 
tent with truth and with juſtice, you will do that which 
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| 1 GENTLEMEN or Tur JURY, | 


. I conſequence of an indictment | * e this alin 
er, by the Grand Jury of the cgunty of Edinburgh. ngen a 
charge of High Treaſon, he now ſtands trial for his life 1 
and the proofs. on both ſides being cloſed, it remains with 
you to conſider, and by your verdict to declare whether that 
charge has been oder dur. mache out againſt Ns, yea or 
not. | 

I need ſeaxcely 8 chad this is a truſt 5 a high and 5 

important nature, which is repoſed in you by the laws of 
your country, and that of courſe you mult fee] yourſelves 
bound as honeſt men, by everytye of duty and of conſcience, to 
diſcharge it with ſtrict fidelity, by returning a verdi& accord- 
ing to the truth of the caſe, and the conviction of yourown: 
minds, without regard to any other conſideration whatever. 

In order that you may be enabled ſo to do, it is neceſſary 
in the firſt place, that you haye a diſtinct view of the law 
of treaſon, I mean that branch af it which is connected with 

the preſent ſubſet; and in the next place, that you take 
into your moſt deliberate conſideration, the whole amount 
of the evidence, and every circumſtance. en it, whe= 
ow! it be for the priſoner or againſt him. 

With regard to the law of treaſon much has hee ſaid, 
and with great ability, by the gentlemen at the bar, but-ag 
it could ſcarcely be expected that they ſhould be at one in 
their concluſions, it is my duty to lay a ſtate of it before —_— 
vou, which I hope will appear to you not to be nn „ 
N much diſſiculty. a. A 

It muſt be obvious to you, - that the Ting 3 at * 
ond of the Conſtitution of this Country. The Execu- 

"me near qa is r e in his is hands, or the due. 
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= | exertion of which the Mugen, choſen by kim are ws 
- 28 "The King alſo "DW one A TORE of the legillaive p power, | 
| - which you know is compoſed- of three eſtates, King, Lords 
and Commons; fo that in more than one capacity, the 
King is an effeatial and integral part of the conſtitution, 
Without which it could not for a moment exiſt, Indeed no 
Port of the ſyſtem can be diſturbec or incroached a A 
5 - "without manifeſt danger to the whole. 
of late, great pairis have been taken to introduce among 
us the odious terms and diſtinctions of Ari -iftocrate and Demo- 
erate. But, Gentlemen, no goad ſubject of this country is 
either an Ariſtocrate or a Democrate; he is both the one and 
the other, and a Royaliſt too; Every Britiſh ſubject enjoys 
due protection of the King's Government as defined by law, | 
RM and on the other hand, he owes the duty of allegiance to the 
FF Sovereign as inſeparable from his condition; and being the 
| 1 fubject not of an abſolute monarchy, but of one which is 
Bn)maited and eircumſcribed by law, his rights, and his libers B 
DEB bes, religious and civil, are completely ſecured. 


| A Tou have heard a great deal about another diſtinction. 
_ Some men have affected to call themſelves the Frienas of the | 
| People. Friends of the People! Gentlemen, if by that term 
| meant that thoſe aſſuming it are friends of the whole, 
| | that is, friends of the King and of all-ranks of men in this 


-. __ eountry without exception, then it may be allowed that they 
| are good ſubjects and friends to the conſtitution z but why 
they aſſume to themſelves excluſively, a name which ought 
©  equallyto belong to every Britiſh ſubject, one is at a loſs to ſee. 
> + "If on the other hand, their affection be only partial, if they 
come with friendſhip i m the one hand and daggers in the o. 
tiber; if they mean to adopt only one part of the conſtitu - 
ioũůon and to reject another, then may it truly be afferted, 


muhat they are the hiczereſt'anemice the 1 this « co. 
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= Sentlemen, what a 3 deluſion i is it that has bu 
\8 . paſſcon of the minds of many men in this country, whe 
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67 chat they want Lure when wehr own 8 1 
proof of the reverſe, and who think their condition is to he 
ſome how made better, and their ſituation to be amended 1 
: by what? By the deſtruction of Government, by the 1 intro- 
duction of Democracy, and eſtabliſhing a French Conven - 
tion in this country, which would be the infallible conſe. 
quence of their meaſures, were they to take effect. - 
But, Gentiemen, without going farther upon theſe gene- 
ral topics, I now come more "ogy: to the you's in * 
tion. 
It has been £74209 to you by the. "ad at the bar, 
chat the law of treaſon which we are to judge and act upon, 
is the Engliſh law, which was made ours in conſequenee of 
the Union in 170%; and it ſurely cannot be a part only of 
| that law, as thrown out by one of the Gentlemen, but the 
whole, which we have adopted; becauſe it is now impoſſible 
that the law of treaſon can in any particular be one N in 
| England and another thing in Scotland. | 
I be ſtatute of Edward III. like moſt other laws of an a 
cient date, being conciſe and ſhortly expreſſed, we muſto 
| have recourſe to the explanations which it has received by a 
variety of adjudged caſes, and eminent e in the | 
courſe of four centuries. ' | 
Gentlemen, to compaſs the death of the King, 11 fuck. 
compaſſing be manifeſted by any overt act, is by the expreſs | 
terms of the ſtatute itſelf, High Treaſon ; but what is or is 
not a ſufficient ovett act, within the intent of the ſtatute, 
muſt always be open to inference and conſtruction, accord- 
ing to the circumſtanees of each caſe as proved; for the 
ſtatute does not ſay precifely what is an overt act, but it ſays, 
to compaſs the death of the King is treaſon, if accompanied 
'Þ ſome overt act. The mere compaſſing or imagining the 
death of the King, ſo long as it remains an act of the mind 
only, cannot be reached by proof, and is not « proper ſub» . | 
ject of trial; but if it be manifeſted by a poſitive act, ſuch as 
Syaſpiring, plotting, forming Falk. or e ara Kc. 
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ſs ate un l a 8855 of, aud we taut 0 
| Eordingly enquire into the nature of ſich circumſtances, and. 

> whether they ds or do not amount to that Which in the 
Wr een of the ſtatute, has been Held ſufficient as An 
overt at, to prove, this branch bf rreafoii, although the de- 
nen thay hot have been carried into. full effect. The di fre- 
rent authorities from the law books have been read to you 
from the bar, particalatly thoſe of Lori | Chiet. Juſtice Hale | 
and- Juage Folter, upon that part. of the law. They a- 
mount 0 this, that ſo much care does the law take of the 1 
petſonal ſalety of the King, that i it is not  conhned to ſuch 


aitterapts as are diredtly aimed at his life, but is extended to 


thoſe whereby his perſon may be endangered, and therefore, 


fays the aft of theſe authors, Every inſurrection which 


84 in judgruent of law is. intended againſt. the perſon of * 
a the King, be it to dethrone 0 or impriſon him, or to oblige 
be him to alter his meafures of Government, or to remove = 
« evil counſellors from about him, theſe rilings all amount , 
#162 levying war within the ſtatute, whether attended with 

n the portip and circumſtances of « open war or nd; and eve- 
& ry conſpiracy to levy 1 War for thofe purpoſes," though not 


ui tteaſon within the Uaule of levying war, is yet an overt 


& act within the other _clauſ of compafſing the King's "IJ 
« death, for thoſe purpoſes cannot be effected by be | 


= ard open force without manif⸗ ſt 1 SER ſe to bis Perſon, 


hs "has ; 


-*It is 1975 gebe fas ice. FE A Ange of 0 people 225 5 
"te purpoſe of obtaining fedreſs of grievances of a certain | 


kind, ſuch as to obtain a repeal of particular laws. or ſox 


EW. other ends of a Boob. natufe, ware &o not, in 
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maſs the 2 death, there being no den to the gab. 


ance of Government in general, or to bririg the King's per- 
on into harard; which rifings however, if they en 
P place, are held as conſtructive treaſon; on ateount of their 
dangerous tendency, though a bare conſpiracy or plan to 
effect ſuch à riſing, is not held to be an overt act under tbe 
firſt branch of the ſtatute. But a conſpiracy to riſe in re- 
bellious war againſt the King and his Government, for the - 
_ purpoſe of new modelling or altering the frame of the Go- 
vernment, which neceſſarily includes the King as a part of it, 
or to uſurp the powers of Government and Legiſlation, which 


of cour ſe muſt ſupercede the authority of the Sovereign, at - 


leaſt during that period; ſuch conſpiracy, I fay, muſt be 
held as an act of compaſling the King's death, and is High! | 


Treaſon, by the plain ſenſe of the ſtatute, and upon every 


conſtruction it has ever received; for it goes virtually and 
neceſſarily to a depoſing of the King, by depriving him of 
His royal authority and functions, which it is the King 
duty to reſiſt by force of arms, and he is even bound by” 
| his coronation oath ſo to do, as he muſt govern by the exiſts 
ing laws and conſtitution of the eduntry ; fo that in ſuck a 
_ rafe his life muſt be put into the moſt imininent danger; and 
civil war muſt be the conſequence. If ſuch a deſigh is cars. 
ried into execution, the country is in à ſtate of rebellion, 
and the King's perſon and Government directly invaded | 
A conſpiracy therefore to put the coantry into that ſtate, muſt 
be a treaſonable conſpiracy of the moſt dangerous kind. 


. 4 


In the preſent caſe, a number of overt acts are laid in 5 


indictment, which ſeem to be of the nature that I have 
ſtated, they ate divided into no lefs than eighteen different 


articles; but I think ſeveral of them may be compreſſed ins 
to one, and they will appear more fimple, when they ary 


claſſed under fewer heads, ſuch as the following: 


\ 


o 
- 
- 


Firſt, —That the priſoner, along with others, conſpired, 
confulted, and agreed to procure 4 meeting to be held, un- ; 


der the name of a Coun, for the * of voy: 
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owers of government and Jegillation; in alled-. 
gel grievances, and bringing about certain changes. 

Secondiy.— That the priſoner and others did meet, eon- 
ei and agree, about campelling the King, by force of 
arms, to alter the meaſures. of Government, to introduce 


ne laws, and to comply with certain demands. ; b 
Thirdly,— That they conſulted and conſpired about ſei⸗ 


— zing the Caſtle of Edinburgh, attackigg and ſurpriſing the 


King's forces, and taking poſſeſſion of certain public * | 
and certain perſons in authority. 

Fourthly,— That he and others, inſtigated and 3 4 
number of perſons to aſſiſt in their meaſures, employing 
one Fai airley, to go about as an emiſſary, to divers parts of 
the country, to collect money and opinions; and that, in | 
proſecution of the ſame meaſures, they cauſed pikes, ſpears, 
and other warlike inſtruments ta be provided, to enable 
them, forcibly to reſiſt the King and his government, 
- Gentlemen, if theſe acts, or any of them have been pro- 
ved againſt the priſoner, it will then be neceſlary for you, to 
deliberate upon the effect of ſuch proof ; but firſt, we are 


to examine what evidence has been adduced ſor ſabſtantia- 


. the different branches of the charge. | | 
As ta the firſt, viz, the project of a Convention, to en 
or controul the powers of government and legiſlation, a 
doubt, was ſtated from the bar, whether it could apply to 
the caſe of the priſoner, who was no member of the Con- 
vention held at Edinburgh, which was diſperſed in Decem- 
der 1793, without being followed by any ſubſequent Con- 
vention. But it has beer, clearly proved by M. Ewan, Bon- 
thron, Fairley, and others, that the priſoner, within a very ſhort 
time after the Convention at Edinburgh, called the Britiſn 
Convention, was diſperſed, became a very active and zcalous 
member of a certain committee, or ſub- committee of the 
Friends of the People, called the Committee of Ways and 
Alea, the object of which was to raiſe money; and Aitchi- 
ſon, who was one of the members of it, has expreſsly ſworn, 
that one of the purpaſes, to which that money was to be 
* 2 5 6 13 „ fed 
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a 60 t pay the delegates. to a future — * 
_ ©< to be held ſomewhere in England.” The exiſtence of © 


different ſocieties, both in England and Scotland, for the o- 
ſtenſible purpoſes of reform, but truly ſor controlling and 


overawing government, ſuch as the Correjponding Societx 
in London, the Friends of the People at Edinburgh, & c. 


is clearly inſtructed by written evidence, viz. their minute 


and letters of correſpondence, which alſo pretty clearly point * 
out what their ultimate objects were, and that a more gene- 


ral Convention was in view, to conſiſt of delegates from all 


the particylir ſocieties, and conſ-quently to act by Nepreſen- | 


tation, and to treat of matters of ate, a privitedge which be- 


longs to no other body, except the Commons of England 


in Parliament aſſembled, who, by the nature of the Conſti- 


tution, are repreſented from the boroughs and counties. 


Delegates, met in a Convention, for public purpoſes, and to 


conſult upon public meaſures, while we have a King and : 


Parliament, cannot poſſibly exiſt, without introducing 4 


new power into the State, paramount to that of Parliament | 
Itſelf, and conſequently adverſe to every idea and principle _ 


of the Conſtitution. The circumſtance of this priſoner's 
being a member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


and the active aſſiſtance which he gave in carrying on the 5 
buſineſs of that Committee, muſt leave in your minds, very 


little room to doubt of his acceſſion to the project of a nem 
general Convention. But if you have any doubt of his 
guilt, in this particular, it will be your duty to lean te the 


favourable ſide, and to lay this branch of the charge out of 


your view, which, however, will be of no material conſe- 
quence to the priſoner, if you are of opinion, that. the o- 
ther overt acts are ſufficiently proved againſt hin, - 


It is ſtated, under the ſubſequent heads, which, tiny views 


ing the evidence,)'may be taken together, That they did, 
in fact, meet, conſult, arid agree about compelling the King, 
by force of arms, to alter the meaſures of government, to 
: introduce new laws, and to comply with certain demands, 
b with a view to which, they alſo conſdlted and treated about 
Yu . 
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The proof of theſe babe ariſes, chiefly from as e | 
"ot ſome of thoſe very men who afliſted in the deliberations, 
AKitchiſan is the firſt witneſs upon this part of the charge, 


"He was a little ſparing of his words, and he ſeems to have 


| Proceeded with caution, He was told by the priſoner, 
© that ſomething of importance would ſoon be upon the 
carpet zu and he alſo heard, out of doors, ( that ſome - 
. ſecret buſineſs was to be before the Committee, for which 
reaſon, as he ated upon public grounds, he did not chuſe 
« to attend their meetings any longer.“ 
The next witneſs, and a very material one, is 1 MEwan, 
who was himſelf a member of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and had occaſion to be at the meetings of th 


| Committee, where the priſoner attended, He ftates, that 


at one of theſe mectings, conſiſting of Stock, Downie, 
Bonthron, the witneſs himſelf, and the priſoner at the bar, 
the priſoner took a paper out of his pocket, which he read; 
that it contained a plan for ſeizing upon the Lord Provoſt 


of Edinburgh, and the ſudges; that, in order to draw the 


ſoldiers out of the Caſtle, a ſire was to be lighted at the 
Exciſe Office; that certain perſons were to be ſtationed at 
the Weigh-Houſe, and other places, and the ſoldiers were 
to be ſurrounded by them ; that they were to ſeize on the 
Exciſe Office, and Panda, and to demand money of the 
bankers. As to the deſign of ſeizing the Caſtle, this wit- 
neſs is filent, but, in ſpeaking of the attack to be made u- 
pon the ſoldiers, when they were drawn out, he fays, he 
was told what was to be the mode of doing it, which he 


| deſcribes ; and, that the priſoner, after haying read this pa- 


per, made ſome corrections upon it with his pen, which 


ſeems to denote, that he himſelf was the author of it, or 
that he had a right to uſe that liberty with it; and he then 


By it up in a preſs, in the room where the company were. 
e vines yore to ones that, on e night, in the 
8 {ame 
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be houſe, he and | Downie being preſent; the iti reps DF”, 
another paper, containing a notice, in the form of Proclas 
mation, (one of the higheſt exerciſes of ſovereign authority) 
which was to be made, for the purpoſe of intimating to 
„ the farmers, to bring all their grain to market, and for 
ic the gentlemen reſiding in the country, not to leave their 


1 houſes, or at leaſt not to go more than the diſtance of 


„ two or three miles from home * and he adds, that there 
was the form of an addreſs to "the King, © to diſmiſs his ; 


5 miniſters, and put an end to the war with France, for, 
* that if he did not, he muſt abide the ne os 
that worſe conſequences would enſue.” 

He further ſtates, that the priſoner conducted him _ 
ſhop of Orrock the ſmith, with whom he had a converſation 
about making pikes : That Orrock drew a model upon the 


table, and the priſoner deſired him to be buſy about them, 


for that he was to ſnd four thouſand of them to Perth, be- 
ſides what were to be diſtributed at Edinburgh. That the 
witneſs was in Orrock's ſhop, when Lord Swinton's ſervant 
came in, and obſerving one of the pikes, aſked what it 8 
and Orrock ſaid it was for a Gentleman's gate. 

his extraordinary narrative; was given by the Ane 


with great clearneſs and preciſion, and in ſuch a manner 


as muſt have carried conviction to your minds, of the truth 

and candour with which he ſpoke, and at the ſame time of 
the alarm which he was under, he himſelf having expreſſec 
his diſſent to any meaſure by . the OWE of his coun- 
trymen might be ſhed. 


I cannot beſtow the ſame encomium upon thigin next with 


neſs, who ſpoke to the ſame facts, viz. William Bonthron, 
who, after a good deal of heſitation, and with the utmoſt 
difficulty, ackowledged that he heard the paper read by 
the priſoner, and in ſubſtance concurred with the preceding 
witneſs, as to the tenor of it, with this addition, that he be» 
lieved it contained a plan for ſeizing upon the Caſtle. This 


witneſs, in the ſame way with M Ewan, appears to have been 


pery much alarmed indeed; he ſays his confuſion was ſuch, 
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185 8 deprived him ar the power of tetellection, and he 


feems defirous that this ſhould account for the manner in = 
which he gave his evidence. That the witneſs was averſe to 
the plan, is evident from the circumſtance of the Advertiſe- 


ment which he drew out and ſigned, though for reaſons given 


by him, he did not actually publiſh it in the newſpapers. 
The next is Fairley, whoſe evidence is extremely material, 
fer you will recollect that he was employed as an ambaſſador 


5 go to different parts of the country, upon the buſineſs of 


the Committee. of Ways and Means, with written Inſtruc- 
tions from them, which he got from the priſoner. He, with 


no ſmall reluctance and hefitation, gave an account of this 
miſſion, of the places which he went to, and ſome of the. 


conferences which he had with the perſons to whom he was 
directed, particularlyat Stirling. That his inſtructions bore 
Gomething about a grand plan, , which might be what the 
& priſoner had previouſly informed him of,” meaning the 


plan already mentioned, of ſeizing the public offices, &c, 


which he ſaid Watt told him might be accompliſhed with- 
out bloodſhed, © as it would be enough to ſpeak to the ſol- 
« diers, who would be as glad of freedom as the people 
were.“ He refers alſo to the report which he made to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, a paper of a very cu- 


rious tenor, ſome parts of which were read to you, His evi- 


gence, ſo far as regards what paſſed at Stirling, is corrobo- 
rated by that of Foreſt theſurgeon, whoſe difficulty 1 
ing out was no leſs remarkable- 

Gentlemen, this is a concurrence Ur ſeveral ils, to 
the very material circumſtances of that plan or project, 
which was read and propoſed by the priſoner Watt. There 
is one thing in Bonthron's evidence which ſtruck me at firſt, 
as tending to create a doubt whether the paper read by the 


priſoner contained any ſerious propoſition to the effect men- 


tioned in it, the witneſs himſelf affecting to conſider it, as 


: mere phrenzy, or as no more than a chimerical ſuggeſtion 
| 6 what v was 20. fi . 40 be done in certain Sreumntuncen 


. 1 


a” 
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Zut 1 am afraid We parts of the rides 
8 leave little room to doubt of the ſeriouſneſs of the 
plan. M.Ewan and Fairley ſpeak. of it as a plan form- 
ed, of doing thoſe things which the writing ſpecified; and 
the procuring of arms for the expreſs purpoſe of making ſome 
ſuch hoſtile attempt, which arms were beſpoke hy the priſoner 
bhimſelf in perſon, as ſwore to by Orrock and others, is à cir- 
cumſtance which ſeems to be concluſive upon this head. The 
whole, I am afraid, hangs together ; the parole and written 
2 proofs all go to one point againſt the priſoner, and thoſe with 
whom he aſſociated ; that they were employed in carrying on 
certain meaſures, unqueſtionably hoſtile to the King and G. 
vernment, and calculated far nothing leſs than by forcible 
means to overſet the government of this country. The pro- 
viding thoſe dangerous weapons which lie on your table, 
the myſtery aud diſguiſe which appear in ſome of their mi- 
nutes, and the blanks in Failey's journal, are ſo many ci 
cumſtances of, real evidence, which ſpeak a language ſtill mos 
Forcible than the direct teſtimony of witneſſes. : 
With regard to the evidence brought on the part 3 che 
- priſoner, ae e on his correſpondence with the Lord 
Advocate, I confeſs it did not appear to me that it- was 
very judicious in him to ſtate that defence, at leaſt as far : 
as I could underſtand the reſult of it; for though it appears, 
that there was at a certain period ſuch a correſpondence, 
it is equally clear that all communication ceaſed when the 
Lord Advocate either had become ſuſpicious of the truth _ 
of his information, or did not chuſe to comply with his de- 
mands; after which we find the priſoner going, with great 
activity and zeal, into the moſt deſtructive and hoſtile 


by reſentment, or by what other motive, it is nog worth 
while to enquire. 3 ͤ 

Such, Gentlemen, being the amount t of the evidence, yi you 
will weigh all the circumſtances, and all the obſervations 
: which have come either from the Court or from the bar, as 
2 well as thoſe that occur to yourlelves upon the various mat- 


* ; ters 
* * IS: 
* % 
- 0 3 
- 
* * 


plans. Whether his conduct i in this particular was actuated | 
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| we tas pros before youu: 11 bee do you 
that the priſoner and thoſe with whom be afſociated, have 
1 entered into any undue combination for effectuating 2 
| thoſe illegal and deſperate purpoſes which are ſpecified in 
the indictment, or any of them, it will be n duty to find 
= verdict In his favour. 

But if; on the other hand, you think cds is ſufficient 
evidence of his having been acceſſary to, and an active perſon 
in forming a moſt dangerous and deſtructive plan of raifing 


4 inſurrection in the country, ſeizing upon the Government 


dy force of arms, compelling an alteration of meaſures, ih 
Mort, conſpiring to overturn the conſtitution, and to in- 
volve us in ruin, miſery, and bloodſhed, I need not tell 
you what your duty is as honeſt men, and that you are bound 
by the ſolemn oath which you have taken, to return a verdict 
agreeable to the truth 

If the cale be in your opinion doubtful in We of evis 
dence, you will naturally be inclined to the merciful ſide z 
| but if it be not doubtful, your own ſenſe of duty will dictate 
to IO the verdict you x ought to ene 984 


| The Tor then withdrew for about ten minutes 1 | 
"we in their -U T. 5 


| . 


j 


ſundry miſcellaneous letters and papers, I commit to you 55 - 4 


. per. The little emoluments which may ariſe from them, x . 2 


Stalker, at Mr Wilſqg's, baker in Croſscauſeway, to whom 8 3 


Os. 14. 1794 0 5 
= > 8 3 5 * 25 : 
ante. — 2 a 
WIE. who are n to in the 2boye letter, *. EN IE 
Tubſcribe this note, do hereby ATTEST, that the contents of 
the following Declarai ion are tranſcribed verbatim from the | 
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Depute, Geo. Square. In the infide of the cover was writs „ 
ren the 2 8 Letter * Robert. N fo him . . 


. „ EPL Ie V27s. 4 3 5 8 e | 4 "F 
Sim, . . or 5 SOM ; ; 5 : 8 a SY IT ; vs 5 
_ E iacloſed ahi; with Ae 5 cee = 


requeſting they may be tranſmitted to Principal Baird, and - 
the Rev. Mr Jones, to do with them as they may find pro- 2 


am perſuaded they will give to Binning who attended me. 00 | 
My watch and my clothes, and any, little effects T max | 
leave behind me, I requeſt them to be given to Mr James 


I owe money per bill; and to whom I gave a diſpoſition to. 3 
theſe and other effects: 3 my condemnation. * 2 have | F 
the honour to be. | . 1 
5 a: 1 5 7 ag . - 
Your obed. bumble Servant; V 
9 "one Warre 1 
Edinburgh Cat, FO > 


- manuſcript of Robert Watt tranſmitted t. to us by the Su- 
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As the beſt ſervice I can now do to religion, which I have 
injured by the unhappy conduct which has brought me to 


my preſent unfortunate ſituation, —to my Chriſtian acquain- 


fances, whom I particularly eſteem, and by whoſe company 
and converſation I have been both improved and comforted; 


And to my country, for which I have had more than ordi- 


- 
- 


nary attachment, I ſhall give a general, but conciſe hiſtory 


of the moſt material part of my life; and diſcloſe fully the 
unfortunate circumſtances that have been the cauſe of ter- 


minating my life in ſuch a —_— manner, in the 


middle of my days. 3 Ed Oy 
Having but four days before 1 am abſorbed in eternity, 1 
hope that what follows will be received as the truth. —In 


the view of fuch an awful proſpect, it cannot be ſuppoſed L 


can have any intereſt whatever to conceal it. 
No ſooner is the foul ſeparated from the body, than ſhe 
is diſconnected with the purſuits of mortals, and enters an 


| hitherto unknown ſcene, — nd her powers of perception 
and communication are then enlarged, in proportion to the 


ſublimity and grandeur of the objects ehibited to her view. 


With aſtoniſhment and prying curioſity, ſhe travels over 


the vaſt expanſe of the heavealy Jeruſalem, collecting from 


the moſt ancient and intelligent of its inhabitants, every in- 
formation they can communicate of the myſteries of Pro- 
vidence and redemption, while he ſeems, as her knowledge | 


; Increaſes, to riſe in her accents of praiſe. . 1 


1 was influenced by religion when very young. A — — 


dure a of the * of God, in bis n 
when. 


. 
N 


| mn in very imminent dangers ano mp n 5 
exceeded my companions in youthful follies, but could neuer 1 2 
bear ſwearing, ) firſt led me to cry for merty. My convicti- 1 15 
ons were exceedingly ſtrong; ſo that I would in the ſpace 5 
of two hours be three or four times at prayer, drowned inn 
Penitential tears. I have always found, that my penitential | 
joy was in proportion to my contrition for ſin For a __ 
| ſpace of time, I was not a day (if I remember right) with- 
out aſſurance of a ſaving intereſt in Chriſt; and, at times, 
my feelings and views were more-like an heavenly, than an N 
earthly inhabitant. On ſuch oceaſions, I bad inexpreſſible 4 
diſcoveries of the infinitude and holineſs of God, and of my  - 
own vileneſs. I wondered, admired, adared, N _ | 2 nl 
rejoiced at one and the ſame time. | „ 
No ſooner did my convictions take 1 than 1 was, as. 
it were, compelled to allot ſome particular hours every 5 
to read ing the Scriptures, meditation, ſelf- examination, and 
prayer. Theſe hours I found to be the life of my ſouls 1 
learned, from experience, that faith muſt be the gift of Gad. 
That I could as ſoon take up my perſonal refidence in the 
ſan, as truly believe in Chriſt, or fix my heart on him in 
the exerciſe of faith. This unbelief - Mrs. on TER — 2 
drew tears of ſorrow from my eyes. 9 
Though my pleaſure in religion was greatl my. Ds From: SR: 
Satanical ſuggeſtions and a depraved nature was alſo ſo. Bs: 3 'Y 
was ſtrongly tempted to deſpair; and ſuicide; but _ OP: Bu — 
keepeth Iſrael preſerved me amidſt theſe ſtorms. . ER 
| -Religion did no ſooner operate on my mind, than I hated” =_ 
the ways of fin, and the company of the profane; and 
. ſought, according to my then knowledge, the company of 
the wiſe and good. Though my pleaſure was particularly 
in devotional exerciſes, and in ſuch company; yet I ſpent a 4&8 
great part of my time, in boyiſh purſuits and pleaſures, with. ' i 
my ſchool-companions,; but in theſe, my devotional frame 1 
of mind never left me,. and how ſoon I came home, & re- ; 
tired by myſelf, and wept over my vanity of conduct. — 
_ "Bout in kihool, the wy of wy aeg the SY © 
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EE” -. 1 Chen by de often, ip eyes in tear, 5 n 
. ed me to pray with my head leaning on a table. The ſenſe 
of his love, and the injury done him, produted in me a 
Leal for the ſalvation of others to ſuch a degree, that I e- 
ſtabliſned the worſhip. of God in ſome families I lodged 
with, who never had it before I was often ſurpriſed to ſee 
| the. fame! effects not produced on the minds of others in 
reading the. {criptures, &c. as on myſelf.— But nne | 
0 from my ignorance of the ſovereignty of God 
= As I advanced in knowledge, my high ee were 
i the leſs frequent; and the inſtability of my mind in exer- 
_ I ciſes of | devotion became more and more tyra b 
I Theſe ſoul exerciſts, leſs or more, have contitued with me 
©. \  amid{t grievous provocations, and ſore backſlidings. 
| J ſhall now proceed to ſtate the cauſes of my beckdldings, 
„ ee ee To | 
=: A reſerved diſpoſition, founiied 0 on ba Gros: to lies: 
RS Ne conſtitutional ſin— In my earlieſt youth it diſcover- 
1 ech irſelf, by taking pleaſure in vexing my guardians. When 
they croſſed my inclination. 1 was fo much under the in- 
| e of this baſe paſſion, t hat more than once I gave 
them the greateſt alarm and vexation of mind, by conceal- 
ing myſelf, and previouſly ſaying that I would put an end 
to my life by perſonal violence; and enduring fore perſonal | 

_ Xa. chaſtiſement without diſcloſing any ſecret intruſted to me. 

8 | 7 z - Sometime after XL: knew. the grace of God, this poſing 
= oh diſappeared; yet it was not defiroyed—but manifeſted itſelf 
=_ 5 to cha inclination of my friends to ſend nor 
9 | . | abroad. ö (is 4.34 Di $613 
2 My EAN esel to ſeed me ene to che Eaſt or 
Meſt Indies, but refuſing to comply on the ground of LY 
_ weak conſtitution; but the true motive with myſelt was 
a fear of not enjoying the means of Grace.—After which 
they propoſed to ſend me to London; but not executing 
this propoſal in the time I wiſhed (though: their delay un- 
 goubtedly n from the beſt of motives,) I refolved 
* * chem. We. I came to 
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Eanburgh nuke yew 1786, 1 remained for à c'“ 
ſiderable time without their knowledge, and pry 0 bu 
neſs ente, their mas BW.. Tar” was my 1 e 
ed. Sur e 259 ys | 
"Mk digreſs, and 1 bi Jeaverts ſive) Beech ks | 
haps it may be unneceſſary, That parents or guardians 6 
| ſhould be particularly careſul to ſtudy the ruling paſſions of 
young perſons under 1heir- charge; and, ſhould they be 
ſuch as tend to hurt their morals or blind their beſt judge 
ment, to correct them by timely, proper, and wholefome in- 
ſtruction. —But above all things, they Gould: ſtudy to learn 
the inclination of their mind as to buſineſs, and to put them 
early to it. Becauſe this will give a full ſcope to e 4 
mind in the purſuit of fortune, in a way conſiſtent with his 
profeſſon; whereas when not put early to IN 00 5 : 
are apt to ſeek after her by indirect methods. 
After I began buſineſs on my own account, 1 adopted « e- 
very method that my ingenuity could ſuggeſt, een _ . 
ſome eminence in fociety, 
For one, I ſtudied the diſpoſitions and rulidg ag of 
individuals and, not having the gift of ſpeech equal with' 
others, I ſpoke but little when in company, leſt I*ſhbuld- __ 
either ſpeak . Ne or INE: the Eg of ances by Wo: 
interruption. þ | 
From what I have ad the wakes will a diſcern he 
following paſſions to have born rule in — ery. via. 
Pride and Ambition. "a 
Pride is the fruitful mother of Mt the other irregular paſs. E 
ſions. It was the origin of rebellion in heaven, and the 8 
thunderbolt that hurried Satan into the bottomleſs Pit; 1 5 
ſtript innocent Adam of his original purity. ene knen. 
more or leſs holds a place ib every human breaſt. Fr 
I.!t is capable of aſſuming various forms. At * it af 5 
ſumes the garb of humility, rigidity, and moderation. — But | 
none can trace its various evolutions ſo well, or diſcover it 
malignity, as the ſincere Chriſtian. It may poſſibly keen . 
meter i bis devotional ee, 3 and, even un 
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= sede, pretext of humility, may the Wy ho drt“ 


bim Wend FIG," as ' Judging e 1 of eternal 
life. 4 
But its ideetice over me was „en = could not 
brook the idea to be indebted to any perſon for advice, even 
in difficult and doubtful caſes. I therefore very ſeldom con- 


| foſted any perſon, though many conſulted me. Had I act- 


ed the prudent part, 1 ſhould have conſulted intelligent and 
difintereſted men, previouſly choſen. —The TINGS: and 
eſteem of ſome fuch 1 have had the honour to enjoy. 
Ambition. Though this paſſion be the . of 
Pride, it is to be no leſs watched againſt than its ſource, —lt 
blinds our beſt judgment by the appearance of utility, and is 


apt to drive to acts of injuſtice in the purſuit of the wiſhed 


for object; while it is but a diſtruſting of, anda contend- 
ing againſt divine Providence. Influenced by this bafe paſ- 


Gon, under the ſemblance of utility, I was induced to carry 


on a ſecret © 64 payed with Mr Dundas and the Lord 
Ad vocate. 

This conduct, I confeſs, was n — with 
he ſpirit and deſign of Chriſtianity, which requires the 


5 moſt gere ere wen aud n to wy fellow 


My Srl inet whh the Friends hs the . was 
in the year 1791, or 1792—1 ſeveral times attended the 
Committee which met in Mather's tavern; but would ne- 

ver ſubſcribe my name, though repeatedly required to do it, 


Y — was the æra of my correſpondence with Mr e 9690 
Tuo reaſons induced me to this unhappy conduct. — One, a | 
love of the peace of ſociety. I apprehended, that if hey 


were permitted to continue their meetings, the public tran- 


55 quillity would be interrupted This opinion was founded 


on my ignerance of the many abuſes in the adminiſtrative, 


the offspring of corruption in the legiſlative branch of 
GSovernment.— For when the legiſſative becomes more core. 


rupted than the executive, there is an end of true liberty. 
E nas ys bad a 22 to mere: and deliberate on. 


£64 351 1 
5 to obtain a 1 of 3 nen eben er 


obtain Mr Dundas's favour, that I might the ſooner arrige 


at that ſtation in ſociety to which, my views were directed. 


Some may imagine that I had perſonal hatred at ſome of 5 
the Friends of the n but this was by no means *. 1 


caſe. 35 i 


Mr Dundas wiſhed me to correſpond ith the Lod A4. | 


vocate, and accordingly recommended me to him My cor- 


reſpondence with him continued to Auguſt or eprom . 


1793, when it was diſcontinued. 5 
My mind being then changed in fxvour of Reform, 1 ena 


ed into the Committees of Union and Ways and Means,“ in 


order to co-operate with them to the obtaining of a Re- 


form. Naturally ambitious and enterpriſing, I was ſoon the 


leader of theſe Committees.—By my advice, the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, or Secret Committee, was formed; 


and its regulations drawn up by me,— Theſe regulations 


contained alfo directions to the Primary Societies, and to the 
Committee of Union. — The Circular Letter, though com- 


poſed by Mr Stoke, was adviſed by me.— And though the 


Addreſs to the Fencibles was not moved by me, I hens 
approved of it.— All theſe papers I got printed; and the 
whole impreſſion was diſperſed, but the Addreſs to the Fen- 
cibles, of which I knew nothing, after printed. 


My plans, doubt not, would, when ripe for execution, 
be effectual.— Bloodſhed was what I abhorred from the bot- 


tom of my ſoul; they therefore guarded againſt that evil as 


much as may be. I ſhall here narrate them. Other perſons, | 
as Archibald Wright, weaver in Edinburgh, and — Craig, 


Perth, beſides John Fairley, were ſent at different times 
through the country, to ſound the public mind, and to give 


| inſtruftions, —The intelligence brought me, from time to 
by theſe perſons, from every quarter of the kingdom, was ; 
more and more favourable. All their inſtructions were deli- 


vered by , But wo as I knew; 1 could fully confide in, 
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4 went farther than choſe of other: 


r che time I was apprehended, there were but. very 


few places that information” was not received from; and 


there remah d almoſt nothing to do, for the execution of | 


the whole, but a viſit to England and Ireland, 10 ee e 


5 


bn confidential perſons. 
The firſt movement was intended to be a in Dam. 


"id London, and Dublin; while every town throughout - 


' the kingdoms were in readineſs to act, according to the 


4 plan; on the very firſt notice, which Was to wg d 99980 


couriers diſpatched by expreſs. 
The nature of the plan was this —A oy of men, to the 


f number of four or five thouſand, were to be aſſembled in a 


place to be. fixed on. Theſe were to be armed with pikes, 
guns, grenades; to be properly divided, with proper lead- 
ers. In regard to Edinburgh theſe were to be placed at 


the Gaelic Chapel, head of the Weſt Bow, Tolbooth, or 
bead of the High Street, that when the Caſtle ſoldiers 
came out, they might be ſurrounded. . In order to prevent 
bloodſhed, means were to be uſed to gain as many of the 


 Ffoldiers as poſlible over to their fide. The regiment was to 
de enticed out by companies. But, previous to this, the 


_ Magiſtrates, Lords of Juſticiary, Commander i in Chief, and 
many others in town to be ſelected, were to be apprehend- 
ed; but to be treated, in every reſpect, becoming their ſta- 


tion in life, and detained till the mind of the enſuing Con- 


vention, or rather Parliament, was known. There was no 


intention whatever to put any to death; but if found guilty 


of oppreſſion and injuſtice to the patriots, to bare a ſimilar 
fate with them, viz. tranſportation. ; n - 


The manner in which the ſoldicts were to be induced to 


leave the Caſtle was by means of 4 leiter, either ſighed by 


the Lord Provoſt or Commander in Chief, previoufly in 
cuſtody, ordering the Commandant to ſend a company, 


without any ammunition, to a fire chat was to be kindled in 


St. Andrew's Square, under the. pretence of its beläg 8 a 


| houſe on 2 1 ; and NE SOS e to 1 ſecured and diſs 


bo 


Mo The K ol 1 „ 
«nh ie Gialithae/: The uv of the ron 
drawn out in the fame manner; by meatis of res Kindes 
in ſuceeſſion in other quarters of the city. E NEE. OE 
- But in cafe they either could not be drawn chr ef 
Caſtle, or had obtained information of what was doing} 
they were to be compelled to ſurrender, by being ae 


df victuals;—the incarceration of the Comtander in Chiefy 
and the influence of _ _— e W lord 


. 
« 


9 Publiccoliices and ths Banks u. were to o be echred, by 
placing proper perſons as centinels over thein, till the pro⸗ 8 
prietors and managers appeared next morning. The fame 
were to be conſulted with by qualified perſons, to be pre- £ 
viouſly choſen. The property of ſuch perſons,” eitlier res- 
ſiding in town or country, deemed inimical to liberty, i 
the hands of Bankers, was to be ſealed up, but what was Y 


neceſſary for their maintenance; till their fate was known. 
The Poſt- office was to be taken poſſeſſion of; as — 
all intercourſe would be cut off between ſuch as were hoftile 
to the patriots, while the channel of communication wat 
left open for them. 
After theſe at were ffs 1 in Leibargly Toi 


and Dublin, in one and the ſame night; and which was 
expected to be accompliſhed about fx or ſeven o clock in 


the morning, couriers were immediately to be ee 
throughout the whole nation, to the leaders in other parts; 
while troops were to be marched from places to be fixed on 


that could ſpare them to the affiſtance. of ſuch as would bs 


deemed neceſſary. No ſooner: was the plan executed: in 


the three Metropoliſſes, than proclamations, previouſly pre- 


pared, were to be iſſued to the land holders, and officers 


under government, as did not cordially unite with the pa- 
_ riots in their views and deſigns, not to go above three miles 
. beyond their dwelling- places, under pain of death to 


farmers, not to conceal or export any grain to ſhip-maſe 


ters, not to carry any perſon coaſt-ways, without giving in- 
- timation-of the fame 8 come e and where going. _ 


T Py 
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1 19,0 ſack. 3 perſons. e * | 
'3 0 3 der ſuch intimation was given, to the neareſt Juſtice. of 


| | Pence, that the ſame might be called to an examination, 
1 under a, ũmilar penalty to ſuch per ſons as were authoriſ- 
e. to levy men, to deliver up their commiſſions and men 
1 to perſons to be nominated, under the ſame penalex. | 
TREES There was preparing an addreſs to be made to the King 
TT at the ſame time, conſiſting of a long catalogue of abuſes, 
3 Dioth in the Legiſlative and Executive branches of Govern- 
1 . and requeſting of him the diſmiffal of his preſent 
* 1 * 5 * "ſervants, and a diſſolution of Parliament, the lame to be 
rxeplaced by men in whom the people could conſide. 
bo With regard to the pikes, I got them made both for 
| fale and diſtribution. I do nat at prefent recolle& what 
_ Inſtructions I might have given at the making of them. 
Whatever theſe inſtructions were, I am certain that none þ | 
dad were ever diſtributed * _ - 
= - There was no perſon concerned in theſe blogs but he 
4 . 3 | Com. of W. and M. —Becauſe I was morally certain, from 
$1 the aſpect of affairs, that how ſoon. the operations were 
commenced, perſons in the various ranks of ſociety would 
carry it on. have therefore no new diſcoveries to make. 
I can judge of my intentions from my feelings, my views 
were the good of ſociety; and. not robbery or murder. I 
vill not ſay but my own intereſt was blended in theſe vie vs; 
for who is he, that if he ſerves-fociety, but will naturally 
=. ezpett 2: reward ? But divine Providence has been pleaſed 
=o W to permit me to be brought into circumſtances of miſerx 
and woe—t hope they have been the beſt reward that could 
be conferred on me. I however patiently, and I hope 
| thankfully, accept of theſe as coming from Ged. not only 
. wee _ ok all events, but as my merciful 
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= 85 * The 1 were found in my n when the Sheriff's 
97 3 were in ſearch of the goods of a bankrupt in Muſſel- 
=... burgh, ſent to my houſe, about an eight days before, under 
2 'the | poem of oF 8 to be farmanded to VO . 
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gion, 1 ſee that although my intentions 


| — yet circumſtances might have proved ſuch, as Would 
' have cauſed me to repent my having gone ſo far, — 
my perſon were ſafe, which I ſincerely do this day: 

Though the part I ated preceeded from the beſt of mo- 
Way yet, on Tefl>Qion, 1 perceive that I erred in taking 
ſuch an active part, without maturely weighing the proba= 
ble conſequences ; bloodſhed and rapine might have enſued. - 
This woyld have involved me in guilt ; being forncwhat 
acceflory to them, though not intentionally ſo. * Uh oo 
| The duty of all fincere chriſtians is, ** to lead quiet l 

peaceable lives in all godlimefs and honeſty, giving ho- 
* nour to whom honour is due, and fear to whom fear.” 

To leave the reformation of abuſes in the State to thoſe + 
who mindonly earthly things, except when called to affict in a 
legal manner. At the throne of grace they may be of 
more real utility, than either in the S or field of 
battle. | 

Had my lie bela lng 1 think e would have 
deen my mode of conduct. And I bleſs God for . 
preventing me going the perhaps awful length wy amble 
tious and enterprifing mind might have induced me. 
I have given no private offence that I know of. Irs 
, my ſympathifing mind, though compounded of pride and 


ambition, would Joon relent. I may truly fay, if I know. 
my own d-ceitfyl heart, that ſympathy to the unfortunate ' 
was one cauſe of my adopting the part that has brought me 


to my preſent fate. Reflection on the hardfhips of others 
has often brought tears of ſympathy from my eyes. Nor 
have I borrowed money, nor purchaſed  geods, but with 
the moſt upright intentions. For the fatisfa@ion of my 


creditors, 1 will obſerve, that I had views of being able to 


pay what I had either borrowed or purchaſed, had I lived 
altogether diſconnected with the matter that has brought | 
Me 60 Hg nw; upfartunate ſituation; REY in this fitua- 
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Though I — always. kept, vp the — of Gad. 
dated times, both in the cloſet and family, and had . I 
Intentions. towards my creditors, yet I any convinced, that 
my departures od NAV ge a 
ia the glaſs of bis holy law, they are innumerable and highly 
 aggravatcd. And eſpecially the crime for which I am a- 
deut to ſuffer, as viewed in its probable conſequences. 1 
- humbly hope, that the Spirit of God has given me a ſaving 
diſcovery of my ſins; and that in the ſpirit of genuine con- 
© tririon,/1 am led to the precious blood of ſprinkling, Ne 
In the foregoing narrative, if any article appears imper- 
fect or obſcure, I hape the imperfection or obſcurity will 
be aſcribed to the urgent preſſure of the occaſion on which 
this paper is written. It is a firſt copy; and, alas l there 
is rot now. time to reviſe or correct. Of the minutes of 
fe that yet remain to me, eyen the writing of this ſentence 
has conſumed one. But you who now read or hear of thir 
account; remember as you read, that the period is coming 
when death mall be as near to you as it is to me; and. be 
aſſured, you will. find that a period when you will ſhrink 


| -- Wi horror from the idea of duplieity or deception. With 
. candour_ then conſider this ſolemn declaration, of a dying 


man. Nor let prejudices, which appearances have produ- 
ged againſt me, lead you to ſuppoſe, that, on the brink of 
eternity, with the throne of judgment in my view, I dare 
to approach the Omnipotent with a lie in my right hand. 
Thoſe who, in an official character, began and managed. 
10 proſecution, I freely ſorgive. | 
Forgive me, my fellow Chriſtians, for the reproach, 
thrown by my conduct on Re] igion., 15 

My prayer to God is, That he may inſpire all the people. 


ok a ſpirit of ſubordination and loyalty ; and teach them, 


to lead, under the powers chat be; Wet and proceable dae. 
in godlineſs and honeſty. 


Gel forn al wy v7 be given & to > the Gul, and. 
wy 


the narrative 1 have given; thou ſeeſt my ſorrow for ay 

" fins. Hear me graciouſly; And, for the ſake of n 

n Chriſt, receive my ſoul to everlaſting Glory. Amen. 
This ae e ee eee eee df ak 
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Im 3 ſending Pikes Re Re the beſt of my 
recollection, I talked with Craig about them, and that he 
told me they ſhould be ſent frcradly' * 
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e Warr, ſoan after his condemnation; pro- 
miſed the Clergymen who viſited him, to write a confeſſion of © 
bis crimes, he delayed the commencement of it till within 


eight or nine days of his death. On the Wedneſday before 


that event, he had written one ſheet; this, it is ſuppoſed, he 
deſtroyed, as it was not, among the papers he left behind him; 
Hitherto he appeared eaſy in his mind: but on the Friday, 
Saturday, and Lord's Day, much agitated-—On. this laſt day. 
he again began to write, but advanced no further than the ace 
count he has given of his childhood, &'c.—By what he ſaid 
afterwards, it is plain, his heſitation arofe from the vain hope 
of a reprieve, On Monday morning he again appeared” calm, 


and i in good ſpirits ; and faid he had at laſt determined to de- 


claxe all he knew, and employed the morning af that day 1 in 


Writing what is now given to the public, In the evening, the 


order for his execution was officially intimated to him. 
Tueſday he continued writing; and in the evenin g. between, | 
= N kd 0 e ABS and fubſeribea * paper 5 
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publitied, and put it under 8 n erif.—On Wed. 


: 3 1  neftlay, 1 5h October, he was exechted.— The paper was ſou 


ed up in Watt's preſence, together with another parcel, con- 
!Taining the letters he received whilſt in priſon, and other pas 
- pers of no importance.—Both parcels. were by Watt r 79 
| > ere to the Sheriff, and delivered to the Commanding 
Officer of the Caſtle, who ſent them to the Sheriff on the 
|  Tuckiay evening, agrecable to Watt's own particular requeſt, | 


— 


. \ COMMISSION OF OYER AND TERMINER, 
ond the Third, by the Grace of God, King of 


Great Britain, F rance, and leland, Defender of the 
; Faith, &c- To our Right 'Iruſty and Right well beloved 
Couſin and Counſellor David Earl of Mansfield, our Juſtice. 
<P | General, of that part of our kingdom of Great Britain call» 
1 ed Scotland, or our Juſtice General for the time being, 
luna Campbell, Eſq. of Succoth, preſident of our College of 
IJIiuſtice, or the Preſident of our College of Juſtice for the 
| time being, James Erſkine, Eſq. of Alva, Senior Senator of 
gur ſaid College of Juſtice, Robert Macqueen, Eſq. of Brax- 
Held, our Juſtioe- Clerk, or our Juſtice-Clerk for the time 
being, Alexander Murray, Eſq. of Henderland, David Rae, 
_ Eſq; of Exkgrove, John Swinton, Eſq. of Swinton, Sir 
William Nairn, of Dunſinnan, Baronet, and Alexander A. 
| bercromby, Eſq. of Abercromby, Commiſſioners of Juſticiary; 
James Montgomery, Eſq. of Stanhope, Chief Baron of our 


I EN. Court of Exchequer, in the aforeſaid part of our kingdom 


aforeſaid,” or our Chief Baron of gur Court of Exchequer 
aforeſaid, for the time being, a Fletcher Norton, Eſq. 
Senior Baron of our ſaid Court of Exchequer Greeting. 


Kue vx, that we, by virtut, and according to the form of 


„ I the Statute, made in the ſeventh year of the Reign of our 
FT Royal Predeceſſor, Anne, late Queen of Great Britain, Sc. 
ule (An 82 for j N _ Union * the t two king. 
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122 3 yau the. fad: nw 
or our Juſtice · General for the time being, ax 

, or our Preſident of our College of Juſtice fot the - 
5 Robert Macqueen, or our Jufliee Clerk for the 
time being, Alexander Murray and David Rac ſhall be one) 


our Juſtices, to enquire by the oath of good and lawful mem 


of our ſhire or county of Edinburgh, in that part of Great 


Britain, called Scotland ; and by other ways, means, ank 


methods by which you ſhall or may better know, (as well 
within liberties as without, ) by whom the truth of the mat- 
ter may be better known and enquired i into of all High Trea- 
ſons and miſpriſians of High Treaſons within the ſhire ar 
county aforeſaid, as well within liberties as without, by 
whomſoever, and in what manner ſcever, and by — 
when, how, and after what manner done, committed, or 

- perpetrated ; and of all other articles and circumſtances con- 
cerning the premiſes, and every of them or any of them in any 


manner whatſoever ; and the ſame High Treaſons and miſ- 
priſions of High Treaſons, according to the form of the afore | 


faid Statute, to hear and determine. ' And therefore we 
command you, that at a certain day and place within the 
faid ſhire or county, which you or any three or SoC | . 
you, (of whom we will, that any of you the aforefaid Did 
Earl of Mansfield, or our Juſtice-General for the time be- 
ing, Ilay Campbell, er our Preſident. of our College of 
Juſtice for the time being, Robert Macqueen, or our Juſtice- 
Clerk for the time being, Alexander Murray and David 
Rae ſhall be one, ) ſhall appoint for that purpoſe, you meet 
together, and diligently make enquiries about the premiſes, _ 
and hear and determine all and ſingular the faid premiſes, 
and do and fulfill them, doing therein what to juſtice ap- 


pertains, faving to us the amerciaments and other things 


from thence to us accruing 3 j for, we firmly command all 
and ſingular, Sheriffs Officers, Miniſters, and our Subjects, 


by virtue of theſe preſents, that they be attending, adviſing, 


"uu and e to "ach in the execution wha FE OY 
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nes . We command alſo by virtite of 1 

| preſents the Sheriff of our ſhire or county aforeſaid, that 

at a certain day and place which you; or ahy three or more 

of you, (of whom any of yon the aforeſaid David Earl ok 

Mansfield, or our Juſtice- General for the time being; lay 

Campbell, or otir Preſident of dur College of Juſtice for 

te tim being, Robert Macquzen, or our Juſtice: Clerk for the 
time being, Alexander Murray and David Rac'ſhalt be one,) 

mall make known to him, he tauſe to come before you, or 

any three or more of you, (of whom we will that any of you 

the aforeſaid David Earl of Mansfield, 6r our Juſtice- Gene- 

ral for the time being, Ilay Campbell, or our Preſident of 

our College of Juſtice for the time being, Robert Maequeen, 
or our Juſtice· Aerk for tha time being, Alexander Murray 

and David Rae ſhall be one,) fo many and ſuch good and 

lawful men of our ſaid ſhire or county of Edinburgh, (as 

well within the liberties as without,) by whom the trutn 

of the matter in the premiſes may be better known and en- 
quired into. In witneſs whereof, we have cauſed theſe our 
letters to be made patent. Witneſs ourſelf, at Weſtminſtery 
the twenty-fourth wh of July, in the e 1850 of 
bis 0. 0nd * 8 


| | By the Kine bimſolf, 
N . | YORKE, 


„„ - M6 0: 
PRECEPT 1 FOR THE GRAND JORY. . 


9 4 


Apr Gn, (to 5 23 Morte; Eſquire, of 


Henderlayd, David Rae, Eiquire, of Eſkgrove, John Swin- 


| ton, Eſquire, ol Swinton, Sir William Nairn, Baronet, and 


Alexander Abercromby, Eſquire, of Abercromby, Commiſ- 


fioners * our who the * of e in that part of 
the 
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- the Kingdom of. Great mA nah Scotland, Tuftices of 


our ca Eord the King, aſſigned by Letters Patent. of our 
ſajd Lord the Eing, under the Great Seal of Great Britain, 
mage. by, virtue of, and according to the form of the Statute, 
made in the ah year of the reign of the Lady Anne, 


late Queen of Great Britain, &c. intituled, an Ac for I Im- 
proving the Union of the two Kingdoms; To Us and o- 
thers, | in the ſame Letters Patent, named, and to. any three 


or more of us and them directed, (of ho n our faid Lord 


the King willed: that. one of us, the ſaid Alexander Murray, | 
and David Rae, ſhould be one,) to enquire, by the oath +. 2 
good. and lawtul men, of the county of Edinburgh, i in that W 
part of Great Britain called Scotland, and by other ways, 
means, and methods, by which we and others, our fellow s 
Juſtices aforeſaid, ſhall, or may better know, as well within "ip 
liberties ; as without; by whom the truth of the matter may. 

be the better known, and inquired into, of all High Trea- 5 
ſons, and Miſpriſions of High Treaſons, within the county 

, aforeſaid, as well within liberties, as without, by whomſo- 
ever, and in what manner ſoever, and by whom, when, how, 
and after what manner done, committed, or perpetrated, and 
of all o:her articles and circumſtances concerning the premi- 
ſes, and every of them, or any of them, in any manner 
whatſoever; and the ſame High Treaſons, and Miſpriſions 
of High Treaſons, according to the form of the aforelaid 
Statute, to hear and determine: To the Sheriff of Edin- 
burgh, Greeting; We, on the behalf of our ſaid Lord the 
King, do command you, firmly enjoining you, that you do ; 


not omit, by reaſon of any liberty in your Bailiwick, but, 


| that you cauſe to come before us, and others, our fellows - 


Juſtices aforeſaid, in the ſaid Letters Patent named and a. 
| ſigned, or before any three or more of us and them, (of 
whom our ſaid Lord the King willed, that one of us, the:. 
ſaid Alexander Murray, and David Rae, ſhou'd be ohe, ) at 


the town and city of Edinburgh, in your ſaid county, on | 


: | Thurſday, the fourteenth day of Auguſt next, twenty tour 
ood. 8 lawful men of Four ſaid Bailiwick, to enquire, 
„ a e 
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Wich which they ſhall be then and there charged and en- 
Joined: And, that you give tice, to all Juſtices of the 
Peace; and Chief Conſtables in your | faid county, that they 
be then and there, i in their proper perſons, to do, whatſo- 
ever to their reſpective offices, in this behalf appertain to 
th %\ done: And, that you yourſelf, together with your mini- 
ſters and officers be on the ſame day, at the place aforeſaid, 
in your proper perſons, to do and execute thoſe chines, 
which to your office, i in this behalf, appertain to be done: 


. + 6 that . you have, then there, the names of the ſaid 


Jurors, Juſtices of the Peace, and Chief Conſtables; and 
alſo this Precept. Given under our hands and ſeals, at 


Edinburgh, this twenty-ninth day of July, in the thirty- 
fourth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the 


H Third, now King of Great Britain, France, and re e 


Defender of the Faith, and fo forth. | ' 
ALES. MuRRar, (S. L.) WX. NaixNx, 8. 1 
Dav. Rar, 8. L.) ALEX. ABERCROMBY, We) 


e 8 (S. L. * 


Vo, W. : 


ad PRECEPT FOR THE PETIT JoRT. 


' EDINBURGH, (to wit) Robert 3 Eſq. Juſtice 
Clerk of our Lord the King, David Rae, Eſq. of Eik- 
grove, John Swinton, Eſq. of Swinton, Sir William Nairne 
of Dunſinnan, Baronet, Alexander Abercromby, Eſq. of 
Abercromby, Commiſſioners of 1 Juſticiary of our ſaid Lord 
the King, and Fletcher Norton, Eſq Senior Baron of our 
Od Lord the King, of his Court of Exchequer, in that part 
of Great Britain called Scotland. Juſtices of our ſaid Lord 
the King, afigned by Letters patent of our faid Lord the 


King, under the Great Seal of Great Britain, made by vir- 


tue ol, and 8 5 to the > fore of the iatutes made in 


| of Great . b, e an A for i improving "tbe 


Union of the two kingdoms, to us and others our fellows 


Juſtices of our ſaid Lord Ke King, in the faid letters patent 


named, and to any three or more of us and them made and 
directed, of whom our faid Lord the King willed that one 
_ - Or Bet ſaid Robert Macqueen and David Rae, amongſt 
others in the ſaid letters patent named ſhould be one) to en- 
quite by the oath of good and lawful men of the County 
Edinburgh, in that part of Great Britain, called Scotland, and 


dy other ways, means and methods, by which we and others 
our fellows juſtices aforeſaid, ſhould or might better know as 
well within liberties as without) by whom the truth of the 
matter may be the better known and enquired into, of all 


High Treaſons and miſpriſions of High Trea ons ith- 


in the county aforeſaid (as weil with 1 liberties as without) 


by whomſoever, and in what manner ſoever, and by whows N 


when, how, and after what manner done, committed or 


perpetrated, and of all other articles and circumſtances con- 


cerning the premiſes, and every of thetn, or any of them i in 


any manner whatſoever; and the fem High Treaſons and 
miſpriſions of High Treaſons, according to the form of 
the aforeſaid ſtatute, to hear and determine; To the Se- 


riff of the ſaid County of Edinburgh, Greeting; We, on the 
behalf of our ſaid Lord the Kin, Command you, that you 


do not omit, by reaſon of any liberty in your Bailwick, but 
that you cauſe to come before us-and others our fellows juf- 
tices aforeſaid, in the ſaid letters patent named and af- 
' Ggned, or before any three or mort of us and them; (of 
whom our ſid Lord the King willed, hat one of us the ſaid 
Robert Macqueen and Did Rae, amongſt others in the | 


faid letters patent named, ſhould be one) at the Town and 


City of Edinburgh, in your ſaid County, on Wedneſday the. 


third day of September next, twelve good and lamful men 


. of the neighbourhood of the pariſh of St Giles, in your faid 
. county,\every one of whom muſt have lands and teifements 
: within 2 ſaid —_—y of the TT value of Tory Shil- 
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| ings Brerling at dealt, Fa 208 * truth of the. 3 
. 5 may de the better known and enquired into, and 2 5" 
2 - mot of kin to Robert Matt, late of the ſaid pariſh, of St. Giles, 
1 An your ſaid county, wine merchalit, to try upon their oath, 
a 3 the ſaid Robert Watt be 3 of a certain High 
| | Freaſon. whercaf before us, and others our fellows juſtices 
| aforeſaid, he ſtands indicted or not, becauſe. the ſaid Robert 
Watt hath put himſelf upon that jury, and have vou then 
4 tlrere the names of che ſaid jurors, and this precept. Given 
Ander our hands and ſeals at Edinburgh aforeſaid, this 
2 - -rwenty-ſeventh day of Auguſt, in the thirty. fourth year of 
8; We the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the 
Grace of God, King of Great Britain, Nu ang; Ireland, 
8 of the faith, and ſo foreign 
5 Ko. MAcQUEEN, .(S. L.) ALEX. ABERCROMNTz (8. 10 
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